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How  far  I  may  be  justifiable  in  devoting  any 
portion  of  my  time  to  the  writing  of  a  preface 
on  account  of  puerile  and  unfounded  ol^ectlons^ 
I  know  not  preciselyi  but  such  may  be  expected 
by  some  readers.  , 

That  my  history  of  the  rebellion  would  be  an 
object  of  reprobation  to  the  irrational  zealots  of 
two  opposite  and  mutually  hostile  parties,   who 
distract  this  unfortunate   island^    and  that  it 
would  be  offensive  to  some  individuals  inde* 
pendently  of  party,  since  truth  is  odious  to  the 
guilty,  I  was  completely  aware,  and  my  expec- 
tations have  been  as  completely  fulfilled.    That 
it  should  be  so  much  approved  by  the  discerning 
few,  particularly  by  some  who  are  eminnit  in 
literature,  was  indeed  beyond  ipy  expectation* 
Of  these,  part  were  prepossessed  in  its  favour^ 
even  before  they  saw  it,  from  the  contradictory 
censures  of  opposite  zealots.    Thus  a  gentleman 
of  great  literary  knowledge  told  a  friend  of  mipe^ 
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^  short  time  after  its  publication,  that  he  had 
not  seen  niyJ)OQk,  but  had  formed  a  favourable 
opini*^ji:^f  Vv^n^jfibdrqj^jthat  it  had  given  equal 
and  l)i*gh'.o3fencft.*t6.  tlie  violent,  blockheads  on 
both  sides,*:.. :•!:%.•  *: 

To  foVft>'i  fita&'iacnt  of  the  inconsistent  obiec- 
tions  ma'de'to'tliis' little  work  by  counterfeit, 
and  even  by  some  real,  but  ignorant  and  unre- 
flecting, loyalists,  would  be  to  fill  a  volume  as 
large  as  the  work  itself,  with  a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  absurd  matter.  So  far  as  any  consistent 
meaning  can  be  collected  from  such  a  mass,  the 
substance  appears  to  be  this,  that  I  have  not 
described  all  those  who,  by  incKnation,  or  acci- 
dental circumstances,  were  arranged  on  the  side 
of  loyalism,  as  free  from  every  infirmity  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  endued  with  every  virtue,  parti- 
cularly those  of  clemency  and  courage.  That  I 
have  not  depicted  all  those  who,  by  previous  de-' 
sign,  or  by  accident,  were  found  on  the  opposite 
side,  as  destitute  of  every  virtue,  and  though 
cowards ;  yet,  by  aome  strange  fatality,  expo- 
sing themselves  in  such  manner  to  the  swords 
and  bullets  of  the  armed  saints,  as  to  have  been 
slaughtered  in  thousands  in  every  encouliter; 
while,  among  the'  saints,  notwithstanding  the 
intrepid,  exposure  of  their  persons  to  the  guns 
and  pikes  of  the  immensely  more  numerous 
rebels,  very  few  were  killed  or  wounded. 

By  suppressing  all  information   inconsistent- 
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teith  such  a  plan,  ^nd  heightening  that  which 
would  answer  the  purpose,  I  might  have  written 
such  a  book  with  much  less  trouble  ^than  that 
which  I  have  published.  I  should  then  have 
given  not  more  offence  to  croppies,  and  I  really 
believe,  much  less  ofFence  to  Roman  catholics, 
than  I  have  given.  I  might  be  outwardly  caress- 
ed, perhaps,  even  to  my  great  pecuniary  emo- 
lument, and  loudly  applauded  by  a  certain 
description  of  people,  who,  at  the  same  time, 
must  inwardly  despise  me,  while  my  pretended 
history  would  be  a  laughing-stock  to  all  men  -  of 
discernment  who  should  deign  to  read  it,  and, 
'  as  soon  as  the  present  ferment  should  subside, 
would  be  quite  thrown  away  as  a  useless  piece 
of  sycophantic  lumber. 

To  write  a  book  determinedly  and  exclusively 
in  favour  of  dther  party,  especially  the  victorious 
and  ruling  party,  is  an  easy  piece  of  business. 
An  author  with  such  a  purpose  will  feel  no  dearth 
of  story,  style,  or  phrase.  The  fiery  stream  of 
volcanic  matter  will  be  poured  copiously  around 
him.  The  danger  is,  that  he  may  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  lava,  or  enveloped  in  a  cineri- 
tious  cloud.  Neither  will  he  want  purchasers 
for  a  lumber  of  affidavits  formed  to  hi^  purpose 
among  the  dupes  of  his  party,  if  his  object  be,  ^ 
present  gain,  without  regard  to  future  infamy. 

Instead  of  such  a  plan,  I  chose,    (as  •!  iBUst 
(liOQsei  if  I  should  write  at  all)  the  line  of  truthi 
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80  far  as  I  could  find  means  to  trace  it  Caluoi- 
niators  of  all  factions,  have  therefore  exerted 
their  powers,  and  some  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  regular  junto,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
every  engine  in  motion  to  hurt  the  reputation  of 
my  history,  and  for  the  forwarding  of  that  oh* 
ject  they  even  deal  their  slanders  against  my 
private  character.  If  I  should  think  propei^  to 
]0y  before  the  public  the  characters  of  some  of 
these  gentry,  particularly  those  of  some  yeomen 
officers,  their  power  of  calumniation  might  be 
sufficiently  circumscribed ;  but  I  choose  to  rest 
my  book  and  character  solely  on  their  own 
merits.  Integrity  will  be  its  own  shield.  Truth 
will Jind  its  way.  My  book  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  public,  and  any  person  of  common  sensjS 
hai  a  right  to  form  a  judgment  of  it,  who  reads 
the  whole  with  attention,  instead  of  relying  on 
the  garbled  representations  of  others.  My  cha- 
racter is  known  to  several  respectable  persons ; 
and  of  my  loyalty  I  have  given  full  proof  in  the 
knowledge  of  men  of  honourable  rank  and  repu- 
tation, whom  I  could  call  as  witnesses,  if  I  had 
occasion.  I  shall  leave  these  counterfeit  loyalists 
the  pleasure  of  knawing  the  file  till  they  wear 
their  teeth.  Thanks  to  the  genius  of  British 
domination,  and  extensive  r/eason,  these  viru* 
fent  animalcula  are  at  length  deprived  of  their 
sting  qpd  power  of  mischief.  The  evil  has 
wprked  its  cure,  and  law  and  reason  are  no\vc 
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too  Strong  to  be  disturbed,  or  at  all  affected,  by 
^the   noisy  senseless  jargcn  of  these  would-be 
statesmen. 

By  counterfeit  loyalists,  I  mean  men  who 
make  unii^ssary*  professions  of  a  violent  zeal 
Tor  the  established  government  and  protestant 
religion,  and  at  the  same  time  speak  and  act  as  . 
if  they  wished  to  render  both  of  these  odious  t6 
as  many  people  as  possible,  and  thus,  by  aug- 
inenting  the  number  and  rancour  of  enemies  to 
thesd  establishments,  promote,  as  far  as  in  tlieir 
power,  the  prqparative  works  of  revolution. 

A  gentleman  whom  I  regard  in  a  superior  light 
to  that  of  a  counterfeit  loyalist,  being  asked, 
while  he  was  declaiming  against  my  book,  whe- 
ther the  accounts  were  false  which  gave  him 
offence?  answered^  *^  No ;  but  they  are  such  as 
^'  a  loyalist,  particularly  a  protestant  clergyman, 
«' ought  not  to  have  published."  This  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  general  opinion.  A  hiattny  tnajf 
ht  written,  prwkkd  that  no  error  committed  hjf 
*  uny  actor  on  the  right  side  of  the  question,  or  in 
Juoour  of  the  righteous  cause,  shall  be  recorded. 
To  this  the  opposite  party  will  give  their  full 
liasent,  provided  that  thdrs  shall  be  acknow* 
ledged  to  be  the  righteous  cause.  Roman  catho* 
lies  are  as  highly  incensed  against  me,  as  the 
irrationally  zealous  protestants.  Yet  how  could 
they  expect  4  heretic  priest,  to  write  partially  in 
^your  of  the  true  believers  f  VVith  this  partiality. 
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however,  I  am  charged  as  a  crbne  by  over-zeal- 
ous protestants,  while  with  an  opposite  partiality 
I  am  charged  as  a  crime  by  Roman  catholics. 
Each  party  has  determined  to  discourage,  as  far 
as  passible,  the  sale  of  the  book,  as  a  hostile 
publication;  and  yet  it  has  had  a  sale,  caused,  I 
believe,  by  the  yelpiijg  of  certain  curs^  who 
barked  from  a  dark  abode  through  a  filthy  chan- 
nel, and  the  big-bou-wou  of  a  huge-mastiffy  who 
made  his  appearance  in  clear  sunshine.  These 
barkings  and  bou-\^ous  made  a  noise,  which  in- 
duced many  individuals  to  break  through  the 
rules  of  their  party  for  the  gratification  of  their 
private  curiosity.  I  therefore  return  thanks  to 
my  advertisers. 

By  the  rage  of  party,  or  the  influence  of  power, 
has  the  truth  of  history  in  all  ages  been  distorted, 
obscured,  or  lost  in  oblivion ;  few  men  having 
courage  to  publish  any  thiug  disagreeable  to  the 
ruling  faction,  whose  reign  of  terror  may  con- 
tinue until  the  facts  be  forgotten,  or.unsupported 
by  evidence.  Thus  the  most  obscure  period  of 
the  English  history,  since  the  Norman  conquest, 
is  that  of  the  war  between  the  roses,  including 
the  reigns  of  Edward^  the  fourth  and  Richard 
the  third.  Fictions,  recorded  as  facts  by  the 
most  esteemed  historians  of  that  period,  and  be- 
lieved without  scrutiny  through  a  series  of  gene- 
rations, are  detected  by  the,  contradiction  of 
official  registries,   by  inconsistency,  or  by  thiir 
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absurdity ;  while  to  supply  the  Vacuum  we  have 
only  rea;SOiiiDg  and  conjecture.  That  Richard 
the  third  was  a  monster  of  dissimulation,  trea- 
chery, and  cruelty,  with  a  hideous  distortion  of 
body  conformable  to  the  qualities  of  ^his  mindj 
what  writer  would  have  dared  to  deny  in  the 
despotic  reigns  of  Henry  the  seventh,  and  his 
successors  till  the  death  of  Elizabeth P-^-When, 
under  the  protection  of  a  most  liberal  and  benign 
government,  which  disdains  to  coalesce  with 
petty  factions,  a  writer,  totally  unconnected 
.  with  catholics  or  croppies  of  any  religion,  either 
by  donsanguity  or  affinity,  who  had  in  tlie  hour 
of  danger  strained  every  nerve  for  the  support  of 
the  existing  constitution,  who  i^iight  be; sup- 
posed in  some  degree  shielded  by  the  sanctity 
of  his  character,  as  a  minister  of  the  established 
church,  with,  I  hope,  a  corresponding  moral 
conduct,  is  furiously  persecuted  by  factious  pro- 
testants  in  various  ways,  and  repeatedly  threa- 
tened with  personal  violence,  because  he  would 
not  condescend,  to  be  the  venal  historian  of  a 
party. 

To  enumerate  the  objections  of  Rofrian  catholics 
would  give  myself  and  the  reader  unnecessary 
trouble.  One  is,  that  I  have  called  them  Romanists. 
As  I  seldom  dispute  about  articulate  sounds,  or 
soundsof  any  kind,  I  shall  call  them  here  Catholics. 
Another  is  that  I  have  expressed  an  approbation 
of  Sir  Richard  ]Musgrave's  work.     Leaving  his 
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(Other  e^kecfnencies  to  the  sagacity  of  other  oritics, 
I  have  only  commetided  his  Eeal  and  industry^ 
The  former,  I  hope,  Urill  be  allowed  by  catholics 
themselves,  after  due  |>eruial  6f  hb  quarto ;  and 
ibf  the  latter,  I  think,  his  volume  is  a  weighty  (I 
do  Mt  say  keaoy)  proof.  I  apprehend  that  it  ift 
already  beginniflg  to  sink  by  its  own  weight 
ilito  oblivion.  Another  is  that  I  have  apolo- 
gised for  orange-men,  and  that  I  consequently 
mast  be  an  orange-man  myself.  I  certai&ly 
never  have  been,  nor  ever  intetid  to  be,  an 
orange-man,  since,  having  eight  times  takea 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  being  fully  sen&iblt 
that  the  support  of  my  family  depended  on  the 
.continuance  of  the  established  government,  I 
could  not  conceive  any  mode  by  which.  I  could 
be  more  firmly  attached  to  it ;  but  I  have  been 
repeatedly  assured  by  several  orange-men,  of  un* 
doubted  veracity,  and  by  my  own  sons,  who  are 
orange-m^n^  that  thcjr  system  is  purely  defen* 
sive,  and  that  to  give  even  the  sinallest  insult  M 
any  person  on  account  bf  a  difference  in  religtoa 
fs  contrary  to  their  oaths.  I  mean  not  to  palliate 
the  excesses  of  the  lower  or  higher  orders  of 
orange-men,  more  than  of  any  6ther  denominat 
tionsof  men.  Those  ataong  them  who  have  in* 
fringed  the  laws  of  heaven  and  of  their  country, 
must  be  regarded  as  degrading  the  majesty  of  the 
monarch,  and  the  sanctity  of  the  religion  which 
they  have  pretended   to   maintain*     Anothey 
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otgection  is,  tbat  I  have  advised  the  (irdtestants 
of  Jreland  never  to  coalesce  with  their  Roman 
catholic  countrymen.     Many  sayings  have  been 
fabricated  and  reported  to  have  been  ^vritten 
by  me/ of  which  I  am  ignorant     Perhaps  the 
following  words  in  page  340,  may  have  beea 
absurdly   misconceived    in    tl>e    above    sense. 
**  Since,   from  experience  of  this  event,  civil 
'^  wars  in  any  part  of  Ireland,    except   Bomt 
*'  northern  counties,  must,  from  whatever  Causes 
**  excited,  be  justly  expected  to  assume  a  reli- 
''  gious   complexion  of  the  most  bloody   hu^ 
*^  Irish  protestants  ought  to  be  convincedi  that 
*'  the  political  separation  of  their  country  from 
**  Britain  by  a  popular  insurrection,  must  involve 
**  their  extinction,  and  consequently  an  infraa* 
"  gibly  determined  idherenpe  to  their  British 
"  connexion  is  necessary  for  their  safety."  This 
is  only  an  advice  to  them  not  to  join  in  rebel-' 
lion  against  the  British  government.     I  have 
elsewhere  advised  both  protestants  and  catholics 
to  cultivate  mutual  friendship;  but  for  this  I 
expected,  as  I  have  receivedi  no  thanks  from 
either  —  in  fact  the  opposite  of  thanks  from 
both. 

Tlie  principal  objection  is,  that  I  have,  under 

the  insidiously  assumed  mask  of  candour  and 

impartiality,  made  the  most  artfully  malicious 

insinuations  against  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  and 

^     ^bat  thus  my  book  is,  beyond  all  comparison^ 
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more  injurious  to  their  interests  than  that  of  Sir 
Richard  Musgrave;  which,  on  account  of  itg 
unqualified  aspersibns,  nobody,  they  say,  be- 
lieves. This  and  many  other  objections  I  under-^ 
.stand  to  have  been  first  made  and  propagated  by 
a  catholic  gentleman,  who  wrote  a  pamphlet  in 
answer  to  Veridicus,  and  another  ag-ainst  Doctor 
Duigenan's  State  of  Ireland.  To  Veridicus,  per- 
haps this  gentleman  may  be  a  suitable  antagonist, 
but,  I  imagine,  if  he  knew  himself,  he  would 
hardly  ever  again-  appear  in  the  lists  against 
DoctorDuigenan,  since  thi  figure,  which  he  there 
makes,  resembles  that  of  a  buffoon  in  a  court  of 
justice,  usiqg  only  grimaces  and  monkey  tricks 
to  excite  the  laughter  of  the  specta:tors,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  well  connected  and  forcible  argu- 
ments of  an  accomplished  pleader.  This  gentle- 
man says,  that  I  first  have  taken  all  possible 
pains  in  my  narration  to  inflame  the  animosity 
of  the  protestants  against  the  Catholics,  and 
then  jesuitically  (this  is  not  his  word)  pretend  to 
exhort  the  protestants  to  a  Christian  conciliation 
and  amity  with  their  catholic  fellow-subjects. 
He  also  says  that  a  spirit  hostile  to  the  catholic 
religion  is  evident  in  all  the  volumes  as  yet  pub- 
lished of  my  Terraquea. 

Some  catholic  ladies,  of  education  much  above 
the  vulgar,  have  sent  me  by  message  the  pro- 
posal  of  two  questions.  First ;  whether  I  have 
i^ot,  frqm  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  my  book. 
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written  ki  such  a  spirit  as  to  rq)resent  the  pro- 
testant  religion  as  more  liberal  than  the  catholic? 
And  secondly;  if  that  be  the  case,  wY^ether  this 
is  liberality  ? 

To  all  such  questions  and  objections  I  answer, 
that  in  writing  this  history  I  had  no  hypothesis 
to  maintain,  no  system  to  support  except  merely 
the  recording  of  the  truth  of  facts,  so  far  as  my 
discernment  could  reach,  without .  partiality  to 
sect  or  party.  If  I  have  fallen  into  errors,  let 
^fairly-obtaiued  and  clear  proofs  be  produced, 
and  I  shall  be  found  as  ready  to  acknowledge 
them  as  any  person  can  wish.  But  since,  to  say 
n,o  worse,  I  am  charged  with  gross  illiberality  to 
Roman  catholics,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing a  few  questions  in  my  turn.  No  fact  is  more 
certain  than  that  the  common  people  of  the 
catholic  persuasion,  in  all  parts  at  least  of  the 
county  of  Wexford,  whenever  they  had  hopes 
of  success  in  the  rebellion,  uniformly  declared 
that  no  other  form  of  worship  than  their  own 
must  ever  be  permitted,  and  that  God  had  never 
intended  that  any  other  should  have  place.  I  ask, 
whence  have  they  learned  this  doctrine?  If  they 
have  learned  it  from  their  spiritual  teachers^  and 
have  not  been  discouraged  in  it  by  their  gentry, 
is  this  liberality  ?  If  a  catholic  happens  to  go, 
even  once  in  his  life,  and  even  from  mere  curio- 
sity, to  a  protestant  place  of  worship,  is  he  not 
,  punished  by  penance  or  otherwise,  for  this  as  a 
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sin,  while  no  such  restraint  is  laid  on  protestantflr 
with  respect  to  catholic  places  of  worship  ?  Is 
this  Itberaflty  ? 

I  IcDOw  that  some  catholics  of  superior  intel- 
lect take  the  liberty  to  emancipate  themselves 
from  this  thraldom;  but  the  instances  of  its 
inforcement  on  the  lower  classes  are  numerous^ 
One  lately  occured  at  Wexford.     A  charitable 
school  has  there  been  established,  where  a  large 
number  of  young  girls,  protcstants  and  catholics 
promiscuously,  were  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  were  employed  in  various  works  of  industry, 
for  the  productions  of  which  they  were  paid  the 
full  value,  beside  gratuities.  A  charitable  sermou  * 
was  preached  by  Dean  Butson  for  the  assistance 
of  the  institution,  and  a  collection  made  of  fifty- 
one  pounds.     JNIost  of  the  catholic  girls  went 
with  their  associates  to  hear  the  sermon,   for 
idiich  they  were  severely  reprimanded  by  their 
priest,  and  have  since  been  all  removed  by  their 
{KU^ents,  wtio  were  threatened  with  excommuni* 
cation.    The  priest  has  published  a  defence  of 
his  conduct,  which  I  shall  give  in  another  pnb^ 
lication,  as  he  there  avows  the  doctrine  here 
mentioned.    As  the  condact  of  this  gentleman 
in  the  rebellion  was  highly  meritorious,  I  am 
very  far  ftom  intending  any  personal  reflexioa 
against  him.     I  know  also  that  some  priests  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  not  all  of  them  indeed^ 
have,  in  conversation  ^mokig  themselves,  insisted 


on  the  necessity  of  m  ecdcsiastical  court  of 
inquiaitioo»  like  that  of  Spain,  vberever  the 
power  of  the  state  is  in  the  hands  of  th$  catho* 
lies.    Is  this  liberality  ? 

Since  I  write  merely  as  a  historian,  n»t  as  a 
polemic,  I  lay  aside  all  considerations  of  sfecn-* 
lative  doctrines,  decrees  of  councils,  and  bulk  of 
popesk  which,  so  long  as  they  lie  dormant,  I  con- 
sider not  as  offensive.  I  concern  myself  only, 
with  matters  of  well-known  practice,  nor  should 
I  have  thought  proper  to  meddle  with  such 
matters^  if  the  question  of  liberality  had  not  been 
started  As  I  am  not  only  a  protestant,  but  a 
protestant  priest,  I  have  no  right  ta  expect  that 
I  should  be  admitted  as  a  judge  between  catho* 
lic^  and  protestants  with  respect  to  liberality, 
which  is  the  question  at  issuer  I  shall  therefore 
quote  the  words  of  a  most  eminent  hbtorian, 
vho,  after  having  been  alternately  protestant.and 
catholic^  was  at  last  a  deist,  equally  indifferent 
to  bath  relfgions.  I  quote  liim  merely  as  an 
impartial  judge  in  this  particular  case,  though 
the  opinion  which  he  has  ddivered  is  very  diffi;^ 
lent  from  mine. 

After  asking,  what  benefits  have  mankind' 
received  from  the  reformation^  and  from  its 
introducers^  Zuinglius,  Luther,  and  Calvin,  and 
expressing  his  disapprobation  as  much  concerning 
the.  new  as  the  old  doctrine,  he  praceeds  thus  : 
.^f  Yet  the.  services  of  Luther  and  bis  rivals  «re 


^^  solid  and  important,  and  the  pHtlosopher  must 
'f  o\vn  his  obligation  to  those  fearless  enthusiasts. 
"First;    hy    their  hands  the  lofty  fabric  of 
"  superstition,   from  the  abuse  of  indulgences 
"  to    the  intercession  of  the  virgin,  has  been 
"  leveled  with  the  ground.     Myr^ids  of  both 
*5 sexes  of  the  monastic    profession   were  re- 
"  stored   to  the  liberty  and  labours  of  social 
"  life.     A  hierarchy  of  saints  and  angels,    of 
**  imperfect  and  subordinate  deities  were  stripped 
"of  their  temporal  power,  and  reduced  to  the 
'*  enjoyment     of    celestial     happiness;     their 
"  images  and  relics    were  banished   from   the 
"  church ;  and  the  credulity  of  the  people  was 
"  no  longer  ndurished  with  the  daily  repetition 
"  of  miracles  and  visions.   ^  Tjie  imitation  of 
"  paganism  was  supplied  by  a  pure  and  spiritual 
"  worship  of  prayer,  and  thanksgiving,  the  most 
**  worthy  of,  man,  the  least  unworthy  of  the  • 
"  deity.  It  only  remains  to  observe,  Whether  such» 
**  sublime  simplicity  be  consistent  with  popu- 
**lar  devotion;    whether  the    vulgar,    in  the* 
"absence  of  all  visible   objects,    will   not  be 
"inflamed  by  enthusiasm,  or  insensibly  subside: 
"  in  languor  and  indifference.     Secondly ;  the 
"chain  of  authority  was  broken,  which  restrains 
"  the  bigot  from  thinking  as  he  pleases,  and  the 
"  slave  from  speaking  as  he  thinks :  the  popes, 
"fathers,  and  councils,  -  were  no    longer   the 
<* supreme  and  infallible  judges  of  the  world; 
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"  ftnd  eibh  christian  was  taught  to  ackniowledgc ' 
,  ^'  no  law  bbt  the  acrtptures,  no  interpreter  but 
'*  his  onm  conidencc    This  freedom,  howeter,* 
•*  waa  tbeconsequence  rather  than  the  dcugn  of 
"  the  refomation.    The  patriot  trfbriners  vera ' 
^' ambiHous  of  8ikcceed{ng  the  tyrants  whooi' 
*'tbey   had    dfethtoneA    They  iriit)Osed   inth' 
**  equal  rigour  their  creeds  and  conlfessions :  they 
"  asserted  the  right  of  tlie  magistrate  to  put* 
^'heretics  to  death.   .The  pfous   of   personar 
**  animosity  of  Calvin  proscribed  in  Servetus  the 
**  guHt  of  his  own  rebellion ;  and  tlMfflame$  of 
*'  Smithfield,  in 'which  •  he  was  afterwirds  con- 
**  sunted,  had  been  kindled  fbr  the  anabaptists  by 
"  the  aeal  of  Crannrer.     T!ie  nature  of  the  tigcf 
"  waa  the  same,  but  he  wSs  gradually  deprived 
**  of  h»  teeth  and  fangs.     A  spiritual  and  tetai- 
"  potal  kitigdom  was  possessed  by  tlie  Roman 
**  pontiff:  theproteslant  docftors  were  subjects  of 
?*  an  humble  rank,  without  revenufe  or  jurisdic- 
*'  tion.  His  decrees  were  consecrated  "by  the  anti-' 
"  quity  of  the  catholic  church  :  Mrfr  arguments' 
**  and  disputes  were  submitted  to  the  people ;  and  * 
**  ^eir  appeal  to  private  judgment  was  accepted 
**  beyond  their  wishes  by  curiosity  and  enthu- 
*'  siaSsui.     Since  the  days  of  Luther  and  Calvin, 
*^  a  secret  reformation  has  been  silently  workiug 
*'  in  the  bosom  of  the  reformed  churches ;  many 
**  weeds  of  prejudice  were  eradicated*;  and  the 
'^  diiciples  of  firasmus  diffused  a  spirit  of  Free* 
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**.dom  and  moderation.  The  liberty  of  con- 
*^  science  has  been  claimed  as  a  common. benefit, 
"  an  inalienable  right :  the  free  governments  of 
**  Holland  and  England  introduced  the  practice  • 
'*  of  toleration,  and  the  narrow  allowance  of  the- 
'Maws. has  been  enlarged  by  the  prudence  and 
'*  humanity  of  the  times;,  In  the  exercise,  the 
"mind  haS' understood  the  limits  of  its  powers; 
*^  an^d  the  words  and  shadows,  that  might  amuse 
''the  cliild,  can  no  longer  satisfy,  his  manly 
"  reason.''*    ■    -  , 

Am  I  aft^  enemy  to  catholics?  J  cannot 
hinder  those  who  choose  to  think  so;  A  man 
cannot  easily  know  himself:  but  I  think!  am 
not  their  enemy,  from  this  circumstance,  that 
I  always  felt  as  mush  distress  of  mind  from 
unjust  sufferings  of  catholics  as  of  protestants. 
For  this  the  irrational  part  of  the  latter,  will 
not  very  cordially  thank  me.  I  am  indeed 
an  enemy  to  religious  bigotry  and  intolerance, ' 
because  they  are  evinced  by  the  history  of 
mankind  to  be  most  hostile  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  human  race.  I  think  that,  if 
ever  the  government  of  these  islands  shall  have 
thought  proper  to  grant  what  is  terixjed  catholic 
emancipation, .  this  political  emancipation  will 
operate  in  Irish  catholics,  in  course  of  time, 
another  .  emancipation  from  an  incomparably 
more  ignoble  bondage,  the  thraldom  of  the  mmd 

*  Gibbon's  Dedine  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empife,  chap.  xxv. 
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In  bonds  of  ignorance  and  superstition.  This 
bondage,  from  which,  I  imagine,  many  catho- 
lic gentry  have  already  had  the  audaciti/  of 
ema;ncipating  themselves,  might  perhaps  appear 
little  worthy  of  animadversion,  if  it  included  not 
such  an  odium  of  other  refigions,  that  a  catho-* 
lie  should  be  supposed  contaminated  by  even  his 
accidental  presence  at  their  ceremonies* 

The  writer  of  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  stre- 
nuous defence  of  the  Irish  catholics,  published 
under   the  fictitious  name   of  Julius  Vindex, 
universally  supposed  to  be  a  certain  protestant 
clergyman,  thus  expresses  his  sentiments  with 
respect   to  the  religious   intolerance  of  those 
whose  political  conduct  l:g?  undertakes  to  vindi- 
cate.    **  The  writer  of  the  following  pages  wiU^ 
*^  not  be  suspected,  by  those  who  know  him,  of 
*^  any  improper  bias    toward    the   body  whose, 
**  character  he  labours  to  vindicate.     He  is  coii-  • 
**  nected  with  them  neither  by  interest  nor  pre- 
"  judices.     If  passion,   resentment,  or  personal 
"  considerations,  could  swerve  his  mind  from  the 
"  love  of  truth,  and  the  line  of  duty,  the  bitter 
•'  unwcatied  persecution,  the  incessant  obloquies 
*'  of  the   bigot^ed    and  virulent  among  them, 
*'  would  be  very  unlikely  to  inspire  such  fervent 
'*  partiality  in  their  favour,  as  would  blind  the 
**  undci-standing   by   the  vehemence   of  party 
*'  feelings,  «nd  bear  the  mind  from  impartiality 
i*  through  the  force. of  gratitude  and  sympathy. 
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*«.  Nay,  heis pretty  well  assured,  that  po  &acrificc 
"  he  couTci  mai^  eittjer  of  his  prospects  in  life, 
"  his  personal .  safety  or  liberty — ^^no  services  he 
'*  could  render  thrbxigh  the  course  of  the  longest 
*'  life— though. he  were  to  expose  himself  to  the. 
*'  vengeance  or  the  powerful,  to  the  hatred  and 
'*  persecution  of  their  numerous  and  vindictive 
**  enemies—  ^hou^H     he    should    voluntarily 
*  encounter  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  nakedness, 
'*  reject  mdepenaence,  apd  consume  himself  in 
*^  nocturnal  vigils  to  serve  the  cause  of  humanity 
*'  — though  he  ^hould  face  death  in  every  shape,^ 
*'  in  the  neld  and  on  the  scaffold,  eveii  to  the 
**  shqdding  of  his  blood— even  th^n  the  impla- 
*'  xrable  spirit  of  bigotry  would  not  relent     Did 
".  ^e  actually  fall,  and  offer  up  his  lifcr-^*  than 
**  wmpl^  no  rii^n  can  give  a  stronger  proof  pf  his 
•*  cliarity^^  accordii^  to  the  gospel,  it  would 
"pursiie'his  shade  with  maledictions,  and  per- 
**  secute  his  memory,  when  his  person  was  no  ^ 
•*  longer' in  its  power.   It  is  a  sore  ulcer  that  will, 
*^not  admit  the  healing  hand  of  the  physician— 
**  a  serpent  deaf  to  the  voice  pf  the  cl^armcr,  a 
**  concentrated' venom  which  no  oil  can  mollify. 
*'  If  Jesus''of  Kazareth,  in  whom  dwelt  the  spirit 
"  of  love,  meekness,  and  beneficence,  could  not  . 
"  assuage  the; frantic  rage  of  this  tigerj^.it  mu«f,,  , 
'*  be  admitted  incurable.'/ 

I  have  been   grieved  in  ofcservinff  that  all 
the  protection  and  suppo^^^  afforded  by  the  Biitisli  .^ 
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i^vcYAmcnt  to  tie  French  cml^t  ciergy,^anii 
in  tfie^Wiidtt^  mitiifested  to  tlicm  "by  BntTsh 
ptdMtMtSj  never  initiated  their  T)igiitry.  nor 
dre\V  frdin  them  bne  seiitiment  m  favour  of  *to- 
liBiitidn.  But,  how  itauch  soever  1  disapprove  of 
the  rubrick  of  catholicity,  of  a  popish  j[ijefafcHy, 
of  doctrihes  and  dogmas  kttribuled  Itb 'those  Svho 
cxcliisiveiy  airb'gate  the  vain  title  of  cat noirds, 
I  have  sih&rdy  rejoiced  in  *ine  repeal  of  *penal 
statutes  enacted  against  Irish  catholics,  and,  so 
iJu"  as  iin  humble  Individual  may  express,  I 
heartily  wish  the 'speedy  annihilatioix  of  the  re- 
sTduebf  thbsie'dfsquklifyin'g  laws,  by  the  imperial 
f]rarlxament,  as  u  measure  naught  with  solid  ad- 
vantage to  all  parties  in  ^his  as  yet  distracted 
country. 

W^hen  ever  the  government  shall  have  ^ani; 
teslVy  shewn  a  resolution  for  the  concessFon  bf 
poTFtical  emancrpation  to  the  catholics,  counter- 
feit loyalists,  above  defined,  will  be  seen  cqin- 
pMely  chanjging  sides,  and  courting  those  against 
whom  they  now  rail,  with  marked  assidiiity. 
Such  is  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  tKos^ 
cbuntetfeit  loyalists  oh  one  sidfe,  and  the  nibnkisli 
and  mbnk-riddeh  catholic*  oh  the  other,  who 
'appear  uAtually  eager  to  cut  each  otheris  throate| 
iftiite  cordikliy  in  thfeii-  attempts  to  calumniate 
my  book.  I  wish  them  both  a  good  night  at 
present,  iiifontiihg  them  that  two  or  three  typb- 
gtaphibal  ferrofs,  ftoiii  ^hich  ftw  books  are  free, 
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Jiaye  been  mistaken  by  them  for  errors  of  the 
Vriter.  This  would  have,  been  obviated  by  m 
accurate  statement  of  errata,  which  I  sent,  but 
ivhich  ias  not  been  inserted  ;  but  I  hppe  that 
the  second  edition  will  on  this  account  be  less 
pbjectionable, 

'  Apamphlethas  appeared,  written  by  Sir  Richard 
.Musgrave,  in  reply  to  one  of  Doctor  Caulfield, 
Jloman  catholic  bishop  of  Ferns,  in  which  he 
says,  "  that.the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  knowing  the 
*'  set  of  savages  he  had  to  deal  with7  U^,  with 
^*  more  regard  to  policy  than  accuracy,  written 
*'  a  history  of  the  rebellion,  for  the  obvious  pur- 
^'  pose  of  conciliating  the  j)riests  and  the  popish 
**  multitude,  and  to  secure  the  punctual  p^y- 
"mentpfhis  tythes;  and  for  that  purpose  he 
<*  abuses  the  ipilitary  and  yepraen,  8fC."  I  have 
pnly  to  wish^  that  they  had  swallowed  the  flatteiy, 
or  somehow  better  digested  it.  But  Sir  Richard'^ 
keen  and  perspicacious  head  is  good  at  a  hit, 
and  has  very  appositely  discovered,  that  my 
flattery  of  popery  is  au  indignant  expression  and 
abhorrence  of  popish  butchery.  To  a  plain,  un- 
refined mind,  unlike  Sir  Richard's,  this  tribute 
of  flattery,  the  more  easily  to  collect  tythes^i 
might,  by  no  very  perplexed  or  devious  induc- 
tion of  the  understanding,  appear  an  equal  lessom 
of  instruction,  exciting  mutuaj  sbapie  and  hor- 
ror at  atrbcious  deeds — not  hardening  the  heart, 
by  a  flagitioiis  and  criminal  partiiili ty — not  ascribe 
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ing  all  virtue  to  one  side,  all  vice  to  the  oppo- 
site : — but  roundly,  and  in  general  terms,  of  un- 
measured length,  of  broad,  plain  and  homely 
meaning,  holding  the  mirror  of  truth  as  disco- 
vered by  diligent  and  fair  inquiry,  alike  to  all 
'factions. — If  my  object  had  been  of  a  sycophantic 
nature,  I  had  clearly  no  alternative.  I  must  have 
embraced  the  very  part  whidh  Sir  Richard  himself 
has  embraced.  ^U  interest  lies  there.  The 
most  violent  abuse  may,  with  the  utmost  impu- 
nity, be  poured  on  the  Roman .  catholic  and 
croppy  party,  while  every  moderate  expression  is 
furiously  reprobated  by  men  conscious  of  power- 
ful support  and  favour.  I  mean  not  to  insinuate 
that  this  gentleman's  motive  is  of  the  sycophantic 
kind.  If  I  were  convinced  of  its  being  so,  I 
should  not  be  afraid  to  declare  it.  But  not  hav- 
ing the  least  personal  acquaintance  with  him, 
I  know  not  his  principles,  and  cannot  form  a 
decisive  judgment. 

My  conjecture  is,  that  he  is  a  man  of  huma- 
nity, acute  sensibility,  and  a  warm  imagination; 
and,  that  the  cruel  treatment,  the  partial  massa- 
cres, and  intended  extirpation  of  the  protestants 
of  Ireland,  together  with  the  persecutions  and 
massacres,  committed  formerly  by  Roman  catho- 
lics in  other  countries,  excited  so  keen  an'indig- 
nation'inhis  breast  against  those  religionists  in 
general,  as  induced  him  to* think  every  weapon 
justifiable  whidh  could  be  wielded  against  then>« 


Virtue,  m^te^tnan^  by  a  cu|:b  of  xntfie^iipp, 
runs  into  pr  produces  its  opposite.  ^ 

l/^tm  /|Q«in  satis  est  yktutem  si  getat,  ignm. 

In  his  laudable  exertions  to  colle<;t  materials/ 
men  of  honour  and  integrity  gave  bim  true 
statementSy  according  to  their  knowledge  ^nd 
conceptions.  Others  gave  him  such  as  were  sup- 
posed by  them  agreeable  to  his  temper  and  their 
own  interest  From  the  whole  he  has  formed  a 
compilation,  of  some  value,  even  as  It  is^  for  the 
information  of  posterity,  but  vastly  less  valuable 
than  it  would  have  been,  if  it  had  been  compile^ 
with  discernment  and  dispassionate  impartialjity. 
\Vhen  a  reader  finds  none  but  saints  and  herop^ 
on  one  side  of  the  contest,  and  none^  but  mon- 
stei9  on  the  other,  he  is  apt  most  justly  to  suspect 
the  fidelity  of  a  representation,  so  little  consistent 
with  the  ordinary  course  of  human  manners,  and 
to  regard  the  whole  as  a  doubtful  work,  embel- 
lished by  the  fictions  of  an  overwarm  imagina- 
tion. 

Atqve  ita  m^titur,  sic  veris  fds^  leittiscet, 
Primb  ne  medium,  medio  ne  discrepet  imtim. 

Much  truth  has  he  recorded— much  h?8  been 
concealed  from  him—still  paprp  doubtless  liy 
him — and  many  mistakes  ha«  be  cftWipit^ed. — Of 
these  I  have  given  a  very  slight  spf cimep  in 
the  appendix  of  my  hi^toty.    Far  greater  spew- 


nien^coald  I  have  given,  and  could  now  grw, 
if  I  should  find  an  adequate  inducement  ^r  the 
leading  of  his  quarto  again,  for  tbait  purpose; 
but  I  have  long  been  employed. in  a  study  vastly 
more  agreeable  to  me  than  that  of  the  In&h  re- 
bellion ;  and  it  is  not  without  painful  reluCDance 
that  I  am  at  any  time  drawn  from  it  to  thiy 
gloomy  subject,  of  which  I  rid  my  hands  with 
as  much  dispatch  as  possible. 

Sir  Richard  says  that  I  abuse  the  military  aaid 
yeomen.  I  cannot  hinder  him  to  use  whatever 
terms  he  finds  most  agreeable.  1  have  praised 
such  regiments  as  I  found  to  deserve  it — as  <lie 
Marquis  of  Huntley -s,  and  the  Prince  of  Wito's 
fensibles. — I  should  have  most  heart^y  wished 
that  I  could  with  truth  have^THalscd  all;  hut 
most  unfortunately  for  my  temporal  prosperity, 
truth  has  been  to  me  an  insurmountable  impedi-* 
ment.  If  I  ardently  wished  the  destruction  of 
the  British  empire,  and,  among  other  causes  of 
fiiis  destruction,  should  wish  the  most  wietched 
discipline  of  its  troops,  with  the  mostdbhonour-^ 
able  sentiments  and  ignorance  of  its  officers;  or 
if  I  eourageously  preferred  my  temporal  interest 
to  all  other  considerations,  I  should  boldly,  in 
defiance  of  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,  who  sees  my 
Noughts,  declare  that  the  army  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  is  so  perfectly  Modeled  ahd  admirably 
officered,  that  it  ^either  requires,  nor  could 
admit  any  improvement      General  Needham 
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could  procure  addresses  enough  signed  by 
officers,  oftheirown  excellent  conduct,  and  con- 
sequently of  that  of  the  men  under  their  com- 
mand If  in  a  fensible  regiment,  on  the  point 
of  being  disbanded,  some  captains  should  be 
found  vho  had  been  tailors  and  pedlars,  and 
were  on  their  return  to  these  occupations,  and 
3ome  lieutenants  who  had  been  common  drum- 
mers, fifers,  and  common  soldiers,  in  other  regi- 
ments, such  officers  might  be  extremely  happy 
to  gratify  a  general  officer  of  high  interest,  by 
the  signature  of  any  declaration,  however  diame- 
trically opposite  to  their  former  frequently  re- 
peated oral  declarations,  well  knorni  to  hundreds 
of  persons.* 

Sir  Richard  says  thus :  "  I  am  authorised  to 
**  say  that  the  bishop  of  Ferns,  Doctor  Cleaver, 
"very  much  censures  Mr,  Gordon's  history,  and 
**  that  the  magistrates,  and  clergy  of  the  county 
*^  of  Wexford,  and  many  of  the  most  respectable 
*'  officers,  who  campaigned  there  in  the  year 
**  1798,  unanimously  declare  that  it  contains 
"jmany  gross  misstatements,  and  that  its  ten- 
*'  dency  in  general  is  to  paUiate  the  horrors  of 
"  the  late  rebellion."  To  this  objection  of  his 
magistrates,  clergy,  and  officers,  an  answer  has 
been  already  given  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this 
pamphlet.   The  horrors  committed  by  the  armed 

See  Appendix,  No,  IX, 
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saints  must  sot  be  merely  palliated ;  they  must 
be  totally  concealed:  but  those  committed  by 
,  the  rebels  mast,  if  possible,  be  exaggerated.  I 
can  teM  his  baron^tship,  however,  (and  I  have 
at  least  as  good  an  opportunity  as  he  can  have 
qf  knowing)  that  not  all  the  magistrates  and 
clergy  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  nor  all  the 
oilicers  who  campaigned  there,  think  as  he 
says. 

Those  whom  I  have  always  considered  in  a  su- 
perior light,  as  to  intellect  and  candour,  certainly 
approve  of  my  history.    Some  avow  their  appro-^ 
bation.    Others  to  avoid  argumentation  with  the 
ignorant,  with  the  really  or  affectedly  violent, 
pretend  to  such  worthy  geniuses  that  they  have 
Tiot  read  it.    And  I  can  assure  the  mighty  man 
that,    if  he   kqew   what  some  of  the  violent 
railors  against  my  book  expressed  concerning  his 
understanding    before  the  publication    of   his 
quarto,  and  afterwards  concerning  his  mode  of 
compilation,  he  would  be  extremely  unwilling  to 
admit  their  opinion  as  a  criterion  of  merit.  Many 
pretend  to  disapprove  of  my  book  far  more  than 
they  really  do,  as  to  rail  against  it  is  the  popular  * 
cant,    in   ^ome   particular  places  among    the 
grossly  ignorant,  who  pretend  to  judge  of  it 
.  without  having  seen  it. 
'  The  baronet  has  a  Good  God !  (is  this  the 
taking  of  a  sacred  name  in  vain  ?)  at  any  miti- 


gitiiig  truth  !)fetogtttld<Jdn<?erihg^t1f^rR 
The  batVMiM  .has  jio  idea  oif  such  ToHy  ^  Barren 
veracity  conrtrtimg  a  dead  rebel.  He  thiriks 
that  soiriething  of  a  ilfffepent  ndture  m,  favour  of 
Wvmg  heroes  te  mcY&prudent.  The  hero  of  Vme- 
gar-Hill  is  aHVc  toihdnk  him  at  the  very  least. 
I  believe  the  best  apology  that  can  bie  tiiadc  for 
htm  isy  that  he  t^s  used  as  a  tool  by  general 
Lake.  If  so,  it  was  a  high  compliment  from  one 
general  to  another.  Of  this  I  shall  say  more  in 
another  publicatidfa.  Of  the  battle  of  White- 
Heaps,  where  thirt  teas  no  battle,  or  rather  of 
BallyguUcn,  whete  there  was  a  something  of  the 
kind,  my  account  tyras  received  from  several 
officers  engagetl  in  the  affair,  riot  indeed  from 
General  Needham.  My  account  of  this,  as  well 
as  of  other  actions  with  which  colonel  Balh- 
bridge  had  been  acquainted,  I  shewed  in  manu* 
script  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  accurate;  biit 
too  short  t    The  fact  of  the  latenesfe  of  a  certain 

*  Sir  Richard  bas  given  in  his  pamphlet  an  instance  of 
Roche's  hnmanity  in  the  protection  sent  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Fraods.  Oh,  ie  I  to  b^  betrayed  into  such  acknowledgement 
ill  fkvour  of  a  monster  t  Roche,  however,  is  nowacknowledged^ 
by  some  in  this  country  wl^o  before- denied  it,  to  have  be«a 
humane.  It  will  be  acknowledged  by  all,  when  the  System  of 
tenor  shall  have  ceased  to  exist. 

t  The  obje<;tioa  6i  lo6  short  has  been  made  to  my  account 
of  any  particular  transaction,  generally  by  persons  concerned 
in  that  transaction.    If  I  had  gratified  every  individual  in  pro- 


hero  9r;i«(ii^mittf4  ^7  aU.  QpIqoqI  Bpfinbridge 
ii^hia. letter  to  Sw  Richard  s^y^  '^  I  am  coii« 
"  vinced^  tber^  were  not  above  tiniriy  rebels 
**  killed,"  wljieie  Sir  Richard  stajtes  the  number  ofr 

^  th^  $I^n  jfttyAree  hundred..    Here  is  a  proo^  un*- 
i^twtiqn?|^Jf>pTo4^ped.by  ^it  Richard  himieU; 
of  tl^^truth  of,  oiy  a^serticHi  in  my  history,   that, 
the^  .9umb^f  of)  slai|i  on  the  <sid?  of  the  rehela  wu  \ 
inj|^^f];al  YA^t^y  exaggexated* .  Th|i3  the  truth  of 
xi^  hi$toiy  wUl.grad.MsUly  be^est(lb^«hed^  and,  aa 
I  have  bfipn  g)vea>to  expect  by  .the/  best  judges 
wilf  I  triumph,  in  the  end.  -A».  to  the  affatf  of 
Eajt^ior.  Murpby's  body^    an   ai&ir  known:  to » 
vK^y  I  shall  say  noting  hei:e,  aod  ^haU^be* 
esf^^reoQ^ly  glad  to.. see  the  de/Qlarfition  of  Sir 
R}charfl>^  five  oigcers    of  the   Ca,van  militi^,; 
Swfly  th^tjeg^^t  cannot  have  coi^tained  any  . 
tailofy  pecll^r^  or  drum^ier,  officer^f  * 

I  .shall,  for  the  present^  take  leave  of  voj 

yWe^i/. Sir.  Richard.  When  I  first  heard  of  his 
intei^tiqn  to  ,write  from,  a  great  collection  of 
auth^utip  documents^  I  thought  it  very  laubable, 
arjd.I  felt  an  inclination   (apd  had  aUo.some 

Ibntyriny  book  might  have  rivalled  in  hulk  the  ephemeral  pro- 
dttctioo  of  !our  literaiy  Don  Quixotry  the  .knight  -of  die  venal . 
quU. 

•  These  officers  are  to  swear^  that  no  officer  or  solcjier  of  the . 
Ancient  British  regiment  was  within  a  mile  of  Father  Mur« 
phy's  body  vrhen  it  was  burned  at  Arklow.  Such  an  oath  will 
merit  the  best  commissions.  Durham  promotion  will  certainly 
be  ptoyerbial.  I  should  be  sorry  (for  the  honour  of  the  North 
of  Ireland)  tKat  Cavan  promotion  should  accompany  it. 
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powerfully  cogent  reasons  for  it)  to  Co*o^efatc 
with  him;    and    instead  of  writing  a  history 
myself,  to  consign  all  my  information' and  mate- 
rials to    him.      But  I  found    also  powerfully 
cogent  reasons  on  the  other  side,  and  was  assured 
by  some  men  of  cultivated  minds  and  undoubted  * 
loyalty,  some  of  them  protestant  clergymen  with 
ample  benefices,  who  knew  the  baronet,   that 
they  expected  his  work  to  answer  no  good  pur- 
poise,  except  that  of  private  emolument,  from  the 
intemperance  with  which  they  supposed  it  would 
be  written.     I  have  good  reason  to  think  that 
the  anonymous  invectives,  published  againist  me 
in  the  Duhjin  Journal,  were  the  compositions  of 
the  baronet,  in  one  of  which  the  tragic  Jircof 
his  own  style  is  highly  praised.*     I  am  also 
informed,  that  bespeaks  in  a  manner  little  to  his  ' 
own  credit,  in  various  companies,  against  me;' 
all  this  excites  in  me  neither  fear  nor   anger. 
As  peace  is  by  the  divine  mercy  restored  to  this 
realm,  the  system    of   terror    must    gradually 
decline,  which  at  present  prevents  those  loyalists,  * 
who  can  prove  in  favour  of  my  history,  ,from 
allowing  their  affidavits  to  be  published  ;  and  so 
must  also  the  influence  of  a  powerful  juncto, 

•  This  fire  appears  id  very  rare  flashes,  with  very  great  and 
dark  intervals. 

Inceptis  gravibus  plerumque,  et  magna  prof essis^ 
Purpurcus,  late  qiti  spleudeat  unus  et  alter, 
Aiiuitur  pannui. 

HORACE* 
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vrhose  members  labour  by  every  method,   vel 
prece,  te/  pretio,  vel  viy  to  throw  discredit  on  my 
book ;  apd  thus  the  truth,  which  will  at  length 
be  fully  established  by  my  supplement,  will  in 
the  mean  time  be  gradually   forcing  its  way. 
To  all  of  any  discernment,  who  have  looked  into 
Sir  Richard's  book,  (very,  very  few,  indeed,  are 
those  who  have  had  patience  to  read  it  through !)  . 
it  is  evidently  a  party  production,  calculated  for. 
the  political  and  religious  fervour  of  the  day.  To 
those  who  examine  at  with  attention  and  dis- 
cernment,' it  appears    manifestly    founded    on 
g9.rbled  informations,  and  garbled  affidavits,  and  : 
ii;iterlarded  with  fictions.     When  a  man  gives 
Evidence  in  a  court  of  justice,  lie  is  bound  to 
declare  the  mhole  truth  ;  and  by  a  cross-e^ami-  ; 
nation  much  may  be  elicited,  which  otherwise 
might  lie  concealed.     But,  though  an  affidavit 
may  contain  mthing  but  the  truths  yet,  since  it 
may  not  contain  the  whole  truths  it  may  be  so 
framed  and  worded,  by  gs^rbling  the  evidence  of 
the  affidavit  man,  as  to  give  a  misrepresentation, 
instead  of  a  fair  statement,  of  a  fact.     By  such 
garblipg  a  moderately  handsome  female  might  be 
represented  as  ugly  enough,  by  a  selection  of  all 
which  might  favour  that  idea,  and  the  omission 
of  whatever  could  militate  against  it.     I  am  per- 
sonally acquainted  w  ith  men,  whose  affidavits  are 
published  in   the   baronet's    collection,    whose 
evidence,  on  an  examination  in  a  court  of  justice, 


would^prove  the -truth  of  what  I  stty.    If  a'hiflr- 
tdiy  of  this  period  could  be  writt<iii  on  Ihe  croppy 
side  of  the  question,  ii|  tiie  samt  spirit  as  that  of 
the  l)afonet)  and  with  a  like  support  of  a  power- 
ful ikction,  a  picture  of  the  rebellion  would  be 
exhibfted  directly  the  reverse  -  of  his,  founded 
on  afBdavits  in  a  similar  w^y.     On  the  publica- 
tion of  such  a  book,,  my  readers  might  be  better 
able  to  judge  whether  investigating  the  path  of ' 
truth  between  the  extremes  of  party,   I  have 
endei.voured  to  confine  mysdf   withm   those 
boundSi  quos  ultra  citraque  nequit  conisistere 
Tootftm* 

My  wish  is  to  hold  the  balance  even ;  to  ex- 
pose the  faults  of  all  parties  alike ;  to  present  in 
jtiAih  unornamented  languag^e  topics  of  mutual 
forbearance  and  forgiveness  to  both  sides,  who 
ought  to  rest  satisfied  with  mutual  vengeance  * 
already  inflicted.    I  have  reason  to  conclude  that  * 
some  practical  good  has  already  ensued  from  the 
faithful  mirror  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
place  before  them,  neither  distorting  the  one ' 
side,  nor  flattering  the  other.     I  know  some, 
and  hear  of  many,    who  formerly  boasted  of 
shocking  atrocities  as  heroic  exploits,  or  laud- 
able effusions  of  loyalty  or  xeal  for  the  protestant 
religion,  who  are  now  silent  on  the  suhgect,  or 
speak  in  such  a  tone  as  denotes  either  shame  or 
contrition  for  these  acts  of  theirs,     I  feel  much 
pleasure  in  the  change,  and  even  ^omc  degree  of  * 
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pride  in*  having,  in  some  small  measure,  contri- 
buted to  a  reformation  in  my  countrymen. 
'  The  baronet  boasts  of  the  rapid  sale  of  his 
book.  All  productions  absurdly  violent  iu  favour 
of  a  predominant  party,  have  in  the  fervour  of 
the  inoment  a  quick  sale,  and  are  soon  forgotten ; 
while  works  of  real  merit  have  a  contrary  course. 
The  sale  of  the  former  sort  of  books  is  even 
forc^  sometimes  in  part  Dialogues  of  the 
following  import  are  ascribed  to  a  writer  of  me- 
moirs, perhaps  of  the  rebellion  of  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  against  king  James  the  Second,  whea 
thousands  of  protestants  were  put  to  death,  and 
even  women  burned  alive,  by  the  instruments 
ofa  Roman  catholic  king,  the  least  imputation 
of  disloyalty  to  whom  was  fatal  to  the  accused 
person.  I  should  be  sorry  to  impute  such  dia- 
logues to  our  baronet 

Auth»r.  Pray,  air,  how  do  you  like  my  me- 
moirs? 

Gtntkman.  Indeed,  Sir  Francis,  I  have  not 
read  them. 

.  Author.  What !  not  read  my  book !  that  is 
astonishing  !  well,  you  have  bought  it,  and  will 
read  it  immediately. . 

Gentleman.  Indeed,  I  must  confess,  I  havQ 
not  bought  it 

Jutho7\  What !  not  bought  it !  A  library  is 
no  library  without  it  You  must  buy  it  1*11 
send  now  for  it  for  you. 
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Gentleman.  Indeed  I  cannot  buy  it,  as  I  wish  t» 
forget  my  sufferings  in  that  calamitous  period. 

Author.  I  must  insist  on  your  buying  it,  for 
you  cannot  otherwise  be  a  loyalist. 

Argumentum  ad — I  forget  my  logic. — Can- 
did and  reasonable  men  are  to  be  the  ultimate 
judges  of  my  book,  as  they  are  of  all  books— 
and  not  Str  Richard,  and  the  divan  of  which  he 
is  the  mouth-piece;  or  the  monk-riddeii  part  of 
the  catholics — ^all  of  these  are  equally  hostile  to 
me  and  my  book.  While  I  adhere  to  the  salutary 
^irit^  the  piresiding  moderation,  and  healthful 
temperament  of  the  constitution  of  the  British 
Empire,  I  may  be  excused,,  if  occasionally  I  in- 
dulge a  smile  at  the  expence  of  these  worthies ; 
or  shed  a  tear  over  their  infirmities.  From  the 
bkck  and  angry  passions  of  the  hour,  ahd  rooted 
prejudices  of  a  naturally  brave,  bold  and  gener- 
ous^ but  mismanaged  people,  I  expect  not,  nor 
could  -expect  either  favour,  or  approbation. — I 
have  other  sources  of  comfort— other  grounds  of 
hope.  Here  I  intended  to  end  my  preface,  but  I  find 
another  objection  made  from  a  powerful  quarter. 

Though  I  have  been  many  years  engaged  in 
the  naturally  blended  studies  of  geography  and 
history,  I  never  once  in  all  that  time  imagined, 
that  to  write  on  such  subjects,  in  a  manner  tend- 
ing to  the  information  of  the  understandings, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  morals,  of  my 
countrymen,  could  be  considered  as  reprehensible 


in  me  in  my  capacity  of  a  minister  of  religionk 
I  regard  the  church  as  the  great  asylum  of 
knowledge,  the  only  department  affording  at 
once  competence  and  leisure  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  various  branches  of  literature,  vhich 
from  a  want,  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  re- 
quisites, are  generally  either  neglected  or  abused. 
Rare,  \try  rare  indeed,  is  the  coincidence  of 
competent  wealtli,  hi^  powers  of  the  intcllecti 
industry,  and  leisure  from  official  duties  in  any 
department.  The  church  is  well  known  to  afford 
leisure  enough  ;  but  if  the  mighty  Newton  had 
been  a  churchman  without  patriihony  os  patron- 
age, we  should  still  be  ignorant  of  the  theory  of 
the  tides,  and  of  the  simple  and  delightful  har- 
mony of  the  world  maintained  by  the  balanced 
ibroes  of  gravitation  and  projection.  How 
greatly  religion  is  corrupted  by  ignorance,  and 
purified  and  promoted  by  the  advancement  of 
knowledge  in  every  direction,  is  evidently  per- 
ceptible by  all  except  the  stupidly  ignorant 
Most  certainly  theological  subjects  cannot  be 
^aaocessfuUy  cultivated  without  amply  deep  and  * 
pxtensive  information  in  other  respects ;  and 
those  writers,  who,  in  their  different  provinces, 
elucidate  the  several  objects  of  their  study  and 
research,  contribute  to  assist  the  profound  student 
In  divinity :  and  nothing  is  more  dear  to  me 
ihan  that  the  patronization  of  literature  in  all  its 
branches  by  .prelates  would  be  the  most  efficacious 
mode  for  cbc  impiovemeat  of  religion,  and  the 
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fiecurityof  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  Tern* 
perance,  moral  conduct  in  general,  and  attention 
to  parochial  duties,  would  hardly  ever  be  found 
unconnected  with  habits  of  literary  pursuit ;  and 
few  men  would  repine  at  the  maintenance  of  a 
system,  which  they  saw  respectably  administered 
to  the  general  good. 

If  my  motive  Ijad  been  altogether  selfish,  I 
might,  for  the  mere  sake  of  a  dedication,  have 
written  a  theological  treatise,  which  few  would 
buy,  fewer  would  read,  and  by  which  fewer  still 
would  be  instructed.  So  much  with  so  great 
ability  has  been  already  written  on  such  subjects, 
that  no  void  is  left  there  for  the  useful  exertion 
of  my  humble  faculties,  Sumte  materiam  wstris^ 
qui  scribitis,  egnam  viribue. 

In  the  historical  geogr^hy  of  the  various  re- 
gions of  the  globe  I  found  a  mighty  void,  the 
treatices  on  that  subject  in  the  names  of  Guthrie, 
Payne,  and  others,  being  most  wretched  per- 
formances, which  convey  altogether  imperfect 
and  false  ideas  to  their  readers.  The  geography 
.of  Pinkerton  has  lately  appeared,  so  superior  ta 
these,  that  any  comparison  would  be  degrading, 
yet  evidently  a  work  of  haste,  erroneous  in  its 
plan,  and  very  deficient  in  mattel*.  If  any  men 
of  understanding  can  think  an  apology  requisite 
for  my  engaging  in  a  historical  geography, 
which  I  have  styled  Terraquea,  I  hope  this  will 
be  sufficient  I  thought  l  perceived  also  a  void 
for  a  history  of  the  late  Irish  rebellion,  since  I 
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suspected  that  nothing  would  be  written  on  that 
subject  by  others,  for  some  years  without  a  de- 
<:ided  partiality  to  the  one  or  the  other  faction  ; 
^for  such  writings  alone  can  escape  the  reproba* 
tion  of  both  lA  this  unhappy  country. 

From  circumstances  not  necessary  to  be  stated 
at  present,  I  had  sometime  suspected  that  the 
bishop  of  Ferns  disapproved  of  the  culture  of  at 
l£ast  what  is  termed  profane  literature  by  clergy- 
men ;  and  when  I  had  occasion  to  write  to  his 
Lordship  conperning  the  presumption  of  Sir.  R. 
Musgrave,  in  the  introduction  of  his  Lordship's 
taame  to  the  publie  as  a  censurer  of  my  book,  I 
made  a  sort  of  apology  for  devoting  to  literatmie 
that  leisure  time,  which  might  otherwise  be  spent 
less  innocently  or  less  usefully.  In  his  Lordship's 
answer  he  says,  **  I  know  not  why  you  vindicate 
to  me  your  attention  to  literature  ;  I  never  con- 
demned it,  and  heartily  wish  that  there  was  more 
of  it  in  my  diocese>  and  directed  to  fits  proper 
ebject.^'  As  to  the  object,  I  hope,  I  have  said 
enqugh  already.  This  letter  gave  me  not  ex- 
plicit information  whether  he  had  given  authority 
or  not  to  the  .baronet  to  publish  his  name,  but 
intimated  private  conversation  to  that  purpose; 
and  concluded  with  thtee  words  ;  '^  whenever  I 
publicly  avow  opinions,  I  shall  be  ready  publicly 
to  defend  them." 

With  unfeigned  respect  for  his  lordship,  I 
yeally  think  that  he  cannot  be  a  greater  lover  oi 
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truth  than  I  aiB,  and  that  he  is  not  by  very  mmj'. 
degrees  so  well  aciyiainted  with  the  transactionsi 
of  the  rebellion  as  I.     I  sincei^ly  believe  that  h\% 
lordship  has  more  humility  than  to  wish  to  be 
considered  as  an  infallible  judge,  and  that  he  is 
too  good  a  protestant  to  admit  the  attribute  of 
in&Uibility  in  any  of  the  human  race.     His  au- 
thority therefore,  however  greatly  respectable, 
decides  nothing  here ;  and  when  he  shall  once, 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mean  cabala 
of  a  certain  philopseudicjim^o,  he  will  reject  the 
acquaintance  of  its  members  with  indignation. 
The  most  unfavourable  expression  in  his  lord- 
ship's letter  was  this.     ^'  I  had  then  heard  that 
for  years  past,  you  had  expressed  yourself  un* 
friendly  to  the  government  of  the  country.'' 
This  charge  was  totally  unexpected,  though  I 
knew  that  I  had  enemies  who  laboured  by  dark 
and  devious  wiles  to  injure  me.    I  most  solemnly 
protest,  ji  this  public  manner,  my  entire  inno- 
cence of  all  disaffection  to  the  British  constitu- 
tion, or  to  any  of  its  substantial  experim^ented 
principles,  of  which  I  have  ever,  and  oa  all  oc- 
casions, in  act  and  conversation,  in  public  and 
in  private,  been  the  temperate,   but  strenuous 
and  steady  supporter.    I  have  given  reasons, 
which  I  may  publish  in  a  more  proper  place, 
why  this  constitution,  with  all  its^  defects  and 
abuses,  is  far  preferable  to  any  other  which  has 
'  ever  yet  been  known  to  exist    I  have  always^  in 


PREFACIR.  XXxilt 

word  and  act,  mtnifested  my  abhorrence  of  all 
mpbs,  op{>o8ition  to  laW;  and  attempts  to  rectify 
abuses  by  any  other  means  than  acts  of  parlia- 
ment. Men  of  the  most  worthy  charaeter,  my 
intimate  acquaintances,  who  have  repeatedly 
heard  my  prirate  sentiments,  can  testify  this^ 
whenever  Occasion  may  require. 

Some  have  gained  the  name  of  loyalists,  and 
the  favour  of  Iheir  superiors  by  talking  alone :  I 
have  shewn  my  loyalty  by  actionSy  wherever  it 
was  in  my  power.  I  exerted  myself  in  the  embo- 
dying of  protestant  yeomen  ;  I  expended  more 
in  proportion  to  my  means,  for  the  defence  of 
the  country,  than  any^  other  person  within  my 
knowledge;  I  bore  arms'  against  the 'rebels  as 
long  as  carcfumstances  permitted ;  the  only  two 
sons  of  mine  who  were  capable  of  bearing  anM, 
both  youngs  one  only  seventeen  years  of  age, 
fought  for  government  during  the  whole  rebel- 
lion, declining  no  danger  in  the  most  bloody 
combats,  but,  Grod  be  thanked,  never  behaved 
witJi  cruelty  ot  injustice.  Let  any  Aan  come 
fbrward  and  contradict  these  facts.  The  bishop 
of  Ferns  is  the  best  judge  how  far  it  may  be 
consistent  with  his  dignity  and  character  to  act 
On  the  belief  of  the  information  which  he  has 
received,  without  the  forth-coming  of  his  in- 
formers to  support  their  charge.  I  believe  him 
to  be  a  man  of  much  goodness  of  mind,  and 
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rectitude  of  intention  in  his  episcopal  capacity,; 
and  have  seen,  among  other  instances,  a  very 
maiked  attention  in  favour  of  two  clergymen  of 
Jbis  diocese,  who  had  been  publicly,  but  roost 
falsely  accused  of  worse  than  mere  disaffection. 
This^  no  person  has  ever  dared  to  do  with  me ; 
and  I  make  no  doubt  that  his  lordship  will  yet 
discover  and.  detest  the  villainy  of  those  who 
have  imposed  on  him,  with  respect  to  my  poli- 
tical character.  I  have  really  a  high  respect  for 
his  lordship,  and  a  full  sense  of  his  attention 
to  me  as  a  clergyman  of  his  diocese,  whose 
moral,  character,  it  seems,  could  not  be  so  easily 
injured;  and  if  the  gratitude  of  others  is  as 
great  as  mine,  on  a  due  consideration  of  circum* 
stances,  their  feelings  in  that  respect  must  be 
great  indeed.  My  feelings  of  gratitude  are 
strong  toward  another  prelate,  who  took  an 
early  opportunity  of  conferring  a  benefice  upoa 
me,  though  I  had  never  officiated  in  his  diocese, 
to  enable  me,  as  he  said,  to  pursue  my  studies 
with  more  ease  and  advantage;  and  I  feel  a 
pride  in  being  thought  worthy  of  such  favour  by 
a  man,  whose  universal  charity,  unspotted  sanc- 
tity, and  conscientious  discharge  of  his  episcopal 
duty,  confer  honour  on  the  hierarchy^  and  on  the 
amiable,  noble,  and  highly  respectable*  family  ta 
which  he  belongs. 
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CHAP.  1. 

Congress — Cluls — United  Irish-^ParUammtary  Reform 
— National  Guards — Rowan — Drennan'^Tandy'^ 
Jackson — Catholic  Ckmvention-^PetU%ow>'-42wventiiyh 
Bilt^P^rmmt^Fttxwilliafn^Vhitedlrisk— Soldiery 
— Militia  Bill — French  Negociation-^Insurrection 
'  Act^^Imprisonments'^French  Es^ditrxm-^MUiiary 
.  ExeaUion — Organizatuynr*4)range  Men-^Hussey^^ 
Tythes — Church — Netvspapers—Hand  Bills — French 
— Mc  Nevin^'Atrocities  — Arrests — Proclamations-^^ 
Free  Quarters — Ptolences — Yeomen — Lord  Mdward 
Fitzgefald^SheareS. 

From  the  year  1782,  when  by  the  spirited  ex- 
ertions of  the  volunteer  associations  of  Ireland^ 
the  legislature  of  this  kingdom  was  rendered 
legally  independent  of  that  of  Britain,  and  ^e 
odious  restrictions^  which  had  been  most  utwisely 
imposed  on  its  trade  and  mtoufisictutes  by  the 
British  government^  were  in  a  considerable  degree 
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removed,  many  among  the  Irish  extended  their 
views  to  a  wider  sphere  of  political  freedom.  A 
provincial  assembly,  first  coAvetiedatDungannon, 
in  Ulster,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  1782,  con- 
sisting of  the  representatives  of  a  hundred  and 
forty-three  volunteer  corps,  with  design,  among 
other  objects,  to  plan  and  petition  for  a  parliament- 
tary  reform,  or  a  more  equal  representation  of  the 
commons  in  parliament,  swelled  in  17B3  into  a 
aational  assembly,  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
several  counties,  and  held  in  Dublin  under  the  in- 
vidious title  of  congress;  invidious  undoubtedly, 
^ince  under  the  conduct  of  an  assembly  so  denomi* 
Bated;  the  British  colonies  of  North  America  had 
recently,  by  a  successful  war  against  the  power 
of  Britain,  established  ua  independent  republic 
In  the  western  hemisphere. 

The  failure  of  this  measure  m  November,  the 
same  year,  when  the  petition  of  congress  was  con- 
temptuously rejected  by  parliament,  was  attributed 
to  the  weakness  of  national  disunion,  the  triple 
partition  of  the  pec^le  divided  by  the  religious  an«- 
tipathiesof  protestants,  protestant  dissenters,  and 
Romai^  catholics*  If  all  thesq  discordant  sects 
could  be  persuaded  virtually  to  abandon  religious 
distinctions  in  a  pursuit  of  political  reform,  and 
conlially  to  coalesce  with  steady  determination  ia 
their  demands,  parliament  was  imagined  to  be  in-* 
capable  of  withholding  its  consent  As  the  main 
strength  of  the  nation,  in  respect  to  number,  was 
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Cbnceivied  to  rest  inthe  Romanists,  %lioniightcon- 
stitute  thrcc-fburths  of  the  whole  population,  to 
give  riiese  a  proportionate  weight  in  the  system, 
afid  to  interest  them  warmly  in  the  plan  proposed, 
was  an  object  of  primary  magnitude  with  politi- 
cal reformers.  For  the  removal  of  those  legal 
restrictions  and  disqualifications,  by  which  the 
Romanists  were  deprived  of  what  was  ac- 
counted their  due  share  of  politicatpower,  vigo- 
rous efforts  were  made,  and  various  engines  put 
in  motion. 

Among  the  modes  of  agency  adopted  in  those 
busy  times  by  the  favourers  of  innovation,  was  the 
institution  of  political  clubs,  which  were  fotmed 
under  several  titles  in  the  metropolis  and  else- 
where, Tlie  principal  of  these,  denominated  th€ 
whig  cluby  or  the  association  of  the  friends  of  the 
constitution^  liberty^  andpeace^  was  honoured  by  the 
sanction  of  some  very  highly  respectable  characters 
as  its  members,  whose  object  was  doubtless  merely 
to  obtain  the  reformation  of  abuses  in  the  political 
system,  and  particularly  te  promote  the  scheme  of 
a  more  equal  representation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament. A  few  of  its  members,  however,  seem  to 
have  ente'rtained  projects  of  a  deeper  kind— pro- 
jects of  revolution,  the  total  subversion  of  the  ex* 
isting  government,  and  the  erection  6f  a  democra- 
tically constituted  commonwealth  in  its  place. — 
These  advocates  of  revolution  formed  a  connexion 
with  other  clubs  of  congenial  principles)  particu* 
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larly  that  of  the  whig^  of  the  capital^  whose  dbject 
w^  evidently  a  radical  alteration  in  the  political 
system.  The  determined  agitators  of  this  and 
other  societies^  which  appeared  not  to  promise  a 
speedy  success  to  their  wishes,  framed  at  length 
a  more  general  and  deeply  planned  association, 
^hieh  outlived  allthe  rest,  and  far  surpassed  them 
in  the  vigour  ajnd  donduct  of  its  assaults  on  the 
existing  constitution  of  the  state.  This  was  the 
famous  combination  of  United  Imkn^cn^  whose 
profound  conspiracy,  after  a  long,  obstinate,  and 
doubtful  struggle  with  the  government  of  the 
kingdom,  was  forced  in  the  end,  by  the  vigilance 
and  vigour  of  administration,  feebly  to  explode 
in  pai:tial,  irregular,  and  easily  conquerable  in« 
suiTCctions,  instead  of  an  universal  and  well-orga- 
nized rebellion,  the  means  proposed  by  the  chiefs 
to  overturn  the  constitution.     • 

Originating  from  Belfast,  where  principles  of  a 
republican  tendency  had  long  been  cherished,  was 
instituted  in  Dublin,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1791,  the  society  of  United  Irishmen^  with  the 
.immediate  view  of  combining  into  one  political 
phalanx  as  many  as  possible  of  their  countrymen,  , 
without  any  distinction  of  sect,  for  the  effectuating 
of  a  change  in  the  government  of  Ireland;  or,  as 
themselves  have  declared,  **  for  the  purpose  of 
"  forwarding,  a  brotherhood  of  affection,  a  com* 
V  munion  of  rights,  and  an  union  of  power  among 
'^Irisbmeu  of  every  religious  persuasion,  and 
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'•'  thereby  to  obtain  a  complete  reform  in  the 
^*  legislature,  founded  on  the  principles  of  cin!, 
**' political,  and  religious  liberty.*'*    Catholic 
emancipation,  and  parliamentary  reform,  were  the 
avowed  objects  of  their  pursuit.     By  the  former 
was  understood  a  total  abolition  of  political  dis- 
tinctions between  Romanists  and  protestants :  by 
the  latter  they  professed  to  mean  a  completely 
democratic  house  of  commons.     In  th^  plan 
which  they  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
pilblic,  they  proposed  that  the  parliament  should 
be  annual;  that  for  the  purpose  of  election,  the 
whole  kingdom  should  be  divided  into  three 
hundred  electorates,  each  formed  by  a  combinar 
tion  of  parishes,  and  all  as  nearly  equal  as  pottible 
in  point  of  population;  that  ;io  qualification  with 
respect  to  property  should  be  required  in  the 
elector  nor  in  the  representative ;  that  every  male 
of  sound  understanding  of  the  full  age  of  twenty- 
one,  and  resident  in  the  electorate  duritig  tho 
last  six  months  preceding  the  election,  should  be 
capable  of  sufFragfe  fbr  a  representative;  that  to 
be  qualified  for  a  seat  in  tlie*  house  of  commons, 
a  man  should  be  twenty-fiv«  years  old,  resident 
within  the  kingdom,   and  holding  neither  place 
nor  pension  under  government,  and  that  each 
representative  should  receive  a  reasonable  stipend 
for  his  attendance  in  parliament. 

*  Appendix  to  the  report  of  the  secret  committee  of  the 
%om$  of  4»mmoi»;  No.  9f 
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To  attain  their  objectby  a  military  force  was 
attempted  so  early  as  the  year  1792,  when  money 
was  raised  by  subscription  to  arm  and  embody  a 
number  of  men  in  the  metropolis,  under  the  title 
of  national  guards^  with  an  uniform  distinguished 
with  green,  which  was  adopted  as  the  national 
colour,  and  buttons  inscribed  with  a  harp,  the  ar- 
morial ensign  of  Ireland,  divested  of  the  crown, 
to  denote,  as  was  supposed,  the  intended  abolition 
of  monarchy.  The  ninth  of  December  was  ap- 
pointedas  a  day  of  general  muster  of  these  guards, 
probably  with  the  design  to  display  their  forc^ 
to  inspire  c(mfidence  into  their  friends,  to  dispirit 
their  adversaries,  or  perhaps,  as  was  feared  by 
some,  tho*  it  appears  not  probable,  to  seize  even 
then  the  city,  and  commence  a  civil  war.  What- 
ever was  their  immediate  object,  govemmeni 
wisely  determined  to  suppress  in  their  commence*- 
ment  all  armed  associations  not  authorised  by  the 
supreme  power  of  the  state.  On  the  eighth  of 
December,  the  day  immediately  preceding  that 
of  the  intended  muster,  a  proclamation  was  issued 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  peremptorily 
interdicting  all  seditious  assemblies,  and  com^ 
manding  the  magistrates  to  suppr&is  them  by  mi- 
litary force,  if  admonition  should  be  found  iiot 
sufficiently  efficacious.  Intimidated  by  the  me« 
nacing  language  of  this  proclamation,  and  the 
subsequeni  martial  array  of  the  garrison  stationed 
in  the  capital,  the  national  guards  deferred  theiir 
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ineeting,  and  the  long  pn^osed  muster  never 
took  place.  The  heads  of  the  society,  however^ 
met  on  th£  I4tfa  following,  and  published  a  jkind 
of  manifesto,  orcounter*proclamatton^  exhorting 
the  volunteers  to  resume  their  arms,  for  the  main^ 
tenance,  as  before,  of  tranquillity  throughout  the 
kingdom,  against  foreign  and  internal  enemies^ 
and  advising  the  protestants  of  Ireland  to  choose 
deputies  for  provincial  assemblies,  preparativdy 
to  a  general  convention,  which  they  declared 
necessary  to  form  a  common  cause  with  that  of 
the  Romanists.  On  account  of  this  manifesto^ 
Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  who  had  acted  the 
part  of  secretary  at  the  above  assembly,  was  ar- 
rested in  the  following  month-^  gentleman  of  a 
very  respectable  family  and  fortune^  of  a  most 
amiable  character,  and  the  warmest  philanthropy. 
That  a  zealous  philanthropy,  without  aclear  judg- 
ment and  steady  resolution  to  direct  it,  is  perni* 
cious  instead  of  useful  to  society,  is  a  painful 
observation*  Brought  to  trial  in  January,  1794, 
and  found  guilty  by  the  jury,  this  gentleman  was 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  t:onfined  two  years  in  the  prison  of  Newgate 
and  afterwards  to  give  a  security  of  four  thousand 
pounds  for  his  good  behaviour  during  seven  years. 
In  June,  the  same  year,  Doctor  William  Drennan, 
a  physician,  who  had  been  chairman  in  the  same 
assembly,  wason  trial  acquitted;  but  JamesNapper 
Tandy,  a  citizen  of  Dublin,  a  most  active  member 


8  HISTORY  by  THE 

of  political  societies,  who  had,  on  arrest,  givep  baij 
for  his  appearance,  had  made  his  escape  out  of 
the  kingdom  in  the  preceding  year  to  avoid  a 
trial.  A  like  escape  was  effected  by  Mr.  Rewan^ 
who  by  stratagem  found  egress  from  the  prison. 
His  resolution  to  attempt  thisflight  was  prompted, 
at  least  precipitated,  by  the  arrest  of  an  English 
clergyman  of  the  name  of  William  Jackson,  en- 
^a^ed  in  a  treasonable  correspondence  with 
agents  of  the  French  government:  in  which  cor- 
respondence Mr.  Rowan  was  implicated,  and 
might  inconsequencehavebeen  capitally  convict- 
ed. Jackson  being  tried  in  Dublin,  on  the  23d  of 
April,  1 79^,  and  found  guilty  by  the  jui^,  evaded 
the  ignominy  of  a  public  execution  by  suicide^ 
swallowing  a  dose  of  poison,  and  expiring  in  the 
})ax  of  the  court  amid  a  multitude  of  people- 
To  penetrate  into  the  secret  motives  of  the  se- 
veral protestants^  who  were  the  prime  contrivers 
^nd  promoters  of  this  conspiracy,  which  in  a  short 
time  spread  its  ramifications  throughoqt  the  whole 
island,  and  greatly  endangered  the  established  go* 
vernment,  I  have  not  vanity  to  pretend.  Most 
probably  private  ambition  was  the  motive  of  some, 
who  aspired  at  an  eminence  of  power  and  fame 
through  the  medium  of  a  revolution,  regardless 
of  slaughters  and  devastations,  its  inevitable  con** 
comitants.  A  spirit  of  patriotism  seems  to  ha,ve 
incited  a. few,  particularly  Thomas  Addis  Emmet, 
t^  lawj'er  of  ungo'mmoix  talents  and  benevolenc<^; 


IHTftH   REBELLIOir.   .  9 

wlio  might  vainly  hope  that,  without  much  blood- 
6hed,  a  new  government  might  be  established  pf 
so  liberal  a  nature  as  to  leave  no  shackles  on  in« 
'  dustry  or  merit,  and  render  Ireland  a  flourishing 
and  ha{^y  country.  Both  appear  to  have  been 
^gr^gi<>^sly  mistaken  in  the  nature  of  the  instru- 
ments, on  which  they  in  great  measure  depended 
for  the  accomplishment  of  their  scheme. 

While  the  conductors  of  the  general  association 
were  labouring  to  extinguish  all  religious  antipa* 
thies,  and  to  combine  their  countrymen  of  all 
sects  indiscriminately  into  a  political  brotherhood^ 
the  chiefs  of  the  sect,  which  predominates  in  zeal 
and  numbers,  planned  a  particular  association, 
apparently  co-operating  with  and  constituting  a 
part  of  the  former,  but  accused  by  some  of  enter- 
taining separate  views.  Encouraged  by  the  pre- 
vious declarations  of  several  protestant  assemblies 
Jn  their  favour — by  Edmund  Burke  and  his  dis* 
ciples  in  Britain — by  the  oppositionists  in  parlia- 
ment, and  by  the  association  of  United  Irishmen, 
the  leading  ttien  among  the  Romanists  of  Ireland, 
ever  watchful  of  events  for  the  advantage  of  their 
sect,  formed  in  1792,  what  was  called  the  jCa/Ao/icf 
convention.  This  assembly,  when.the  intemperate 
proceedings  of  its  inferior  members  had  caused 
the  secession  of  near  seventy  gentlemen  from  its 
deliberations,  including  Lord  Kenmare  and  Fin* 
gall,  directed  uncontrolled  by  theaflairs  of  their 
Romanist  countrymen,  Edward  Byrne,  a  wealthy 
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merchant,  member  of  a  secret  committee  of 
Romanists,  which  had  subsisted  some  years  in 
Dublin,  issued  a  sort  of  writs  to.  the  parish  priests 
of  that  communion  throughout  the  kingdom^ 
for  the  election  of  deputies  to  compose  an  as« 
Bembly  representative  of  the  whole  body  of  Irish 
Romanists.     Two  deputies  were  chosen  in  each 
parish  by  the  majority  of  all  the  adult  males  oi 
the  congregation    assembled    at   the  Romish 
chs^l:  the  parochial  deputies  chose  in  eacb 
county  two  representatives;  all  of  whom,  toge* 
ther  with  the  representatives  of  cities  and  towss 
corporate,  similarly  chosen,  composed  the  catholic 
convention,  public  as  to  its  assembly,  in  the  Tay* 
lorVhall  in  Dublin*  *    Having  prepared  a  peti- 
tion to  the  King,  and  elected  nine  of  its  number 
to  remain  a  permanent  committee  for  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  projected  schemes,  the  convention 
closed  its  session.     By  the  authority  of  this  as* 
sembly  and  its  permanent  representative!  the  com«- 
inittee,  great  sums  were  assessed  and  regularly 
levied  on  the  Romanists,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
submitted  implicitly  to  the  orders  of  this  their  su- 
preme council,  as  of  the  most  firmly  establi^d 
government     But  the  application  of  this  money 

•  Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  ihk  work, 
Mr.  Edward  Hay  furnished  me  with  the  documents  in  No.  8» 
in  the  appendix.  From  theirinteinal  evidence,  and  subsequent 
enquiries,  I  am  enabled  to  correct  some  mistakes  into  wlupb  I 
liadbeealed* 
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is  as  ^ct  a  secret,  except  a  very  small  part  avov* 
cdly  given  to  some  agents  of  this  coalition^  pu^ 
ticularly  fifteeE  hundred  pounds  to  Theolj^ 
Wolfe  Tone,  the  most  active  of  these.  * 

A  deputation,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the 
above  mentioned  Mr.  Byrne,  carried  the  petition 
of  the  Irish  Romanists  to  London  t*  I^tro» 
duction  to  the  royal  presence,  by  one  of  the 
secretaries  of  state,  was  procured  by  the  influenoi^ 
^f  Edmund  Burke,  a  most  determined  champion 
of  the  Roman  catholic  church,  though  a  protest* 
Wt  in  external  profession.  Some  have  pretended 
that  great  sums  of  money  were,  on  this  occasion^ 
bestowed  to  such  persons  about  the  court  as  were 
supposed  able  to  influence  the  royal  ear  in  favour 
of  the  petitioners.  The  deputation  was  graci* 
ously  received  by  his  Majesty;  but  the  protest- 
aQts  of  Ireland  were  invited  to  meet  in  their 
-  several  counties,  and  to  declaa«  their  opinions 
concerning  the  emancipation  requested  by  their 
catholic  brethren,  in  order,  as  was  supposed, 
that  the  legislature  might  regulate  its  determi- 
nation, .at  least  in  some  degree,  according  to 
these  opinions.,     Notwithstanding  that  great 

♦  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Tone  received  oxdy  five  hundred 
pounds,  though  three  times  the  sum  had  heeo  ostensibly  voted. 

f  In  my  first  edition  I  pronounced  this,  a  peiiiion  surpris* 
tngly  fraught  with  misrepresentation.  Though  penal  statutes 
against  Catholics  had  lain  dorrpant,  yet  I  think  that  expres* 
•ion  unjust,  and  1  therefore  expunge  it.  See  Mr.  Hay's  letter 
in  Appendix,  No.  8« 


ti  HISTORY   OF   THE 

pains  were  taken  by  pamphlets  and  speeches  to 
convince  them  of  the  contrary,  the  protestants 
mostly  feared,  from  the  unparafleled  spirit  of 
intolerance  assiduously  nourished  in  the  Romish 
religion,  that  the  Romanists,  if  once  admitted 
into  a  participation  of  political  power,   would, 
with  the  peculiar'  zeal  of  their  sect,  avail  them- 
selves of  their  superiority  of  number^  and  eveiy 
cfther  possible  advantage,  to  possess  themselves 
of  that  power  exchisively,   and  ultimately  to 
persecute  and  even   exterminate  the  heietics. 
After  the  protestants  had  in  general,  at  their 
county  meetings,  declared  their  disapprobation 
of  indulgences  beyond  those  which  had  already 
been  given  to  their  countrymen  of  the  Romish 
faith,  the  King  was  graciously  pleased  to  re- 
commend the  reliei^  of  his  Roman  catholic  sub- 
jects  in  Ireland  to  his  two  houses  of  parliament 
in   that  kingdom.     This  mode  of  proceeding, 
whether  accidental,  or  designed  by  the  ministry, 
augmei^ted  mightily  the  jealousies  of  the  two 
parties,  the  Irish  of  the  established  and  of  the 
Romisli  church,  as  the  latter  were  left  to  con- 
clude tfcat  their   protestant  countrymen  were 
their  foes,  while  the  mmijters  were  their  friends*. 

*  The  policy  of  at  least  conniving  at  the  distractions  of  the 
Ifish  was  adopted  by  some  English  politicians'  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  in  order  to  retain  Ireland  in  a  state  of  weakness  and 
dependence.  "  We  find  Sir  Henry  Sidney  and  Sir  John  Perrot, 
pfho  fctttcHj  yodeistood  )fae  affidrs  of  Ixelaod/  mid  the  dis^x^ 
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Tlie  influence  of  th«  monarch,  as' is  usual/  pre- 
vailed in  both  houses :  the  servants  of  the  cr6w% 
who  were  the  most  hostile  to  the  measure,  and 
even  expressed  their  disapprobation  ih  parUa* 
ment,  voted  in  its  favour.  By  acts  made  in  the 
parliame(itary  session  of  179^3^  the  Romanasta 
were  placed  nearly  in  the  same  political  sitnation 
with  the  protestantSy  being  excluded  only,  by 
their  own  refusal  to  take  the  test  oalhs^  from 
sitting  as  members  of  parliament,  and  from  act* 
ing  as  officers  of  government  in  about  thirty  of 
the  great  offices  of  the  state.  But  an  efibcCual 
obstruction  was  made  against  all  conventions  of 
this  public  sort,  such  as  the  Catholic  conven^ 
tioui  for  the  future,  by  an  act  of  parliament^ 
styled  the  convention  bill,  proposjed  hy  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Fitzgibbon,  Earl  of  Clare, 
professing  **  tp  prevent  the  electioja,  ot  other 
appointment,  of  conventions,  or  other  unlaw* 
ful  assemblies,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or 
presenting.public  petitions^  or  other  addresses,  as 
to  bis  Majesty,  or  the  parliament.'*  This  pre- 
vented the  meeting  of  an  intended  national  as^ 
sembly,  which  was  proposed  to  be  convoked  in 
the  month  of  September,  the  consequences  of 

tions  of  its  inhabitants,  both  expressing  their  indignation  at  this 
Jiorrid  policy,  which  yet  had  found  ita  way  into  the  English 
parliament."  Leland'a  Hist,  of  Ireland,  B.  4.  chap.  3.  The 
removal  of  the  national  distinctness  of  Ireland^  by  its  legisiativ* 
union  with  Britain^  mus^  remove  all  mptivea  for  such  mistaken 
policy. 
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which  might  have  been  incalculably  destructive 
at  that  time  to  IrelancL 

'  I^^the  protestant-  conductors  of  the  United 
Irish  had,  at  th6  close  of  the  year  179%  sue* 
ceeded  in  their  attempt  to  overawe  the  govern-^ 
ment  by  muster  of  the  national  guards,  which 
appeared  to  be  their  immediate  object,  and  thence 
by  bolder  steps  to  compass  a  revolution,  the 
leaders  of  tlie  Romanists,  who  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Irish  association,  would  have 
bad  opportunity  to  unfold  and  put  in  execu* 
tion  their  particular  scheme.     Whatever  this 
was,  the  lower  classes  of  their  communion  ap-> 
peared  evidently  to  conceive  no  other  idea  ef  a 
levoluUon  than  the  exclusive  establishment  of 
their  own  church.    Their  spirits  were  high  in 
expectation  of  this  change.  They  could  not  en- 
tirely conceal  their  sentiments.      Treasonable 
songs,  $currilously  abusive  of  the  protestant  re- 
ligion, were  publicly  sung  by  drinkers  in  tipling 
houses  and  ballad-singers  in  the  streets.     A  fer- 
ment prevailed  which  seemed  to  announce  an 
approaching  insurrection;   and  in    1793  some 
local  commotions,  easily  suppressed,  took  place, 
particularly  about  the  collieries  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
of  Wexford.    A  body  of  insurgents,  about  two 
.  thousand  in  number,  attacked  the  towa  of  Wex- 
ford with  an  ostensible  design  to  liberate  some 
prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol  of  that  town;  but 
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siicii  iiovices  vrtte  they  then  in  militaiy  mattara^ 
that  they  vere,  with  the  loss  of  aboutaa  hundred  of 
their  party,  repulsed  by  the  fire  of  only  thirty- 
five  soldiers,  on  whose  side  the  brave  Major* 
Vallotton  Miy  by  the  stroke  of  a  scythe-Uadu 
fixed  in  ibia  end  of  a  pole* 

Some  of  the  Roimirii  gentry  aire  said  to  hat9 ' 
regretted  that  their  party  bad  let  slip  such  an 
opportunity  as  might  not  ^igsiin  occur,  of  strik«> 
ing  home,  by  a  general  insun^etion,  at  an  eam 
lier  time,  when  government  was  less  prepared 
for  the  attack.    In  1795,  however,  under  the 
lord  lieutenancy  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam^  the  succes«« 
sor  of  Lord  Westmoreland,  an  ample  field  wai» 
expanded  to  their  hopes;  ted  in  obedienee  io  • 
mandate  of  the  permiaQient.  committee  petition^ 
an  a  model  prescribed,  were  addressed  to  parlia- 
ment by  the  whole  body  of  that  persuasion,  de« 
manding  a  completion  of  what  they  termed  ca« 
tholic  emancipation.    This  nobleman,  being  one 
*ef  the  disciples  of  Edmuiid  Burke,  was  a  waritt 
friend  to  the  Romanists,'  and  a  bitter  enemy  to 
the  French   republicans,   who  had  denounced 
their  communion,  and  yet  on  whom,  notwith- 
standing, the  Romanists  of  Ireland  depended  in 
great  measure  for  the  exaltation  of  their  church 
by  their  assistance  in  a  revolution ;  but  before 
he  could  gratify  the  wishes  of  his  favourites,  the 
Earl  was  recalled,  and  the  Earl  of  Camden  sent 
as  lord  lieutenant  in  his  place.  Their  discontents 
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in  consequence  of  this  disappointment  were  cdti^ 
iidendbly  augmented :  speeches  and  resolutions 
of  a  seditious  nature  were  published  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  committee,  by  whose  invitation 
an  asseml^Iy  of  Romanists  was  convened  at  a 
chapel  in  Dublin,  and  disturbances  increased  in 
sevei^  parts  of  the  country. 

The  United  society  in  this  ferment  was  not 
idle.  After  unremitted  exertions  to  engage  in 
the  promotion  of  their  design  men  of  activity 
and  literary  talents  throughout  the  kingdom, 
and  also  to  tincture  the  minds  of  their  country- 
men with  republican  ideas,  by  the  dissemination 
of  Payne's  Rights  {fMdn,  and  other  democratic 
publications,  this  knot  of  reforming  politicians 
assumed  in  the  same  year,  1795,  with  little  dis- 
guise, a  revolutionary  cast.  The  original  decla- 
ration offered  for  signature  to  each  man  on  his 
admission  into  the  society  was  this :  '^  I,  *  *  in 
*^  the  presence  of  God,  do  pledge  myself  to  my 
"  country,  that  I  will  use  all  my  abilities  and  in- 
'^  fluence  in  the  attainment  of  an  impartial  an4 
*^  adequate  representation  of  the  Irish  nation  in 
*^  parliament ;  and,  as  a  means  of  absolute  and 
^'  immediate  necessity  in  the  establishment  of 
"  this  chief  good  of  Ireland,  I  will  endeavour 
^^  as  much  ba  lies  in  my  ability  to  forward  a 
<«  brotherhood  of  affection,  an  identity  of  in- 
"  terests,  a  communion  of  rights,  and  a  union  of 
**  power,  among  Irishmen  of  all  religious,  per- 
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^  suasions,  without  which  every  reform  in  par- 
*^  liament,  must  be, partial,  not  national:  inade* 
^*  quate  to  the  wants,  delusive  to  the  wishes, 
^*  and  insufficient  for  the  freedom  and  happiness 
"  of  this  country." 

But  now  the  mention  of  parliament  was  omit- 
ted in  the  new  test,  or  oath  of  admission,  whic^ . 
was  expressed  *  in  these  words:  "In  the  awful 
"  presence  of  God,  I,  *  *,  do  vuluntarily  declare, 
**  that  I  will  persevere  in  endeavouring  to  form 
'^  a  brotherhood  of  affection  among  Irishmen 
"  of  every,  religious  persuasion;  and  that  I  will 
^^  also  persevere  in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  an 
"  equal,  full,  and  adequate  representation  of  all 
"  the  people  of  Ireland     I  do  further  declare, 
'*  that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  punish- 
**  ments,  shall  ever  induce  me,  direetly  or  indi- 
**  rectly,  to  inform  on  or  give  evidence  against 
^*  any  member  or  members  of  this  or  similar  so- 
**  cieties,  for  any  act  or  expression  of  theirs, 
'^  done  or  made  collectively  or  individually,  in 
**  or  out  of  this  society,   in  pursuance  of  the 
'*  spirit  of  this  ohligation."* 

That  not  merely  a  reform  of  parliament,  how- 
ever, but  a  total  overthrow  of  the  existing  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  the  erection  of  the  Irish 
nation  into  an  independent  republic,  unconnected 
with  Britain,  was  from  the  beginning  an  object 

f  Appendix  to  the  report,  &c«  Ko«  24«. 
*  C 
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with  some  of  the.  original  framers  of  the  society, 
we  have  reason  to  suppose,  particularly  from 
their  own  declarations  and  correspondence. 

In  their  original  declaration  are  the  following' 
words: — "  In  the  present  great  serea  of  reform, 
**  when  unjust  governments  are  falling  in  every 
^'  quarter  of  Eqrope;  when  religious  persecution 
*^  is  compelled  to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  con- 
^*  science  J  when  the  rights  of  men  arc  ascertained 
"  in  theory,  and  that  theory  substantiated  by 
^*  practice;  when  antiquity  can  no  longer  de- 
**  fend  absurd  and  oppressive  forms  against  the 
'^  conunon  sense  ai^d  common  interests  of  man- 
*'  kind;  when  all  government  is  acknowledged 
^'  to  originate  from  the  people,  and  to  be  so  far 
.^*  only  obligatory,  as  it  protects  their  rights  and 
**  promotes^  their  welfare,  we  think  it  our  duty, 
^^  as  Irishmen,  to  come  forward  and  state  what 
^^  we  feel  to  be.  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what 
**  we  know  to  be  its  effectual  remedy. 

"  JV^JkWoc  nomticmf  g&vernment.  We  are 
^*  ruled  by  Englishmen,  and  the  servants  of 
*'  Englishmen,  whose  object  is  the  interest  of 
*^  another  country;  whoi^e  instrument  is  cor- 
*'  ruption;  whose  strength  is  the  weakness  of 
^*  Ireland;  and,  these  mea  have  the  whole  of  the 
*•  power  and  patrojiage  of  the  country,  as  means 
*'*  to  seduce  and  subdue  the  honesty  and  the 
**  spirit  of  her  representatives  in,  the  legislature, 
y  Such  an  extrinsic  power,  acting  with  uniforiQ 
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^'  force  in  a  direction  too  frequently  dppbSite  to 
^^  the  true  line  of  our  obvious  interests,  can  be 
"  resisted  with  effect  solely  by  unanimity,  deci- 
*^  sion,  and  spirit  in  the  people — qualities  which 
"  may  be  exerted  most  legally,  constitutionally, 
'*  and  efficaciously,  by  that  great  measure  essen- 
*'  tial  to  the  prosperity  and  freedom  of  Ireland — 
**  an  equal  representation  of  all  the  people  in 
**  parliament '*  * 

That  the  refonn  here  professed  was  rather  an 
ostensible  than  real  object,  exhibited  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  reformers  with  revolutionists,* 
appears  from  a  letter,  addressed  on  the  occasion 
to  his  friencjs  in  Belfast,  by  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,- 
a  lawyer  of  uncommonly  high  talents  and  in- 
dustry, and  one  of  the  original  framers  of  the 
institution,  of  wJiich  letter  the  following  is  an 
extract  **  The  foregoing  contain  my  true  and 
**  sincere  opinion  of  the  state  of  this  country,  so 
"  far  as  in  the  present  juncture  it  may  be  ad- 
"  visable  to  publish  it.  They  certainly  fall 
**  short  of  the  truth,  but  truth  itself  must  some- 
*'  times  condescend  to  temporise:  my  unalter^ 
**  able  opinion  is,  that  the  bane  of  Irish  pros* 
<*  perity  is  in  the  influence  of  England :  I  be- 
"  lieve  that  influence  M'ill  ever  be  extended 
•*  white  the  connexion  between  the  two  coiin- 
^*  tries  continues ;  nevertheless,  as  I  know  that 

Appendix  to  the  report,  &c.  No«  3« 
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^^  opinion  is  for  the  present  too  liardy,  though 
*  a  very  little  time  may  establish  it  universally, 
"  I  have  not  made  it  a  part  of  the  resolutions. 
"  I  have  only  proposed  to  set  up  a  reformed  par- 
"  liament  as  a  barrier  against  that  mischief, 
*'  which  every  honest  man  that  will  open  hi^ 
"  eyes  must  see,  in  every  instancp,  overbears 
"  the  interest  of  Ireland,  I  have  not  said  one 
'*  >vord  that  looks  like  a  wish  for  separation^ 
'*  thefugh  I  give  it  to  you  ?ind  your  friends  as 
*'  my  most  decided  opipion,  that  such  an  event 
^'  would  be  a  regeneration  to  this  country."* 

The  association  was  extended  in  Dublin  and 
the  northern  counties  with  industry  and  success^ 
The  latter  was  greatjy  promoted  by  the  displea? 
sure  occasioned  by  the  French  war — a  mini^ 
aterial  measure  adopted  apparently  without  rea* 
8on,  and  so  highly  condemned  by  many  in  the 
nation  as  to  add  prodigiously  tp  the  number  of 
^alecont^nts  in  both  the  British  kingdoms.-— 
Thje.  rapacious  insolence  of  the  spldiery  alsof^  \ 
which  ha^  been  very  unwisely  overlooked,  o^ 
not  s^fficiently  restrained,  in  the  first  years  of 
this  war,  was  certainly  not  well  calculated  for 
the  promotion  of  affectionate  sentiments  toward 
\  administration,  in  the  lower  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple in  general  throughout  fhe  kingdom.—^In  the 
inarches  of  trqops,  oa  change  of  quarters^   the 

Appendix  to  the  rapoit^  &c.  ^o*  3r 
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liotses  of  the  farmers  and  peasants,  pressed  for 
the  carriage  of  baggage,  were   brought  to  un- 
reasonable distances,  and  severely  abused,  unless 
money  was  given  by  their  owners  to  procMre  bet- 
ter treatment.     Sometimes  the  carts  were  lost, 
and  various  other   inconveniences  occurred.— 
Where  they  halted  in  their  march,  the,  soldiers 
dispersed  themselves  over  the  neighbourhood, 
seizing  horses  of  Which  they  bad  no  need,  merely 
to  force  the  owners  to  release  them  by  the  pay^ 
ment  of  money. — The  accommodation  of  sol**^ 
diers.  biHetted  was  also  severely  felt  by  some  who 
Were  exposed   to  it  from  their  situation;  and- 
money  was  extorted  on  this  ground  also.     After 
some  time,  the  grievance  of  pressing  was   re«* 
dressed  in  great  measure,*  perhaps  partly  by  more 
attention  to  discipline^    but  certainly  by   the- 
allowance  of  better  hire  for  the  transportation  of 
baggage,  by  which  the  necessity,    and   conse-' 
quently  the  pretence,  of  compulsive  employment, 
was  in  a  considerable  degree  removed.     Yetth© 
inconvenience  has  continued  to  be  occasionally, 
sometimes  severely  felt,^  by  the  connivance  of 
officers  to  the  detriment  of  agriculture ;  of  the 
numerous  instances  of  which,  one  happened  in 
my  neighbourhood  in  April,  1 802,  in  the  march 
of  the  Kerry  militia  from  Enniscprthy,  when  the 
country   was  harassed   in   an  extent  of  many 
miles:  whereas  at  Grange,  where  a  part  of  this 
militia  was  quartered,  eight  miles  from  Ennis- 
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corthy,  horses  were  provided  without  any  dis- 
agreeable circumstances,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Bev.  William  Eastwood,  a  magistrate,  and  the 
prudent  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Mahoni^r* 

Discontents  rose  high  on  account  also  of  the 
militia  bill)  which  enacted  compulsory  levies 
of  soldiers  for  the.  internal  defence  of  the  .king* 
doro.     On  a  return  of  the  names  of  the  males  in 
each   district  of  the  military  age,  lots,  were' 
drawn^  and  those  on  whom  the  chance  feU^  wers 
obHged  to  enlist  as  soldiers  for  four  years,  to  find 
substitutes,  or  to  pay  finest    Some  individuals^ 
ilnable  to  pay,  sustained  the  seizure  and  sale  o£ 
their  goods  ;  and  some  for  intemperate  expres- 
sions of  discontent  were  committed  to  gaol.  To 
inake  the  burthen  bear  more  equally,  suhscrip- 
tions  were  gienerally  proposed  and  adopted  to 
faise  money  for  the  enlisting  of  soldiers^;  and 
these  subscriptions  were  for  the  time  a  heavy  tax . 
on  peasants  and  citizens ;  but  it  was  only  tern* 
porary — for  when  this  new  species  of  army  was    . 
once  embodied,  small  bounties  were  found  sufH* 

*'  When  &  mail  would  soTieit  emplojnnent,  srt  the  rate  of 
two  shillings  a  day  for  himself  and  his  horse,  in  the  drawing  of 
lime  from  the  distance  of  ten  miles,  which  is  the  case  in  my 
neighbourhood,  and  yet  would  avoid,  by  every  possible  eva- 
sion, the  drawing  of  military  baggage^  in  which  his  earnings* 
"v^Hld  be  at  least  three  times  as  great,  we  cannot  suppose  this^ 
pfeFerence  to  be  without  a  cause.  This  cause  arises  from  the 
inattention  of  officers^  and  the  defective  discipline  of  soldiers*. 
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fcient  16  entice  recruits  for  the  Miog  of  augment 
tations,  or  vacancies. 

Not  relying  wholly  <Jn  it^  force  at  home,  ttei 
chieft  of  the  society  made  applitation  to  the 
French  government ;  aiid  in  April,  1796,  an  in- 
vasion of  Ireland  wds  promised  by  the  latter  for 
the  subversion  of  the  Btitish  {iower  in  Ireland, 
and  the  political  disruption  of  this  island  front 
Britain.  The  offer  was  accepted,  oii  conditioil 
that  the  invading  army  should  act  as  ^ukiliarieis 
und^r  the  direction  and  pay  of  the  society, 
which,  on  becoming  possessed  of  the  dbminioil, 
should  be  bound  to  re-imburse  the  wholtf  expences 
of  the  armament.* 

The  vigilance  of  goverfament  penetrated  the 
design  of  internal  hostility  and  external  alliance; 
and  as  the  ekistiiig  laws  were  totally  initdt^quatei 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  conspiracy,  new 
powers  were  conceded  by  the  legislature  to  th* 
executive  administration.  In  October,  1796, 
parliament  suspended  the  kw  of  Habeas  Cdrpus^ 
and  thereby  gave  authority  to  iint^risoli  obnoxi- 
ous persons  without  cause  assigned,  or  definite 
period  of  trial.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  yeaif 
also,  a  temporary  law,  termed  the  Insurrection 
Act,  had  passed,  levelled  immediately  against 
an  irregular  confederacy  of  men,  who,  under  thd^ 
name  of  defenders^  infested  the  eoUnties  of  Rq$^ 

*  Appendix  to  the  report)  &c«  Nosi  6  aftdsa,    , 
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common^  Leitrim^  tiongford,  Meath,  and  KH-* 
dare,  despoiling  in  the  night  the  peaceable  in«^ 
habitants  of  thek  anns,  and  latterly  also  of  their  . 
Ripney  and  valuable  effects.  By  this  act  the 
lord  lieutenant  in  couhcil  was  authorized  io  pro-" 
claim,  on  the  requisition  of  seven  of  its  mstgt* 
strates,  assembled  at  a  sessions  of  the  peade,  any 
coimty  or  distript  thereof,  as  in  a  state  of  dis-^ 
^urbance,  and  ther-eby  to  invest  the  magistrates^ 
irith  an  e:^traoFdinary  power  of  seizing,  im^ 
prisoi^ing^  and^nding  laboaird  his  n;iajestj's:fleet^ 
such  personsi  as  shQuld  be  found  at  unlawful 
assemblies,:  or  ptherwJ3e  acting  so  as  to  threaten 
tibe  public  tranquillity. 

'  The  operatioii  *  of  these  temporary  l^ws  was 
forcibly  fplt  iix  tljej  latter  part  of  this,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  following  year,  G>nstderable 
numbers  of  gentlemen,  or  persons  in  respectable 
situations  of  life,  weue  arrested  on  private  infor- 
mations of  their  engagenient  in  the  conspiracy, 
and  lodged  in  prison,  many  for  a  great  length: 
of  tinie  \)rithout  opportunity  of  trial  Many 
districts  iju  the  northern  counties  were  proclaim-^ 
cd^  and  numbers  of  the  lower  classes  of  mea 
sent  <;m  board  of  the  king's  navy» 

These  acts  of  severity,  apparently  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  were  not  with- 
Qut  cause.  A  contest^  or  trial  of  strength,, 
seems  to  have  arisen  between  the  existing 
government  and  the  association,  which  of  the^ 
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two  should  overpower  the  other.    Each Angorous 
measure,  adopted  on  one  side,  excited  another 
to  counteract  it  on  the  opposite.     To  furnish 
tfaemselvesi  with  arms,  the  lower  classes,  like  Ihc 
defenders,  assemble^  in  parties  in  the  nigh^ 
and  disarmed  those  whom  they  regarded,  as  the 
adherents  of  government.     To  save  the  produce 
ef  the  soil  to  their  friends  in  prison,  and  tQ  testify 
their  attachment  to  the  gentlemen  of  their  party> 
or  those  whom  they  imagined  not  hostile  to  their 
isause^  they  met  in  large  bodies  in  the  day  ^ 
dig  out  the  potatoes  and  reap  the  corn  of  seVjCral 
individuals.      The  greatness  of   the  t^umbeif 
assembled  on  these  occasions,  much  e3(ceeding 
what  the  specified  purposes  required ;  (fbr  ii| 
some  instances  four  or  five  thousand  were  s^M 
to  be  collected  in  one  body) — their  marching 
with  music  in  a  sort  of  military  order,  and  theii 
assembling  on  such  other  pretences  as  funerals' 
and  matches  of  football,  gave  cause  to  suspecti 
that  the  real  object  of  these  meetings  was  tor 
accustom  the  men  to  a  readiness  in  repairing  tQ 
appointed  places  of  convention,  to  give  confi- 
dence to  their  own  party,  and  to  intimidate 
their  opponents.     To  frustrate  the  q)erations  of 
the  law,  terror  and  bribery  were  employed  with 
its  agents.     Various  modes  of  persecution,  and 
even  sometimes  assassination,  were  put  in  prac-. 
tice  against  magistrates  who  exerted  themselves 
to  arrest  the  members  of  the  conspiiacy,^  wit- 
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nesses  whb  appeared  against  them  in  courts  of^ 
justice,  and  jurors  who  found  them  guilty; 
while  the  pecuniary  subscriptions  of  the  asso-^ 
ciation  were  partly  applied  to  assist  the  families 
of  its  imprisoned  members,  to  bribe  witnesses  in 
trials,  and  to  fee  the  most  eminent  pleaders  of 
-  the  law. 

Acts  of  a  violent  and  menacing  riattire  in  some 
of  the  northern  counties,  particularly  the  steal- 
ing of  ten  barrels  of  gunpowder  out  of  the  royal 
stores  in  Belfast,  are  specified  in  a  proclamation 
of  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  bearing  date 
the  sixth  of  November,  1796,  in  which  all  magi-< 
strates  atid   loyal  subjects  were  strictly  com- 
manded to  use  their  best  endeavours  for  the  pre- 
vention of  punishment  of  such  dangerous  and 
treasonable  proceedings;    orders    having  been 
previously  issued  to  the  military  officers  to  assist 
the  civil  in  the  execution  of  this  duty.     Not* 
withstanding  the  enforcement  of  this  proclama- 
tion, the  United  Irish  of  Ulster  would  have  ob- 
tained and  employed  the  ipeans  of  itisurrectionr 
if  the  French  forces,  embarked  at  Brest,  for  the 
invasion  of  Ireland,  had  effected  their  landing 
at  Bantry-bay,  where  they  arrived  near  the  end 
of  December  m  the  same  year.     While  the  de-' 
barkation  of  the  French  army,  stated  at  fifteen 
thousand  in  number^  was  prevented  by  a  storm 
which  divided  the  fleet,  the  exertions  of  the 
society  to  second  the  invasion  were  ppevented  by 
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the  receipt  of  two  contrary  pieces  of  intelligence 
from  the  French  government,  the  one  a  message 
in  November,  promising  the  arrival  of  succours 
immediately;  the  other  a  letter  in  a  few  day^ 
after  the  messenger's  departure,  which  was  con- 
sidered as  authentic,  representing  the  proposedr 
expedition  to  be  deferred  until  the  ensuing 
spring.* 

A  continuation  of  outrages,  directed  systema- 
tipally,  provoked  on  the  side  of  government 
il^ore  strenuous  exertions  to  suppress  thenu 
Authorized  for  a  discretionary  disposition  of  his 
ti*oops,  to  disarm  the  malecontents  and  prevent 
insurrection,  (by  a  letter,  dated  March  the 
third,  1797?  from  the  right  honourable  Thomaa^ 
Pelham,  secretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant),  Gene-, 
ral  Lake,  bearing  tl^e  chief  command  in  the* 
northern  district  of  the  kingdom,  issued  on  the. 
thirteenth  of  that  month  a  proclamation,  en- 
joining all  persons  not  empowered  to  keep  arms 
by  government,  to  surrender  their  amis  and 
a>mmunition  to  the  commanding. officers  in  their- 
several  neighbourhoods,  and  promising  to.  in- 
formers inviolable  secrecy,  together  with  rewards^ 
to  the  full  value  of  the  stores  of  war  discovered 
in  consequence  of  their  inforn)ation,t 

The  troops  were  so  disposjed  as  to  search  all 
suspected  places  for  military  stores,  and  to  pre-^ 

*  Appendix  to  the  report,  &c.  No.  31.    t  Ibid.  Nos.  8  and  p. 
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Tent  uplawfiil  assemblies,  especially  in  the  nighty 
after  a  certain  hour,  in  whidi  all  persons  found 
abroad  without  authority  were  liable  to  arresii 
and  pnnishinent :  but  the  quantity  of  arms  thu9 
eollected  proving  comp£^ratively  small,  and  the 
plans  of  the  society  still  remaining  in  force, 
i^hose  exertions  at  the  assizes,  during  the  cit* 
cuit  in  the  succeeding  month  of  April,  so  fa# 
frustrated^ the  prosequtions  of  the  cro^ni  as  to 
tender  the  result  rather  an  encouragement  than 
the  contrary  ^o  the  conspirator — ^measures  of  a 
ttill  more  forcible  nature  were  demanded. 

Another  proclamation  frdm- the  lord  lieutenanf 
was  issued  on  the;  seventeenth  of  the  following 
Montb,^  decl^ng  the  efiforta  of  the  civil  power 
to  bav^  been  fotind  inadequate  for  the  pr^erva- 
lion  tff  the  public  {^ace}  the  most  e^ectual 
orders  to  have  been  sent  to  the  officers  of  his 
majesty's  troops  to  employ  their  utmost  power 
for  the  suppression  of  treasonable  attempts ;  and . 
the  kitig*^  if^ostgtacious  pardon  to  be  tendered 
to  all  stich  (excepting  persons  guilty  of  certain! 
specilSfed  crimes),  as  on  or  before  tHe  twenty- 
foultb  of  June  should  surrender  to  themagi^ 
strates,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and,  if  bait 
should  be  requi^6d)  enter  into  recognizance  fyt 
their;  future  go6d  behaviour.  A  letter  from 
secretary  Pelham  to  the  earl  of  Carhampton/ 
chfef  commander  of  the  troops,  and  orders  from 
tiie  earl' to  thes«  to  act  independently  of  the 


civil  pawe^,  followed  tlie  proclamatioB  2  smd  zs 
the  plan  of  »ch  co^^ty  was  found  (particularly 
by  the  inforniations'of  Jfichojas  MaguaBi  of 
jBaintjfield,  in,  the  county  of  Do*rn),  to  be 
jirranged  for  a  general  insurrectiou  in  the  xiortb| 
which  was  to  take  place  before  the  end  of  June^ 
the  most  rigorous,  and  suUimary  modes  of  coet^ 
pion  were  judged  necessary. 

The  members  of  the  Irish  government,  forced 
by  the  magnitude  of  the  threatened  evils,  into 
^  temporary  violation  of  the  politick  constitu- 
tion, for  its  ultimate  safety,    authorized  sucH 
modes  of  compulsion  as  must  have  wbunded 
their  own  feelings.     The  houses  and  leiFects  of 
those  who  produced  not  the  arms,  which  by  in* 
formations  they  were  known  or  supposed  to  hav# 
|n  concealment,  were  consumed  with  fire  by  the 
ti'oop^  or  otherwise  destroyed ;  and  many  per* 
spns,  to  force  a  discovery,   w^re  put  to  somp 
species  of  torture,  particularly  that  of  the  picket* 
The  term  of  surrender  and  pardon  \fas  by  proclaT 
mation  prolonged   from  the   twenty-fourth  of 
June,  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  July ;  and  8ucl| 
were  the  effects  of  the  measures  pursued^  thafj 
excepting  a  partial,  unsupported,  and  6hort«Uv64 
commotion,  near  the  mountains  in  the  county  qf 
Pown,  the  intended  insurrection  was  prevented  | 
^reat  quantities  of  arms  were  collected  fWwi  th^ 
jnalecontents,  and  order  so  restored  throughout 
yister,  that  tl^e  administration  of  justic?  wa* 
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again  committed  to  the  civil  powfer,  and  the 
interference  of  the  military  discontinued  in  that 
province,  generally,  from  the  month  of  August. 
But,  while  by  acts  of  necessary  rigour,  which 
forced  many  of  its  efficient  members  into  prison, 
exile,  or  inaction,  the  designs  of  the  union  were 
at  that  time  frustrated,  and  its  plan  so  disor- 
ganized in  the  northern  counties,  that  the  infe^ 
rior  societies  in  general  discontinued  their  meet- 
ings, and  Ulster  was  far  from  being  completely 
represented  in  the  provincial  committee  ;*' it 
was  extending  in  the  southern  and  western,  with 
assiduity  and  zeal,  its  improved  system  of  or- 
gaiiization.  To  form  some  idea  of  this  extraor- 
dinary schema,  a  short  retrospective  survey  i^ 
requisite, 

.The  organization  of  the  society  of  United 
Irishmen,  which  for  some  time  was  quite  of  n 
cjivil  nature,  is  represepted  as  having  commenced 
in  the  spring  of  1798,  and  as  having  been  com*- 
pleted  in  Ulster  on  the  tenth  of  May,  1795,'  In 
the  autumn  of  the  following  year,  when  a 
reform  of  parliament,  the  ostensible  with  all,  and 
with  some  the  real  object,  was  regarded  as  aot 
otherwise  attainable  than  by  force,  the  associa-* 
tion  began  to  assume  a  military  form ;  and  ii\ 
Apiai,  1797,  the  number  of  men  in  Ulster  alone, 
cnrutied  for   insurrection,    was,    beside  others 

•  Appendix  to  the  report,  &c.  No.  H- 
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doubtless  ready  to  assist  them,  stated  at  nearly 
91  hundred  thousand,  provided,  some  with  fire^ 
araiSi  others  with  pikes,  a  store  of  ammunition, 
and  some  cannon.*^  The  organization  was  re-» 
formed  in  August  the  same  year ;  but  to  specify 
the  several  changes,  appears  unnecessary,  and  to 
give  briefly  tlie  general  outline  of  the  system, 
sufficient. 

The  association  consisted  of  a  multitude  of 
societies,  linked  closely  together,  and  ascending 
in  gradation,  like  the  componen^t  parts  of  a  pyra- 
mid or  cone,  to  a  common  apex  or  point  of  union. 
The  lowest  or  simple  societies  copsisted  each 
originally  of,  thirty-six,  afterwards  at  most  of 
only  twelve  meit,  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the 
same  neighbourhood,  that  they  might  be  mutu- 
ally under  the  inspection  one  of  another.  An 
assembly  of  five  secretaries^  severally  elected  by 
five  simple  societies,  formed  a  lower  baronial 
conjmittee,  which  had  the  immediate  superin « 
tendence  and  management  of  these  five  societies. 
Ten  delegates,  elected  one  from  each  of  ten 
lower  baronial,  composed  an  upper  baronial  com^^ 
mittee,  which  in  like  manner  directed  the  busi- 
ness of  these  .ten  lower  committees.  With  the 
same  superintendence  over  their  constituent  as^ 
setnblieSi  delegates  from  the  upper  baronial,  one 
Reputed  from  eachi   formed  in  the  counties, 

*  Appendix  to  tbe  Report^  &c.  Nos.  2  sn4  31^ 


Si  HISTORY   OF   THE 

county  committees,  and  in  populous  towns,  dis-* 
trict  committees;  and  the  provincial  committees, 
one  for  each  of  the  four  provinces,  were  com- 
posed of  delegates  from  the  district  and  county 
committees,  tAvo  from  each,  sometimes  three, 
when  the  extent  and  population  of  the  district 
«eemed  to  require  a  more  numerous  representa- 
tion. The  supreme  and  uncontrouled  command 
of  the  whole  association  was  committed  to  a 
general  executive  directory,  composed  of  five 
persons*  unknown  to  all  excepting  the  four  se- 
cretaries of  Jhe  provincial  committees ;  for  they 
were  elepted  by  ballot  in  these  committees,  the 
secretaries  of  which  alone  examined  the  ballots, 
and  notified  the  election  to  none  except  the  per^ 
sons  themsielves  on  whom  it  fell.  The  orders  of 
thi^  hidden  ^  directing  power  were  conveyed 
through  the  whole  organized  body  by  not  easily 
discoverable  chains  of  communication.  By  one 
member  only  of  the  directory' were  carried  the 
mandates  to  one  member  of  each  provincial  com*^ 
inittee,  by  the  latter  severally  to  the  secretaries 
of  the  district  and  county  committees  in  the  pro* 
vince,  by  these  secretsu*ies  to  those  of  the  upper 
baronials,  and  thus  downward  through  the  lowey 
baronial  to  the  simple  societies. 

The  military  organization  was  grafted  on  the 
civil  of  this  artfully  framed  union.  The  secret 
tary  of  each  of  the  simple  societies  was  its  non^ 
commfesioned  officer,  serjcant,  or  corporal;  the 
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delegate  of  five  simple  societies  to  a  lower  baro- 
nial committee  was  commonly  captain  over  these 
five,  that  is,  of  a  company  of  sixty  men ;  and 
the  delegate  of  ten  lower  baronial  to  an  upper  or. 
district  committee,  was  generally  colonel,  or 
commander  of  a  battalion  of  six  hundred  men, 
composed  of  the  fifty  simple  societies  under  the 
superintendence  of  this  upper  committee.     Out 
of  three  persons,  whose  names  were  transmitted 
for  that  purpo^,  from  the  colonels  of  each  county 
to  the  directory,  one  was  appointed  by  this  ex-, 
ecutive  body  to  act  as  adjutant-general  of  that 
county,  to  receive  and  communicate  all  military 
orders  from  the  head  of  the  union  to  the  officers 
under  his  Jurisdiction. — ^To  complete  the  scheme 
of  warlike  preparation,   a  military  committee, 
instituted  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798,  and 
appointed  by  the  directory,  had  its  task  assigned 
to  contrive  plans  for  the  direction  of  the  national 
force,  either  for  the  purposes  of  unaided  rebellion, 
or  co-operation  with  an  invading  French  army, 
as  occasion  should  require.     Orders  were  issued 
that  the  members  of  the  union  should  furnish 
themselves,  where  their  circuttistances  allowed  it, 
ivith  fire-arms— where  not,  with  pikes.    To  form 
a  pecuniary  fund  for  the  various  expences  of  this 
great  revolutionary  machine,  monthly  subscrip- 
tions, according  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the 
subscribers,  were  collected  in  the  several  societies, 

2> 


54  HtSTORI^    bf  titfc 

ihd  trtMufefs  appwtited  by  suflRrag*  fbr  their 
dollecttott  4Hd  disbursement.  ♦ 

Frorti  tiiia  fund  were  supplied  the  dematids  of 
(he  emisslries  cortitnisstotied  to  ei:tend  the  union- 
Of  these^  considerable  liuttibers  were  dispatched 
into  the  southern  and  Western  Gouhtics,  in  the 
biegiiiniiig  arid  t'durse  of  179^1  vliere,  though 
itiariy  had  be^ri  sworn  ifito  th*  uhidn,  little  pro- 
gress for  the  effectual  proiiiotbrt  of  the  system 
hiid  b^eri  made  before  the  aUturtiii  of  1796;  ktid 
so  little  \^as  made  for  some  time  after^  that  in 
May,  1797>  at  the  eve  of  an  intended  insurrec-f 
tlon,  the  strength  of  the  association  lay,  exclu- 
isively  of  Ulster,  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  and  the 
neighbouring  counties  of  Dublin^  Kildare,  Mcath, 
Westmeath,  and  King's  county.  This  body  of 
political  itiissfoners  received  instructions  to  work 
oO-the  passions,  the  prejudices,  and  Feelings  of 
those  to  whom  th^y  should  address  themselves^ 

TIk?  lower  classes  were  informed  that  by  a  re- 
volution, which,  in  the  cstablislmtent  of  a  demo- 
cratic system  of  government,  would  give  universsl 
irtiffrage  and  equal  rights,  their  condition  would 
be  exalted  and  reildered  far  more  comfortable, 
(treat  pains  were  taken,  contrary  to  the  oath  and 
original  plan  of  United  Irishmen,   to  revive  the 

.  •  Appendix  to  the  report,  Sec,  No.  3  J .  Rqwrt  of  the  secret 
rormnittee  of  the  house  of  lords,  8vo.  1798,  p.  6 — Q.  See  aLo 
the  trials  of  Henry  and  John  Shearcs,  John  Mac  Cann  Olivci 
Bond,  and  Williaro  Michael  Byrne, 
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fAA  religious  hatred  of  the  Romanists,  ^ho  con- 
stitute the  great  mass  of  the  people,  where  these 
emissaries  were  sent,  against  their  protestant  ftl- 
low-subjects.     To  rouse  this  numerous  body  by 
terror  and  resentment  into  a  preparation  for  hos- 
tility,, which  the  chiefs  of  the  Union  might  hope 
to  turn  to  their  own  purposes,  dreadful  accounts 
were  invented  and  industriously  propagated  con- 
cerning the  designs  of  thfe  Orange  association, 
the  members  of  which  M-ere  asserted  to  have  en- 
tered into  engagements  to  exterminate  the  Ro- 
manists, to  wade  fciree-deep,  or  even,  if  occasion 
should  require,  to  ride  saddle-deep  in  their  blooti ; 
and,  tb  impress  the  belief  of  this  horrible  false- 
hood, fabricated  resolutions  of  Orangr men  were 
printed  and  disi>ersed.    Reports  were  from  time  to 
time  circulated  of  intended  nocturnal  Massacres  of 
the  Romanists  by  large  troops  of  protestants;  and 
such  was  the  immediate  effect,  tliat  the  terrified  in- 
habitants of  the  districts  where  these  reports  were 
spread,  fled  froiYi  their  houses  at  the  approach  ot 
night,  and  lay  concealed  in  the  fields  till  morning. 
Societies  of  Orangemen  took  their  first  rise  in 
the  county  of  Armagh,  Mhere  a  mortal  feud, 
originating,  as  it  is  said,  from  a  private  quarrel, 
had  subsisted  since  the  year  I7M,  between  the 
lowest  class  of  the  presbyterians  and  Uomaiiists. 
The  foriiier,  denominated  peep-of-datf  boys^  from 
their  appearing  assembled  in  bands  frequently 
'  about  the  dawn,  having  gained  the  superiority  ; 
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the  latter  associated  under  the  titl^  of  defenders^ 
and  seem  to  have  been  regularly  organised  in  tha 
year  I78flt.     Among  the  outrages  perpetrate4  by. 
these'Romanists  was  the  assassiq^tioi)  of  a.family 
of  the  name  of  Barclay,  at  a  place  called  Forkhill, 
in  the  abovexmejtitioned  county,  in  the  year  1791. 
The  master  of  the  family  who  had  been  appointed 
to  preside  over  a  newly  endowed  protestant 
school,  his  wife,  qnd  his  brother-in-law,  the  twq 
latter  of  ^vhoin  died  of  their  wound^,  were  maimed 
in  a  horrid  mapner;  the  first  by  the  amputation 
of  his  fingers  and  part  of  his  tongue :  the  second,, 
^  beautiful  young  >vQman,  by  the  amputation  of 
her  breasts,  her  tongue,  aqd  the  calves  qf  her 
legs;  apd  the  tbjrd  by  a  similar, mutilation.     For 
self-preservation  against  this  religious  coafede*. 
facy,  which  had  spread  itself  widely  thfough  the 
^leighbouring  counties,  the  protestants  of  the 
County  qf  Armagh  hega^^  at  length,  in  the.  latter 
part  of  the  year  179^,.  to  form  associatious  under 
the  denpmjnjition  of  Orangemen,  a  denomination 
derived  from  King  William  the  Third,  Prince  of 
prange,  whp  had  rescued  the  protestants  of  Ire- 
land  by  his  arnis,  j^nd  given  them  that  stscendency 
which  they  have  since  maintained.     After  th© 
Joss  of  many  livesj  on  both  sides  in  the  contest, 
the  Orangemen  obtained  a  decided  superiority, 
and,  as  must  be  expected,  the  lower  sort  abused 
their  victory,  expelling  from  their  houses  ancj 
lands  great  numbers  of  the  opposite  p*rty,  wl\^ 
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gtenerally  took  refuge  in  Connaught.  This  po* 
litical  association  of  protestants  was  diffused  in 
\797j  into  the  county  of  Monagban,  other  parts^ 
of  Ulster,  some  tO\ms  iii  Leinster,  and  particu* 
larly  the  metropolis^ :  where  it  became  general  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fbHowing  year.  Many  men 
bf  cotlsiderable  rank  had  now  entered  into  this 
confederate  body,  the  object  of  which  was,  in  a 
printed  publication,  declared  to  be  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  order,  of  the  existing  system  of 
government,  and  the  protection  of  all  persons 
who  conducted  themselves;  with  loyalty,  without 
legard  to  differences  of  religion.  Tliey  made 
the  most  solemn  protestation,  that  to  injure  any 
person  on  account  of  his  religious  opinion-  never 
entered  their  hearts*  But  so  successful  were 
the  agents  of  revolt  in  their  endeavours  to  coun- 
teract this  protestation,  that  it  gained  no  credit 
with  the  lower  classes  of  Romanists.  I  took  once 
in  particular  an  opportunity  to  read  die  declara- 
tion to  a  number  of  my  neighbours,  of  this  de- 
scription, adding  some  comments  from  myself 
to  persuade  them  into  a. belief  of  its  sincerity* 
They  said  arhong  thehiselves,  **  see  thete  now; 
**  it  is  not  as  we  were  told ;"  and  other  words  to 
the  same  purpose;  and  ali  seemed  satisfied  that 
tiiey  had  been  deceived.  Yet,  when  I  met  some 
of  them  the  following  day,  and  spoke  on  the 
subject,  they  said  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed 
in  such  declarations;  as  Orangemen  had  entered 
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into  engagenients,  one  with  aiipth^r,  which  ^fg 
|cept  profoundly  secret  from  all  other  pTOpk- 
.    The  n)uti|al  distrust  and  hostility  of  mind,  of 
protest^T)tsi  apd  RqipaiijatQ,    was  greatly  4Qg* 
nientcd  hy  tb^  publication,  iti  17S7,  of  a  pastoral 
jctter  of  Dr;  Hws^ey,  Roipan  catholic  bishop  of 
Waterford.     In  this  be  treats  the  prote$tai»ta  with 
great  insqlence,  sis  a  contemptible  sect,  which 
must  soon  hav^  an  end;  he  accuse*  the  protes- 
tants  of  practices  of  which  they  were  Ticrt,  and 
«re  not  guiltyy  and  exhorts  the  catlwlic  clergy 
|iot  to  suffer,  under  pain  of  excommunication, 
the  children  of  their  parishioners  to  mix  with 
pirotestants  in  places  of  education.     The  imme* 
diate  efleci  of  this  was  an  augmentation  of  bi^ 
gotry  among  the  Romanists,  the  withdrawing  of 
tlieir  children  from  protestant  sclmols  to  avoid 
•  the  infection  of  heresy,  apd  a  general  separation 
of  the  twQ  sects.     Many  Romaa  catholic  gen- 
tlemen, 1  find  now,  ai|irm,  that  the  bishop  was  en* 
couraget  1,  if  not  instigated,  by  the  British  m in  istry^ 
to  cause  dissention  among  the  Irish  ;  and  ali<ege 
fpr  proof,  that  he  has  been  since  cherished  by  f  he 
niinifitry.     Whether  or  not  this  may  have  foun- 
dation, I  am  not  qualified  to  form  a  judgment. 

As  from  the  exorbitant  rents  at  which  the 
lands  of  Ireland  are  in  general  set,  on  account  of 
the  great  monopolies  of  land,  entails,  settlements, 
^nd  bad  customs,  the  payment  of  tithes,    which 
arr  so  unfortunately  modified  as  to  rest  their 


IRISH   EEBXLUOIff*  69 

Wight  almost  exclusively  on  tillage,  appeals  to 
the  cottageir,  (exhausted  by  the  deisands  of  his 
iaadlord  aqd  the  services  and  duuceurs  exacted 
by  his  landlord 8. agent,)*  an  almost  intolerabto 
grievance,  the  agitators  of  revolution  ^ke  most 
forcibly  to  the  feelings  of  the  peasantry  on  thrt 
subject,  particularly  In  the  counties  of  Cork  and 
Watcrfbrd,  vhere  the  discontent  on  this  accoqnt 
IB  greatest,  repi^enting  the  establishment  of  a 
common  u-ealth  to  include,  by  necessary  conse^ 
quence,  the  total  abolition  of  this  hated  species 
of  rent.     Why  tithes,  however,  with  which  tha 
clergy  liave  been  iendowed  **  by  a  title  more  an^ 
^'>cierit  by  ages  than  the  title  of  any  subject  of 
**  this,  Of  any  other  kingdom  in  Europe,  to  his 

♦  I'have  not  ra  ibis  intended  ofience  to  anj  individual ;  yet 
I  am  told  that  many  are  ofiended,  and  allege  in  return  that  th* 
knda  are  not  let  Ugh  by  the  owners  of  estates,  but  by  theSr 
\(^i^3i  y^^  reset  Ifnds  qa  advi^n<?^  rents.  Temwls  un49ubt^ 
^dly  rai^  the  rents  of  lands,  b^cai^e  tbey  ra^e  X\^e  r^l  y^ii^  qf 
them  by  manuring  and  other  improvemenU.  Let  us  for  el^ei- 
ilatton,  suppose  Uiat  a  man  has  taken  a  hundre4  acres  of  land  at 
«  guinea  an  acre,  and  has  expended  a  thousand  pounds  iii  it'i 
hhpr(>vement,  which,  a^  the  rate  of  teq*  pounds  an  ^cre,  for 
•pfpur?  ^$pe»  is  n^  e^tr^vag^nt  io  some  {uujt&of  Iselaod. 
When  convenience  or.aepessily  causes  him  to  remove,  is  jie  tp 
liUiVe  no  profit  rent  for  his  money  aqd-  personal  attention  f 
Probably  the  person  to  whom  he  set^  this  ground,  has  a  pnuch 
bettor  bargain  than  himself,  as  the  sub  tenant  has  no  fees  nor 
douceurs  to  pay  to  an  agent,  and  has  the  land  prepared  for  a 
<|uick- return  of  profit*  Wh^  the  lirose  expires;  the  advaneed 
rent  goes  to  the  holder  of  the  estate,  iiho  ultima^ly  enjoMS  all 
the  advantage  of  the  tenant's  money  and  labour. 
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"  particular  landed  estate."*  should  beconsidefad 
as  a  fitter  object  of  confiscation,  or  abolition^ 
than  the  other  species  of  rent,  is  a  question  for 
revolutionists  to  answer.  If  they  think  so  be- 
cause the  property  of  this  descends  not  by  here- 
ditary right  from  father  to  son,  like  a  private 
estate,  but  by  another  mode  of  succession,  the 
appointment  of  men  to  offices  in  the  religious 
establishment;  let  them  consider  that  aboot  a 
third  of  the  tithes  of  Ireland  belpng  to  laymen^ 
and  is  inherited  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other 
kind  of  rent.  If  the  mo<le,  by  which  alone  tithes 
are  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied,  is  blameable, 
this  may  be  a  reason  for  a  new  modification  or 
commutation  ;  but  cannot  be  a  reason  why  one 
denomination  of  men  should  be  deprived  of  their 
property,  and  those  of  another  denomination,* 
^ho  have  far  less  need  of  it,  and  who  would  in 
general  do  nothing  for  it,  the  owners  of  estates, 
should  be  "ttidowed  with  it :  for  certainly  an 
abolition  of  tithes,  which  in  general  equal  not 
the  twentietli.part  of  the  other  species  of  rent, 
could  bring  only  a  temporary  relief  to  the  pea- 
santry, unless  together  with  the  abolition,  the 
legislature  should  enact  that  the  tenants  on 
all  estates  should  continue  to  hold  their  lands, 
without*  increase  of  rent,  for  ever,  or  for  a  long 
term  of  years ;  as  otherwise,  on  the  expiration  of 
each  lease,  the  landlord  would  charge  the  full  value 
*  Duigenan*8  State  of  Ireland,  p.  58. 
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of  the  tithe,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  rett, 
\irith  which  alone  he  must  have  contented  him^ 
self  if  the  land  had  remained  still  subject  to  tithe/ 

We  are  not,  however,  to  regard  republican 
revolutionists  as  the  only  description  of  men 
who  consider  the  revenues  of  the  church  as  a 
fit  object  of  depredation.  Of  this  the  pos« 
session  of  a  third  of  the  tithes  of  the  khig^ 
doni,  acquired  under  the  old  established  nfio-* 
narchy,  by  laymen,  may  perhaps  be  some 
proof.  The  glebes  of  many  parishes  have  iq 
times  of  profound  peace  been  surreptitiously 
curtailed,  or  totally  absorbed  in  the  surrounding 
estates  of  the  gentry.  I  have  been  astonished 
at  hearing  certain  gentlemen  declaim  with  most 
violent  invectives  against  the  French  revolu- 
tionists, for  their  plundering  of  ecclesiastical 
property,  while  themselves  were  possessed  of 
glebes,  the  property  of  the  church,  which  they 
were  determined  by  every  chicane  of  law  to  de* 
tain  from  the  rightful  owners.  But,  though  the 
clergy  may  complain  of  the  usurpation  of  so 
great  a  portion  of  revenue,  long  apptopriated  to 
the  church,  yet  perhaps  to  the  possession  of 
tithes  by  laymen  may  the  clerical  order  ascribe, 
in  some  degree,  its  permissioU  to  retain  the  rest, 

Men  of  estates  and  influence,  who  would  most 
willingly  vote  fnr  the  abolition  of  this  kind  of 
rent,  if  it  belonged  exclusively  to  the  ecclesi- 
astical establishment,  are  prevented  from   that 


-^• 


4^  niSt€>R«^   OF   7UZ  ' 

thcasurt  hy  self-interest,  when  themselves  aw 
proprietors  of  tithes.  That  this  must  be  the  case 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  whea  we  see  some  men 
of  fortune  so  pttcrly  averse  to  the  payment  of 
tithes  to  the  elergy,  ivrhile  they  carefully  exact 
those  which  are  their  own  properly,  that  they 
avoid,  much  to  their  own  loss,  the  tillage  of  tha 
lands  which  they  immediately  occupy,  lest  they 
should  augment  the  revenue  of  the  clergyman. 
Of  this  I  mean  to  give  some  instances  in  another 
publication* 

^  As  the  emissaries  of  the  union  interested  the 
feelings  of  the  peasantry  with  respect  to  tithes, 
iso  also  they  endeavoured  tq  prejudice  the  opi- 
nions of  the  laity  in  general  against  the  hierarchy 
and  other  parts  of  the  ecclesiastical  estabUsh^ 
ment.  They  represented  thqt,  while  the  r-evcnues 
of  the  Irisl^  prelates  amounted  coHectivcly  to 
Bbove  eighty  thousand  pounds  ay^ar,  besides  largo 
eums  levied  as  fines  on  the  leases  of  their  lands ; 
filid  w,hile  the  revenues  of  chapters  and  parochial 
clergy  amounted  to  above  seven  hundred  thou?* 
sand  pounds  annually  ♦,  the  v^ast  .expences  of  this 
establishment -were  useless  for  thepuiposes  of  re- 

♦  Doctor  Duigenan  m  his  State  of  Ireland,  (London,  1J'9J># 
J)age  60)  supposes  the  whole  revenues  of  the  church  of  every 
nature  scarcely  to  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  a 
year*  I  have  in  another  work,  (Gordon's  Terraquea,  Vol.  iii. 
p.  317,  318)  suppo6e4  then)  at  abave  eight  hundred  thousand, 
itteljiding  impropriate  tithes.     Perhaps  both  suppositions  qjay 


ligibn;  or  the  cncouiagemant  or  si^ort  of  lite- 
rature Tsincp  prefermenf3  were  given  solely  from 
temporal  orpoUtical  motives,  without  regard  to 
moral  character  or  literary  merit ;  and  ^ince  the 
religious  offices  of  the  church  were  perfortned  for 
about  sixty  tho^iaapd  pounds  a  year,  by  a  number 
pf  curates  who  laboured  in  penury  and  consequent 
contempt,  for  salaries,  which  compared  to  ihf 
irevenues  of  the  prdates^  demoustratad  a  scandal^' 
ous  inequfili^y,  inversely,  proportionate  to  th^ 
utility  of  their  employme ntSk  f .  To  enter  into 
any  defence  of  the  epclesiiabtical -establishment  is 
not  my  object  here,  nor  is  this  a  fit  place.  AH 
human  regulations  are  liable  to  abuse;  and  we 
must  admit  that  attention  to  the  encouragement 
of  literature  and  exemplary  conduct  in  the 
parochial  ckrgy  in  each  diocese,  or.  the  neglect 
of  patroqage  tQ  these  qualifications  essentially 

V?  w^de  of  thft  reality.  I  havp  heeji  long;  pnclQavo\irmg  to,  gaixf 
•accurate  information  on  this  subject,  for  anintpnded  pub\icatioi\, 
ikt  present  Stale  of  the  Church  of  Ireland^  which,  when  com- 
pleted,  will  be  given  to  the  public. 
1  Doctor  Duigenan*s  authority  is  certainly  of  no  small  weight, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  observing,  that  the  clergy  of  the 
established  church  owe  the  highest  gratitude-  to  this  gentlemad 
lor  his  repeated  exertions  in  their  favour. 

+  By  an  act  of  parlianvjnt  since  made,  bishops  are  empowered 
to  raise  the  salaries  of  curates  to  seventy-five  pounds  a  year ; 
tnd  in  some  ca^es,  where  glebe-houses  are  unoccupied  by  the 
rectors,  to  ninety  ;  whereas  formerly  fiftj-  pounds  only,  con-- 
iijtuttd  in  g«Qfiral  the  annual  stlary.  *  ' 


tieeessary  for  the  honour  of  the  established 
church,  depends  6ft  the  personal  character  of  the 
bishop.  Hence  family  interest,  and  political  con* 
slderations,  predominate  far  lc;8s  in  respect  of 
clerical  promotiotis  in  sdmb  dioceses  than  in 
others.  The  remedy,  however,  proposed  by  some^ 
the  appointment  to  ecclesiastical  benefices  by 
popular' election  in  "the  several  parishes^  would 
place  affairs  in  a  far  worse  condition ^  In  the 
present  istate  of  landed  property  a  popular  eke* 
tion  would  virtually  give  the  absolute  nomination 
of  the  rector  to  the  squire^  or  landlord,  of  the 
|)arish;  in  which  case  family  interest  would  alone 
be  considered,  or' sometimes  perhaps  quali^ca* 
tions  little  requisite  for  the  pitopcr  discharge  of 
clerical  duties ;  for  instance,  the  qualifications 
of  a  jolly  pot«companion,  a  jovial  singer,  or  a 
keen  huntsman.  We  should  then  see  gentlemen 
literally  hunting  for  preferment^  of  which  a  few, 
even  at  present,  are  not  without  accusation.* 
If,  which  is  by  no  means  to  be  expected,  the 
state  of  landed  property  should  be  so  altered  that 

,  *  An  admirable  and  most  laudable  in&tance  of  lay  patronage^ 
was  exhibited  some  years  ago,  by  the  Right  Honourable  David 
Latouche,  who  conferred  the  benefice  ofCIonnegally  worth  six 
liundred  pounds  a  year,  in  the  diocese  of  Ferns,  merely  as  a 
cofnpensation  for  his  long  service  as  curate,  on  the  Reverend 
•John  Browne,  t^ith  whom  he  had  not  had  the  least  previous 
acquaintance  or  connexion.  Mr.  Latouche.  had  actually  paid 
.a  high  {iurchace  for  the  presentation* 
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|»arochial  elections  might  be  popular  in  fact,  at 
well  as  in  name,  the  sufirages  of  the  parishionera 
being  left  without  control,  real  merit,  always  un*« 
assuming  and  incapable  of  stooping  to  meai^ 
artifice,  would  have  little  chance  of  success,  in 
competition  with  presumptuous  effrontery  and 
low  iptrigucy  among  men  ill  fitted  to  form  a  right 
judgment  in  such  a  case,   aad  easily  deceived 

by  impudent  pretensions  and  crafty  manage-* 
ment. 

Though  the  liberty  of  the  press  had  been  cir- 
(pumscribed  ipuch  by  the  precautions  of  theIegis-> 
JaturGy  means  were  found  still  to  employ  this 
engine  tp  the  augmentation  of  the  popular  dis*^ 
pontent,  ^nd.disppsition  to  subvert  the  esta-. 
blished  government.  Two  papers,  called  the 
Northern  Star  and  the  Press^  were  pririted  ia 
9ticc^S3ion  for  that  purpose,  and  industriously 
circulated.  The  former,  instituted  at  Belfast,  in 
the  summer  ^f  1797i  was  not  suppressed  other- 
wise than  simply  by  an  ^ct  of  military  execution ; 
a  party  of  soldiers  taking  possession  of  the  prints 
ing-office  apd  destroying  thp  types;  the  latter^ 
established  in  Dublin  toward  (he  close  pf  the 
same  yes^r,  aqd  afterwards,  (in  cons^equence  of 
1^  new  Uw,)  published  under  the  pame  of  Arthur 
O'Conpor,  as  proprietor,  or  the  person  resp^n« 
((ible  for  its  contents,  yiho  is  now  knowp  to  have  ^ 
been  then  a  member  of  the  Irish  directory,  was 
Iftfefdicted  bjr  another  ftct  of  parliament,  which 
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has  confined  the  liberty  of  printing  arid  publish^ 
ijig  within  very  narrow  limits. 

Another  paper,  **  Th#  Union  Star  appeared  at 
*•'  regular  periods,  Was  printed  oti  one  side  of  the 
"  pg^per  to  fit  it  for  being  pasted  bn  walls,  and 
**  frequently  second  editions  wfere  published  of 
**  the  same  numbers.  It  chiefly  consisted  of 
'*  names  and  abusive  characters  of  persons  sup- 
*.*  posed  to  have  been  informers  against  United 
**  Irishmen,  or  active  opposer*  of  their  designs; 
*^  and  to  such  limits  were  generally  added  the 
^  most  furious  exhortations  to  the  populace  to 
<*  rise  and  take  vengeance  on  their  oppressors."* 
To  shew  the  spirit  of  this  paper,  privately  printed, 
and  industriously  circulated,  in  which  i^as  recom- 
mended in  plain  terniis  the  assassination  of  those 
whom  the  Union  deemed  enemies  of  their  coun- 
try, the  following  extract  may  be  sufficient: 
**  Let  the  indignation  of  man  be  raised  against 
**  the  impious  wretch  who  pi-ofanely  assumes  the 
"  title  of  reigning  by  the  grace  oJGod^  and  im* 
"  pudently  tells  the  world  he  can  do  no  wrong — 
"  Irishmen  !  Is  granting  a  patent,  and  offering 
•*  prehiiums  to  murderers,  to  depopulate  your 
"  country,  and  take  your  properties^  no  wrorrg? 
'*  Is  taking  part  of  the  spoil,  no  wrong  ?  Is  the 
'*  foreign  despot  incapable  of  wiong,  who 
'*  sharpens  the  sword  that  deprives  you  of  life, 

♦  Appendix  to  the  report,  &c.  No*  27» 
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^'  and  exjwses  your  children  to  poverty  and  dl 
**  its  consequent  calamities?  Oh,  mart  !  or  ra- 
**  ther  less,  O  king  !  will  the  smothered  groafis 
"  of  my  countrymen,  who  in  thy  name  fill  the 
'^  innumerable  dungeons  yon  have  made,  fti'r 
•*  asserting  the  rights  df  man,  be  considered  nb 
**  wrongs?  Will  enlightened  Irishmen  believfe 
*'  you  incapable  orwrong,  who  offer  up  the  most 
^'  amiable  ofmankind  daily  on  the  scaifotd,  or  th6 
**  gibbet,  to  thy  insatiable  ambition  ?  Is  ,burh- 
*'  ing  the  villages  of  what  yod  call  your  people, 
*/  alid  shooting  the  trembling  sufferers,  no 
'^  wrong?  Is  taking  the  church  into  partner- 
**  ship,  and  encouraging  its  idle  and  voluptu* 
*^  ous  drones  to  despoil  industry  of  its  reward^  , 
**  and  teach  a  lying  doctrine  to  sanction  their 
**  injustice,  no  wrong?  Ar6  the  continual  wars 
**  you  engender  and  provoke,  to  destroy  than- 
**  kind,  no  wrong?  Go,  impious  blasphemer, 
**  and  your  hypocritical  sorrerers,  to  the  fate; 
**  philosophy,  justice,  and  liberty  consign  thc^, 
"  It  is  inevitable ;  thy  impositions  are  detected. 
**  Thy  kind  have  been  brought  to  justice.  The 
**  firet  professor  of  thy  trade  has  recently  bled 
*'  for  the  crimes  of  the  craft :  his  idle  and  -Vile 
**  followers,  who  escaped  the  national  axe,  are 
•*  walking  niemoriak  of  justice,  begging  a  miscN 
'*  able  liVdihood  over  those  countries,  whose 
**  tottering  thrones  encourage  but  an  uncertain 
•/  asylurt.    Er^  (be  giave,  which  is  opening/ 
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**  for  thy  despised  person  embosoms  theej  mikt 
**  one  atonen^ent  for  the  vices  of  thy  predeces- 
**  sors;  resist  not  the  claims  of  a  people  reduced 
'*  to  every  misery  j  in  thy  name  give  back  the 
*'  properties  that  thy  nation  wrested  from  ,  a 
**  suffering  people;  and  let  the  descendents  of 
'*  those  English  ruffians  restore  to  Irishmen  their 
'*  country,  and  to  their  country,  liberty:  ;tis 
"  rather  late  to  trifle ;  one  fortunate  breeze  may 
*'  dq  it;  and  then,  woe  to  him  who  was  a  tyrant, 
'*  or  who  is  unjust  !"* 

Of  the  Press — which  was  conducted  in  a 
superior  style,  and  with  less  violence,  yet  with 
so  much  intemperance  as  to  accelerate  its  ruin, 
together  with  a  rigid  restriction  of  newspaper 
publications,  I  shall  give  only  this  extract, 
"  The  rule  of  right  is  a  rule  that  in  morals 
*'  should  never  vary ;  but  in  these  kingdoms  to 
**  preaGh  up  royalism  is  the  best  rule ;  and  the 
*^  wisdom  of  government  protects  those  who 
*^  embrace  this  right  side  of  the  question,  while 
•^  it  punishes  with  equal  rectitude  those  who 
*^  maintained  that  a  republic  is  the  only  right 
*'  form  of  government ; — X-et  us  apply  this  rule 
^*  to  the  continent.  France  is  not  a  nation  of 
**  fools;  and  some  among  them  have  as  much 
**  sense  (God  forgive  them)  as  ♦  *  *  ♦  *, — but 
♦^  no  matter.     The  fools  of  France  tell  you  tliai 

•  Appenda  to  the  report,  &c.  No,  27,  '     • 
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*^  ttonarciiy  is  a  coat  of  arma,  whose  Mppbrterft 
*^  are  the  eburch  and  the  aristocracy — its  crest^ 
''the  bipody  band— and  it&  mottOfOdi  prof anum 
^'  vulgusj  but  that  democracy,  not  possessing 
''  these  rampant  wits  is  the  aegis  of  wisdom, 
''  whose  right  rule  should  govern  the  world. 
*'  Now  ^e3e  are  two  rules  of  rights  both  ap^ 
**  peariog  on   opposite   principles^^both    pro- 
*'  Bounced  to  be  the  very  best  for  the  govcrn- 
''  ment  of  man,  and  each  declared  superior  to 
''  the  other  in  excellence ;  yet  a  man  shall  be 
''punished    alternately  for  observing  this  of 
"  that,  according  to  the  air  which  he  breathes."* 
Such  were  the  effects  of  the  various  engines 
of  the  UnioA,  that  before  the  epd  of  the  year 
1797,  the  peasantry  in  the  middle  and  southern 
counties  of  Ireland  were  generally  sworn  bito 
the  conspiracy,  and  preparing  for  insui^rectioil. 
When  the  liberty  of  publication  in  the  news^ 
papers  was,  by  new  acts  of  parliament,  so  nar- 
rowly circumscribed  as    no  longer  to  admit 
United  Irishmen  to  avail  themscilves  of  this  most 
valuable  channel  of  communication,  hand4>ills 
were  privately  printed  and  dispei^d  for  the  con- 
veyance of  instructions  and  exhortations.     By 
this  and  the   oral   modes  of  comnuinicatio% 
instructions  were  conveyed  through  the  whole 
body  of  the  association  to  abstain  from  spirituous 
liquors,  that  the  national  consumption  t^icreof 

f  Appendix  to  ther^rt^'&c«l^o«  S7* 
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might  be  diminished,  and  consequently  the 
revenue  and  strength  of  government,  arising 
'from  that  great  subject  of  excise.  In  one  of 
the  circular  hand-bills,  a  hint  of  an  approaching 
necessity  of  insurrection  is  followed  by  these 
words  :  "  In  the  preparative  interim  let  sobriety 
**  be  national  and  unchangeable ;  by  abstaining 
**  totally  from  the  use  of.  spirituous  liquors  you 
*' will  destroy  the  excise,  which  is  the  only 
"branch  of  revenue  remaining,  \yhence  is  pro- 
*  *  duced  the  principal  strengthof  government ;  you 
*' will  prevent  the  distillation  of  grain,  which 
* '  consumes  near  double  the  quantity  ^  that  is 
"  otherwise  used  for  the  necessaries  of  life ;  you 
"  will  consequently  make  bread  one-third 
**  cheaper,  benefit  the  community,  and  embarrass 
**your  enemies."*  The  leaders  of  the  unioa 
might  have  also  had  in  view  the  advantages  of 
sobriety  in  its  members  for  the  promotion  of  its 
ends-;  as  without  it  neither  the  secrets  entrusted 
to  the  lower  classes  could  be  supposed  so  secure, 
nor  their  co-operation  so  regular  and  effe<:tual 
when  an  order  should  be  issued  to  take  arms. 
This  instruction  was  obeyed  so  well,  that  a 
►  striking  change  was  quickly  perceived  in  the 
generality  of  Jhe  compfion  people  from  drunk- 
enness to '  sobrietyT-ap  change  which,  for  my 
part,  I  at;  first  attributed  to  another  cause,  the 
fear  of  exposing  themselves  to  the  danger  of 
♦•  Appendix  to  tlic  rf^port^  &c.  No.  25. 


tRISH   REBElLtOlf*  ^1 

Unrest  by  the  Icing's  troops,:  who  had  orders  to 
stop  all  persons  after  a  certain  hour  of  the  night* 
However  blameable  the  purpose  of  the  United 
Irish  leaders  in  this  instruction,  this  particular 
step  taken  to  promote  that  purpose  is  not  to  be 
regretted ;  and  the  truest  loyalists  must  wish  its 
eflfect  permanent,    since   any   defect   of  royal 
revenue  thereby  occasioned    could    be    amply 
supplied  from  other  sources,  in  consequence  of 
the  habits  of  sobriety  and  order  among  the  lower 
people,  with  which  economy  and  industry  have 
a  natural  connect  ion » 

Another  instruction  gi^en  with  a  design  to 

embarrass  government,  with  respect  to  the  pub* 

lie  revenue,  could   be  ^attended   with  no  such 

good  influence.     This  was  a  caution  against  the 

purchase  of  the  quit  rents  of  the  crown,  which 

were  to  be  sold  for  the  raising  of  supplies,  and 

against  the  acceptance  of  bank-notes,  or  paper 

money,  in  place  of  coin,  in  pecuniary  dealings. 

With  this  design  were   distributed  hand-bills, 

contrived  for  the  depreciation  of  government 

securities  in  general. — One  of  these,  addressed 

in  the  name  of  the  United    Irishmen  to  the 

landed  and  monied  interests  of  Ireland,  runs  in 

these  words :    "  Whereas  it  has  been  proposed 

*^  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchecquer  to  sell  the 

"  quit  rents  of  the  crown,   in  order  to  raise 

"  new  supplies   for    the    prosecution  of   this 

'*  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  ruinous  war:  no\jr 
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**  we,  the  Unjted  Irishmen,  impelled  by  a  sense 
'*  of  public  duty,  and  sincere  regard  to  the 
^^  rights  of  property^  think  fit  to  give  you  this 
*'  public  caution,  that  no  such  fraudulent  trans- 
**  action,  consuming  by  anticipation  the  resources 
**  and  future  revenues  of  the  nation,  will  be 
"sufficient  to  stand  good  in  the  event  of  a 
y  revolutibn  and  a  free  legislature ;  a  fair  and 
*'  solid  bargain  must  have  the  sanction  of  due 
"authority:  but  this,  as  well  as  eyery  other 
**  loan  or  cbnttact,  now  in  agitation,  is  in  itself 
**  invalidated  by  the  nefariousness  of  its  object, 
**  and  the  incompetency  of  the  present  parlia- 
•*  ment  to  bind  the  nation  by  any  act  whatsoever, 
**  as  it  is  tiotbrious  to  the  whole  world  that  it 
**  was  named  by  the  crown  under  the  termors  of 
5*  martial  law;  that  there  exists  in  It  no  freedom, 
*^  of  action — but  that  it  is  the  bought  base 
"  instrument  of  supporting  an  exterminating 
"government  and  foreign  dominion.  After 
^^  thiSi  let  the  dupes  blame  themselves.^' 

Of  a  hand-bill  distributed  with  design  to  ob- 
struct the  circulation  of  bank-notes,  and  termed 
a  Caiition  to  the  brethren,  the  following  is  an 
ektract:  "Those  appointed  by  you  to  super- 
"  intend  your  interests,  have  from  time  to  time 
"  sefat  you  such  advice  or  information  as  they 
"  were  enabled,  from  reflection  or  enquiry,  to 
"  offer  for  your  advantage  and  the  general  good. 
"  Still  actuated  by  the  same  principle  of  zeal 
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**  and  fidelity,  tbej  deem  it  their  duty  to  caution 
**  you  against  the  immca3e  quantity  of  Uank- 
**  notes,  which  government  is  fabi:ic^ting  yrithout 
**  bounds.  We  nepd  not  tell  you  that  the  value  of 
**  any  bank-npte  rests  upon  the  credit  of  him  vhp 
*^  issues  it.     And  in  our  opinion,  the  issuer  of 
f  this  pap.er  is  a  banicrypt,whp,  in  all  likelihood, 
"  must  shortly  shut  up  and  run  away.    The  pre- 
"  sent  convenience  of  circulation  will  be  but  poor 
*/ amends  for  the  subsequent  beggary  aqd  riiiji 
^*  it  will  bring  on  the  holders ;  foryo^  know  that 
**  it  will  be   waste-paper,  and  must  stop  sope 
f^  where,  as  soon  as  there  is  a  bursty  and  that  the 
.'*  possessor  (G04  help  him),  will  be  robbed  of  so. 
*^  much  property  as  he  has  taken  it  for,"*    la 
consequence  of  this  monition  the  mjembers  of 
^he  union,  and  those  who  were  in^uenced  hy 
them,   declined  t^e  acceptance  of  this .  paper 
money,    and  great  incoiivenience  was  felt  in 
pecuniary  transactions  ;  but  the  circulation  was 
forced,  for  th6  tender  of  bank-notes  amounted 
to  Ifegal  payment,  the  rejection  of  which  can- 
celled the  debt ;  and  those  who  refused  to  part 
with  their  goods  for  money  of  this  description, 
were  liable  to  be  heavily  aiperced  by  the  quarr 
tering  of  soldiers  on  their  houses. 

Hand-bills  also  were  employed  to  assist  the 
emissaries  in  attempt?  to   seduce  the  army — 
attempts  which  had  com9ienced  ^o  early  ^  the 
f  Appqndix  to  the  report,  &c.  No.  28«    . 
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year  1752,  but  which  were,  by  the  active  circum* 
spectjon  of  government,  particularly  that  ipost 
wise  measure  of  augmenting .  the  pay  of  the 
military,  rendered  abortive.  Of  one  of  these 
distributed  papers,  signed  ShamroCy  dated  the 
27tih  of  March,  1798,  and  addressed  from 
Westmeath  to  the  soldiers  of  Ireland,  calculated 
to  interest  the  feehngs  of  these  men,  the  fol- 
lowing IS  an  extract.  "  My  countrymen,  what 
**  can  you  say  when  you  hear  of  scenes  of  blood 
**  acting  on  the  spot  where  your  native  hamlets 
**  once  stood,  but  now  no  more  :  their  owners, 
^*  your  friends,  either  sent  to  seek  repose  in  the 
*^  grave  by  the  hands  of  these  villainous  Orange 
**  murderers,  or  immured  in  the  damp  and  dreary 
**  dungeons  of  the  bastiles  of  this  country : 
**  pining  in  chill  despondency,  waiting  for  a 
'*  trial  seldom  obtained,  and  when  obtained, 
**  acquitted,  after  years  of  dreary  solitary  con- 
*'finementl!  Some  hurried  on  board  prison- 
*'  ships — some  actually  transported  to  the  set- 
**  tlements  on  the  coast  of  Africa — others  sent 
*'  to  serve  in  the  West  Indies,  certain  victims  to 
*'  the  climate,  or  left  to  rot,  chainedin  the  hold 
*' of  a  filthy  coasting  vessel!  Your  wives 
♦*  despoiled  to  gratify  the  insatiable  lust  of 
"  these  ravishers  !— And  these  scenes,  my  coun- 
•*  trymen,  suffered  to  go  unpunished  by  those 
<Mn  power,  whom  you  protect;  to  whose 
^<  frowns  your  array  adds  terror ;  to  whom  yo^j 
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^  give  yojur  support :  for  unless  you  please,  they 
**  vanish ;  without  your  protection  these  despots^ 
**faH — these  desolators,  that  each  day  refine  oa 
"  such  bloody  deeds,  would   perish,   and  your 
"  country  be  free.     My  brave  countrymen  !  do 
*'  not  let  the  world  call  us  dastards:  no>  let  us 
*'  shew  the  world  we  are  men,  and,  above  all, 
"  that  we  are  Irishmen.     Let  every  man  among 
**  you  feel  the  injuries  your  country,  yourselves 
**  have  sufiFered ;  the  insults  you  have  received, 
**  the  stripes. that  have  been  dealt  with  an  un- 
*^  merciful  hand  on  those  brave  comrades  who 
**  dared  to   think  and  feel  for  their  country— 
*Mf  you  do,  the  glorious  work  will  be  complete^ 
^*  and  in  the  union  of  the  citizen  and  his  brave 
*^  fellow-soldier,  the  world  (hitliecto  taught  to 
*'  look  down-  upon  us  with  contempt)  will  see 
*^  that  we  can  emancipate  our.  country  ;  we  will 
*'  convince  surrounding  nations  that  Irish  soU 
'*  diers.have  avowed  and  adopted  a  maxim  they 
**  will  maintain,  or  perish — namely,   that  coery 
^^  man  should  be  a  soldier  in  defence  of  his  liberty, 
**  but  none  to  take  away  the  liberty  of  otheVs."* 
While  every  engitie    of  internal  opposition 
against  government  wa&  put  in  motion,  tlie  Irish 
directory  maintained  a  constant  intercourse  with 
the  French,  whose  aid  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  revolution  was  earnestly  solicited.     After 
cevejal  more  early  communications  between  the 
f  Append^  to  the  report,  &c.  No.  30* 
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leading  m^mbecs  of  the  union  and  those  of  the 
French  government,  by  the  medium  of  some 
Irish  fugitives  at  Paris,  a  foniial  intimation  in 
179^9  as  I  have  alteady  mentioned,  was  given 
1)7  ohe  of  those  fugitives^  supposed  to  be  Theo* 
bald  Wolfe  Tone,  that,  on  k  representation  of 
the  state  afOiirs,  the  French  directory  had  come 
to  a  resolution  to  send  a  force  into  Ir(;land^  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  that  of  the 
cbnspirators.     Acquiescing    in    this    proposal, 
after  an  extraordinary  meeting  for  its  constde* 
fation,  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy  sent  with 
this  advice  a  messenger,  said  to  be  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  who,  accompanied  by  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor, went  by  Hamburgh  to  Switzerland,   where 
near  the  French  frotitier,  he  met  Hoche,  the 
French  genera],  and  is  thought  to  have  there 
concerted  witli  him  the  plan  of  operation.    In 
the  Oc|:ober  of  the  same  year  an  accredited 
messenger '  arrived    in    Ireland    from    France, 
announcing  the  design  of  invasion  with  an  army 
of  fifteen  thousand  men,  which  was  attempted 
near  the  end  of  the  following  December,  iti  the 
abortive  ea^pedition  to  the  bay  of  Bantry.    To 
Bolicit  the  assistance  of  another  armament  from 
IVance,  which    h*d  been    expected  after  the 
failure  of  the  first,  a  confidential  agent,  named 
J-ewins,  was  dqiuted,  who,  leaving  London  in 
March)  ]7d7,  and  passing  tlirough  Hamburgh, 
wrived  about  the  Cfid  of  May^  w  Paris,  where 


IRISH   REBELLIOX.  57 

he  afterwjards  remained  as  the  ambassador  of  th& 
Irish  Union  to  the  French  directory. 

From  a  fear  that  a  premature  insurrection, 
unaided  from  abroad,  the  suppression  of  M^hich 
might  ruin  their  scheme,  should  be  forced  by , 
the  vigorous  measures,  already  rekted,  adopted 
by  government  in  the  province  of  Ulster — b, 
most  confidential  member  of  the  directory, 
Doctbr  William  James  M'Nevin,  vho  liad 
acted  as  the  secretary  of  this  ruling  committee, 
Mras,  at  the  end  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  sent 
'with  orders  to  press  the  French  government, 
with  redoubled  earnestness  for  immediate  aid. 
Meeting  at  Hamburgh  with  an  agent  of  the 
French  republic,  and  finding  some  difficulty  in 
the  procuring  of  a  passport,  M'Nevin  trans- 
mitted a  memorial  by  this  agent  to  Paris,  where 
he  himself  afterwards  delivered  a  second,  having 
obtained  permission  to  proceed  on  his  journey. 
In  the  former  of  these  memoirs  were  made  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  United  Irish, 
and  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  French  auxiliaries ;  a  promise  of  re« 
imbursement  to  the  French  governmofit  of  its 
expenses  in  the  emancipation  of  Irdand,  and  a 
-demand  of  a  body  of  troops  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  men,  nor  falling  short  of  five  thou- 
""ttand,  with  artillery,  anuuunitaon,  and  arms  ^r 
/ihe  supply  of  the  insargents.  In  the  latter,  was 
adduced  evcijr  aj^unicnt  which  the  writer  cq»- 
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ceivcd,  for  the  hastening  of  the  expeditiqn.  A  ' 
request,  which  entirely  failed,  Avas  also  made  by 
the  Irish  negociators,  of  a  loan  of  half  a  million, 
or  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  pounds^  from 
France  and  Spain,  ♦successively,  oil  the  security 
of  the  ecclesiastical  and  other  lands  destined  for 
confiscation  by  the  revolutionists.*  The  assis- 
tance, however,  of  a  military  force  was  con- 
ceded, and  an  army- much  greater  than  had  been 
requested,  consisting  of  fifteen  thousand  men, 
was  embarked  for  this  purpose  in  a  Dutch  fle^ 
at  the  Texel,  under  the  command  cf  General 
Daendells;  but  the  fear  of  the  British  navy, 
superior  in  strength,  occasioned  a  sudden  de- 
barkation of  these  troops;  and  when,  contrary 
to  the  judgment  of  its  admiral,  this  armament 
was  obliged  to  sail,  at  the  instance  of  the  French 
directory,  it  was  totally  defeated  on  the  eleventh 
of  October,  1797,  by  a  squadron  of  British 
vessels  under  the  command  of  Lord  Viscount; 
Duncan, 

Still  after  this  disappointment,  hopes  of  new 
suoCQurs  from  France  were  sedulously  encou- 
wged,  and  the  members  of  the  union  admo- 
nished to  be  ia  a  state  of  preparation  to  receive 
them.  In  February,  1798,  instructions  in  de- 
tail were  issued  from  the  military  committee  to 
the  adjutant-generals,  concerning  the  modes  of 
preparing  for  open  warfare  against  government^ 
*  Appendix  to  the  report;^  &c.  No.  31. 
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and  to  the  several  regiments  concerning  their 
arms  and  appointments. — ^To  extend  the  orga- 
nization,  to  augment  the  military  stores^  and  to 
add  in  every  way  to  the  strength  of  the  conspi- 
racy, continued  to  be  the  immediate  object  of 
its  partisans  till  the  arrival  of  th^ir  allies ;  and 
the  system  of  terror,  by  nocturnal  plundering 
of  arms,  individual  assassination,  and  other 
kinds  of  outrage,  which  had  been  adopted  in 
the  north,  was  put  in  practice  in  the  south. 
To  give  a  catalogue  of  all  the  particular  acts  of 
atrocity  which  have  come  within  my  knowledge, 
committed  on  obnoxious  persons,  would  trespass 
on  the  reader's  patience,  and  add  very  little  to 
his  information.  I  shall  mention  one,  as  au 
instance,  which  happened  not  many  miles  from 
my  place  of  abode.  The  stacks  of  com  and  the 
offices  of  a  gentlewoman  named  Sherwood,  near 
Carnew,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,.  whose 
family  were  in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  very  in- 
temperate language  against  the  Romanists,  were 
set  on  fire  at  once  in  the  night  by  persons  un- 
known, and  wholly  consumed,  with  twenty 
cows,  beside  horses  and  other  cattle,  the  bellow- 
ings  of  which,  aniid  the  flames,  were  truly  hor* 
rible.  The  dwelling-house,  with  its  inhabitants^ 
would  have  probably  shared  tlie  same  fate,  if  the 
fire  could  have  communicated  to  it  on  the  out- 
ride, from  whioh  it  was  protected  by  the  slated 
JQof. 
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But  while  oh  one  side  th^chiefsof  the  Unite4 
Irisb  proee^ed  io  their  plans,  with  a  resolution 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  ^n  h^surrection,  till  by  the 
landing  of  the  French  auxiliaries,  ortome  other  fa* 
vourable  event,  their  prospect  of  success  might  b^ 
nearly  certain,  or  highly  probable,  the  govern- 
ment, on  the  other,  was  determined  to  disorga- 
nize their  system,  if  possible,  and  to  destroy  the 
strength  of  the  conspiracy,  before  s^ch  an  event 
should  occur.     After  the  proclaiming  of  mlany 
districts  in  the  southern  and  midland  copntie^ 
tfaip  imprisonment  and  transportation  of  mai^y 
persons,  and  other  acts  of  power,  a  very  severe 
Wound  was  inflicted  on  the  union  by  the  arrest 
ijf  the  thirteen  members  composing  the  provin- 
cial committee  of  Leinster,  with  other  principals 
of  the  conspiracy,  at  the  house  of  Oliver  Bond 
of  Bridge-street,  in  Dublin,    on   the   12th  ef 
March.     This  arrest  was  grounded  on  the  infor- 
mation of  Thomas*  ]S.eynolds,  a  Roman  catholip 
gentleman,  of  a  place  called  Kilkea^castle,  in  the 
county  of  Kildarc,  colonel  of  an  United  Irish  re- 
giment, treasurer  of  the  county  9f  Kildare,  and 
provincial  delegate  for  Leinster,  who  having  tra- 
velled in  the  same  carriage  with  William  Cope, 
a  wealthy  and  respectaUe  merchant  of  Merrion- 
square,  in  Dublin,  about  the  twenty-fifth  of  the 
preceding  month,   had  been  induced  by  the  »• 
guments  of  that  gentleman,  and   the  picture 
which  he  drew  of  the  horrors  of  a  revolutionary 
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var  in  Ireland,  to  disclose  for  thfe  use  of  goVern- 
itieAt  what  he  knew  of  the  conspiTacy — ^pretend- 
ing, however,  to  receive  frbm  time  t6  time  hid 
informaUdn  from  another  person,  not  to  be  him- 
self the  original  informer. — In  khts  arrest  were 
included  the  most  able  and  active  leaders  of  the 
nnion — ^Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  a  lawyer  of  prime 
abilitres;  Doctor  William  James  M*Nevin;  Ar- 
thur OH^on  nor,  and  Oliver  Bond.  The  vacan- 
cies made  in  the  directory  and  elsewhere,  by  the 
seizure  of  these  and  other  persons,  were  quickly 
filled,  but  with  men  less  fit  for  the  arduotts  at- 
't(impt  of  overturning  an  old  government,  and 
establishing  a  new.  To  prevtnt  a  diespondency 
^mongthe  members  of  the  anion  on  tfaisoccf^^n, 
a  hand-bill,  dated  on  St.  Patrick's  day,  the  seven 
teenth  of  March,  was  distributed,  ofAvbichthe 
following  is  an  extract. 

"  For  us,  the  keen  but  momentary  anxiety,  oc- 
**  casioned  by  the  situation  of  our  invaluable 
"friends,  subsided,  on  learning  all  the  circum*- 
"  stancesofthecase,intoacalm  tranquillity,  acon- 
**  soling  conviction  of  mindi'thattheyareassafeas 
**  innocence  can  make  them  now ;  and  to  these 
**  sentiments  were  quickly  added  a  redoubled 
"  energy,  a  tenfold  activity  of  exertion,  which 
•^  has  already  produced  the  happiest  effects.  The 
*'  organization  of  the  cApital  is  perfect.  No  vacan- 
^  cies  existing,  arrangisments  have  been  made, 
**  and  are  still  making,  to  securest  oUr  oppres- 
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'*  sed  brethren,  whose  trials  approach,  the  benefit 

,  '*  of  legal  defence;  and  the  sentinels  whom  you 

"  have  appointed  to  watch  over  your  interests, 

'^  stand  firm  at  their  posts,  vigilant  of  events, 

*' and  prompt  to  give  you  notice  and  advice, 

"  which,  on  every  occasion  at  all  requiring  it^ 

"  rely  on  receiving. — ^This  recital.   Irishmen,  is 

•*  meant  to  guard  those  of  you  who  are  remote 

"  from  the  scene  of  the  late  events,  against  the 

.  '^  consequences  of  misrepresentation  and  mistake** 

"  The  most  unfounded  rumours  have  been  set 

**  afloat,  faoricated  for  the  double  purpose  of  de- 

^^  lusion  and  intimidation.     Your  enemies  talk 

"  of  treachery,  in  the  vain  and  fallacious  hope 

*^  of  creating  it;  but  you,  who  scorn  equally  to 

"  be  their  dupes  or  their  slaves,  will  meet  their  for- 

"geries  with  dignified  contempt,  incapable  of 

"  being  either  goaded  into  untimely  violence, 

"  or  sunk  into  pusilanimous  despondency.     Be 

**  firm,  Irishmen — but  be  cool  and  cautious;  be 

'*  patient  yet  a  while;  trust  to  no  unauthorised 

**  communications;  and  above  all,  we  warn  you 

*^  — again  and  again  we  warn  you — against  do- 

*^  ing  the  work  of  your  tyrants,  hy  premature,  by 

** partial,  or  divided  exertion."     If  Ireland  shall 

*^  be  forced  to  throw  away  the  scabbard,  let  it  be 

"  at  her  mn  time,  not  at  theirs."'* 

This  and  the  other  arrests,  and  other  strong 
measures  tp  which  the  government  had  hitherto 
f  Appendix  to  the  Report,  &c.  *No»  25. 
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had  recourse,  though  very  debilitating  to  the 
conspiracy,  were  far  from  sufficient  to  destroy  its 
force,  or  prevent  its  final  success.  Parlid  pro- 
clamations, or  the  putting  of  districts  under  the 
severity  of  the  new  laws  enacted  to  prevent  in- 
surrection, had  only  a  partial  effect ;  the  auda- 
city of  the  united  in  Leinster  and  Munster 
yielding  so  little  on  the  whole  amount,  that  many 
acts  of  hostility  were  committed  against  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  by  men  assembled  in  large 
numbers;  an  instance  of  which  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  notice  in  the  report  of  the  secret  com- 
'  mittee  of  the  commons  house  of  parliament; 
that  a  body  of  men  amounting  to  about  eight 
hundred,  mostly  on  horseback,  had  entered  the 
town  of  Cahirj  in  the  county  of  Tipperai^, 
openly  in  the  day,  and  held  possession  of  it  un-, 
til  they  collected  all  the  arms  and  ammunition 
which  they  could  find  after  a  regular  search 
through  all  the  houses.  At  length  recourse  was 
liad  to  a  general  proclamation  and  military  exe- 
cution. In  the  former,  dated  March  the  thirtieth,' 
1798,  was  a  declaration,  that  a  traitorous  con- 
spiracy, existing  within  the  kingdom,  for  the 
destruction  of  the  established  government,  had 
been  considerably  extended,  and  had  manifested 
itself  in  acts  of  open  violence  and  rebellion  ;  and 
that  in  consequence  thereof,  the  most  direct  and 
positive  orders  had  been  issued  to  the  officers 
commanding  his  Majesty's  forces  to  enr.pjoy  them 
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"with  the  utmost  vigour  and  decisiotii  for  tlie  iifl* 
mediate  suppression  of  this  conspiracy,  and  for 
the  disarming  of  the  rebels  and  all  disaffected 
persons,  by  the  most  summary  and  effectual  mea* 
5ures. 

To  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  then  chief  com 
mander  of  the  forces,  orders  were  issued  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  proceed  with  his  army  into 
the  disturbed  counties,  vested  with  full  powers 
to  act  according  to  his  discretion  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  proposed  object.  A  manifesto,  dated 
from  his  head  quarters  at  Kildare,  the  third  of 
April,  was  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  by  the  general,  requiring  them  to  sur- 
reader  their  arms  in  the  space  of  ten  days  frongi 
the  date  of  the  notice,  threatening,  in  case  of 
non-compliance,  to  distribute  large  bodies  of 
troops  among  them  to  live  at  free  quarter — pro- 
mising rewards  to  such  as  would  give  informa- 
tion of  concealed  arms  or  ammunition — ^and  de<> 
nouncing  his  resolution  of  recurring  to  other 
severities  if  the  county  should  still  continue  in  a 
disturbed  state.  * 

On  the  advance  of  the  military  into  each 
county,  the  same  notice  was  given  to  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  at  the  ex;piration  of  the  term  pre- 
scribed, the  troops  were  quartered  on  the  houses 
of  the  disaffected  or  suspected,  in  numbers  pro* 
portioned  to  the  supposed  guilt  and  ability  of  the 

•  Appeadix  to  the  report,  &c.  Nos.  36  and  37, 
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owners,    whose  pecuniary  circumstances  wefd 
often  deeply  injured  by  the  maintenance  of  the 
soldiery^  and   the  waste  which  was  otherwise 
tnade  of  their  effects.     Great  numbers  of  houses, 
with  their  furniture,   were  burned,  where  co^i* 
cealed  arms  were  found — where  meetings  of  the 
united  had  been  held,  or  whose  occupants  had 
been  guilty  of  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  or  of 
other  practices  for  the  promotion  of  the  conspi- 
racy.    Many  of  the  common  people,  and  some 
.  even  in  circumstances'  of  life  superior  to   that 
class,  particularly  in  the  city  of  Dublin,   were 
scourged,  some  picketed,   or  otherwise  put  to 
pain,  to  force  a  confession  of  concealed  arms  or 
plots.    Some  irregularities  may  naturally  be  sup« 
posed  also  committed  by  common  soldiers,  with- 
out   the    approbation    or  knowledge  of  their 
officers,  in  such  a  state  of  affairs,  and   many 
acts  of  severity  by  persons  not  in  the  regular 
troops — some  from  an  unfeigned,  and   others 
from  an  affected  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  drown* 
These  various  vexations  amounted  on  the  whole 
to  such  a  mass  of  disquietude  and  distress,  that 
the  exhortations  of  the  chiefs  to  bear  their  evils 
with  steady  patience,  until  an  opportunity  of 
successful    insurrection  should  occdr,    proved 
vain  with  the  lower  classes.     Such  numbers  of 
thes6  in  the  months  of  April  and  May  were  sur- 
rendering their  arms,  taking'the  oath  of  allegi- 
ancCi   and    giving   information  against    their 

F 
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officers  and  seducers,  particulariy  in  tlie  counties 
of  Kildai'e  and  Tipperary,  which  were  by  these 
means  in  gtetA  measure  disorganized,  that  the 
phiefs  of  the  union,  fearing,  a  total  derangement 
of  their  scheme,  and  destruction  of  their  forces 
before  a  favourable  opportunity  of  revolt  should 
arrive,  came  to  a  determination  to  try  their 
strength  against  government,  without  the  assist* 
ance  of  their  French  allies,  and  a  plan  for  the 
purpose  was  accordingly  digested  by  the  military 
committee. 

To  authorize  the  burning  of  houses  and  fur^ 
niturei  the  wisdom  of  administration  may  have 
seen  as  good  reason  as  for  other  acts  of  severity, 
though  to  me  and  many  others  that  reason  is  not 
clear.  These  burnings  doubtless  caused  no  small 
terror  and  consternation  to  the  disaffected,  but 
they  caused  also  a  loss  to  the  community  at  larger  • 
tendered  many  quite  desperate  who  were  deprived 
of  all,  and  augmented  the  violence  of  hatred  in 
those  among  wliom  these  houseless  people  took 
refuge.    The  destruction  of  com  and  other  pro* 
visions^  of  which  great  quantities  were  consumed 
by  fire,  together  with  houses,  was,  in  myopinion,^ 
worse  than  impolitic ;  and  its  effects  were  felt  iik 
dearth  and  famine  for  t^vo  years  after.    Probably 
in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  the  lower  actors  in  the 
political  ftcene  sometimes  exceeded  the  limits 
within  which  the  wisdom  of  administration  would 
'iiave  confined  them,  if  that  had  been  practicable^ 
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after  tl^fs^  )ja4  pnce  Jjeei^  veste4  unA  au^fi^y^. 
SotnC;  of  t|}€  I^est  ac^pr^  ytetp  in  %(;  r^j^. 
dOpugh  ia  'other  cj^sf  Jq  fHR^eed  ^ftclj  lunit^^ 
Ifciiiroprifspiied  00)  $uspwpBi  Pt  pfivgfe?  i»f9ff. 
ipation,  vece  fpwtinj^s  halfrJjangP^  (sjb  thp  9,^ 
va$  termed),  pr  ?tf^ngl^4  al^ps^  to  di?ftt)b>.  ^-^ 
fpre  th^^r  g^ilt  or  innocence  po#)4  ^e  aftpgrtsiisf^ 
ed  }iy  Jri^I,  by  supfe  m^fi  i^  g#g»Tife  in  t^f 
roiUJia,  ivHJimt  the  knowledge,  ^  J  ^tf^ps^  R^ 
lijpij-  pffiew.  Rp^ectiijg  Joya^s^  wejr?  fft^fife 
conpernpd^t  thfi  p^wWS  QF  mp^Wty  ,pf  ^fi^db^ 
acl:^,  Wk^ck  tended  «p  -rtrpPgly  tp  cp»gmi  thf 
prejudices  ^re^dy  sq  l^bpriopsly  ej^^d  )>y  t^ 
emiss^riw  pf  seditipp^ 

A»ong  jtbe  p*Use»  .wh?ch,  fe  ^  ti;wl)Ie(J  ^t 
teryal  qf  fiffie,  previpua itp  tfce grfwd  ipiufff ct%», 
contribute^  to  tlxe  ge^er^l  unea^in^Bs^  jffi^^  $hi^  ii^t 
9ult$  praqtised  )>y  pretejuj^d  z«alatf,^  fp  t]}e  ^|^ 
iioy»»ce  pf  ]tbe  truest  Jpyalist^  .af  yell  .^s  ;]a|i^ 
cont€irt#)  pn  peraon^  v^p  "vrpr^  tl^|f  J^ij  ^rt^ 
or  happened  to  have  any  part  of  their  apparel  of 
a  green  colour,  both  of  which  were  con^sidered  as 
emblem^  of  a  republican  or  of  a  revolutionary 
spirit.  Short  unpowdered  hair  had  been  affected 
by  p^eir^pns  ip  Srita'm,  supposed  to  ,b^  r^yl^licans; 
yet  ^he  same  was  also  worn  by  many  loyalists  £(>r  - 
convenience.  <*    The  term  cropjn/y  however,  was 

^Sbort  hair,  about  whick  ao  ae&sde^ a Inislle  was  made, 
was  fcmnd-sp  ooayenient,  that  it  was  geaianikf  adoptefl  $£tBt 
the  rebellion^  even  b^  those  who  had  instigglirf  cmtsSgas  4a 
account  of  it. 
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adopted  tn-Irelandto'signiFy  a  revolutionist,  or 
cneriiy  to  the  eistablished  governnient,  >vithout 
regard  to  the  lengfti  or  form  of  the  hair.  A* 
green  had  been  adopted  by  the  Irish  malecon- 
ients  as  the  revolutionary  colour,  in  invitation  of 
the  shamroc,  it  was  justly  an  object  of  reproba- 
tion, when  worn  intentionally  as  a  badge  of 
party;  but  accidentally,  and  without  reflexion 
OR  the  consequence,  many  loyalists,  particularly 
among  the  fair  sex,  had  this  colour  in  some  part 
6f  their  dress,  ais  handkerchiefs  with  green  stripes, 
green  bonnets,  gVecn  petticoats,  green  ribbons, 
or  green  shoes.  *  Personsi  of  malevolent  minds 
took  advantage  of  tfiese  circumstances  fo  in- 
dulge tlieir  general  ifnaJigtiity  or  private  malice, 
when  th€y  cotild  with  iittpunity.  i  On  the  heads 
of  ihany  irho  wfere  selected  as  objects  of  outrage, 
were  fixed  caps  of  course  linen  or  strong  brown 
paper,  smeared  with  pitch  on  the  inside,  which 
in  some  instances  adhcred-so  firmly  as  not  to  be 


,  *  I  lke2di  a  i^ergyman  (not.  now  indeed  in  tlia  cBocese  o£ 
£erm)  boasting  of  the  following  act  of  am  officer,  as  if  it  had 
been  really  an  heroic  exploit.  Two.  young  ladies,  in  passinjg 
some  soldiers  and  ui  officer  in  Dublin,  jocularly  pronounced  a 
word  well  loiown  at  that  time  to  hare  been  in  use  among  the 
Kinlted  Irish.  The  officer  immediately  seized  the  ladies,  and 
^4^ng^  >s  he  Mid,  .green  garters  on  them,  caused  them  to 
be  tied  back  to  back,  and  to  remain  some  hours  in  that  poution 
in  the  street  undfer  a  guard*  Did  this  hero  afterwardsfigbt  the 
xebels  ?   If  he  Weie  commander  ia  a,  battle^  he  would  kill  vast 
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disengaged  without  a  lacera^on;  of  the  hair  and 
>even  skin.  An  insult. of  this  kind  attempted  on 
a. mistaken  object  in  .Wicklpw,  in  April,  1798, 
ursa. in , dagger  of  being  foUowed  hy  fatal  effects. 
. A  dptachflient  of  the.  Jforth*-Cj!Qrk  m^litjj^  in  their 
njarchtto  Gorey,  m^eeting  and.  beginning  to  mal- 
treat a  soldier  with,  short  hair,  of  the  Downshirc 
^ini^itiarWho/b^ing  servant  to  an  officer,  was  not 
at  the  time  ckessedin  military'unifprm,  were  fiv- 
riously  repulsed  by  sonie  of  the  Downshire  sol- 
diers, who  ran  to.the  rescue,  of  their  colleague^ 
and  a  Woody  conflict  would  have  ensued,  if  it 
had  noj-  been  prevented  by  thfi  extraordinary- exr 
ertions  of*  the  officers  on  l^c^h  $i!c|gsjj,.  three  cf 
whom^  beside  ipany  of  the  sojdierjj  yfpxe,  ji^puaded 
in  thefray.^  ,,  :  ,         . 

Among  the  species  of  injuries  to  which  :gipu 
were  innocently  e^tposcd,  in  .the  tuybid  state,  of 
the  kingdom,  preceding  the  ^and  insurrection^ 
.Jwas  this,  that  numbers,  of  malignajit  pers9ns, 
^ijjQstly,  I  suppose,  j)phaps  all,.  Qf  .the  united 
j>arty,,  made  it  a  practjce  to.  sei?e  ^ipl^ntly  such 
as  th^y  thought  proper^  or  were  able,  and. to  crop  - 
or  cut  their  hair  short,  which  rendered  them  li- 
able, to  the  outrage  of  ,the  pitched  cap  of  those 
who  were^,  or  fathpr  ptptended  to  be,  strenuous 
partisans  of  th^  Atablished  constitution .  Hand* 
^erphipfs,  ribbons,  and  other  parts  of  dress  mark- 
ed with  the  obnoxiQus  colour,  were  torn,  or  cut 
away  frqm  females  URConscious  of  disloyalty, 


ind  uaaailgnWly  Bearing  thti  Ittiaginary  bdrf^. 
Varibtis  other  viblSfat  agte  i*^6fe  comrfiitttdi  *<> 
fer  as  ib  cht  iawajr  pieces  df  ilifen'i  ears/  even 
someiirfie^  the  ikrhole  eary  dr  a  part  bf  the  hoise : 
iior  coufd  the  stahchest  loyallsb  be  certain  Al- 
ways df  feieteption  firbih  insult  by  btihg  ete&r  of 
fall  imd^ary  iriarkS  of  disldyklty ;  for  bh  the  ar- 
Kval  tif  a  dfetachmerit  of  the  arm^  in  ariy  piHi  bf 
"flie  cblintry  t^here  the  Jtihahitahts  wfere.uhktiown 
tb  the  bfficJ^rt  andtoiaiefe,  ^^hich  t^ai  dlhibst 
Hlvrays  the  case,  ^iivde  nialicie  ivafe  apt  lb  cbriVey 
in  i^hiipersFilseinfelligence,  marking  iiidiVldirab, 
jjeJ-haps  the  best  ihetnbfers  of  ibCiety,  aS  proper 
*ofejectt  of  military  butragfe.' 

'Iftiatihbse^hb'ii^erfe  hibsi  active  to  cbmrait 
these  outrages,  or  to  instigate  others  tt>  the  cbhr- 
'iriifeibri  bf  tfr^rh,  i^erb  noi  the  best  fii«iiSs  bf  go- 
Hrertitherit,  I  have  good  reasob  to  suppose.  Their 
t6i^dAi6il''^Mvkt  may  have  been  thei^motives, 
Wa^  evWently  «aa()teil  fo  iugment  the  nuifiber 
teA  fagfe  tlife*  rtiaieCentents,  vhich,  in  itoncni*' 
rence  with  ot^er  Circiimstififceb,  blight  hkv^J:^o* 
duced  very  fatal  ejects :  bcfsidfcs,  that  itt  the^honr 
of  'dab^ei-,  ^hen  the  gfeat  insuitectibiitook^lkce, 
ancl  go^einment  sVooA'ili  hee'd  of  the  most  vigo^ 
rous  exertions  bf 'its  frifeiids,  most  bf  these  agita- 
tors of  idsuYt  stood  aloof,  and  the  rest,  to  far  as 
my  experience  aiid  information  exleiids,  wefe 
Very  shy  in  their  movements  against  thfe  rebels, 
tod  cautibu'sof  their  personal  safety;  a  Conduct 
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which  implied  either  a  defect  of  coArage  or  of  ^ 
loyalty.  The  following  instance  of  this  raode  of 
proceeding  touches  the  extreme.  A  young  gentle^ 
taan  of  a  robust  frame  and  healthy  coiistitu*^ 
tion,  a  furious  declaimer  against  crop|>ies,  and  a 
private  instigator  of  military  insult,  fled  at.  the 
commencement  of  the  insurrection  to  t  town 
twenty  miles  distant  from  the  lines  of  the  rebels, 
where  he  remained  very  quiet  until  the  rebellion 
Was  totally  suppressed:  he  then  returned  to  hif 
habitation,  and  with  becoming  modesty  resumed 
his  former  language  of  ostentatioui  loyalty,  to« 
getlier  with  a  flaming  suit  of  military  imiformi 
and  a  martial  air*  / 

By  the  system  of  secret  accusation  and  esfiio^ 
nage,  necessarily  ado(>ted,  >vitfa  )Other  extraort 
dinary^msasares,  iatlus  dsng^us  cirisis,  govemf 
ment  iioaToidsbb)r.  inade!  ample  n&jDm  £6r  the 
exertions  of  private  maliqe.  Magistrates  and 
military  office^  wete  empoweced  to  receive  iii- 
foi^matidnS)  to  keep  due  names  of  the  infbxmers 
profoundly  seopet^  and  to  proc^'  agaioitt  the 
accosed. according,  to  discretsoo.  I  sh^Il  not 
suppose  that  any  magistrate  cQuld  have  pretended 
to  Mcei  ve  information,  which  heixad  not  refaetved; 
Sot  the  ixKiiitgeiice  of  his  private  apite  agaiBst  aay 
individaial;  but  some  of  the  gentlemen  invested 
with  these  new  powers  were  kdimto  grievous 
enrors  by  false  infbrmers,  whose  nam^  notwhiv- 
sta&dMg  havenevct  been  divulged^    One  in* 
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stance  I  shall  mention,'  as  it  has  been  already 
made  public  in  the  newspapers^  and  has  given 
cause  for  a  debate  in  parliament  Thomas  Fitz- 
gerald, high  sheriff  of  Tipperary,  seized  at 
Clonmel,  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Wright^ 
against  whom  no  grounds  of  suspicion  could  be 
conjectured  by  his  neighbours,  caused  five  bun-' 
dred  lashes  to  be  inflicted  on  him  in  the  severest 
manner,  add  confined  him  several  days  without 
permitting  hb  wounds  to  be  dressed,  so  that  his 
•  recovery  from  such  a  state  of  torture  and  lacera- 
tipn  could  hardly  .be  expected.  In  a  trial  at 
Jaw,  after  the  rebellion,  on  an  action  of  da* 
mages  brought  by  Wright  against  this  magisr 
trate,  the  innocence  of  the  plaintiff  appeared 
so  manifest,  even  at  a  time  \i^hen  prejudices 
ran  amazingly  high  against  persons  accused  of 
idisloyalty,  that  the  defendant  w&s  condemned 
to  pay  five  hundred  pounds  to  his  prosecutor. 
Many  other  actions  of  damage  on  similar 
grounds,  would  have  been  <;ommencedy  if  the 
parliament  had  not  put  a:  stop  to  such  pro* 
ceedings,  by  an  act  of  indemnity,  for  all  errors 
committed  by  magistrates  frim  supposed  zeal  for 
the  public  service.  A  letter  written  in  the  Preach 
langui^,  found  in  the  pocket .  of  Wright,  was 
hastily  considered  as  a  proof  of  guilt,  .though  the 
letter  was  of  a  perfectly  innocei^t  nature.  Thig 
magistrate,  however,  whose  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  French  language  coqfirmed^  or  seeq^ed  to 
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'Confirm,  him  in  so  lamentable  an  error  and  out* 
luge,  seems  to  have  had  great  merit  in  the  pre* 
vcntion  of  rebellion  in  that  county  by  his  un- 
remitted activity  and  boisterbus  exertions ; 
though  these  unfortunately  were  too  often  ill- 
directed,  aS|  among  other  instances,  against  a 
Mr.  Scott,  a  respectable  gentleman,  who  was  in 
the  most  imminent  danger  offftUing  an  innocent 
victim  to  the  precipitancy  ol:  «ii8-inf<irmation  of 
this  officer  of  justice.  '    : 

These  disorders^  ^inavoidable  in  such  a  state 
of  affairs,  increased  with  the  alarm  of  the  ap^ 
proaching.  insurrection,  which  the  chiefs  of  the 
union,  seeing  its. force  declining,; and  in  danger 
of  being  destix^gred  by  the  vigprous  ineasures  of 
government,  appointed  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-third  of  May,  withont  waiting  for 
French  auxiliaries,  lest,  before  that  aid  should 
arrive,  their  system  should  be  so  disorganized  aS 
to  be  incapable  of  any  promisirig  effort.  Among 
.the  precautions  .taken  on  this  occasion  by  tl^ 
members  of  government,  who  were  fully  iiT 
formed  of  the  intended  revolt,  was  the  augmen* 
tation  of  the  several  companies  of  armed  yeo» 
men,  by  the  addition  of » supplementary  men, 
mostly  infantry,  and  without  uniform.  These 
yeomen  had  begun  to  be  embodied  in  October, 
in  the. year  179^,  in  a  kind  of  independent  com-* 
panics,  each  composed  commonly  of  about  fifty 
men,  mostly  cavalry,  with  a  much  smaller  body 
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of  infkfltry  attached  to  them,  end  each  generally 
^rommftiided  hy  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants. 
The  inlaiitry  were  armed  like  those  of  the  regu<» 
Ikr  arrtiy,  but  the  caVali^  were  fiirnished  with 
only  one  pistol  and  a  sWord  each,  excepting  ai  few 
who  bad  carbines*  In  the  formation  of  the  com-* 
panies  or  corp^  of  yeomen,  to  appoint  the  far 
greater  part  of  them  cavalry  was  an  error,  as  the 
invent  clearly  proved ;  for  in  the  rebellion  which 
ensued,  the  yeomen  infantry,  supported  by  regu* 
lar  troops  fought  stebdily  against  the  foe ;  while 
the  horsemen,  fVom  the  nature  of  the  bountry^ 
Uneven  with  hUls^  and  every  where  intersected 
Withditchda*^their  want  of  proper  subordination 
and  discipline,  and  the  facility  of  edcape^  wene  of 
little  use  except  for  patroles  or  expresses,  thougli 
their  horses  weve  superior  to  those  6f  the  regular 
cavalry  in  the  it)-averbing  of  ditches  and  fields. 
If  these  troops  had  been  habituated  to  dismount 
Sffd  engage  on  foot  with  oarabines^  their  service 
Aught  have  been  of  considerable  eiftct ;  but,  as 
the  matter  was,  they  could  hu^rdly  ever  ht 
brought  to' a  charge  on  the  rebels,  or  to  make  a 
netitat  with  Tegniarity. 

'  The  canieof  tl^is  em>r  in  Che  institution  of 
trmed  yeomen,  of  the  appointmeht  of  mostly 
borsetneti  instead  of  infantry;  so  little  efficacious 
for  the  end  proposed,  and  so  oppressive  to  iadi** 
viduals  of  the  poorer  sort,  who  were  obliged  t^ 
furnish  honses  at  their  own  expenca^  aiul  mai&» 


ta!tt  tli^in  Vitliottt  intt«h  oftiMiln^e  6fpi^iWA 
by  Soitie  ^upi^eised  «6  be  -  th«  j^oUsy  6f  ^6V€lti-  ' 
inte^  it^bo  8iist>ected  A  genei^l  (Siteffdciioii  6f 
the  peopl)^;  'and  ^xtd  to  ^ive  satictidti  tb  totft 
ft  niilit&ry  estdbli^m^nt,  as^  llk^  thk  oMA  \mh- 
teen,,  tait^t  becoitK^a  da^riiii  etig^n^^f^bf^^ 
lai-  dethand^,  tihdei>  the  inftie6cei  of  dia^gftlli^ 
irien.     Sat  the  phjteStaAts  of  Irelknfl  ih  gefttiKil 
are  too  dppfehfeniivfe  of  ttie  hbstik  itet^nftltia^ 
tioA  of  the  Roihafiists  again^  thert,  eVeriiilly  td 
Coalesce  vrith  thatbbdy  in  anartned  o^pddttldn  td 
gbt^enriiient ;•  «o-  thiit,  with -ffew icx^f)tlbh«,'-'if 
the  real  sentiments  of  this  descriptioiikAeff  ji^ijj^ 
had  be^'lcH^xi^,-  adHiifti^tittttfh  ftlfgfib-^H&<^<Te- 
pdiJed'the  fillWit  cdnMiMifeAti  tfttrtr  'Itt-lhlft 
iasfe  tlite  difffeWtiee- of  pty  tb  cavalry  JlttiA  fobl*  • 
nifeh' Wight  have  been  WLted,'  ajid  tiib' i«b*lSWi 
probably  stiflfet!  in  its  cbmmetteetfiWi/'dtttt'le*! 
ihubh  more  speedily  anppfebsed.    -  •.::.'  i 

A  necessfery  pipefcaiitibn  -was  tl*  arrtitftSig  if 
ifev^l  pnAcipals  of -the  conspiracy.  Atiioiig 
the  persons  apprehended  at  this  critieU  titttii 
ifi&  Lord  Edward^  Fitzgerald,  wh6  had  bs&ipiiL 
the  arrest  rtade  at  Oliver  Bond's  honse,  oh  the 
tWdfth  of  «»e  ptefceding  March.  TMs  gfehtle* 
iWaA  had  sefVed  in  his  majesty's  atmy,  thetk  ht 
had  "been  highly  esteemed  for  Ws  coifragfe'anA 
iiftilitaiy  cttntludt,  his  honour,  humanity,  ittA 
fcattHodr;  hnt  beckuse  he  avoit-ed  his  appfoba* 
tioft  of  the  revolution  in  France,  his  name  '»ia 
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expunged  from  the  mititary  list,  as  a  person  ud« 

worthy  to  hear' a.  cQuiiwssibn.in  tlxe  British 

arn\y,  .  Perhaps  his,  expressions  wei^e  stronger 

than  propriety  adjpit1;efl  j  ^d,  perhaps,  on  thq 

other  haiidy  this  procedujPe:ofraKltniQi6tration  was 

imprudent,  since  it  was  neasly  foUowed  by  dis-^ 

astrous  consequence^  ^ndBii^Ge.on  me^of  pan*^ 

dour  and  frankness^ .  dependence  can  be  much 

more  safely  placed,  than  on  ,those  who  ??cpres« 

n|iqi5a4f^e4  approbation  of  tlie  ruling  party— ^ 

$uc|i  nfien^  being  generally  ready  to  a^-th^  same; 

part  on  the  qppo§ite  side,  with,  change  of  ^ir-^ 

cumatai^ces.  :,.-.  •  .* 

. .  Lord  Edward,  who  was  brotlier  to  -the  djikq 

of  L^pster,.  and  macried  to  a  French  ladj  of  the 

,  royal  b)oo4  of  the  .Qapets,  a  daughtei:  of  the  lasti 

4uke,,<>f.  Qy5ie4iJ8^  wji^.^winently  qwalift^  fpr.tbft 

fxcitffpf^t  94^  dire^tipp  of  revoJutiq;iary  cota^ 

motions,  being  a.fpai^  pf  daring  courage,  a  mos^ 

active  .^irit,  ^onsid^able  abilities  of  mind,  and 

being  of  a  fanaily  highly  respected  for  its  ancient 

greatness  by  the  lower  classes  of  the  Irish.     li\ 

conseqpeApe  pf  a  proclamation  .  isroed  on  the 

eleventh  pf  May,  accompanied  with  a  proinise  of 

a  thousand  pounds  reward  for  his  apprehension^ 

he  was  ^ized  on  the  nineteenth,  in  the  house  of 

Nicholas  Murphy,  a  merchant  in  Thonias-strpet, 

Dublin,  by  Williat^  Bellinghani  Swan,^  a  njiost 

active  magistrate,  town-major  Sirr,  and  c^taiA 

Jlyan,  a  yeoman  officer,  a  gentleman  possessed 
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of  great  courage;  but  his  lordship  made  so  des- 
perate a  defence,  with  no  other  armj  than  a 
dagger,  that  Swan  was  wounded,  and  Ryan  died 
of  his  wounds  eleven  days  after.  Lord  Edward 
himself  expired  in  great  agony  on  the  third  of 
the  following  month,  from  the  effects  of  this 
furious  conflict,  as  he  had  been  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  by  the  shot  of  a  pistol  frbm  major  Sirr. 
On  the  nineteenth  and  twenty-first  of  May, 
iseveral  other  arrests  were  made,  and  among  the 
arrested  were  Henry  and  John  Sheares,  bothers, 
natives  of  Cork,  men  of  great  abilities,  and 
lawyers,  who  had  made  a  visit  to  Paris  in  1792, 
where  they  had  imbibed  very  deeply  revolu- 
tionary ideas ;  had,  on  their  return  to  Ireland, 
been  active  in  the  united  conspiracy,  and  had,  as 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  at  last  beea 
raised  to  the  fatal  eminence  of  the  directorial 
committee.  From  a  belief  of  his  being  an  United 
Irishman— a  belief  doubtless  impressed  by  some 
dextrous  management  on  his  part,  and  the  hope 
of  his  co-operation  in  the  business — ^^they  con- 
fided the  secret  of  the  time  and  plan  of  the  in- 
surrection to  Captain  Armstrong,  of  the*  King's  ^ 
County  militia,  who  had  procured  an  introduc- 
tion to  them  through  the  medium  of  Patrick 
Byrne,  bookseller  of  Grafton-street,  Dublin. 
The  intisltigence  occasionally  received  by  this 
officer,  who  had  procured  his  introduction  for 
the  service  of  government,  was  regularly  con- 


vfijf 4  to  th^  lord  lieutenant  In  the  |iQnse  of 
jjHeniy  Sbeares,  ^i  tlje  time  of  his  vrest,  a»d  i^ 
thj?  hft^dr writing  of  John,  w^s  fiiund  a  mairiT 
fosto  «vi()«^tly  intended  for  p^blicatio^  aftjer  th^ 
c^piUl  should  bp  in  possession  of  the  compi* 
r9,t9r^.  Ill  this  were  expressed  very  sanguinary 
smiimm^  qjiit?  pf>pt:rJ^ry,  a3  I  have  r.e^on  tQ 
|b«li$v&  to  tbP  n^l^ral  disposition  of  these  gen* 
t^kj^B^n;  but,  in  thP  poet'^  pl)ras6|  "  to^but  the 
^^  gatw  of  laercy  cm  m^Jcind/'*  ni?y  be  at 
p)fKx;iin  with  r^vp^utiap^sts;  and,  |n  f^ct,.  th^ 
»y^re  A94  tfrrifale  m^spres  to  wl^icfc  govpmr 
men^  fpr  the  piwervatio*  of  its  c^ist^nce,  ba4 
bom  obliged  to  h^ye .  rjecourse,  must  naturally 
pxoit^  a  spirit  pf  rwpnge  and  cruelty  in  the 
inalceottteftt  ftctioijL ;  y^t  jthe  former  njerojbers  of 
the  diredtory,  aroong  whom  was  Thomas  Addis 
Emmetty  h^d  iQteoded  tp  avoid  bloodshed  as 
muxrh  as  possible,  aad  only  to  bf^iish  those  who 
should  prov^  refractory,  allowing  th^ir  fainjlies  ^ 
maintenance  out  of  their  properties,  t  If  th* 
affairs  of  the  unifm  had  .continued  to  he  jpopr 
ducted  with  t^  ability  of  tJicse  former  gaembers, 
probably  the  government,  with  ajl  its  yigihwief 
would  have  been  overturned,  gr^tly,  I  appre- 
hend, to  the  dstrimeot  of  the  Britii^  i^ndsfya^ 
Europe  in  general. 
The  above-mentioned  manifestOi  which  w^ 

•  Gray'9  Elegy  in  a  Country  Chuycli-yard. 
+  Appendix  to  the  report,  &o.  Ko,  51 . 


not  quite  finished  for  |>ubli^altioo,  ran  ip  th^  foh 
lowing   t^ma.      ^*  Iriabmen,  your  couatry  is' 
**  free,  and  yott  are  about  to  be  avenged.    Tha* 
^'  vile  government,  which  ha3  90  long  and  so 
*'  crudly  oppressed  you,  is  no  more.    Some  of 
**  its  most  atrocious  ihonsters  have  already  paid 
"  the  forfeit  of  their  lives,  and  the  rest  aro  in 
^^  our  hands.     The  national  flag,   the  M<^rae/ 
"  ^rteJi,  is  at  this  moment  flying  over  the  ruina 
<<  of  despotism;  and  that  capital,  which  a  few 
<*  hpura  past  had  witnessed  the  debauch^,  tlie 
**  plots,  and  the  crimes  of  your  tyrants,  is  w)W 
'^  the  citadel  of  triumphant  patriotism  and  vir** 
*^  tue.    Arise  then,  united  sop9  of  Jrelaod,  arise 
*'  like  a  great  and  powerful  people^  determined 
*'  to  live  free,  or  die.    Arm  yourselves  by  eypiy 
'^  means  in  your  power,  and  rush  like  lions  on 
.*<  your  foes.     Consider  that  for  every  enemy 
**  you  disarm,  you  arm  a  friend,   and  thvs  be* 
^*  come  doubly  powerful.  In  the  cause  of  liberty^ 
^^  inaction  is  cowardice;  and  the  coward  shall 
^^  forfeit  the  property  he  has  not  the  couy^e  to 
*^  protect    Let  his  arms  be  secured  and  trans- 
*^  ferredto  those  gallant  apirits  who  want  und 
'*  will  use  them.    Yes,  Irishmen,  we  swear  by 
**  that  Eternal  Justice,  in  whose  caube  you%bt, 
*^  tliat  the  brave  patriot  who  survives  the  prflsent 
'*  glorious  struggle,  andtthe  family  of  him  who 
'*  has  filleri,  or  hereafter  shall  fall  in  it,  shall  re- 
'^  ceil'e  from  the  hands  of  a  gr^tefuJ.  natiosi  an 
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•'  ample  recompense  out  of  that  property  i^hitih 

"  the  crimes  of  our  enemies  have  forfeited  into 

'^  its  hands,  and  his  name  shall  be  iiiscfibed  on 

**  the  great  nationa]  record  of  Irish  revolution, 

'^  as  a  glorious  example  to  all  posterity ;  but  we 

'*  likewise  swear  to  punish  robbery  with  death 

*'  and  infamy.      We  also  swear  that  we  will 

,  •'  never  sheath  the  sword  till  every  being  in  the 

"  country  is  restored  to  those  equal  rights  which 

**  the  God  of  nature  has  given  to  all  men;  until 

*'  an  order  of  things  shall  be  established  in. which 

"  no  superiority  shall  be  acknowledged  among 

'*  the  citizens  of  Erin  but  that  of  virtue  and 

"  talent.     As  for  those  degenerate  wretches  who 

'*  tiim  their  swords  against  their  native  country, 

^'  the  national  vengeance  awaits  them :  Let  them 

.**  find  no  quarter,  unless  they  shall  prove  theif 

**  repentance  by  speedily  exchanging  the  stand- 

•*  ard  of  slavery  for  that  of  freedom,   under 

"  which  their  former  errors  may  be  buried,  and 

"  they  may  share  the  glory  and  advantages  that 

•*  are  due  to  the  patriot  bands  of  Ireland.   Many 

*'  of  the  military  feel  the  love  of  liberty  glow 

*'  within  their  ^reasts,  and  have  joined  the  na«- 

^'  tional  standard.      Receive  with  open  arms 

"  such  as  shall  follow  so  glorious  an  example— 

**  they  can  render  signal  service  to  the  cause  of 

*^  freedom,  and  shall  be  rewarded  according  to 

*^  their  deserts.     But  for  the  wretch  who  turns 

/^  his  sword  against  his  native  country,  let  the 
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*'  natiotial  vengeance  be  visited  on  liiih^  let  him 
"  find  no  quarter.    Tw6  other  crimes  demand 
u  ***•••*«**•#.  House  all  the  energies  of  your 
'^  sotils :  call  forth  all  the  merit  and  abilities 
"  which  a  vicious  government  consigned  .to 
"  obscurity;  and  under  the  conduct  of  your 
"  chosen  leaders  march  with  a  steady  step  to 
**  victory;     Hefed  not  the  glare  of  hired  soldier/ 
'*  or  aristocratic  yeotpanry :  they  cannot  stand 
*'  the  vigorous  shock  of  freedoip.     Their  trap- 
'^  pings  and  their  arms  will  soon  be  yours ;  and 
**  the  detested  government  of  England,  to  whidh 
*^  we  votv  eternal  hatred,  shall  learn,  that  thd 
**  treasures  it  exhausts  on  its  accoutered  slaves^ 
^*  for  the  purpose  of  butchering  Irishmen,  shall 
"  biit  further  enable  us  to  turn  their  swords  on 
*'  its  devoted  head.     Attack  them  in  every  di- 
"  rection  by  day  and  by  night:  avail  yourselves 
**  of  the  natural  advantages  of  your  country, 
"  which  are  iilnumerable,  and  with  which  you 
*^  ale  better  acquainted  thaii  they.     Where  yoU 
'*  caiihot  oppose  them  ill  full  force,  constantly 
**  harass  their  rear  and  theii*  flanks:   cut  orf 
**  their  provisions  and  magazines,  and  prevent 
"  them  as  much,  as  possible  from  uniting  their 
"  forces:  let  Whatever  moments  you  cannot  de- 
*'  vote  to  fighting  for  your  country,  be  passed 
*'  in  learning  how  to  fight  for  it,  or  preparing 
*'  the  meaos  of  war — for  ii<rar,  war  alone  must 

V 
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*^  occupy  every  mind  and  every  hand  in  IrelanJ, 
"  until  its  long  oppressed  soil  be  purged  of  al! 
*^  its  fenemies.  Vengeance,  Irishmen — vengeaijce 
"  on  your  oppressors.  Remember  what  thou- 
**  sands  of  yoijr  dearest  friends  have  perished  by 
"  their  merciless  orders — Remember  their  bum- 
"  ings,  their  rackings,  their  torturings,  their 
*  military  massacres,  and  their  legal  murders — 
"'*  Remember  Orrl"* 

•  Appendix  to  tlie  report,  &c.  No.  20.  William  Orr,  a  man 
*Citf  good  family  and  connexions,  had  been  hanged  at  Carhefe- 
mgtts  fbr  high  trea&on* 
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CHAP.  II. 


insuTrectton-'^MaiUCoach — SkirtHishes-^Prosperous-^ 
Ifaas — Kilculion — Martial  Law — Carlow — Sir  Ed^ 
tuardCrosHe^Moncsierevan^Hacketstown'-'Tarah-^ 
Rathangan — Surreti'dry  at  Kfiockawlitir^Gibbitrath 
^^County  6f  Wexford — Mcuntnorris-^TerrOr  of  whip'' 
pings — Father  John  Murphy — Kilthomas — Oulart-^ 
Enniscorthy  — *  Wexford  — *  Arrest  —  Missifm  of  CoU 
clough — Three  Rocks — Meath  Militia — Repulse  of 
Col.  Maxwell — Wexford  evacuated — Gorey — Earl  of 
Courtown — Arklow-^Newtownlarry — Camps  — Sal'*' 
lycanoo  — •'  Walpole  — Tulbemeering  — Ross — Sculld" 
logue-^^Slytsevekeelter — Lacken-^^Atklow — Skerrett. 

By  such  arrests,  and  btlier  prdcatitlons,  the 
plan  of  insurrection  was  frasttatedi  which  waS 
to  commence  on  the  night  of  the  fiSd  of  Majr, 
by  an  attack  dn  the  army  encamped  at  Lehaiins- 
f  dwh^  oi  Laughlinstown,  seven  miles  south  of  * 
Dublin — an  attack  on  the  artillery  stationed  ab 
Ghapelizod,  two  miles  west  of  the  same— an  at- 
tack on  the  castle,  and  other  parts  of  the  metro- 
polis, as  soon  as  the  net^rs  of  the  two  former 
assaults  should  r&ch  the  city,  in  all  which  the 
counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Kildare  wertk 
to  co-operate— and  the  destruction  of  detention 
of  the  mail-coaches  on  the  north  and  south  roads> 


84  HISTOET   OF   THE 

which  was  to  serve  as  a  signal  of  insurrection  to 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  The  plot  had  been  an- 
nounced late  in  the  evening  of  the  21st,  by  a 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutonant 
to  Thomas  Fleming,  the  lord  mayor  of  Dublin, 
and  on  the/  22d  by  a  message  from  the  lord 
lieutenant  to  both  houses  of  parliainent;  and 
to  prevent  its  execution,  the  troops  of  the  line, 
militia,  and  yeomanry,  were  disposed  underarms 
in  what  were  supposed  to  be  the  most  advanta- 
geous positions.  By  a  variety  of  precautions  the 
eapital  was  restrained  ia  tranquillity;  but  in  the 
neighbouring  counties,  notwithstanding  the  dis-^ 
organisation  of  the  confederacy  by  the  various 
operations  of  government,  the  appointment  was 
observed  by  considerable  numbers;  tlie  mail- 
coaches  on  the  northern,  western,  and  southern 
roads  were  destroyed ;  the  first  at  Santry,  three 
miles  from  Dublin ;  the  second  between  Lucan 
and  Leixlip^  eight  miles  from  the  same;  and  the 
third  near  Naas,  fifteen  miles  from  the  capital; 
insurgents  assembled  in  many  places ;  and  in  that 
night  and  the  following  day  several  skirmished 
were  fought,  and  the  towns  of  Naas,  Claine, 
Prosperous,  Bally  more- Eustace,  and  Kilcullea 
were  attacjced ;  as  were  also,  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding night  and  day,  those  of  Carlow,  Hack- 
etstown,  and  Monasterevan^ 

Among  tlie  skirmishes  of  the  recept  insurreo- . 
tion  were  those  which  took  place  near  Rathfarn- 
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ham,  Tallagh,  Lucan,  Lusli,  Dunboync,  Bar- 
retstown,  Collon,  and  Baltinglass.  In  all  these 
petty  actions,  except  those  near  Dunboyne  and 
BarretstowD,  and  in  all  t!ie  attacks  of  towns,  ex- 
cept that  of  Prosperous,  the  insurgents  were  de- 
feated, though  KilcuUen  was  abonddned  to  them 
after  their  defeat.  In  these  and  other  conflicts 
in  the  course  of  the  rebellion,  the  number  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  rebels  is  extremely 
uncertain,  and  almost  always  vastly  exaggerated 
in  the  piiblic  prints.  The  action  near  Dunboyne, 
eight  miles  from  Dublin,  in  the  county  of  Mcath, 
was  the  surprise  of  a  small  party  of  the  regiment  , 
of  Reay  fencibles  by  a  body  of  rebels,  who 
seized  the  baggage  of  two  companies  of  the 
king's  troops  escorted  by  the  above  party ;  and 
that  near  Barretstown  was  also  a  surprise  of  a 
small  body  of  the  Suffolk  fencibles;  who  lost  all 
their  bagga^  in  their  march  to  Kildare,  The 
engagement  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baltinglass, 
twenty-nine  miles  from  Dublin,  southward,  was 
one  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  skirmishes 
which  happened  at  this  time.  A  body  of  at 
least  four  or  five  hundred  insurgents  were  on  the 
24tb,  at  one  o'clock,  attacked  in  the  town  of 
Stratford-upon-Slaney,  near  Baltinglass,  on  one 
aide  by  a  small  body  of  troops  composed  of  thirty 
of  the  Antrim  militia,  under  lieutenant  Macau- 
ley,  and  twenty  of  the  ninth  dragoons,  under 
cornet  Love ;  and  on  the  othet  by  a  party  of 
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yeomen,  commanded  by  captain  Stratford.  By 
this  double  attack  they  were  totally  routed,  with 
the  slaughter  perhaps  of  near  a  hundred;  while 
pf  the  loyalists  none  were  kijled,  but  several 
wounded. 

The  attacl^  of  Prosperous,  a  small  town  in  the 
county  pf  Kildare,  intended  for  a  seat  of  cotton 
manufactures,  seventeen  miles  distant  from  Dub- 
lin, was  made  an  hour  after  midnight,  on  the 
night  of  the  asd,  or  morning  of  the  24th,  by  a 
large  body  of  men,  supposed  to  be  conducte4 
by  John  Esmond,  fi  Romish  gentleman,  first 
lieutjenant  of  a  troop  of  yeoman  cayalry.  The 
small  garrison  wa§  assailed  by  surprise.  The 
barrack  was  fired,  and  twenty-eight  of  the  city 
of  Cork  militia,  with  their  commander,  captain 
Swayne,  perished  in  the  flames,  and  by  the  pike^ 
of  the  enemy.  Nine  men  also  of  a  Welch  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  stiled  ancient  Britons,  were 
slaughtered  in  the  houses  where  they  had  been 
billetted,  and  five  were  made  prisoners.  Many 
of  the  perpetrators  of  this  atrociqus  hutchery 
"were,  by  the  trembfing  loyalist  inhabitants,  re- 
cognized to  be  the  same  who  on  the  preceding 
day  had  surrendered  to  Cfiptain  Swayne,  ^d,  in 
the  presence  of  a  Romish  priest,  had  expressed 
the  deepest  contrition  for  having  engaged  in  the 
conspiracy  of  United  Irish,  and  made  most  so-- 
lemn  promises  of  future  loyalty— a  melancholy 
instance  of  dissimulation,  practised  elsewhere  ij^ 
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isimilar  circumstances!  Here,  as  in  all  other 
places  where  the  insurj^nts  had  success,  in  the 
^rly  part  of  the  rebellion,  while  their  hopes  were 
high,  a  tumultuous  and  frantic  exultation  took 
place,  with  congratulations  of  Naas  and  Dublin 
being  in  the  possession  of  their  associates;  the 
conveyance  of  such  false  intelligence^  to  inspirit 
tlieir  followers,  being  a  part  of  the  policy  almost 
constantly  practised  by  the  leaders  of  the  revolt. 
Loud  shouts  were  heard,  especially  from  a  multi-r 
tude  of  women,  who  always  followed  the  men  on 
such  occasions,  of  dotvn  with  the  Orangemen!  and, 
which  marked  the  object  of  insurrection  af  its 
very  commencement  in  the  minds  of  the  common 
people,  dawn  with  the  heretics!  They  accord- 
ingly murdered  with  deliberate  ceremony,  and 
.mangled  their  bodies  in  a  horrid  manner,  tmo 
gentlemen  of  the  names  of  Stamer  and  Brewer, 
and  an  old  man  who  had  been  seijeant  in  the 
king's  army.  That  a  slaughter  of  the  remaining 
protestant  inhabitants  would  have  been  perpe- 
trated, is  highly  probable,  if  it  had  not  beei^ 
prevented  by  the  approach  of  a  body  of  troops, 
through  fear  of  whom  the  rebels  fled.  Richard: 
Griffith,  Esq.  with  part  of  his  troop  of  yeomen 
cavalry,  and  forty  of  the  Armagh  militia,  who 
had  repulsed  the  assaiJaqts  at  Claine,  pursued, 
them  almost  to  Prosperous,  three  miles  distant^ 
which  caiised  much  terror  to  the  rebels  in  pQsse«» 
fiion  of  that  town. 


$8  HISTOKY   OF  TH|J 

The  attack  of  Naas,  the  most  considerable  of 
the  njilitary  stations  asAiled  by  the  uisurgfents, 
lit  the  very  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  wa< 
pn  hour  and  a  half  later  than  that  of  Prosperous. 
In  this  town,  fifteen  miles  south-westward  of 
'  Dublin,  were  posted  a  part  of  the  Armagh  militia, 
detachments  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  dragooqi 
guards  and  of  the  ancient  Britons,  under  the 
command  of  lord  viscount  Gosford,  colonel  of 
the  Armagh  regiment     The  surprise  of  this  post 
was  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  the  garrison; 
The  approach  of  neara.thousand  insurgents,  under 
^he  condpct  of  a  chief  named  Michael  Reynolds, 
Jbeing  announced  by.  a  dragoon,  the  troops  had 
time  to  form  according*  to  a  preconcerted  plan. 
Hepulsed  in*  their  first  onset  at  the  county  gaol, 
which  i^tands  in  thia  town,  the  rebels  possessed 
themselves  of  all  the  avenues,  and  made  a  gener 
ral  assault  in  almost  every  direction.     Unable  to 
xnakQ  an  impression  on  the  troops,  they  fled  on  • 
fill  sides  after  about  forty  minutes  of  irregular 
iiring,  and  were  pursued  with  slaughter  by  the 
cavalry.     Of  the  king's  forces,  two  officers  and 
some  privates  were  slain;  of  the  rebels  about; 
thirty  were  found  dead   in  the  streets,  and   a 
greater  number,  perhaps  near  a,  hundred,  may 
][|ave  been  slaughtered  in  the  roads  anfl  fields  in 
the  pursuit.     In  the  course  of  the  day  the  inha? 
^itants  of  Naas  beheld  such  scenes,  as  \#ere  after- 
wards exhibited  elsewhere  on  a  larger  sca|e,  an4 
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fvith  much  higher  colouring,  the  terrified  lo3rali8tt 
of  the  neighbourihg  towns  and  country,  men, 
women,  and  children^  who  had  abandoned  their 
possessions  to  the  rapacity  of  the  foe,  flocking 
into  this  place  of  arms  with  the  troops  who  re?  '-^ 
treated  from  the  inferior  posts.     The  little  gar* 
fison  of  Claine  arrived  here  in  the  morning, 
where  lieutenant  Esmond,  taking  his  place  in 
Captain  Griflfittrs  troop,  apparently  unconscious 
pf  the  affair  of  Prosperous,  was  arrested.  The  troops 
who  had  fought  at  KilcuUen  arrived  not  before 
nine  in  the  evening;  the  fugitive  loyalists  whd 
accompanied  them  were  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
street  all  night,  yet  they  fared  much  better  than 
many  people  afterwards  in  similar  situations,  a? 
they   M'ere  supplied  with  provisions  from   thp 
military  stores  while  they  continued  in  this  town,  . 
which  was  during  some  time  after  in  a  state  of 
alarm.  * 

In  the  action  at  KilcuUen,  which  had  taken 
place  at  seven  in  the  morning,  the  inefficacy  of 
cavalry  against  embattled  pikemen  was  two 
jclearly  shewn.  A  body  of  about  three  hundred 
rebels  having  taken  post  at  the  church  of  OI4 
KilcuUen,  general  Dundas  without  waiting  foj 
^is  infantry,  ordered  his  cavalry,  consisting  of 
forty  men  of  the  light  dragoons  and  Romneys  tq 
charge ,  and,  in  this  service,  three  times  repeated, 
they  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  captains  Er-? 
5kine  and  Cooks,  and  twenty  privates,  beside 
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ten  trounded,  most  of  them  mortally.  Ketiring 
to  Kilcullen  bridge,  he  attacked  the  enemy,  who. 
had  followed  him  thitherj  with  twenty-seven  Suf- 
folk infantry  in  front,  who,  in  three  destructive 
•  discharges  of  musketry,  discomfited  and  dis-r 
persed.the  rebels. 

In  my  relation  of  tWs  affair  I  by  no  means  in-f 
tend  any  censure  on  the  general ;  nor,  if  I  were 
not  indis]pensably  bound  to  strict  impartiality  and 
truths  would  I  mention  any  circumstance,  which 
might  be  wrested  into  a  sinister  sense  against  one 
whom  I  consider  as  an  excellent  officer  and  a 
worthy  man,  A  mistaken  opinion  of  the  force  of 
cavalry  against  pikemen  seems  tohave  bjeep  almost 
universal  until  experience  brought  conviction. 

War  being  now  openly  commenced  by  the 
conspirator^,  government  necessarily  proceeded 
to  the  strongest  measure  of  coercion.  The  lord 
lieutenant  issued  a  proclamation  on  the  24th, 
giving  notice,  that  orders  were  conveyed  to  all 
his  majesty's  general  officers  in  Ireland  to  punish 
according  to  martial  law,  by  death  or  otherwise, 
^  their  judgment  shpuld  approve,  all  persons 
acting,  or  in  any  manner  assisting,  in  the  rebel- 
lion. This  proclamation  was  notifie4  t|ie  same 
4ay  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  by  a  message 
from  hi§  excellency,  who  received  in  consequence 
addresses  of  thanks  and  approbation  from  both. 
The  effects  of  this  procedure,  the  necessity  of 
vhicb  n^arked  the  calamitous  conditiQn  of  tl^c 
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IKountry,  were  quickly  felt  by,  great  numbers  of 
tba  lower,  and  some  of  the  higher  classes  of  the 
people.     An  instance  of  its  fatality  to  the  latter 
immediately  occurred  on  the  sanguinary  repulse  ^ 
9f  the  rebels  at  Garlow. 

Of  the  intended  surprise  of  this  |:own,  forty  miles 
south-westward  from  Dublin,  the  garrison  was 
apprised,  both  by  an  intercepted  letter,  and  by 
the  intelligence  of  lieutenant  Roe,  of  the  Northr 
Cork  militia,  who  had  observed  the  peasants  as 
^embling  in  the  vicinity  late  in  the  evening  pf 
the  24th  of  May,     The  garrison,  consisting  of  a 
body  of  jthe  ninth  dragoons,  the  light  company 
of  the  North-Cork  militia,  upder  captain  Heard, 
'  8omeoftheLouth'militia,  under  lieutenant  Ogle, 
the  yeoman  infantry  of  Carlow  under  captains 
Burton  *nid  Eustace,  Sir  Charles  Burton's  yeoman 
cavalry,  and  about  forty  volunteers — the  whole 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  under 
the  commfipd  pf  colonel  Mahon,  of  the  ninth 
dragoons,  \)ras  judiciously  dislributed  at  various 
posts  for  the  reception  pf  the  assailants.     The 
plan  oi  assault  wa,s  ill  contrived,  or  ill  executed* 
Pifferent  parties  were  appointed  to  entpr  the 
town  at  different  avenues;  but  only  one,   that 
ybich  arrived  soonest,  attempted  an  entrance, 
the  rest  being  deterred  by  the  incessant  firing  of 
tlie  troops.     This  body,   perhaps  amounting  tq. 
g,  thousan4  or  fifteen  hundred,  assembling  at  thp 
^ouse  of  Sir  Edward  Crosbie,  a  mile  and  a  half 
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distant  from  C^^'low^  marched  into  the  town  at 
two  o*elock  of  the  morning    of  the  SAth  of 
May,  with  so  little  precaution  as  to  alarm  the 
garrison  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile's  distance,  by  the 
discharge  of  a  gun^  in  the  execution  of  a  man 
who  scrupled  to  accompany  them  in  their  enter- 
prise.    Shouting  as  they  rushed    into    TuUow 
street,  with  thstt  vain  confidence,  which  is  com* 
xnonly  followed  by  disappointment,  that  the  town 
was  their  awn^  they  received  so  destructive  a 
fat  from  the  garrison,  that  they  recoiled  and 
lendeavoQred  to  retreat ;  bpt  finding  their  flight 
intercepted,  numbers  took  refuge  in  the  bouses, 
where  they  found  a  piiserabl^  exit,  these  being 
immediately  fired  by  the  soldiery.     About  eight 
houses  were  consumed  in  this  conflagration,  and 
for  sonie  days  the  roasted  remains  of  unhappy 
men  were  falling  down  the  chimnies  in  which 
they  had  perished.  .  As  about  half  this  column  of 
assailants  had  arrived  within  the  town,  and  few 
escaped  from  that  situation,  their  loss  can  hardly 
be  estimated  at  less  than  four  hundred ;  while  not  a 
man  was  even  wounded  on  thesid^  pf  the  loyalists. 
After  the  defeat,  execqtiqns  commenced,  as 
flsewhere  in  this  calamitous  period,  and  abput 
two  hundred  in  a  short  time  were  hanged  oy 
shot,  according  to  martial  law.     Among  the 
earliest  victims  were  Sir  Edward  Crosbie,  and 
one  Heydon,  a  yeoman  of  Sir  Charles  Burton '$ 
^foop.    The  latter  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
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leader  of  the  rebel  column ;  to  have  conducted 
the  assailants  into  the  town,  and  on  their  ill  suc- 
cess to  have  abandoned  them.  He  had  certainljr 
in  that  crisis  taken  his  place  as  a  yeoman,  and 
joined  in  the  slaughter  of  the  assailants.  Sir 
Edward,  at  whose  house  the  rebel  columii  had 
assembled,  but  who  certainly  had  not  accompa- 
nied them  m  their  march,  was  condemned  and 
hanged  as  an  United  Irishman.  I  can  say  nothing 
from  my  own  knowledge  of  this  unfortunate 
baronet,  with  whom  I  had  never  any  acquaint- 
ance; but  his  friends  have  affirmed  with  trutli, 
that  he  fell  a  sacrifice  to  tlie  confusion  which 
necessarily  attends  a  trial  by  military  law,  in 
the  rage  of  a  rebe^ion ;  and  that  his  innocence 
-would  be  manifest  if  certain  circumstances  were 
made  public,  which  they  chose  to  withhold  for 
a  time  through  respect  to  adminirtration,  then 
dangerously  situated.  The  whole  of  his  guilt 
could  only  have  consisted  in  his  having  given 
way  to  a  tide  of  theoretic  politics,  which  many 
i^eculative  men  had  not  sufficient  clearness  of 
judgment  to  correct,  or  duplicity  to  conceal, 
though  they  might  utterly  abhor  the  conse* 
quences  of  an  attempt  to  reduce  these  theories  to 
jMtictice  by  force  of  arms. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  first  edition,  a 
patnphlet  has  appeared,  stiled,  **  A  Narrative  of 
**  the  Apprehension,  Trial,  and  Execution  of  Sir 
"  Edward  William  Crosbie,  Bart ;  iS  which  the 
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*'  Innocence  of  9if  Edward,  and  the  Iniquity  ot 
"  the  Proceedings  against  him  are  indubitably 
**  and  clearly  proved,"    This  publication  records 
one  atrocious  instance,  out  of  a  multitude  which 
occurred,  of  the  abuse  of  power  delegated  by  the 
members  of  administration  to  inferior  actors  in 
a  time  of  lamentable  distraction.      Protestant 
lajralists,  witnesses  in  favour  of   the  accuseds- 
were  forcibly  prevented  by  the  military  from  en- 
tering  the    court      Roman  catholic  prisonersr 
were  tortured  by  repeated  flogging,    to  force 
them  to  give  evidence  against  him,  and  appear 
to  have  been  promised  their  lives  upon  no  other 
condition  than  that  of  his  conviction.     Not^ 
withstanding  all  these  and  o^her  violent  mea- 
sures, no  charge  was  proved  against  him ;    of 
which  defect  of  evidence, his  Judges  were  so  sen- 
sible, that,  in  defiance  of  an  act  of  parliament,  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  was  w^ithheld  from  his 
widow  and  family.  -  The  court  was  irregularly 
constituted    and    illegal,  destitute  of  a  judge 
advocate.     The  execution  of  the  sentence  was^ 
precipitate,   at  an   unusual  hour,  and  attended 
with  atrocious  circumstances,  not  warranted  by 
the  sentence,  and  reflecting  indelible  disgrace 
on  the  parties  concerned.     I  refer  the  reader  to 
the  pamphlet  itselC    I  insert  some  paper?  in  the 
appendix.  No.  7^      « 

Sometimes  one  of  those  numerous  little  inci* 
dents,  which  occur  in  times  of  civil  distraction^ 
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though  of  no  importance  in  themselves,  maj  assist 
to  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  state  of  the 
country  on  such  occasions.  A  gentleman 
named  Thomas  Elliot,  going  from  Carlow,  after 
the  repulse  of  the  rebels,  to  visit  his  house,  three 
miles  from  the  town,  saw  thirty  or  forty  of  the 
peasants,  his  neighbours,  assembled  in  the  road 
at  the  end  of  his  avenue,  whom  he  supposed  to 
have  met  for  mutual  enquiries  about  news.  He 
was  advancing  without  apprehension  of  danger, 
when  observing  two  guns  levelled  at  him,  he 
wheeled,  galloped  away,  and  fortunately  escaped 
both  shots.  Hearing  a  shout  from  them,  witi^ 
a  declaration  that  he  might  come  to  them  with 
confidence  of  Safety,  he  returned,  and  called  to 
them  to  meet  him  without  arms.  ^  Finding  that 
they  declined  this  proof  of  pacific  intention,  he 
again  galloped  away  and  escaped  some  shots. 
When  he  returned  soon  after  with  a  body  of 
yeomen,  the  peasants,  expecting  no  mercy,  fled  to 
places  or  concealment;  but  perceiving  that, 
quite  contrary  to  their  expectation,  their  cabins 
were  not  bufffed,  nor  any  severe  punishment 
intended,  they  returned  to  their  occupations,  and 
remained  perfectly  quiet  A  cpntrary  conduct 
in  tliis  gentleman  would  have  sent  these  and 
others  to  augment  the  rebel  forces. 
,  .  The  defeats  of  the  rebels  at  Monasterevan  and 
Hacketstown,  ii^.the  same  morning  with  that  at 
Carlow,  were  jiearly  as  bloodless  oh  the  side  of 


the  loyalists-  The  garriwn  of  the  former,  con- 
j^isting. of  eighty-five  yeomen,  not  three  week# 
embodied,  of  whom  forty *threcf  ti^ere  cavalry, 
vas  fassailed  by  a  body  of  men,  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand in  number,  a  little  after  four  o'clock ;  but 
such  was  the  spirit  and  steadiness  of  this  little 
army,  assisted  by  some  volupteers,  that  the  as- 
ssulants  were  on  eVery  side  completely  repulsed^ 
though  they  could  not  be  prevented  from  setting 
fire  to  part  of  the  town.  The  infantry,  undci' 
lieutenant  George  Bagot^  had  advanced  against 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  on  the  bank  of  thrf 
grand  canal,  where  the  town  is  situate ;  while 
the  cavalry,  under  Captain  Haystead,  skirmished 
with  another  party  in  the  street.  On  the  return 
of  part  of  the  infantry  from  the  pursuit,  a  furious 
attaek  was  made  in  conjunction  with  th^ 
cavalry,  and  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the 
town  with  slaughter.  Sixty-eight  of  their  dead 
were  said  to  be  collected  and  buried  by  the' 
victors ;  some  are  supposed  to  have  been  carried 
away  by  the  vanquished,  many  of  whom  wer* 
doubtless  wounded  Of  the  loyalists,  nine  wercf 
slain,  of  whom  two  were  of  the  volunteer  classi 
The  incaution  and  vain  confidence  of  the 
insurgents  was  no  where  more  strongly  exeni-^ 
plified  than  in  their  attack  of  Hacketstown,  in 
the  county  of  Carlo,  fofty'-four '  miles  from 
Dublin.  The  garrison,  which  flis  composed  of 
a  detachment    of  the  Antrim  militia,    under 
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lieutenant  Gardiner,  and  a  body  of  yeomea 
under  captain  Hardy,  being  apprized  of  the 
approach  of  the  insurgents,*  marched  out  to 
meet  them ;  but  on  sight  of  the  enemy,  whose ' 
nun)ber  appeared  to  be  above  three  thousand^ 
the  troops  retreated,  l^t  they  should  be  sur- 
rounded, and  took  refuge  in  the  barrack.  This, 
as  the  event  soon  proved,  answered  the  purpose  of 
a  feint  The  rebels,  from  joy  of  their  imagined 
victory,  raised  a  vehement  shout,  and  rushing'^ 
forward  in  the  utmost  confusion,  were  on  the 
sudden  arrival  of  captain  ,Hume,  with  thirty  of 
his  yeomen,  charged  with  such  addiess  and 
spirit  as  to  be  completely  routed,  with  the  loss 
of  perhaps  two  hundred  of  their  men  ;  while  not 
one  of  the  loyalists  was  hurt,  except  a  soldier 
who  received  a  contusion  on  the  arm;  and 
lieutenant  Gardiner,  who  was  violently  bruised 
by  the  stroke  of  a  stone  on  the  breast 

While  the  rebellion  wa^  thus  checked  in  its 
extension  south-westward  of  the  capital,  exer- 
tions were  made,  and  arrangements  to  suppreS9 
it,  on  the  northern  and  western  sides.  In  con- 
sequence of  these  arrangements,  on  the  evening 
of  the  S6th,  a  large  body  of  rebels^  assembled  on 
the  hill  of  Tarah,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  situate 
eighteen  miles  northward  of  Dublin,  was  com- 
pletely routed,  with  the  slaughter,  we  are  told, 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  men,  found 
dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  together  with  their 

H 
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leader  in  his  uniform ;  with  the  loss  of  nine  kilTedl 
and  sixteen  wounded  of  the  victorious  party^ 
which  was  composed  of  three  Companies  of  the 
regiment  of  Reay  fcncibles,  with  a  field-piece 
of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  captain 
M^^Lean;  lord  Fingal's  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry; 
those  ©f  captain  Preston  and  Lower-Kells ;  and 
captain  Molly's  company  of  yeoman  infantry^ 
mall  about  four  hundred.  The  position  of  thii 
'hill,  insulated  in  a*  widely  surrounding  plain,  is 
well  adapted  for  defence  against  an  attacking 
foe^  but  ill  for  escape  from  victorious  cavalry^ 
from  whose  pursuit  they  could  be  piotected  only 
by  the  inclosures  of  the  fields^  so  that  many 
doubtless  were  kill^  or  wounded. 

As  this  victory  kid  open  the  communication 
of  the  metropolis  with  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  so  other  successful  movements  pro* 
duced  the  same  effect  on  the  western  side.  On 
the  29th,  a  little  after  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  body  of  rebds,  iyhb  had  posted 
themselves  in  the  village  of  Rathangan,  oik  the 
grand  canal,  in  the  county  of  Kiklare,  situate 
twenty-nine  miles  westward  of  Dublin,  had  com- 
mitted murders,  and  had  fortified  their  post 
with  barricadoes  and  chains  across  the  streets^ 
was  dislodged,  and  about  sixty  of  them  slaugh- 
tered, by  a  party  under  the  Command  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Longfieldj  of  the  royal  Cork 
militia,  who  advanced  against  the  town  with  hi* 


fettitteryin  the  front,  hii  ihfantiy  ftii^portJng* 
behind,  and  his  cavalry  so  placed  as  to  support 
Iboth.  No  loss  Was  sustuhtfd  by  the  king*« 
troops,  as  the  rebels  gav£  way  on  the  sectad 
discharge  of  the  canhdn. 

Discouraged  by  defeats,  iAany  of  th«  reb<^k 
i^egan  tb  \ns\i^  for  leave  to  retire  in  safety  td 
their  hbni&s,  and  resume  their  pesiceftil  occiipa->^ 
tions.     Of  this  a  remarkable  instance  boctirtedf 
on  theSSth,  and  another  on  the  3 1st  of  May. 
Lieutenant  General  Dundas,  vho  had,  in  thd 
Afternoon  of  the  24th,   defeated  k  t^bA  force 
ftear  Kilcullen^   and  relieved  that  little  towft^ 
received  on  the  Sl8th,  at  hisqiiarters-at  Naas,  by 
Thomas  Kelly,   Esq.   ^  magistrate,  a  messagd 
from  a  rebel  chi^f  tiamed  Perkins,  who  ivas  then 
at  the  head  of  about  two  thousand  men,  posted 
on  an  eminence  called  Knockawlin-htll,  on  th<l 
border  of  the  Curragh  of  Kildare,  a  beautiful 
plain,  used  as  a  race-course,  twenty-t^'o  milci 
^outh-westward  of  the  metropolis.     The  purport 
of  this  message  was,  that  Perkins'  men  should 
surrender  their  arms,  on  condition  of  their  bemfjl 
permitted  to  retire  unmolested  to  their  babitt- 
tions,  arid  of  the  liberation  of  Perkins'  brother 
from  the  jail  of  Naas.     The  general,   having 
5ent  a  messenger  for  advice  to  Dublin' Castle^ 
aiid  received  permission,  assented  to  the  terms^ 
and,  approaching  the  post  of  Knockatviin  on  die 

SI  St,   received  the  personal  surrendry  of  Per-" 
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kins,  and  a  few  of  his  associates;  the  rest  db^ 
persing  homewards  in  all  directions  witli  shotits 
of  joy ^"SLuA  kaiviag  thirteen  cart-loads  of  pikes 
behind. 

Tliis  disposition   to    surrender,    which  g©od 
policy  would  have  encouraged  among  the  insur- 
gents,  was  blasted  three  days  after  by  military 
ardour,^    which,    when   it  eludes   the   salutary 
restraints  of  disdpliHe,  and  i»  exerted  against  aa 
unresisting  object,  ceases  to  be  laudable.    Major- 
General  Sir  James  Duff,  who  had  made  a  rapid 
inarch  from  Limerick  with  six  hundred  men,  to 
open  the  communication  of  the  metropolis  with 
that  quarter,   received   intelligence  of  a  large 
body  of  men  assembled  at  a  place  called  Gibbit-' 
rath,  on  the  Curragh,  for  the  purpose  of  surren- 
flry,  to  which  they  had  been  admitted  by  gene- 
ral Dundas.     Unfortunately,  as  the  troops  ad- 
vanced near  the  insurgents  to  receive  their  surren- 
dered weapons,  one  of  thelatter  foolishly  swearing 
that  he  would  not  deliver  his  gun  otherwise  thaa 
empty,  discharged  it  with  the  muzzle  upwards. 
The  soldiers  instantly,   pretending  to  consider 
this  as  an  act  of  hostility,  fired  on  the  unre- 
^sting  multitude,  who  fled  with  the  utmost  pre- 
-cipitation^  and  Mere  pursued  with  slaughter  by 
a  Company   of  fencible  cavalry,   denominated 
jord  Jocelyn's  fox-hunters.     Above  two  hundred 
of  the  insurgents  fell  upon  this  occasiou,-  and  a 
far  greater  number  would  have  shared  their  f^ite^ 
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if  a  retreat  had  not  been  sounded  with  all  pibssible 
•dispatch,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  general 
Dundas,  who  had  sent  an  express  from  his  quar- 
ters at  Kilcullen,  to  prevent  such  an  accident* 

*  The  following  address  from  the  corps  of  Alhy  loyal  infantrj 
18  very  honourable  to  that  body,  as  well  as  to  the  general. 
**  To  lieutenant-general  Dundas,  &c.  &c. 

•*  Sir,  the  arrangements,  which  follow  the  termination  of  a 
"  glorious. war,  being  Ukbly  to  deprive  us  of  the  man,  whose' 
**  wise  and  humane  conduct  saved  the  lives  of  thousands^  we 
**  cannot  suffer  the  opportunity  to  pass,  without  expressing  to 
'(  our  Jbraye  general  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  with  which 
**  our  hearts  are  filled. 

**  Placed  at  the  head  of  our  district,  during  a  period  most 
'^  eventful  and  calamitous,-  your  command  has  been  distin* 
**  guished  by  the  zeal.of  your  conduct,  and  the  humanity  of 
«  your  council,  si^rrounded  by  armed  bands  of  our  misguided 
•*  countrymeii,  You  first  subdued^  them  by  your  sword,  and 
•*  then  disarmed  them  by  your  clemency.  In  you,  sir,  we  have 
*/  seen  the  brightest  ornament  of  the  soldier's  character— 
<<  humanity^  united  with  true  courage.  And  when  the  ua- 
<<  prejudiced  historian  shall  write  the  events  of  the  day,  the 
*^  name  of  Dundas  will  be  fipplauded  by  rising  generations. 

'*  Youf  kind  p^tiality  and  attention  to  the  Athy  yeoman  ' 
"  infantry,  raised  on  the  'spur  of  the  moment,  have  induced 
<*  them  to  offer  this  (the  only  tribute  in  their  power)  to  their 
*' revered  general.  Wherever  you  go,  you  will  carry  with 
*^  you  their  invariable  attachment,  and  the  applauses  of  all 
•«  true  lovers  pf  thdr  country  and  oi  humanity.        ^ 

"  For  the  corps  of  Athy  loyal  yeoman  infantry-  (141) 

.    Athy,  Tho.  I.  Rawson,  Captain. 

1st  January,  1802. 

See  Dublin  evening  post.  No.  6*181,  in  which  is  also  an 

address  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  district  to  the 

lame  general,  with  \^e  presentation  of  a  piece  of 'plate. 


}n  the  public  prints  tb]&  body  of  insurgents 
)s  9&^rted  to  have  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
battle,  and  tq  bare  actually  fired  on  the  troops 
kut  the  tru^b  oi(gbt  to  be  related  without  respect 
of  persons  or  party.  The  affair  is  well  known  fq 
have  been  otiierwise;  and  the  rebels  were  crowde4 
in  a  place  neither  fit  for  defence  nor  escape— a 
wide  pls^in  witho^it  b^ge,  ditcb,  or  bog,  quite 
epntrary  to  tbeir  cpustantly  practised  modes  of 
warfare, 

Thi?  eagerness  of  the  soldiery  for  the  slaughr 
ter  of  unresisting  rebels,  was  often  fatal  to  loyal? 
iftts;  foy  frequent;Iy  so^ie  of  the  latter  were 
prisoners  with  the  former,  and  being  found 
imiong  them  by  the  troops,  were  not  always  dis- 
tinguished from  them,  A  remarkable  instance, 
^n  the  Qiarch  of  this  army,  was  on  the  point  of 
}iaving  plape  in  the  melancholy  catalogue  which 
inight  be  authentically  formed.  A  protestant 
clergyman  of  an  amiable  character,  Mr.  Williajn- 
soh  of  Kildare,  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
pf  the  insurgents^  and  been  saved  from^sjaugh-! 
ter  by  the  humanity  of  a  Roman  catholic  priest, 
was,  as  having  been  spared  by  the  rebels,  deemed 
^  rebel  by  the  soldiery,  who  were  proceeding  inr 
Btantly  to  hang  him,  when  they  were  in  a  critical 
moment  prevented  by  the  interference  of  his 
brother-inrlaW,  colonel  Sankey. 

While,  by  the  above-mentioned  operations,  the 
communfcation  was  in  great  measure  laid  opei^ 
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tietween  the^everal  parts  of  the  kingdom  and  thf 
capital,  which  had  for  some  days  actually  sus- 
tained a  species  of  blockade,  an  insuiTCction  had 
burst  out  in  a  part  where  it  was  least  expectec^ 
and  was  growing  into  so  formidable  a  fofce,  as 
to  occasion  the  most  serious  alarms  for  thesafcity 
of  government.  The  county  of  Wexford  had 
been  but  very  recently  and  but  partially  orga- 
nized, and  many  of  its  Romanist  inhabitants  had 
addressed  the  lord  lieutenant  through  tlie  medium 
of  the  Earl  of  Mountnorris,  protesting  theii: 
loyalty,  and  pledging  themselves  to  arm,  if  per- 
mitted, in  defence  of  government,  "^whenever 
there  should  be  occasion.  Not  above  six  hun- 
dred men,  at  most,  of  the  regular  army  or 
militia,  were  stationed  in  th^  county,  the  de- 
fence of  which  was  almost  abandoned  to  the 
troops  of  yeomen  and  their  supplementaries, 
while  the  magistrates  in  the  several  districts 
Mere  employed  in  ordering  the  seizure,  impri- 
sonment, and  whipping  of  numbers -of  sus- 
pected persons.*  These  yeomen,  being  pro- 
testants,  prejudiced  against  the  Romanists  by 
traditionary  and  other  accounts  of  the  former 
cruelties  of  that  sect  in  Ireland,  fearing  such 
cruelties  in  case  of  insurrection,, and. confirmed 

*I  am  well  informed  that  no  floggings  had  place  in  the  town 
of  Wexford,  nor  in  the  baronies  of  Forth  and  Bargy  ;  and  that 
in  those  baronies  no  airocities  were  committed  before  or  since 
Ihejebellion. 
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in  this  fear  by  papers  found  in  the  pockets  of 
some  prisoners,  conjtaining  some  of  the  old  san-- 
guinary  doctrines  of  the  Romish  church,  which 
authorized  the  extermination  of  heretics,  acted 
%fith  a  spirit  ill  fitted  to  allay  religious  hatred,  or 
to  prevent  a  proneness  to  rebel. 

How  far  the  assurances,  conveyed  through 
Earl  Mountnorris,  of  the  loyalty,  or  peaceable 
intentions,  of  the  Romanists  inhabiting  the 
county  of  Wexford,  wa^  the  cause  of  that  fatal 
security  in  government,  fatal  to  the  lives  arid 
properties  of  thousands,  on  account  of  which  this 
county  w35  left  in  so  defenseless  a  cbndition,  I 
am  not  authorized  to  pronounce.  Doubtless,  to 
excite  so  violent  an  irritation  by  floggings,  im- 
pi'isonments,  and  a  variety  of  insults,  without 
sufficient  means  to  enforce  obedience,  appears  to' 
have  been  an  unfortunate  mistake,  as  was  that  of 
the  institution  of  yeoman  cavahy  instead  of  in* 
fkntry,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  of  the 
latter  a  force  might  have  been  raised  within  the 
county  of  Wexford  sufficient' to  crush  the  re^ 
bellion  in  its  commencement  in  this  part  of 
Ireland. 

Whether  an  insurrection  would  In  the  thei^ 
existing  state  of  the  kingdom  have  taken  place  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  or,  in  case  of  its  erup- 
tion, how  much  less  formidable  and  sanguinary 
it  would  have  been  if  no  acts  of  severity  had 
l)ee^  committed  by  the  soldiery,  the  yeomen,  o( 
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their  supptementary  associates,  without  the  direct 
ftutbority  of  their  superiors,  or  command  of  the 
magistrates,  is  a  question  which  I  am  not  able, 
positively  to  answer.*  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gorey,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  terror  of  the 
whippings  was  in  particular,  so  great,  that  the 
people  would  have  been  extremely  glad  to  re- 
nounce  for  ever  all  notions  of  opposition  to  go- 
vernment, if  they  could  have  beeii  assured  of 

*  Perhaps  the  tnie  state  of  tbe  case  Is  this  :*— The  people  were' 
60  detemrined  on  iosurrectioo,  that  it  could  not  otherwise  have 
been  prevented  than  by  a  proper  disposition  of  a  large  military 
force.  The  sending  of  such  a  force  was  prevented  by  the  re* 
presentations  of  Earl  Mountnorris,  and  therefoie  the  insurrection 
took  place.  In  my  opinion,  the  force  which  was  sent,  ill  com- 
manded, and,  with  some  exceptions,  ill  officered,  promoted  the 
work  of  rebellion  by  previous  irritation  and  posterior  timidity. 

Some  piagistrates  of  the  county  of  Wexford  affirm  that  not 
jnore  than  one  man  vras  flogged  in  all  the  county  before 
the  insurrection.  I  wish  these  gentlemen  would  publish  their 
affirmation  or  negation  in  print.  They  mu^t  admit  that  several 
were  flogged  in  the  town  of  Gorey  alone.  Of  these  I  knew 
three  :  Anthony  Bolger,  Michael  Davis,  and  one  Howlet ;  and 
they  must  admit  that  at  least  one  flagellation,  if  not  more^  was  ex 
apted  in  the  town  of  little  Limerick,  near  Gorey.  I  have  not  at 
presei>t  sufficient  ground  to  suspect  that  any  of  these  were  flogged 
without  proper  cause ;  but  half-hangings  enough  were  com- 
mitted by  others  without  any  eonsultation  of  magistrates.  The 
floggings,  however,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  were  almost 
pothing  comparatively  with  other  counties  ;  and  the  terror  of 
pf^ople  of  this  county  ar<)se  chiefly  from  floggings  inflicted  else- 
where ;  and  the  incipiency  of  floggings  amopg  themselves, 
>^use-burnings,  ^c, 
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permission  to  remaia  in' a  state  Of  quietness.  As 
^n  instance  of  this  terror,  I  shall  relate  the  fol- 
jowing  fact  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of 
^lay,  a  labouring  man,  named  Dennis  IVrDauiel, 
jcame  to  my  house,  with  looks  of  the  utmost  con- 
sternation and  dismay,  and  confessed  to  me  that 
Jhe  bad  taken  the  United  Irishman's  oath,  and 
had  paid  for  a  pike  with  which  be  had  not  yet 
been  furnished,  nineteen-pence-halfpenny,  to  one 
Kilty,  a  smith,  who  had  administered  the  oath  to 
Jiim  and  many  others.  While  I  sent  my  eldest 
Ban,  who  was  a  lieutenant  of  yeomanry,  to  arrest 
Kilty,  I  exhorted  M 'Daniel  to  surrender  himself 
to  a  magistrate  and  make  his  confession;  but 
this  he  positively  refused,  saying  th^t  he  should 
jn  that  case  be  lashed  to  make  ^im  produce  a 
pike  which  he  had  not,  and  to  confess  what  he 
knew  Tjot,  I  then  advised  him,  as  the  only 
alternative,  to  remain  quietly  at  home,  promising 
that  if  he  should  be  arrested  on  the  information 
of  others,  I  would  represent  his  case  to  the 
jmagistrates^  He  took  my  advice,  but  the  fear  of 
arrest  and  lathing,  liad  so  taken  possession  of  his 
thoughts,  that  he  pould  neither  eat  nor  sleep, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  25tb,  he  fell  on  his 
face  and  expired  in  a  little  grove  near  my  house. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  state  of  affairs 
vith  different  management,  the  standard  of 
febellion,  after  an  apparently  passive  submission. 
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was  at  last  hoisted  between  Gorey  and  Wexford, 
on  the  night  of  the  26tb  of  May,  by  John  Mur- 
phy, Romish  priest  of  Boulavogue,  commonly 
known  by  the  denomination  of  Father  John,  as 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  the  title  of  father  is  com-? 
monly  prefixed  to  the  name  of  each  priest.  This 
jnan,  who  \^as  coadjutor,  or  assistant  curate,  of 
the  parish  priest,  was  a  man  of  shallow  intel- 
lect, a  fanatic  in  .religion,  and,  from  the  .latter 
circumstance,  too  well  qualified  to  inflame  the 
superstitious  minds  of  the  ignorant  multitude.  In 
^n  attempt  to  disperse  a  body  of  the  insurgents, 
^t  the  head  of  a  part  of  bis  trpop,  Thomas 
Bookey,  a  brave  young  mim,  first  lieutenant  df 
the  Camolin  cavalry,  w^as  killed,   as  he  incauti- 
ously advanced  before  his  men.  to  harangue  the 
xebeb;  and  his  house,  about  seven  miles  from 
Gorey,  was  burned.     From  this  commencement 
of  hostility,  the  commotion  spread  rapidly  on 
all  sides ;  and  the  collection  of  rebel  parties  was 
greatly  promoted  by  the  reports  disseminated  of 
numbers  of  people  shot  in  tl>e  roads,  at  work  in 
the  fields,  and  even  in  their  houses^  unarmed  and 
unoffending,  by  straggling  parties  of  yeomen. 
Influenced  by  these  reports,    which   certainly 
were  not  without  too  much  foundation,  great 
numbers  took  refuge  with  their  friends  in  arms, 
insomuch  that,  on  the  following   morning  of 
Whit-Suuday,  the  27th  of  May,  two  large  bodies 
yere  collected,  oi^e  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  nearly 
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midway  betAVeen  Gorey  and  Wexford,  about 
eleven  miles  to  the  south  of  the  former;  the  other 
onKilthomas  hill,  an  inferior  ridge  of  Slyeeve- 
Bwee  mountain,  about  nine  miles  westward  of 
Gorey.  Each,  especially  that  of  Oulart,  where 
the  number  of  combatants  was  less  than  at  Kil-' 
thomas,  was  a  confused  multitude  of  both  sexes- 
jind.all  ages. 

Against  the  latter  body  of  insurgents,  consist* 
ing  of  two  or  three  thousand  nien  in  arms, 
marched  a  body  of  yeomen,  on  the  ?ame  morning, 
between  two  and  three  hundred  in  number,  in- 
fantry and  cavalry,  from  the  neighbouring  town 
of  Carnew,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow.  The 
infantry  of  this  little  army,  or  corps  of  Shillela 
yeomen,  flanked  at  a  considerable  distance  on 
the  left  by  the  cavalry,  advanced  intrepidly  up 
the  hill  against  the  rebels,  who  were  posted  on 
the  summit.  The  latt<?r,  if  they  had  been  sen- 
eiblc  of  their  advantage,  and  known  how  to  im- 
prove it,  might,  as  has  appeared  by  subsequent 
events,  have  surrounded  and  destroyed  this  little 
body  of  brav<?  men;  but  they  were  struck  with 
a  panic,  and  fled,  after  a  few  discharges  of 
musketry  from  the  yeomen,  at  too  great  a  dis-. 
tance  to  make  any  considerable  execution.  About 
a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  rebels  w^re  killed  in 
tJio  pursuit,  and  the  yeomen,  exasperated  by  the 
death  of  lieutenant  Bookey,  and  other  violent 
acts,  burned  two  Romish  chapels,  and  about  i( 
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hundred  cabins  atid  farm-houses  of  Homanists, 
in  the  course  of  seven  miles  march. 

The  ev,ent  of  battle  was  very  different,  on  the 
same  day,  on  the  hill  of  Oulart,  where  Father 
John  coqymanded.  A  detachment  of  a  hundred 
and  ten  chosen  men  of  the  l^oith-Cork  militia, 
under  the  command  onieutenant  cblonel  Foote, 
marched  from  Wexford,  and  attacked  the  rebels 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  hill.  Such  contempt 
of  an  enemy,  as  creates  incaution,  has  often 
proved  fatal.  The  rebels  fled  at  the  first  onset, 
and  were  pursued  at  full  speed  by  the  militia, 
who  were  so  little  apprehensive  of  resistance, 
that  no  rank  or  order  was  observed.  While  the 
rebels  were  making  their  escape  with  precipita- 
tion toward  the  northern  side  of  the  hill^  they 
were  admonished  that  a  large  body  of  cavalry 
had  been  seen  that  morning  advancing  against 
them  in  the  opposite  direction,  apparently  with 
design  to  intercept  their  flight,  or  co-operate 
with  the  militia  in  a  double  attack-  As  the 
Wexfordian  insurgents  as  yet  were  totally  un- 
acquainted with  warfare,  the  onset  of  cavalry 
was  in  the  imaginations  of  many  /among  them 
more  terrible  than  that  of  infantry. .  They  there- 
fore ignorantly  supposing  the  cavahy  to  be  stiH 
in  their  neighbourhood,  while  Father  John  ex- 
claimed' that  they  must  either  conquer  or  perish, 
turned  against  the  militia,  M'ho  were  now  arrivtd 
near  the  summit,  almost  breathless;  and  charg- 
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ing  thern  with  their  pikes^  killed  almost  m  M 
instant  all  of  the  detachment,  except  the  Ken-* 
tenant  colonel,  a  sefjeant  and  three  privates.  If 
vte  irfav  believe  the  accounts  of  some  of  the  in* 
surgents  engaged  in  this  butchery,  no  more  than 
about  tfiree  hundred  of  their  number  ventured  ta 
make  this  furious  attack,  of  whom  only  six  were 
armed  with  firelocks,  the  rest  carrying  pikes/ 
with  which'  they  made  so  sudden  and  close  an 
assault  that  only  three  of  them  were  killed,  and 
six  wounded,  by  the  disordered  soldiery.  The 
body  of  cavalry,  who  terrified  the  rebels  into 
this  f(5jLt  of  courage  against  the  militia,  consisted 
of  two  troops  under  captain  Hawtrey'  White. 
These  had  marched  from  Gorey  veiy  early  that 
morning,  with  design  to  attack  the  insurgei\ts; 
but  after  a  march  of  twelve  or  thirteen  fnrles^ 
the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy  we're  ima-* 
gined  to  Jbe  such  as  to  render  a  retreat  necessary; 
and  after  the  killing  of  soq^e  few  unarmed  strag^ 
glers,  and  some  old  hien  who  had  remained  in 
their  houses,  they  returned  to  Gorey  quite  igno« 
rant  of  the  intended  march  of  troops  from  Wex* 
ford,  on  the  opposite  side,  and  unapprehensive  of 
the  unhappy  fate  which  awaited  that  detach'* 
raent 

While  the  country  exhibited  a  scene  of  dislfrest 
and  consternation-chouses  in  flames,  and  families 
flying  on  all  sides  for  asylum :  the  loyalists  to  th* 
towjp^,  others  to  tlie  hilH  the  body  of  rebels^ 
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trader  Father  Johti,  marched  from  Oulart,  flushed 
with,  victory,  and  j^erpetually  augmented  oh  its 
tray  by^new  accessions.     They  first  took  posses- 
sion bf  Camolin,  a  small  town  mx  miles  west- 
Ivard  of  Gorey,  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  which 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  latter;  and  thence  ad- 
vanced to  Ferns  two  miles  further,  whence  the 
loyalists  had  fled,^  six  miles  southward  to  Ennis- 
corthy,  whither  they  were  followed  by  the  rebels- 
The  number  of  the  latter,  on  their  arrival  at  En- 
niscorthy,  which  they  attacked  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  amounted  to  about  seven  thou- 
sand, of  whom  about  eight  hundre<cl  were  armed 
witli  guns.*    The  town,  situate  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  Slaney,   vks  garrisoned  by  about  two 
hundred  and  ninety  men,  consisting  of  militia, 
yeoman  infantry  and  cavalry,  beside  some  volun- 
teers.    At  the  w^estem  side  of  the  town,   called 
the  Duffry-gate,   whither  the  yeoman  infantry 
had  marched  to  meet,  them,  the  rebels,  driving 
before  them  a  number  of  horses  and  other  cattle 
to  disorder  the  ranks  of  their  oponents,  a  strata- 
gem which  had  been  practised  by  other  bodies  of 
insurgents  at  Tara-hill  and  elsewhere,!  and  rais- 

*  A  large  quan^ty  of  lire  arms  had  been  sent  atsucH  a  time  to 
Camolin,  apd  left  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  answer  the  same 
ptttpose  to  the  rebels  as  if  they  bad  been  sent  designedly  ibc 
their  us»;  the  intention  doubtless^  was  quite  otherwise,  as  it 
was  done  by  the  management  of  Earl  Mountnorris. 

"^  This  rude  stratagem,  of  driving  cattle  against  the  ranks  of , 
an  enemy^  we  find  sitccessfally  put  m  practice  agalx^st  the  old* 
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ing  loud  and  horrible  shouts,  according  to  tlieil 
universal  custom  on  such  occasions,  made  ail 
irregular  but  furious  onset.     As  the  North-Cork 
militia,  whose  commander;   with  a  conduct  not 
easily  comprehensible  byunmilitary  men,  had 
not  without  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  most  ear- 
nest entreaties,  been  persuaded  to  lead  his  men 
from  the  bridge,  and  to  form  a  left  wing  to  the 
defending  army,  retreated  to  their  former  station, 
'  the   brave   yeomen,    who   composed  the  right 
wing,  finding  themselves   totally  unsupported, 
and  unable  to  Avithstand  alone, the  multitude 
of  assailants,  retreated  after  a  few  discharges  of 
musketry  to  the  market-house,  where  they  made 
a  stand,     A  disorderly  fight  was  maintained  in 
the  town,  which,,  to  render  it  untenable,  wai 
fired  in  many  parts  by  the  disaffected  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  some   of  whom  also  aimed  shots 
from  the  windows  at  the  garrison.     The  assail- 
ants  in  a   short    time    extending    themselveai 
around,  and  making   dfspositiQns  to  ford  the 
river  in  several  places,    were  galled   from  the 
bridge,  which  was  now  become  the  station  of  de* 
fence,  by  the  fire  of  the  militia,  who  doubtless, 
if  their  force  had   been  properly  directed  from 
the  beginning  of  the  attack,  in  conjunction  with 

Irish  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  WatejrforJ,  by  Raymond  le 
Gross,  who  landed  near  Waterford  in  the  year  117 1 »  ^'^ih 
eighty  men,  the  advanced  guard  of  Earl  Strongbow's  army. 
LdandS  Hist,  of  Ireland,  B.  i*  chap*  2. 
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tlie  yeotnen,  would  have  either  entirely  repulsed 
the  rebels,  or  committed  such  havoc  among  them 
as  greatly  to  check  their  £irdour  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  schemes.  Notwithstanding  the 
little  assistance,  except  at  the  bridge,  received- 
from  the  militia  by  the  yeomen  and  volunteers, 
so  fluctuating  for  some  time  was  the  success'of 
the  day,  that  many  persons,  to  avoid. the  fury  of 
each  prevailing  party  in  turn,  alternatelj^  hoisted 
the  orange  and.  the  green  ribbon.  At  length, 
when  the  rebels,  wading  across  the  river,  which 
was  then  low,  both  above  and  below  the  bridge, 
up  to  the  middle  in  water,  some  to  the  neck, 
had  entered  the  eastern  part,  called  Templeshan- 
non,  and  set  some  houses  on  fire,  the  garrison, 
after  a  gallant  defence  of  above  three  hours,  in 
which  the  Enniscorthy  infantry,  commanded  by 
cap  tain  Joshua  Pounden,  fired  above  forty  rounds 
each  man,  abandoned  the  town,  and  retreated 
in  great  disorder  tqr  Wexford.  The  loss  of  the 
garrison,  including  volunteers,  amounted  to  near 
ninety,  among  whom  was  John  Pounden,  of 
Daphne,  Esq ;  a  gentleman  univ,ersally  beloved; 
that  of  the  rebels,  who  certainly  suffered  a  very 
galling  fire,  was  said  to  be  five  hundred;  but  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  h^lf  that  number  would 
be  nearer  the  truth.*  Before  the  yeomanry  quitted 

•  Edward  Roche,  one  pf  the  chief  leaden  of  the  rebels  in  their 
march  to  Enniscorthy,  is  said  to  have  declared  in  the  time  of  hit 
inaprisonmeDt,  that  fourteen  hundred  chosen  men,  most  or  all 

I 
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the  town  they  had  expended  their  ammunition, 
though  they  had  repeatedly  filled  their  pouchea 
fr6m  the  militia  magazine. 

I  have  given  this  account  from  a  comparison 
of  different  statements  made  by  men  who  had 
been  on  the  scene  of  action ;  but  captain  SnOwe, 
who  commanded  on  this  occasion,  has  published 
a  pamphlet  in  his  own  vindication,  which  appeare 
to  me  to  be  candid  and  satisfactory.  Expecting 
to  be  attacked  by  two  columns  of  rebels  at  once, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  which  would  have 
been  the  case  if  they  had\  been  skilfully  con- 
ducted, he  took  post  on  the  bridge,  the  only 
station  whence  he  could  hope  to  defend  the 
whole.  Finding  tl^at  they  had  advanced  in  ona 
column  only,  he  marched  with  his  whole  force 
to  support  the  yeomen  at  the  Duffry-gate ;  but 
when  he  was  proceeding  to  put  his  men  in  order 
of  battle,  he  was  advised  by  captain  Richards  of 
the  yeoman  cavalry  to  file  to  the  left,  to  oppose 
a  body  of  rebels,  who  were  taking  a  circuit  to 
enter  the  town  at  the  rear  of  the  army,  by  what 
h.  called  the  Daphne  road.  Observing  that  this 
body,  instead  of  facing  his  men,  took  a  wider 

furnished  with  fire-anns,  composed  the  front  of  the  rebel  columo^ 
'  and  that  of  these  not  less  than  six  hundred  were  slain.  Who 
will  vouch  for  the  existence  of  this  declaration,  and  for  the 
accuracy  of  knowledge,  the  veracity,  and  the  sanity  of  Roche^ 
who,  if  I  am  rightly  infonoedy  was  deranged  when  a  pti« 
6ouer  ? 


IRISH   REBELLIOK.  115 

circuit  to  cross  the  river,  and  to  seize  the  now 
unguarded  part  on  the  opposite  side,  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  with  all  possible  haste  to  his 
former  post,  where  he  arrived  soon  enough  to 
make  a  great  slaughter,  and  to  frustrate  their 
intention  at  that  time.  I  am  informed  that  cap* 
tain  Sno\ve  was  deserted  by  his  two  subaltern  * 
officers  on  this  trying  occasion.  I  believe  his 
situation  to  have  been  such  as  might  have 
puzzled  the  brain  of  even  a  Buonaparte,  and 
that  his  conduct  has  been  too  severely  criticised 
by  his  fellow  combatants  in  this  business. 

Most  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Enniscorthy^^ 
and  a  multitude  of  others,  who  had  come  thither 
for  protection,  fled  through  the  flames  toward 
Wexford ;  and  providentially  the  direction  and 
weakness  of  the  wind  favoured  their  escape,  for 
they  could  not  have  otherM^se  passed  through 
the  burning  streets.  The  terror,  consternation, 
and  distress,  of  these  fugitives,  is  not  to  be  de- 
scribed, flying  for  their  lives  in  a  confused  mul- 
titude, without  distinction  of  rank,  sex,  or  agcy 
almost  all  on  foot,  and  leaving  all  their  eflfects 
in  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  The  state  of  their 
minds  may  be  somewhat  conceived  from  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance,  that  women,  habituated 
to  all  the  indulgence  which  an  affluent  fortune 
affords,  not  only  fled  on  foot,  but  also  in  that 
situation  carried  their  infants  on  their  backs  to 
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^Wexfbrd,*  the  distance  of  which  from  Eonisr 
Gorthy  is  eleven  Irish,  or  fourteen  English  miles, 
Some  ladies,  hoM^ever,  were  utterly  unable  to 
perform  this  march,  and  must  have  been  aban- 
doned to  their  fate  if  they  had  not  found  some 
means  of  conveyance.  For  instance,  Mrs.  Hand- 
cock,  wife  to  a  very  respectable  clergyman,  fell, 
in  her  attempt  to  escape  tlirough  the  streets,  on. 
a  heap  of  burning  matter,  from  which  horrible 
situation  she  was  ^yith  difficulty  raised  by  her 
husband,  assisted  by  a  soldier,  named  John  Mac- 
Donough,  and  could  proceed  no  farther  until 
§he  >vas  accommodated  with  a  horse  by  the 
humanity  of  a  yeoman.  In  the  deplorable  condi- 
tion of  these  fugitives,  two  circumstances  were 
favourable:  the  weather  was  remarkable  fine,  and 
they  were  not  pursued.  Without  the  latter  cir- 
cumstance most  of  them  must  have  been  de- 
stroyed or  captured.  Some,  who  found  not  the 
opportunity  of  escape,  were  butchered  in  the 
street^,  or  imprisoned  and  resprved  fpr  future 
butchery  by  the  rebels. 

The  miserable  fugitives  from  Enniscorthy 
found  their  situation  far  from  safe  in  Wexford. 
This  town  had  been  in  a  siate  of  alarm  since  the 

•  Mn.    Pounden,  wife  of  captain  Pounden,  waded  twice  i 

through  the  river  Slaney,  under  the   fire  of  both  parties,  and  ' 

escaped,  with  one  child,  unhurt.     She  was  obliged  to  leavQ 
ftix  children  behind  her  in  the  burning  town. 
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first  news  of  the  insurrection,  but  particularly 
after  the  slaughter  of  the  North-Cork  militia  at 
Oularton  the  27th.  The  defence  of  this  post, 
instead  of  a  field-battle  with  the  rebels,  was  now 
the  object  of  the  garrison.  ,  Among  the  modes 
of  preparation  for  defence,  adopted  on  this  occa-* 
sion,  the  fires  were  ordered  to  be  extinguished, 
and  the  roofs  of  the  thatched  houses  to  be  strip- 
ped, lest  the  disaffected  inhabitants  should  fire 
the  town,  to  favour  the  assailants,  as  those  of 
Enniscorthy  had  done. 

To  disperse  the  insurgents,  if  possible,  with-* 
Out  battle  or  concession^  or  perhaps  to  divert 
their  attention  and  retard  their  progress^,  an  ex- 
pedient was  assayed  by  captain  Boyd,  of  the 
Wexford  cavalry.  This  officer  had,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resolution  to  that  purpose  of  the 
sheriff  and  other  gentlemen,  on  the  26th  and 
27th,  from  information  or  suspicion  of  treason- 
able designs,  arrested  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Har- 
vey, of  Bargycastle,  John  Henry  Colclough,  of 
Bally teig ;  and  Edward  Fitzgerald,  of  Newpark 
— all  three  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Wexford. 
Visiting  them  in  prison  on  the  29th,  captain 
Boyd  agreed  with  these  gentlemen  that  one  of 
them  should  go  to  the  rebels  at  Enniscorthy, 
and  endeavour  to  persuade  them  to  disperse  and 
return  to  their  homes ;  but  would  not  give  autho- 
rity to  promise  any  terms  to  the  insurgents  in 
case  of  submission.     Colclough,  at  the  request 
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of  Harvey,  stipulated,  to  go  on  condition  of 
being  |)ermitted  to  bring  Fitzgerald  with  him. 
On  the  arrival  of  these  two  gentlemen  at  En- 
niscorthy,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  they  found  the  rebels  in  a  jstate  of 
confusion,  distracted  in  their  councils,  and  un- 
determined in  any  plan  of  operations — some 
proposing  to  attack  Newtownbarry,  others  Ross, 
others  Wexford,  otliers  to  remain  in  their  present 
post,  the  greatest  number  to  march  liome  for  the 
defence  of  their  houses  against  Orangemen.  But 
when  shouts,  repeated  from  group  to  group,  an* 
uounced  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  prisoners^  as 
they  were  called,  from  Wexford,  the  straggling 
multitude  soon  collected  into  one  body.  The 
rebel  gentlemen's  message  being  delivered  with- 
out effect,  Colclough,  a  man  of  honour,  retired 
with  intention  of  re-entering  his  prison,  accord- 
ing to  his  promise ;  but  Fitzgerald  remained  with 
the  rebels,  and  marched  with  them  that  evening 
to  a  post  called  the  Three-rocks,  two  miles  and 
a  half  from  Wexford,  which  town  they  had, 
immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  messengers^ 
determined  to  attack.  Three-rocks,  which  the 
rebels  now  chose  for  their  military  station,  and 
where  they  remained  until  the  following  day,  is 
the  termination  of  a  long,  but  not  high  ridge» 
called  the  Mountain  of  Forth,  separating  the 
baronies  of  Bargy  and  Forth  from  the  rest  of 
the  county. 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  S9th,   colonel 
Maxwell,  of  the  Donegal  ipilitia,  with  two  hun- 
dred men  of  his  regiment  and  a  six-pounder, 
accompanied  by  colonel  Colville,  captain  Young, 
and  lieutenant  Sodon  of  the  thirteenth  regiment^ 
who  volunteered  on  the   occasion,   arrived  in 
Wexford  from  Duncannon-fort,  dispatched  by 
general  Fawcet,  who  had  been  apprized  of  the 
insurrection  on  the  27th,  by  captain  Knox,  an 
officer  sent  to  escort  Serjeant  Stanley,  a  judge 
of  assize,  on  his  way  to  Munsten     This  rein* 
forcement  not  being  sufficient,  a   gentleman^ 
named  Joshua  Sutton,  carried  a  letter  from  the 
mayor  of  Wexford  to  the  general,  requesting  an 
additional  force ;  and  returned  with  an  exhili^ 
bating  answer,  ^hat  the  general  himself  would 
commence  his  march  for  Wexford    the  same 
evening,  from  Duncannon,  with  the  thirteenth 
regiment,  foiir  companies  of  the  Meath  militia, 
and  a    party  of   artillery  with  two  howitzers. 
On    the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,    colonel 
Maxwell^     leaving    the    five  passes    into    the 
town  guarded  by  the  yeomen*  and  North-Cork 
militia,  took  post  with  his  men  on  the  Windmill- 
hill  above  the  towij,  at  day  break   on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  30th,*  with  resolution  to 

*  At  this  time,  the  great  and  beautiful  wooden  bridge  of 
Wexford  was,  for  purposes  as  yet  unknown,  set  on  fire  by 
some  rebels.  Some  imagine  the  end  proposed  to  be,  the  pre- 
▼ention  of  succours  from  the  oppositeside  of  the  river. 
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march  against  the  enemy  on  the  arrival  of  general 
Fawcet's  army. 

The  general  had  marched  according  to  his 
promise,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th;  but  un- 
fortunately halting  at  Taghmon,  seven  miles 
from  Wexfordy  he  had  sent  forward  a  detach- 
ment of  eighty-eight  men,  including  eighteen 
of  the  artillery,  with  the  howitzers,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Adams,  of  the  Meath 
militia.  This  detachment  was  intercepted  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  SOth,  under  three  rocks, 
by  the  rebel  army,  the  howitzers  taken,  and 
almost  the  whole  party  slain.  The  general  is 
said  to  have  been  in  bed  when  he  received  the 
news  of  this  disaster,  and  falling  back  precipi- 
tately with  his  army  to  Duncannon,  to  have  sent 
his  family  to  England — detaining  the.  packet- 
boat  two  hours  for  that  purpose. 

Informed  of  the  destruction  of  captain  Adam's 
detachment  by  lieutenant  Fairclough,  of  tli^ 
Meath  militia,  and  lieutenant  Birch  of  the  artil- 
lery, who  had  escaped  the  slaughter,  and  were 
brought  to  Windmill-hill  by  the  patrole  guards, 
colonel  Maxwell  advanced  immediately  with 
what  forces  he  could  collect  towards  the  enemy, 
with  design  to  retake  the  howitzers,  and  to  co^ 
operate  with  general  Fawcet,  of  whose  retreat  he 
had  no  suspicion.  When  he  arrived  within  can- 
non-shot of  the  rebels,  he  founjJ  that  the  how- 
itzers had  been  drawn  to  the  top  of  the  ridge, 
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and  that  shells  were  thrown  at  his  army  with  a 
precision  which  evinced  the  operation  of  some 
skilful  managers.  After  some  discharges  of  his 
six-pounder  in  return,  the  colonel  observing  his 
left  flank  exposed  by  the  retreat  of  some  of  the 
Taghmon  cavalry,  the  enemy  making  a  motion 
to  surround  him,  and  no  appearance  of  general 
Fawcet,  retired  in  gaod  order  to  Wexford,  with  ■ 
the  loss  of  lieutenant-colonel  Watson  killed,  and 
two  privates  wounded. 

The  situation  of  Wexford,  commanded  by 
hills,  rendered  it  indefensible  against  artillery, 
by  a  garrison  of  only  six  hundred  men,  when 
the  increasing  number  of  the  rebels  at  Three- 
rocks  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand,  beside  a 
strong  force  left  at  Enniscorthy.  A  number  of 
disaffected  yeomen  deserted  to  the  enemy ;  many 
concealed  rebels  were  with  good  reason  suspected 
to  be  awaiting  within  the  town  an  opportunity  of 
co-operating  with  their  associates  without ;  and, 
to  complete  the  distrust  and  depression  of  spirits 
of  the  rest  of  the  garrison,  the  North-Cork 
militia,  who  had  been  kationed  near  the  barrack, 
quitted  their  post  about  half  after  ten  o'clock, 
directing  th^ir  march  to  DuncannOn ;  and  were 
followed  immediately,  and  soon  overtaken,  by 
Captain  Cornock  with  his  yeoman  infantry,  who 
retreated  ita  like  manner.* — These  considerations 

•  In  excuse  of  captain  Comock  who  is  generally  admitted 
IQ  have  behaved  well  in  the  defence  of  Enniscorthy,  his  friends 
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objiged  colonel  Maxwell  to  evacuate  Wexford  j 
and  two  deputies,  counsellor  Richards,  and  hi» 
brother,  an  apothecary,  being  $ent  to  notify  the 
evacuation  to  thfc  rebels,  to  prevent  them  from 
acting  as  if  the  town  had  been  taken  by  storm,  the 
army  retreated  to  the  fort  of  Duncannon,  twenty 
three  miles  distant,   accompanied   by   such  of 
the  loyal  inhabitants   and  refugees  from  other 
places  as  were  apprized  of  the  intended  evacu- 
ation^ and  were  willing  and  able  to  perform  the 
inarch ;  but,  as  the  troops  may  be  said  to  have 
stolen  away  from  the  town,  great  numbers  were 
left  in  the  power  of  the  rebels,  merely  by  their 
Ignorance  of  an  intended  retreat. 

•liege  that,  seeing  the  retreat  of  the  North-Cork  militia,  he 
thought  it  a  retreat  of  the  whole  garrison,  and  that  he  was  con« 
firmed  in  that  mistake  by  the  erroneous  information  pf  a  Mr« 
Jones*  But  captain  Snowe  seems  to  intimate,  that  the  re- 
treat was  begun  a(  least  as  soon  by  captain  Cornock's  men  as 
by  his.  His  words  ^re  these  :  (p.  16.)  "I  was  preparing  to 
^<  march  my  men  back  to  the  barack,  when  the  Scarawalsh 
**  yeomanry,  with  their  officers,  and  part  of  the  North-Corkf 
<*  from  the  barrack,  with  an  officer  and  seijeant  major,  ad** 
*<  vanced  to  the  barrier ;  the  men  of  the  North-Cork  at  the 
**  barrier  immediately  joined  them,  and  in  spite  of  my  utmost 
**  endeavours,  marched  out  along  with  them ;  some  even 
**  scaled  the  breast-work.  Here  1  thought  it  my  duty  not,  to 
**  abandon  such  a  number  of  men.  I  therefore  took  charge 
<'of  them,  and  sucoeded  in  keeping  them  together  on 
**  the  retreat,  and  preventing  every  species  of  depredation  and 
**  violenpe^  not  a  single  instance  of  which  occured,  except  the 
'*  taking  of  some  horses  from  the  adjacent  iGelds^  to  motsnt  some 
*'  of  the  fsdnting  and  worn-out  soldiers.'' 
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1  am  sorry  to  have  to  add,  that  the  troops  in 
their  progress,  on  this  occasiofa,  through  the 
baronies  of  Forth  and  Bargy,  are  said  to  have  pro* 
ceeded  in  such  disorder,  that  in  case  of  pursuit, 
which  was  very  strenuously  advised  by  one  of 
the  chiefs,   they  might  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  rebel  army  ;  while  by  the  devastations  com- 
mitted in  their  way,  by  the  burning  of  cabips, 
and  shooting  of  peasants,*  they  augmented  thfe 
number  and  rage  of  the  insurgents — who  took 
possession  of  Wexford  without  opposition.     A 
great  number  of  loyalists  in  the  town,  who  had 
not  escaped  ivith  the  retreating  army,   endea* 
voured  to  crowd  on  board  the  vessels  in  the 
harbour,  to  take  refuge  in  Britain;  but  of  these 
only  a  few  effected  their  purpose,  for  most  of  the 
vessels  being  manned  by  Romanists,  when  the 
town  was  observed  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
rebels,  returned  to  the  quays  from  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  and  relanded  their  people. 

While  the  southern  parts  of  tlie  county  of  Wex- 
ford were  in  this  horrible  state  of  commotion,  the 
northern,  about  Gorey,  were  also  frightfully  agi- 
tated. The  retreat,  already  mentioned,  of  the 
yeoman  cavalry  from  Oulart,  early  on  the  mom- 

*  I  am  informed  by  a  respectable  gentleman  of  Wexford,  that 
the  yeomen  of  the  retreating  army  o^ht  to  be  exempt  from 
this  censure ;  that  they  behaved  to  the  satisfaction  of  colonel 
Colville,  who  eommanded  the  retreat,  and  were  by  him  placed 
in  the  front. 


^ 
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ing  of  tlie  27th  of  May,  to  Gorey,  was  followecil 
by  great'  numbers  of  people  hastening   to  the 
town  for  protection,    and  carrying   what  they 
could  of  their  effects  with  them  ;  many,  however, 
through  terror   and   precipitation,    leaving  all 
behind.     As  Gorey,  consisting  only  of  one  street 
with  a  number  of  lanes,   Was  garrisoned  by  no 
more  than   thirty   of  the  North-Cork   militia, 
under  lieutenantSwayn^,  andanumbetofyedmen, 
assisted  by   an   undisciplined   crowd,   some  of 
whom  were  armed  only  with  pikes,  to  abandon 
the  town,   and  retreat  to  Arklow,   nine  miles  to 
the  north,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  was  at  first 
resolved  ;  but  afterwards  to  defend  the  town  was 
determined,    carts  and  waggons  being  drawn  by 
way  of  ramparts  across  the  avenues   and  the 
street — th^  undisciplined  men  placed  at  thie  win- 
dows to  fire  on  ,the  apprpaching  enemy,   and  the 
disciplined  arranged  a:bout  the  centreof  the  town. 
In  the  evening  arrived  a  reinforcement  Of  the 
Antrim  militia,  under  lieutenant  Elliot,  an  expe- 
rienced and  excellent  olfficer ;  but  ds  accounts 
of  devastations   and  murders,   received   in  the 
course  of  the  day,  seemed  to  indicate  the  ap- 
proach of  an  army  of  rebels,  the  apprehensions  of 
M^hom  were  rendered  far  more  terrible  by  the 
news  of  the  North-Cork  militia  slaughtered  at 
Oulart,  orders  were  issued  to  abandon  the  town, 
and  retire  to  Arklow  at-  five  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  28th  of  May. 
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The  Earl  of  Courtown,  who  had  resolved  to 
defend  Gorey,  if  possible,  and  who,  for  want  of 
an  adequate  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  it» 
had  embodied  a  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry  in 
October,  of  the  year  179(>,  and  had  added  to  it  a 
body  of  infantry  and  a  considerable  numbei?  of 
supplementary  men.  Jn  other  parts  of  the  couur 
try,  where  troops  of  this  kind  had  beeq  embodied, 
subscriptions  had  been  raised,  and  a  stock-purse 
formed,  for  the  defraying  of  a  variety  of  extraor- 
dinary expences;  but  not  ^,  farthing  was  con- 
tributed by  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gorey  to  assist  the  earl,  on  whom  w«^8  thrown 
the  whole  expence,  and  who  exerted  himsejfwith 
an  uncommon  assiduity  and  activity.  As  he 
had  performed  much  in  the  providing  of  a  force 
to  obviate  or  suppress  rebellion,  so  his  treatment 
of  the  common  people,  by  his  affable  manners, 
ha4  been,  always  such  as  was  best  adapted  to  pro- 
duce content  in  the  lower  cl-isses,  and  prevent  a 
proneness  to  insurrection.  I  consider  myself  as 
bound  in  strictness  of  justice  to  society,  thus 
fer  to  represent  the  conduct  of  this  nobleman. 
Doubtless,  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gorey  were  the  last  ^nd  least  violent  of  all  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  ip  rising  against  the  esta- 
blished authority ;  and  certainly  the  behaviour  of 
the5topford  family  in  that  neighbourhood,  toward 
their  inferiors,  had  always  been  r?marj^ably 
conciliating  an^  human^. 
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As  the  order  to  retreat  was  very  sudden,  6n 
ilccount  of  the   imagined    rapid   approach  of 
a  resistless  and  ferocious  enemy,   a  melancholy 
scene  of  trepidation,  confusion,  and  flight  was 
the  consequence;  the  affrighted  crowd  of  people 
tunning  in  all  directions  for  their  horses,  har-^ 
nessing  their  cars  and  placing  their  families  on 
them  with  precipitation,  and  escaping  speedily 
as  possible  from  the  town.     The  road  was  soon 
filled  to  a  great  extent  with  a  train  of  cars  loaded 
with  women  and  children,  accompanied  by  a 
multitude  on  foot,  many  of  whom  were  women 
with  infants  on  their  backs.     The  weather  being 
hot  and  dry,   the  cloud  of  dust  raised  by  ^he 
fugitive  multitude,  of  whom  I  with  my  family  was 
apart,  rendered  respiration  difficult.    The  recep- 
tion which  we  found  at  Arklow  was  not  well 
suited  to  our    calamitous   condition «     Almost 
fainting  with  hunger,  thirst,  fatigue,  and  w^nt 
of  sleep,  we  were  denied  admittance  into  the 
town,   by  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  gan  ison,  captain  Rowan  of  the  Antrim  regi«- 
ment;  and  great  part  of  the  poorer  fugitives 
retiring,  took  refuge  that  day  and  night  under 
the  neighbouring  hedges;  but  the  better  sort 
after  a  little  delay,  were  admitted,  on  condition 
of  quitting  the  town  in  half  an  hour.     The  loy- 
alists,  on  permission  to    enter   Arklow,    were 
obliged  to  deliver  their  arms  at  the  gate  of  the 
barrack  to  the  guard,  who  promised  to  restore 
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them;,  but,  instead  of  this,  they  were  afterwards 
formed  into  a  pile  in  the  yard  of  the  barrack  and 
burned.     A  man  named  Taylor,  clerk  of  Camolin 
church,  who  made  some  scruple  to  surrender  his 
arms  was  shot  by  the  guard.     After  our  admis«< 
sion,  our  situation  was  not  so  comfortable  as  we 
might  have  expected,  for  no  refreshment  could 
be  procured  by  money  for  men  or  horses,   and 
the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants  in  general  seemed 
quite  hardened  against  us.     But,  for  my  own 
part,  I  found  very  humane  treatment.     After 
remaining  some  time  in  the  street,  my  family  werQ 
courteously  invited  by  a  lady,  to  whom  we  were 
totally  unknown,  a  Mrs.  Hunte,  into  h^r  house, 
vhere  we  were  kindly  refreshed  with  food  and 
drink;  and  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Joseph  Alford,  to 
whom  we  were  equally  unknown,   coming  acci- 
dentally where  we  were,  insisted  on  our  going  to 
his  house,  three  miles  from  Arklow,  where  we 
found  a  number  of  refugees,  all  of  whom  werQ 
treated  with  the  most  humane  attention. 

Gorey,  meantime,  was  in  a  singular  predica^* 
ment — abandoned  by  the  loyalists,  while  the  rest 
of  the  inhabitants  in  fear  and  dubious  anxiety 
remained  closely  shut  within  their  houses,  inso*< 
muQh  that  all  was  in  silence  and  solitude,  except 
that  an  unprincipled  female,  frantic  with  joy  at 
the  flight  of  her  imagined  enemies,  capered  in  an 
extraordinary  manner  in  the  street ;  and  that  % 
pack  of  hounds  belongipg  to  one  of  the  fugitive 
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gentry,  expressied  their  feelings  on  the  octasion 
by  a  hideous  and  mournful  yell;  and  that  six 
men  who  had  been  that  morning,  though  un- 
armed, taken  prisoners,   shot  through  the  body 
and  left  for  dead  in  the  street,  were  writhing 
with  pain — one  of  whom  in  particular,  was  lying 
against  a  wall,  and,   though  unable  to  speak, 
threatened  with  his  fist  a  protestant  who  had  run 
back  into  the  town  forsomething  whichhe  had  for- 
gotten.    The  yeomen  returned  in  a  few  hours  to 
Gorey,  but  immediately  retreated  again  to  Ark- 
Iqw;  and  one  of  them,  in  riding  through  the 
former,  met  with  a  dangerous  accident; — a  quan- 
tity of  gunpoAi^der  had  been  spilled  on  the  pave- 
ment by  the  militia  in  their  hasty  retreat,  which, 
by  a  spark  struck  by  one  of  the  horses  shoes,  blew 
up,  and  singed  both  horse  and  man  in  a  frightful 
manner,  without,  however,  any  fatal  effects.    As 
the  rebels  had   bent   their  march  toward   the 
southern  parts,    Gorey  remained    unmolested, 
though  destitute  of  defence.     Filled  as  it  was 
with  a  variety  of  goods,  great  part  of  which  ha^ 
been  carried  thither  for  safety  from  the  neigh*? 
bouring  parts,  it  presented  a  tempting  object  of 
depredation ;  but  the  pilfering  of  the  lower  class 
of  the.  towns  people  was  prevented  by  the  better 
sort  of  Romanist  inhabitants,  who  formed  them- 
selves into  guards  to  protect  the  houses  of  their 
protestant  neighbours  ;  and  when  a  multitude  of 
women  had  assembled  at  some  distance  to  come 
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knd  plunder  the  town,  they  dispersed  in  A  fright 
on  the  receipt  of  false  news  that  the  Ancient* 
British  Regiment  of  cavalry  M-as  approaching! 
At  length  John  Hunter  Gowan,  Esq.  kmagis* 
trate  who  had  in  a  mo^t  meritorious  and  success- 
ful manner  exerted  himself  many  years  in  the 
apprehending  and  prosecuting  of  robbers,  and 
had  been  partly  rewarded  for  his  sen^ices  by  a 
pension  from  government  of  lOOl.  a  year,  col- 
lected a  body  of  meh*to  garrison  the  town.  Oii 
the  30th  and  Slst  of  May,  the  greater  part  of 
the  fugitives  returned  from  Arklow  to  their 
homes,  and.  th€  militia  and  yeomanry,  who  had 
abandoned  Gorey  on  the  S8th,  resumed  their 
station  in  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  insurgents  having  pos- 
session of  all  the  so\ithem  parts  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  except  Ross  and  Duncannon,  on  the 
western  'border,  began  to  turn  their  attention 
toward  the  north;  ami  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  June,  the  beautiftl  little  town  of  Bunclody, 
otherwise  termed  Newtownbarry,  situate  ten 
miles  north-westward  of  Enni^corthy,  was  at- 
tacked by  a  great  body  of  rebels,  detached  from 
their  post  of  Vinegar-hill,  an  eminence  at  the 
foot  of  Vhich  the  town  of  Enniscorthy  is  built. 
The  garrison,  including  yeomen  and  volunteers, 
consisted  of  about  five  hundred  men,  of  whom 
about  three  hundred  were  militia,  under  Colonel 
Lestrange,  of  the  King  s  county  regiment.     The 
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rebel  force;  amounting  perhaps  to  five  thousand 
in  number,  conducted  by  several  chiefs,  among 
whom  was  Father  Kern,  a  man  of  extraoFdinary 
stature,  strength,  and  ferocity,  advanced  to  the 
,  attack  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Slaney,  on  the 
western  bank  of  which  the  town  is  built,  and 
commenced  a  fire  from  a  brass  six-pounder,  a 
howitzer,  and  some  swivel  guns.  The  colonel," 
according  to  the  too*commonly  practised  mode 
of  the  king's  officers,  ordered  the  troops  to 
abandon  the  town,  contrary  to  the  earnest  remon- 
strances of  the  yeomen  oificers  and  volunteers; 
but  after  a  retreat  of  about  a  mile,  be  yielded  to 
the  solicitations  of  lieuten^nt-cplonel  Westenra^ 
and  suffered  the  troops  to  be  led  back  to  the 
succour  of  a  few  determined  loyalists,  who  had 
lemained  in  the  town,  and  continued  a  fire  on 
the  eneniy  from  some  houses.  This  accidental 
manoeuvre  had  all  the  advantages  of  a  preconcerted 
stratagem.  The  rebels,  who  had  rushed  into 
the  street  in  a  confused  multitude,  intent  on 
plunder  and  devastation,  and  totally  unappre- 
hensive of  the  return  of  the  troops,  were  unpre- 
pared to  withstand  the  onset  of  tlie  soldiery, 
preceded  by  the  fire  of  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
With  the  loss  of  only  two  men  on  the  side  of  the 
loyalists,  that  of  the  rebels  may  have  amounted 
to  near  two  hundred.  This  victory  was  of  no 
sipall  importance,  as  their  conquest  of  Bunclody 
would  have  opened  a  way  for  the  Wexford  iatt 
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rebels  into  the  county  of  Carlow,  the  rising  of 
whose  inhabitants  to  co-operate  with  tliose  of 
Wicklow  and  KiWare,  already  in  arms,  must  in 
the  state  of  the  country,  as  it  was  then  circum- 
stanced, have  given  great  embarrassment  to 
administration* 

On  advice  received  by  the  garrison  of  Bun* 

clody  of  the  attack  intended  by  the  rebels,   sui 

express  had  been  sent  to  Clonnegall,   two  mile^ 

and  a  half  distant,  ordering  the  troops  posted 

there  to  march  immediately  to  Bunclody.     The 

commander  of  these  troops,  lieutenant  Young  of 

the  Donegal  militia,  instead  of  marching  imme- 

diatety^  spent  two  hours  in  the  hanging  of  four 

prisoners,  in  spite  of  the  most  earnest  remon* 

strances  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  town,  and  an 

officer  of  the  North-Cork,  who  considered  these 

men  as  not  deserving  death,  some  at  least  of 

whom  had  actually  declined  to  join  the  rebels 

when  it  was  fully  in  their  power.     By  this  delay, 

and  an  unaccountably  circuitous  march,  three 

miles   longer  than  the  direct  road,  the  troops 

arrived  not  at  Bunclody  till  after  the  action  was 

entirely  over,  yet  the  North-Cork  officer  pursued 

with  such  alacrity,,  that  with  the  assistance  of 

some  yeoman  cavalry,   he  took  two  car-loads  of 

ammunition  from  the  rebels.     Mr.  Young,  oa 

his  arrival  in  Clonnegall,  had   commanded  th$ 

inhabitants  to  furnish  every  individual  of  his 

soldiers  with  a  feather-bed,  and  hc>l,  without  the 
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kast  necessity,  turned  Mr.  Derinzey,  a  hnve 
and  loyal  gentleman  and  his  children, .  out  of 
their  beds;  and  when  any  remonstrance  was 
made  to  him  by  another  officer  for  the  incessant 
depredations  of  his  meq,  his  anatwer  leas,  '  I  am 
the  commanding  officer,  and  damn  the  croppies/ 
After  his  march  to  Newtownbarry,  Mr.  Young 
returned  not,  again  to  Clonnegall,  and  that  town 
remained  under  the  command  of  the  North-Cork 
officer  above-mentioned,  lieutenant "*  Holmes 
Justice,  who  maintained  a  laudable  discipline, 
and  held  his  very  dangerous  post  with  such 
intrepidity,  that,  though  it  lies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Carnew,  it  never  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels. 

Hills  of  a  commanding  prospect  were  always 
chosen  by  the  rebels  for  their  stations  or  posts. 
These  posts  they  termed  camps,  though  they 
were  destitute  of  tents,  except  a  few  for  their 
chiefs,  and  the  people  remained  in  the  open  air 
in  vast  multitudes,  men  and  women  promiscu- 
ously, some  lying  covered  with  blankets  at  night, 
and  some  without  other  covering  than  the  clothes 
which,  they  wore  in  the  day.  This  mode*  of 
warfare  was  favoured  by  an  uninterrupted  conti- 
nuance of  dry  and  warm  weather,  to  such  a 
length  of  time  as  is  very  unusual  in  Ireland  iu 
that  season,  or  any  season  of  the  year.  This  was 
regarded  by  the  rebels  as  a  particular  interposition 
of  Providence  in  their  favour;  and  some  among 
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them  are  said  to  have  declared,  in  a  prophetic 
tone,  that  not  a  drop  of  rain  was  to  fall  until 
they  should  be  mastery  of  all  Ireland.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  same  was  considered  by  the  fugi* 
tive  loyalists  as  a  merciful  favour  of  heaven, 
since  bad  weather  must  have  miserably  augmented 
their  distress,  and  have  caused  many  to  perish* 
In  these  encampments  or  stations,  among  such 
crowds  of  riotous  undisciplined  men,  under  no 
regular  authority,  the  greatest  disorder  must  be 
supposed  to  have  prevailed.  Often  when  a  rebel 
was  in  a  sound  sleep  in  the  night,  he  was  robbed 
by  some  associate  of  his  gun,  or  some  other  article 
at  that  time  valuable;  to  sleep  flat  on  the  belly, 
with  the  hat  and  shoes  tied  under  the  breast,  for 
the  prevention  of  stealth,  was  a  custom  with 
many.  They  were  in  nothing  more  irregular 
than  in  the  cooking  of  provisions,  many  of  them 
cutting  pieces  at-  random  out  of  cattle  scarcely 
dead,  without  waiting  to  flay  them,  and  roasting 
those  pieces  on  the  points  of  their  pikes,  together 
with  the  parts  of  the  hide  which  belonged  to 
them.  The  heads  of  cattje  were  seldom  eaten,  but 
generally  left  to  rot  on  the  surface  of  the  ground; 
and  SQ  were  often  large  parts  of  the  carcases,  after 
many  pieces  had  been  cut  from  them,  which 
practice  might  iq  a  short  time  have  caused  a 
pestilence. 

The  station  which  the  rebels  chose,  when  they 
|}eRt  their  force  toward  Gorcy,  was  the  hill  q,f 


134  HXSTORT   OF   THE 

Cbrrigrua,  seven  miles  towards  the  bouthwest 
from  that  to^n.  A  l>ody  of  above  a  thousand, 
some  say  four  thousand,  detached  from  this  post, 
took  possession  of  the  little  village  of  Bally- 
cannoo,  foiir  miles  from  Gorey,  to  the  south,  on 
the  evening  of  the  1st  of  June,  and  were  advanc- 
ing to  fix  their  station  on  the  hill  of  Bally- 
manaann,.' midtvay  between  the  above -natned 
village  and  town,  when  they  were  met  near  the 
village  by  the  garrison  of  Gorey,  who  had 
.marched  to  stop  their  progress.  Having  returned 
home  the  preceding  day  with  my  family  from 
Arklow,  I  happened  to  be  at  that  time  on  the 
road  near  Gorey,  when  a  man  on  the  top  of  a 
house  cried  out  to  me  that  all  the  country  to  the 
south  was  in  a  blaze ;  for  straggling  parties  of 
the  rebels  attending  the  motions  of  the  main^ 
body  had  as  usual  set  fire  to  many  houses.  I 
had  hardly  got  a  view  of  the  conflagration,  when 
I  heard  a  discharge  of  musketry,  which  conti- 
nued some  time 'without  intermission.  Since  I 
have  learned  the  particulars  of  this  engagement, 
I  consider  it,  though  small  and  unnoticed,  as 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  croppy  wan 

The  little  army,  which  had  marched  from 
porey  on  this  occasion,  consisted  of  twenty  of 
the  Antrim  militia,  under  lieutengmt  Elliot,  who 
directed  the  movements  of  the  whole  j  twenty 
of  the  North-Cork ;  about  fifty  yeoman  infantry, 
including  supplementary  men ;  and  three  troops 
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of  yeoman  cavalry,  the  last  of  whom,  I  mean  all 
the  cavalry,  were  useless  in  battle.  As  the  rebels 
had  npt  procured  accurate  intelligepce,  and  as 
troops  from  Dublin  had  been  some  days  expected, 
the  cloud  of  dust,  excited  by  the  little  army  of 
Gorey,  caused  them  to  imagine  that  a  formidable 
force  was  coming  against  them.  Under  this 
persuasion,  they  disposed  not  themselves  to  the 
best  advantage,  for  they  might  easily  have  sur- 
rounded and  destroyed  the  little  band  opposed 
to  them.  They*attempted  it  however  in  a  dis- 
orderly nvanner;  but  so  regular  and  steady  a 
fire  was  maintained  by  the  militia,  particularly 
the  Antrim,  that  the  half-^li^ciplined  supple- 
mentals  of  the  yeomen,  encouraged  thereby, 
behaved  with  equal  steadiness;  and  such  was 
the  effect,  -that  the  rebels  were  totally  routed, 
and  fled  in  the  utmost  confusion  in  all  directions. 
The  yeoman  cavalry,  notwithstanding  repeated 
orders  from  lieutenant  Elliot,  delayed  too  long, 
through  mistake  of  one  of  their  officers,  to  pur- 
sue the  runaways,  otherwise  a  great  slaughter 
might  have  been  made.  The  victorious  band 
advancing  fired  .some  houses  in  Ballycannoo, 
and  spread  such  a  terroi;  that  no  attempt  was 
made  against  them  from  the  post  of  Corrigrua; 
so  that  they  returned  safely  to  Gorey,  with  above 
a  hundred  captive  horses  and  other  spoil. 

In  this  engagement,  and  all  others  in  the  begin 
liing  of  the  rebellion,  the  rebels  elevated  their 
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guns  too  much  for  execution,  so  that  only  three 
loyalists  were  wounded,  none  killed.  The  num- 
ber of  slaiii  on  the  opposite  side  was  probably 
about  sixty,  perhaps  near  a  hundred.  Many 
fine  horses,  which  the  routed  party  was  obliged 
to  leave  behind,  were  by  them  killed  or  maimed, 
that  they  might  be  rendered  useless.  The  hardi- 
ness and  agility  of  the  labouring  classes  of  the 
Irish  were  on  this  and  other  occasions  in  the 
course  of  the  rebellion,  very  remarkable.  ^  Their 
swiftness  of  foot,  and  activity^  in  passing  over 
brooks  and  ditches,  were  such  that  they  could 
not  always  in  crossing  the  fields  be  overtaken  by 
horsemen  ;  and  with  so  much  strength  of  consti- 
tution were  they  found  to  be  endued,  that  to  kill 
them  was  difficult,  many  after  a  multitude  of 
stabs  not  expiring  until  their  necks  were  cut 
acrossi  In  fact,  the  number  of  persons  who  in 
the  various  battles,  massacres,  and  skirmishes  of 
this  war,  were  shot  through  tb^  body,  aud  reco- 
vered of  their  wounds,  has  greatly  surprised  me. 
A  small  occurrence  after  the  battle,  of  which  a 
son  of  mine  was  a  witness,  may  help  to  illustrate 
the  state  of  the  country  a^t  that  time: — Two 
yeomen  comiijg  to  a  brake  or  clump  of  bushes, 
and  observing  a  small  motion  as  if  some  persons 
were  hiding  there,  one  of  theni  fired  into  it,  and 
the  shot  was  answered  by  a  most  piteous  an4 
loud  screech  of  a  child.  The  other  yeoman  was 
then  urged  by  his  compamon  to  fire  ^  bu^  |iQ 
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bein^  a  gentleman,  and  Ie3S  ferocious,  instes^ 
of  fjiring,  com  mantled  iriie  concealed  persons  to 
appear^^when  a  poor  woman  and  eight  children, 
almost  naked,  oneof  whom  was  severely  wounded, 
carnc  trembling  from  the  brake,  where  they  ha4 
secreted  themselves  for  safety. 

Disappointed,  by  the.  defeat  at  Ballycaiinoo,  of 
taking  post,  on  Bally manaan-hill  on  the  1st  of 
June,  and  of  advancing  thence  to  Gorey  on  the 
Sod,  the  rebel  army  on  Corrigrua-hill  remained 
in  that  station  till  the  4th.  Meantime  the  long 
and  anxiously  expected  army  under  major* 
general  Loftus  arrived  in  Gorey,  The  sight  of 
fifteen  hundred  fine  troops,  with  five  pieces  of 
artillery,  filled  every  loyal  breast  with  confidence, 
insomuch  that  not  a  doubt  Vas  entertained  of 
the  immediate  and  total  dispersion  of  the  rebels. 
The  plan  was  to  march  the  army  in  two  divisions, 
by  two  different  roads,  to  the  post  of  Corrigrua, 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  with  combined  forces,  in 
which  attack  they  expected  the  co-operation  of 
6ome  other  troops.  But  while  this  arrangement 
was  made,  on. the  4th  of  June,  by  the  army,  the 
febels  were  preparing  to- quit  Corrigrua,  and  to 
inarch  to  Gorey  ;  f9r,  by  a  letter  from  Gorey  to 
a  priest  named  PhiKp  Roche,  then  in  bed  in  the 
house  of  Richard  Donovan,  Esq.  of  Ballyn||fre, 
9^t  the  6)ot  of  the  above-mentioned  hill,  Wor- 
paation  was  received  by  the  rebel  chiefs,  about 
9We  o'clocl^  in  fh$  morning,  of  the  intended 
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motions  of  the  army.     The   publicity  of  the 
Adopted  plan  of  operationSj  by  which  the  disaf- 
fected in  tbeto\rn  were  enabled  to  give  this  mfor- 
jnation  to  the  enemy,  was  probably  occasioned 
by  the   hnprudencc  of  colonel  Walpole,  who 
claimed  an  independent  and  discretionary  com- 
mand.    Intelligence  of  the  plan  .of  the  rebeb 
march  was  carried  to   the  army  with  the  most 
eatger  dispatch,  by  st  respectable  farmer,  named 
Thomas  Do wling,  who  made  application  succes- 
sively to  several  officers,  all  of  whom  ctespised 
his  information,  and  some  threatened  him  with 
imprisonment  and  chastisement  if  iie  should  not 
cease  his  nonsense. — ^The  army  began  its  nrarchi 
in  two  divisions,  according  to  tlie  above  plan, 
about  the  same  time  that  the  rebels  began  theirs 
JO  one  body.     The  latter  were  met  nearly  mid^ 
way  between  Gorey  and  Corrigrua  by  the  .divi- 
sion under  colonel  Walpole — a  gentleman  much 
more  fit  for  the  place  of  a  courtier  than  that  of 
a  military  leader.     As  no  scouts  nor  flanking^ 
parties  were  employed  by  this  commander,*  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
until  he  actually  saw  them,  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  yards,  advancing  on  him  in  a  place  called 
Tubberneering.  Walpole  seems  not  to  have  been 
deficient  in  courage.     The  action  commenced 
tn  a  confused  manner.      The  rebels  poured  a 
tremendous  fire  from  the  fields  on  both  sides  of 
the  road,  and  he  received  a  bullet  through  the 
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head  in  a  few  minutes.  His ,  troops  fled  m  the 
utmost  disorder,  leaving  their  cannon^  consist* 
ing  of  two  six-pounders  and  a  smaller  pieces  in  ^ 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  They  were  pursued  as 
far  as  Gorey,  in  their  flight  through  which,  they 
were  galled  by  a  fire  of  guns  from  some  of  the 
houses,  where  some  rebels  bad  taken'theif  station. 
The  ynfortunate  loyalists  of  Gorey,  who  a  few 
minutes  befi;)re  had  thought  themselves  perfectly 
aecure^  fled,  as  many  as  could  escape,  to  Arklow 
with  the  routed  army,  leaving  aH  their  effects 
behind. 

While  Walpole's  division  was  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  general  Loftus,  marching  by  a  different 
road,  that  of  Ballycannoo,  and  hearing  the  noise 
of  battle,  detached  seventy  men,  the  grenadier 
company  of  the  Antrim  regiment  of  militia,  across 
the  fields  to  its  assistance.  This  body  was  inter- 
cepted by  the  rebels,  who  were  in  pursuit  of  4;he 
routed  army,  and  almost  all  killed  or  taken;  and 
as  near  forty  men  of  Walpole's  division  were  lost, 
the  detriment  on  the  whole  amount  was  consider- 
abk.  Meanwhile,  the  general,  ignorant  of  the 
colonel's  fate,  and  unable  to  bring  his  artillery 
across  the  fields,  continued  his  march  along  the 
highway,  and  coming  round  by  a  long  circuit 
to  the  field  of  battle,  was  at  last  made  acquainted 
with  the  event.  He  then  followed  the  march  of 
the  rebds  toward  Gurey,  and  comifig  within 
view  6t  them,  found  them  posted  on  Gorey-hili^ 
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a  commanding  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which 
the  town  is  built  ,  Convinced  that  be  could 
neither  attack  them  in  their  post  with  any 
prospect  of  success^  nor  pass  by  them  into  the 
town  without  great  hazard,  he  retreated  to  Car- 
Bew,  and  in  his  retreat  was  saluted  with  a  fire  of 
the  artillery  of  the  rebels  from  the  top  of  the  hill, 
whither  they  had,  by  the  strength  of  men,  drawn 
the  cannon  taken  from  Walpole's  men,  beside 
some  pieces  brought  from  Wexford,  Thinking 
Camew  an  unsafe  post,  though  the  gentlemen 
of  that  neighbourhood  tliought,  and  still  think, 
quite  otherwise,  as  he  was  there  at  the  head  of 
tWQlvG  hundred  effective  men,  he  abandoned  that 
p^rt  of  tlie  country  to  the  -rebels,  and  retreated 
piqe  miles'  farther,  to  the  town  of  Tullow,.in  the 
pQunty  of  Carlow. 

While  one  formidable  body  of  the  Wexfoidian 
insurgents  was  advancing  its  position  toward  ' 
the  north,  another  still  more  formidable  was  prcr 
paring  to  attempt  the  same  toward  the  south- 
west. The  conquest  of  New  Ross,  in  that 
quarter,  situate  on  the  river  formed  by.  the 
united  streams  of  the  Nord  and  Barro>v,  w*ould 
have  laid  open  a  communication  with  the  disaf7 
fected  in  the  counties  of  Waterford  add  I^ilkenpy, 
many  thousands  of  whom  yyeve  supposed  ready 
to  rise  in  arms  at  the  appearance  of  their  suc- 
cessful confederates.  The  seizure  of  that  im-» 
pprtant  post,  when  it  might  have  been  effected 
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without  opposition,  on  the  Sdth  of  May,  the  day 
succeeding  that  in  which  Enniscorthy  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  had  been  vehe- 
mently Urged  at  Enniscorthy  by  a  chief  named 
Hay,  and  a  great  number  had  agreed  to  march 
with  him  for  that  purpose.     Fortunately,  on  the 
arrival,  already  related,    of  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
accompanied  by  Colcloughy  from  Wexford  prison^ 
thi^  plan  was  for  a  time  laid  aside. — Fitzgerald, 
between  whom  and  Hay  an  enmity  liad  subsisted, 
and  even  a  duel  been  fought,  opposed  the  scheme 
of  marching  to  Ross,  and  recommended  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  in  Wexford  by  the  capture  of 
that  town.     His  influence  being  superior  to  that 
of  Hay,  his  proposal  was   adopted ;   and  thus 
captain  Boyd,  by  the  sending  of  this,  man  to 
Enniscorthy,  prevented  a  most  dangerous  cxten*- 
sion  of  the  rebellion. 

When  the  immediate  object  recommended  by 
Fitzgerald  was  attained,  the  rebel  army  at  Wex- 
ford, choosing  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey,  now 
liberated  from  prison,  for  their  generalissimo, 
divided  into  two  main  bodies :  one  of  which 
directed  its  course  northward  to  Gorey;  tba 
other,  conducted  by  Harvey  in  person,  had  for 
its  object  the  conquest  of  Ross.  The  latter, 
after  having  taken  post  on  Carricbum-moun- 
tain,  within  six  miles  of  Ross,  where  it  was 
reviewed  and  organized,  advanced  on  the  fourth 
of  June  to  Corbet-hill,  within  a  mile  of  that 
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town,  the  object  of  attack  for  the  next  tnornmg. 
Harvey,  though  neither  destitute  of  personal 
courage,  nor  in  some  respects  of  a  good  under- 
standing, possessed  not  that  calm  intrepidity 
which  is  necessary  in  the  composition  of  a  mili- 
tary officer,  nor  those  rare  talents  by  which  an 
undisciplined  imiltitude  may  be  directed  and 
contrqiuled.  He  forined  the  plan  of  an  attack 
on  three  different  parts  of  the  town  at  once, 
Vhich  would  probably  have  succeeded  if  it  had 
been  put  in  execution. — Having  sent  a  summons 
for  surrendry  of  the  town  to  the  commander  of 
the  king's  troops,  with  a  Aajg  of  truce,  the 
bearer  of  which,  of  the  name  of  Furlong,  fell  by 
a  shot  in  the  i>erformance  of  >hb  mission,*  he 
was  arranging  his  forces  for  the  assault,  when, 
finding  them  galled  by  a  fire  from  the  out-posts 
of  the  garrison,  he  ordered  a  brave  young  man, 
of  the  name  of  Kelly,  to  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  five  hundred  men,  aiid  to  dislodge  the  troops 
who  were  giving  this  annoyance.  Kelly, 
followed  confusedly  by  a  much  greater  number 
than  he  wished,  executed  his  commission ;  but 
his  men,  instead  of  returning  to  the  main  body 
as  they  had  been  ordered,  rushed  headlong  into 

*  To  sliopt  all  persons  carrying  flags  of  truce  from  the 
rebek,  appears  to  have  been  a  maxim  with  his  majesty's  forces. 
The  measure  may  have  been  nnintelligtbly  wise,  but  it  may 
have  rendered  the  rebels  more  ferocious,  and  prevented  the 
escape  of  loyalists  who  otherwise  might  attempt  to  run  from 
the  rebels  and  take  refuge  with  the  royal  troops. 
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the  toWD,  drove  back  the  cavalry,  with  slaughter, 
on  the  infantry ;  seised  the  cannon,  and  being 
followed  in  their  successful  career  by  crowds 
from  the  hill^  seemed  some  time  nearly  masters 
of  the  town. — From  a  full  persuasion  of  a  decided 
victory  in  favour  of  the  rebel  army,  some  officers 
of  the  garrison  fled  to  Waterford,  twelve  milca 
dbtaat,  with  this  alarming  intelligence. 

As  the  original  plan  of  attack  was  neglected 
and  forgotten  by  the  rebels,  flushed  with  the 
success  of  this  premature  onset  in  one  quarter, 
the  troops  of  the  Dublin  and  Donegal  miiitia 
maintaining  their  posts  at  the  market-house,,  and 
a  station  called  Fairgate,  prevented  them  from 
penetrating  into  the  centre  of  the  town ;  while 
oiajor  general  Johnson,  the  commander,  a  man 
of  consummate  courage  and  fervent  zeal  for  the 
welfare  of  his  country,  was,  by  vehement  exer- 
tions, aided  by  those  of  an  extraordinary  gentle- 
man, an  inhabitant  of  Ross,  named  M'Cormick, 
labouring    to    rally    the  discomfitted  soldiery. 

Mr.  M'Cormick,  who  had  served  in  the  army, 
acted  with  skill  and  activity  on  this  occasion, 
flying  from  post  to  post,  conspicuous,  like  the 
Grecian  ajax,  with  a  brazen  helmet  and  lofty 
stature.  JBrought  back  to  the  charge  by  uncom? 
mon  efforts,  after  they  had  fled  across  the  river 
to  the  Kilkenny  side,  the  troops  of  the  gallant 
Johnson  recovered  their  post,  and  drove  the 
rebels  from  the  town — the  outskirts  of  which  were 
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HOW  in  flames,  fired  by  the  a)»sailants  and  disaf^ 
fected  inhabitants,  as  Enniscorthy  had  l)een. 
The  rebels  in  their  turti,  rallied  by  their  chiefs, 
iieturned  with  fury  to  the  assault,  and  regained 
some  ground.  Again  dislodged  by  the  same 
exertions  as  before,  and  a  third  time  rallied,  they 
were  at  last  finally  repulsed,  after  an  engage^ 
ment  of  above  ten  hours,  ending  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Though  this  was  doubtless  the  most  bloody 
battle  of  the  croppy  war,  I  am  not  convinced 
that  the  loss  of  the  assailants  amounted  to  three 
thousand,  or  even  two  thirds  of  that  number. 
That  of  the  royal  army  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  was  acknowledged  to  be  two  hundred 
and  thirty,  of  whom  ninety  lay  dead  on  the 
scene  of  action.*  This  army,  before  the  battle, 
had  consisted  of  about  twelve  hundred  men. — 
The  rebels  left  behind  them  in  their  retreat 
fourteen  swivel  guns,  and  four  cannon  on  ship- 
carriages.  An  artillery  man  of  the  royal  army, 
a  prisoner  of  the  rebels,  had  been  appointed  to 
the  management  of  one  of  those  cannon,  with 
menaces  of  instant  death  if  he  should  not  level 
right,  and  death  he  instantly  found  for  aiming 
high.  The  fight  had  been  so  irregularly  main- 
tained by  the  rebel  forces,  that  beside  the  neglect 

♦  Among  the  slain  were  cornet  LadwelU  of  the  5th 
dragoons,  and  lord  Mountjoy,  colonel  of  the  county  of  Dublin 
militia. 
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of  their  original  plan,  probably  not  half,  or 
/even  a  fourth  part  pf  their  number,  (supposed  to 
be  near  twenty  thousand)  ever  descended  from 
Corbet-hill  to  share  the  danger ;  and  many  iu 
the  beginning  of  the  action  fled  to  their  homes, 
and  were,  some  hours  before,  the. decision  of  the 
pombat,  giving  a  fancied  Darratioia  of  the  success 
jof  the  d^y. 

The  alliance  of  cowardice  with  cruelty  cannot 
perhaps. he  more  strongly ' exemplified  than  hi 
3om^e  of  this  day's  transactions.    •  Some  run-  away 
rebels,  who  h^^l  pot  dared  to  ha?ard  their  persons 
in  tiie  battle,  turae^  tb^ir  fury  against  objects 
equally   void   of  criminality    as  .incapcible    of 
resistance.     JBeside  tlj?  massacre  of  three  protes-r 
tantmen,  who. liaifl  fought. courageously  on  Ih^ 
side  of  th^  rebels  against  the  king  s  forces,  t^iey 
committed  an  apt  of  such  atrocity  as  require^  no 
comment; — At  the  house  of  ScuUabogue^   th^ 
property  of  a  Mr,  King,  at  th?  foot  of  Carrick-r 
bum-mountaiu,  had   been  left,  when  tlje  rebel 
army    marched    to     Corbet-hill,     al)ove     two 
hundred  protestant    prisoner     of    both    sexfe$ 
and   all  ages,  under  a  guard,    commanded  by 
John  .MurJ)hy,    of  Xoghnagh^er,      The    ruut 
aways  declared,  that  the  royal  ^rniy  4u  Ross  wer?' 
shooting  all  the   prisoners,  and  butchering  the 
catholics  who  had  fallen  into  their  hands,  feigned 
an  order  from  Harvey  for  the  executiqn  of  those 
ai^    Scullabogue.      This   order,'    which  Harvey, 

L 
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himself,  a  protestant,  and  a  man  of  humanity, 
was  utterly  incapable  of  giving,  Murphy  is  said 
to  have  resisted — but  his  resistance'  was  vain, 
Thirty-seven  were  shot  and  piked  at  the  halU 
door;  and  the  rest,  a  hundred  and  eighty-four 
in  nqmber,  crammed  into  a  barn,  were  burne4 
alive — the  roof  being  fired,  and  straw  thrown 
into  the  flames  to  ff^d  the  conflagration.  I  have 
conversed  with  some  respectable  men  who  viewecj 
the  scene  of  this  diabolical  action  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  who  were  struck  with  inexpressible 
horrors  at  the  sight.  Father  John  Shallow, 
Roman  catholic  priest  of  Adamstown,  has  been 
charged  by  some  with  being  concerned  in,,  or 
approving  of  this  horrid  business  ;  but  from  the 
affidavits  of  three  protestants  which  I  have  read, 
and  other  grounds,  I  am  decidedly  inclined  to 
think  the  charge  not  well  founded.  Another 
f  riest  is  on  more  probable  grounds  considered 
by  some  as  the  chief  instigator  of  this  horrible 
deed — whose  name  I  forbear  to  menton,  lest  he 
may  possibly  be  innocent,  and  I  should  unjustly 
bring  odium  on  him.*  A  few  Romanists, 
according  to  some  accounts  fifteen  in  number, 
pne  of  )vhom  was  Father  Shallow's  clerk,  had 

been,  partly  by  mistake  or  inadvertence,  partly 

• 

*  I>  however,  after  having  wrxttea  this  volume,  now  fiod  h^^ 

pame  (Father  Murphy  of  Taghmon)  ^ven  in  Sir  Richard 

Musgrave's  great  oollect^on,  suited,  *^  Memoireof  the  different 

Rebellions  in  Ireland.'*    I  wish  he  may  prbve  his  innoce^qe* 


IRISH    REBELLION.  147 

from  obnoxious  circumstances  in  the  unfortu^ 
nate  objects,  inclosed  in  the  barn  with  th6  pro- 
testants,  and  by  the  precipitancy  of  the  mur* 
derers  shared  the  same  fate.* 

Re-occupying,  on  the  day  of  theiif  defeat  at 
Ross,  their  former  post  on  Carrickburn,  the 
rebel  troops  murmured  against  the  military 
conduct  of  Harvey,  who  in  consequence  resigned 
a  command  not  better  than  nomiual,  andretired 
to  Wexford.  Removing  from  this  position, 
after  a  stay  of  two  days,  they  took  post  on 
Slyeeye-Keelter,  a  hill  which  rises  over  the  river 
of  Ross,  formed  by  the  united  streams  of  the 
Nore  and  Barrow;  probably  with  design  to  inter- 
cept tlie  navigation  of  this  channel  between 
Waterford,  Ross,  and  Duncannon-fort.     In  this 

♦  How  straagely  are  the  feelings  of  mankind  governed  by 

party-spirit  ?     Many,  who  have  felt  a  just  horror  (and  too 

great  tbey  dbold  haidly  feel)  for  this  atrocious  iaassacre,  have 

admired  the  conduct  of  men  who  committed  acts  not  less 

atrocious  on  the  right  side  of  the  contest.    For  instance^ 

Suwarrow  or   Suvarof,  who  fought  against    the  Poles  and 

Frenchp  caused,  beside  other  massacres,  all  the  inhaBitants  of 

Praga,  men,  women,  and  children,  to  be  butchered,  in  number 

at  least  ten  thousand,  beside  the  garrison,    Most  of  these 

miserable  people  were  burned  alive,  with  circumstances  not  less 

liorribie  than  those  of  Scullabogue :  and  Suvarof,  next  day,  sat 

on  horseback  exulting  over  the  inexpressibly  shocking  scene  of 

desolation.     Yet,  what  loyalist  would  have  refused  to  drink 

tiie  health  of  Suvarof  in  the  temporary  career  of  his  success,  or 

xeAise   him  the  praise  of  a  virtuous  hero?    No  counterfeit 

loyalist  could  refuse  it,. 
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they  in  some  degree  succeeded ;  for,  thougl) 
they  failed  in  their  attempts  on  some  gun-boats^ 
in  their  engagements  with  which  some  liveai 
were  lost,  they  obliged  some  small  vessels  ta 
surrender;  in -one  of  these  was  a  mail,  from 
which  they  learned  much  concerning  the  state 
of  the  kingdom  in  general  from  news-papers 
and  private  letters.  Here,  by  a  tumultuous^ 
election,  was  chosen  for  general,  in  the  place  of 
Harvey,  Father  Philip  Roche,  already  mentioned 
as  a  leader  at  the  battle  of  Tubbemeering,  a  man 
of  large  stature  and  boisterous  manners,  not  ill 
Adapted  to  direct  by  influence  the  disorderly 
bands  among  whom  he  acted.  *  Without  such 
influence,  titles  of  command  were  merely  nomi- 
nal ;  nor  among  a  number  of  chiefe  in  a  rebel 
army,  could  any  one  with  truth  be  said  to 
govern  the  whole  body.  The  priests,  by  their 
habitual  government  in  spiritual  matters,  had 
naturally  the  principal  pway,  especially  those 
whose  rage  of  bigotry  was  most  conspicuous. 
Great  numbers  of  the  rebels  acknowlecjged  no 
other  leader  than  Father  John  Murphy,  the 
fanatic  who  first  raised  the  flag  of  insurrection 
in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

Quitting  the  post  of  Slyeeve-Keelter  in  three 
days  after  their  arrival,  the  troops  of  Philip 
Roche  occupied  the  hill  of  Lacken,  within  two 
miles  of  Ross,  wliere  they  fprpied  a  less  irregular 
encampment  than  usual,  many  tents  bdngerecte^ 
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feir  the  lodgment  of  their  officers,  A  detach^ 
ment,  sent  hence  for  arms  and  ammunitioa 
to  the  town  of  Borris,  in  the  county  of  Carloj 
twelve  miles  distant,  on  the  12th,  was,  by  a 
iire  of  the  garrison  from  the  house  of  Mn 
Cavenagh)  used  on  the  occasion  as  a  fortress, 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  ten  killed  and  many 
wounded,  while  only  one  soldier  fell  on  the  side 
of  the  loyalists;  but  this  handsome  little  town 
was  in  great  part  burned.  With  exception  of 
this  fruitless  attempt,  the  bands  on  Lacken  lay 
inactive,  regaling  themselves  on  the  slaughtered 
cattle  and  liquorsj  which  were  procured  in  plenty 
from  the  country  in  their  possession,  and  so  neg- 
ligent of  their  safety,  that,  in  any  night  after 
the  two  first,  they  might  have  been  surprised 
and  put  to  the  rout  by  a  small  detachment  froni 
the  garrison  of  Ross; 

Inactivity,  at  least  procrastination^  among  th« 
rebels  was  not  confined  to  the  army  of  Philip 
Roche ;  for  to  the  terrible  repulse  at  Ross,  received 
by  their  forces  on  the  south-western  border,  was 
added  an  error  of  conduct  on  the  northern, 
which,  providentially  for  the  British  empire  in 
general,  and  the  protestants  of  Ireland  in  parti- 
cular, caused  the  ruin'of  their  scheme;  Many 
jpersons  are  of  opinion  that  government  had,  by 
burnings,  imprisonments,  free  quarters  of  sol- 
diers^ ^  floggings,  and  other,  severe  measures^ 
intended  to  force  a  partial  insurrection  of  the 
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Uiiited  Irish,  in  order  that  by  the  suppression  of 
it,  all  schemes  of  Rebellion  might  be  eradicated. 
In  my  opinion,  to  prevent,  not  raise  insurrec- 
tions, mi6t  have  been  the  object  of  go vernmeint; 
the  latter  being  too  dangerous  a  stratagem  for 
any  wise  politician  to  design.  If  the  rebels^ 
immediately  after  the.  rout  •  of  Walpole's  army, 
had  advanced  to  Arklow,  they  could  have  taken 
possession  of  it  without  the  least  resistance ;  for 
the  garrison  fled  from  it  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th  of  !rune,  before  day,  to  Wicklow,  The 
insurgents  then,  of  the  county  of  Wicklow,  who 
had  with  the  utmost  difficulty  been  kept  in 
check  by  major  Hardy,  the  commander  in  that 
part,  and  who  had  been  repulsed  in  five  different 
actions,  neither  easily  describable,  nor  of  use  to 
be  described,  must  have  become  far  more  auda- 
cious, and  have  co-operated  with  the.Wexfordian 
tebels.  '  The  garrison  of  Wicklow  must,  like 
that  of  Arklow,  have  abandoned  its  post,  on  the 
approach  of  the  united  multitudes,  and  fallen 
back  on  Bray,  only  ten  miles  from  the  capital* 
The  rebels  might  have  proceeded  with  perpe^ 
•tually  encreasing  numbers,  and  seized  Bray  in 
like  manner ;  and  what  in  all  probability  would 
h&ve  been  the-  effect  of  this  moticfn,  when  so 
many  thousands  in  Dublin  and  the  adjacent 
counties  w^re  waiting  for  such  an  opportunity 
to  take  arms,  I  am  unwilling  to  state.  I  afti 
-also  unable  to  explain  the  motive  fdr  a  piece  of 
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iibh(iuct  in  the  office!:  who  cQmmaiided  in  Arklow 
^hen  the  garrison  was  prepariBg  for  flight ;  orders 
ii^ere  issued  that  no  persdn  should  be  permitted 
to  quit  the  town  until  the  garrison  had  matched; 
to  that  if  the  rebels  had  ctime,  as  they  were  every 
inoment  expected,  the  whole  multitude  of  fugitive 
women  and  children  of  the  loyalist  party  must 
have  fallen  into  their  hands.  If  this  orc|er  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  intelligence  of  Walpole's 
defeat  from  being  carried  northward,  it  was 
quite  nugatoiy,  as  that  intelligence  was  conveyed 
by  several  different  roads  :*'  and  to  imagine  that 
the  commandei*  proposed  td  dday  the  rebels  in 
their  pursuit  of  the  garrison,  by  the  incumbrance 
*)f  this  captive  multitude,  would  be  to  charges 
him  with  both  cruelty  and  folly;  The  condition^ 
however^  of  the  poorer  fugitives,  %  was  altered 
greatly  fot  the  better  by  the  evacuation  o^ 
Arklow,  whete  they  had  been  starving.  Oa 
their  way  to  Wicklow  they  were  unmercifully 
plundered  by  the  soldiery,  but  on  their  arrival 
thel^  they  found  si  comfortable  subsistence, 
contributed  by  the  charitable  inhabitants  of  tha^ 
town  and  neighbourhoods 

As  major  Hardy  was  ignorant  of  the  great 
force  of  the  rebels  posted  at  Gorey,  he  highly 

♦  Arf  fexaggeratea  afccWint  of  this  disaster  was  received  hj 
IHe  disaPected  iii  Dublin,  before  it  was  known  by  tbemembem 
of  adn4ni$tratioix  at  the  cMle ;  foe  tbe  societies  of  the  codsj^ 
racy  had  Hn  established  mode  of  speedy  conveTaace  by  verb^ 
messages  from  one  secretary  to  another^ 
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disapproved  of  the  evacuation  of  Arklow,  and 
commanded  the  garrison  instantly  to  return  froiifi 
Wicklow  to  their  post,  without  even  permission 
to  taste  any  refreshment.  It  was  augmented  on 
the  sixth  by  the  arrival  of  the  Cavan  regiment 

,  of  mihtia,  and  at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  by  that  of  the  Durham  fencibles.  The 
Arrival  df  thi^  regiment,  one  of  tlie  best  disci- 
plined in  J;he  service  of  his  Britannic  majesty, 
tvas  extremely  critical,  as  it  prevented  the  taking 
of  Arklow  by  the  rebels,  the  consequences  of 
which  would  Jn  all  probability  have  been  so  great 
^nd  disastrous  that  I  shudder  at  the  thoughts  of 
them.  This  regiment  had  been  most  remarkably 
active  and  successful,  in  the  preceding  year,  in 
the  county  of  Down,  in  disarming  the  United 
Irish,  and  thereby  preventing  rebellion  in  that 
part.  When  ordered  southward,  on  account  of 
the  insurrection  in  Leinster,  an  ambuscade  of 
seven  thousand  men  was  placed  in  the  county 
ofMeath,  to  the  north  of  Balbriggen,  to  sur- 
round and  cut  it  to  pieces  on  its  march ;  but  by 
the  excellent  dispositions  made  by  its  leader, 
colonel  Skerrett,  it  passed  this  formidable  am* 
buscade  without  loss,  and  arrived  safelv  in  Dub- 
lin;    whence,    after  much  deliberation,  and  a 

.  ^lelay  dangerous  at  such  a  crisis,  it  was  ^nt  to 
Arklow ;  carriages  being  wisely  procured  for  the 
meh,  in  the  French  republican  fashion,  that  they 
might  be  brought  unfatigucd  to  the  scene  of 
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iclioli.  This  was  fortunate;  for  their  utmost 
vigour,  discipline,  and  firmness,  were  soon  put 
to  a  severe  trial.  ' 

A  few  hours  after  their  arrival,  one  of  those 
ludicrous  incidents  occurred,  which,  amid  the 
calamities  of  war,  serve  to  exhilarate  the  spirits 
of  military*  men.  Two  of  the  officer*  of  this 
regiment,  passing  by  the  house  of  Mr,  Miles 
O'Neile,  in  Arklow,  where  general  Needham  . 
was  quartered,  and  where  a  great  breakfest  was 
prepared  for  the  general  and  his  guests,  were 
mistaken  by  a  servant  for  two  of  these  gucstsv 
and  informed  that  breakfast  was  ready  for  them 
and  their  associates.  This  intelligence  being 
communicated,  theDurham  officers  cameinstantl  j 
in  a  body  and  devoured  the  whole  breakfast. 
One  of  them,  captain  Wallingtun,  remaining 
behind,  the  rest,  assembled  about  him  the  drivers 
of  the  carriages  in  which  the  regiment  had  tra- 
velled from  Gublin,  to  pay  them  severally  their 
dues-  The  general,  at  length  arriving  with  his 
company  of  hungry  guests,  was  at  first  astonished 
when  he  saw  his  lodgings  occupied  with  a  crowd 
of  wi^ngling  coachmen ;  but  Soon  bein^  informed 
of  the  fate  of  hi6  breakfast,  he  burst  into  a  rage, 
and  drove  out  the  intruders  with  such  ^ury,  that 
they,  with  their  paymaster,  tumbled  one  over 
another  in  the  street,  in  their  haste  to  escape. 

More  serious  objects  in  some  hours  more  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  troops.     The  rebelsi 
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tirho  afler  the  defeat  of  Walpole's  army  on  iiiff 
4th  of  June,  had  wasted  their  time  in  humiog 
the  town  of  Carnew,  in  trials  of  prisoners  fod 
orange-men,  the  plundering  of  houses,  and 
other  acts  of  like  nature,  at  length  collected  their 
force  at  Gorey,  and  advanced  to  attack^AirkloW 
on  the  9th,  the  only  day  in  which  that  post  ha4 
been  prepared  for  defencfei  Their  number  pro- 
bably amounted  to  twenty-seven  thousand^  of^ 
whom  near  five  thousand  were  armed  with  guns^ 
the  rest  with  pikes,  which  ^ave  them  in  some 
points  of  view  the  appearancei  of  a  moving 
forest,  and  they  were  furnished  with  three  ser* 
viceable  pieces  of  artillery.  The  troops  posted 
for  the  defence  of  this,  at  that  time,  most  impot^ 
tant  station,  consisted  of  sixteen  hundred  men^ 
including  yeomen,  supplementary  men,  and  those 
of  the  artillery.  The  rebels  attacked  the  town 
on  all  sides,  except  that  which  is  washed  by  the 
river.  The  approach  of  that  column,  which 
advanced  by  the  sea  shore,  was  so  i^pid,  that 
the  picket  guard  of  yeoman  cavalry,  sti^ioned  in 
that  quarter,  was  in  extreme  danger,  a  paity  of 
the  rebels  having  entered,  and  fired  what  is  called 
the  fishery,  a  part  of  the  town  on  that  side,  cpm* 
posed  of  thatched  cabins,  before  they  could 
effect  their  escape,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
gallop  through  the  flames,  while  the  main  body 
of  this  rebel  column  was  at  their  heels.  So  great 
was  the  terror  of  this  troop  of  yeomen  that  moat 
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of  them  stopped  not  their  flight  till  they  had 
crossed  the  river,  swimming  their  horses,  in  great 
peril  of  drowning,  acrjoss  that  broad  stream.  The 
farther  progress  of  the  assailants  was  prevented 
by  the  charge  of  the  regular  cavalry,  supported 
by  the  fire  of  the  infantry,  who  had  been  formed 
for  the  defence  of  the  town,  in  aline  composed  of 
three  regiments,  with  their  battalion  artillery, 
those  of  the  Armagh  and  Cavan  militia,  and  the 
Durham  fencibles.  The  main  effort  of  the  rebels^ 
who  commenced  the  attack  near  four  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  was  directed  against  the  station  o{ 
the  Durham,  whose  line  extended  through  the 
field  in  front  of  the  town  to  the.  road  leading 
from  Gorey, 

As  the  rebels  poured  their  fire  from  the  shelter 
of  ditches,  so  that  the  opppsite  fire  of  the  soldiery 
had  no  effect,  colonel  Skerrett,  the  second  in  com- 
mand, to  whom  major-general  Needhaiti,  the 
first  in  command,  had  wisely  given  discretionary 
orders  to  make  the  best  use  of  his  abilities  and 
professional  skill,  commanded  his  men  to  stand 
with  ordered  arms;  their  left  wing  covered  by  a 
hr$ast-*work,  and  the  right  by  a  natural  rising  of 
the  ground,  until  the  enemy  leaving  their  cover 
should  advance  to  an  open  attack.  This  open 
attack  was  made  three  times  in  most  formidable 
force,  the  assailants  rushing  within  a  few  yards 
iof  the  cannons  mouths;  but  they  were  received 
with  so  close  and  effective  a  firej  that  ihey  ^yefc 
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Tepiilsed  with  great  slaughter  in  every  attexhjiti 
The  Durhams  were  not  only  exposed  to  the  finJ 
of  the  enemy's  small  arms,  but  were  also  galled  . 
by  their  cannon.  A  piece  of  these,  directed  at 
first  much  too  high,  designedly  by  a  soldieri 
taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels,  of  the  name  of 
Shepherd,  appointed  to  manage  the  gun,  was 

'  afterwards  levelled  so  by  Esmond  Kyan,  a  i:ebel 
chief,  that  it  broke  the  carriage  df  one  of  th« 
battalion  guns,  and  obliged  the  left  wing  of  the 
regiment  to  shift  its  ground,  )by  advancing 
twenty  paces,  to  avoid  being  enfiladed  by  the 
shot  One  of  the  balls  carried  away  the  whole 
belly  of  a  soldier,  who  yet  lived  some  minutes  in 
that  miserable  condition,  extended  on  the  ground^ 
and  stretching  forth  his  hands  to  his  associates. 
Whatever  talents  general  Needham  may  have 
possessed  as  a  leader,  of  which  I  think  it  not 
necessary  to  give  my  opinion,  he  displayed  for 
some  time  the  courage  of  a  soldier,  riding  from 
post  to  post  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  He^ 
however,  at  last,  began  to  talk  of  a  retreat  The 
resolution  of  colonel  Skerrett,  on  that  occasion, 
saved  Arklow,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  kingdom. 

'  His  reply  to  the  general,  when  addressed  on  the 
jiubject  of  a  retreat,  was  in  words  to  this  effect* 

*  This  proposal  of  a  retreat  has  been  most  uncandidfjr 

deiued  in  a  painphlet,  by  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  who  baS/ 

however,  acted  m  this  quite  consisteBtly  with  his  genetal 

•  oer  as  a  writer.    I  refer  the  reader  to  Appendixi  No.  9. 
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^f  We  cannot  hope  for  victory  otherwise  than  by 
'*  preserving  our  ranks:  if  we  break,  all  is  lost'; 
^*  and  from  the  spirit  which  I  have  seen  displayed 
^*  at  this  awful  crisis  by  the  Durham  regiment,  I 
^*  can  never  bear  the  idea  of  its  giving  ground. *V 
By  this  magnanimous  answer  of  the  colonel  the 
general  was  diverted  some  time  from  his  scheme 
of  a  retreat,  and  in  that  time  the  business  was 
decided  by  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  who  retired 
in  despair,  when  frustrated  in  their  most  furious 
assault,  in  which  Father  Michael  Murphy,  priest 
of  Ballycannoo,  was  killed,  by  a  cannon  shot, 
within  thirty  yards  of  the  Durham  line,  while 
he  was  leading  Tils  people  to  the  attack.  This 
priest  had  been  supposed  by  the  more  ignorant 
of  his  followers  to  be  invulnerable  by  bullets  or 
p,ny  other  kind  of  weapon ;  to  confirm  them  in 
which  belief  he  frequently  shewed  them  musket 
balls,  which  he  said  he^caught  in  his  hands  as 
they 'flew  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  I'hough 
J  was  well  acquainted  with  the  extreme  credulity 
of  the  lower  classes  of  my  Romanist  country^' 
men,  I  could  not  give  credit  to  this  account 
until  I  found  it  confirmed  beyond  a  doubt  by 
various  concurring  testimonies.  The  same  divine 
protection  was  believed  to  be  possessed  by  Father 
John,  the  famous  fanatic  already  mentioned. 

This  battle,  though  not  altogether  the  most 
bloody,  was  perhaps  the  most  important  of  this 
Var,  since  it  pfob^bly  decided  the  fate  of  Ireland. 
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/b  the  rebels  were  not  pursued,  for  a  pursuit 
would  have 'been  vciy  hazardous,  particularly- 
near  the  close  of  the  evening,  which  was  the 
time  of  their  retreat,  ^hey  carried  away  most  of 
their  wounded,  so  that  their  loss  could  not  be 
a^ertained,  but  may  have  amounted  to  three  or 
four  hundred.  The  loss  of  the  Durham  regiment, 
out  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  men,  of  which 
it  consisted,  was  twenty  privates  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  of  men  sustained  by  the 
rest  of  the  army  I  could  not  accurately  learn  j 
but  it  was  very  small,  much  less  than  might  have 
been  expected:  for  though  the  weight  of  th3^ 
combat  lay  on  the  Durhams,  the  action  was 
every  where  warm,  and  the  defence  bravely 
maintained. 
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CHAP  III, 

t 

fteJUctions'^Tinnehely'^True  blues-^kilcavan'^Ask 
Hill— Vinegar  Hill ^Bocke— Davis ^KUkgny-^ 
Killtm — Finegar  Hill^rfllhedhq,m*$  Gup^^Horetqum'^ 
JVexford — Dixon-^  Massacre  — Priests —  Offers  of 
Surrenier^-rCaptf^n  Boyde — bloody  Friday* 

,/Vs  the  repulse  at  Arklow  decidecl  the  fate  of 
the  rebellion,  so  it  fortunately  left  undecided  a 
question  how  far  the  Romanists  would  have  car-' 
ned  religious  animosity  if  the  insurrection  had 
been  successful.  The  violent  acts  of  the  insur- 
gents in  Gorey  and  its  neighbourhood  were  not 
liear  so  great  as  in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
(County.  Of  the  latter  I  shall  speak  hereafter. 
The  former  might,  by  an  advocate  of  their  qause^ 
]be  coloured  with  a  pretext  of  retaliation,  since 
acts  of  the  same  kind  had  been  coipmitted  by 
the  loyalists,  as  the  burning  of  hpuses,  the  quar* 
tering  of  men  on  families  for  subsistence,  impri- 
sonments, trials  of  prisoners  by  court-martial, 
the  ishooting  of  prisoners  without;  any  trial,  and 
the  insulting  of  others  by  cropping  the  hair  and 
covering  the  head  with  a  pitched  cap.  But  an 
opinion  is  entertained,  I  fear  indeed  with  too 
much  foundation^  tha):  if  ^he  post  of  Arklov 
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had  been  taken,  and  thus  a  wide  prospect  opened 
for  the  success  of  the  rebellion,  the  protestants 
remaining  in  the  power  of  the  rebels,  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  were  to  bfe  massacred  with 
few  exceptions.  Many  also  believe  that  the 
persons  excepted  from  this  finst  massacre  were 
<iestined  for  an  ultimate  slaughter  on  the  final 
success  of  the  insurgents,  and  that  even  the 
leaders  of  the  rebels,  \vho  were  protestants,  were 
to  be  included  in  this  proscription.  The  War 
from  the  beginning,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
oath  of  United  Irishmen,  had  taken  a  religious- 
turn,  as  every  civil  war  in  the  south  or  west  of 
Ireland  must  be  expected  to  take,  by  any  man 
well  acquainted  Avith  the  prejudices  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  terms  protestant  and  orangeman  were 
almo3t  synonymous  with  the  mass  of  the  insur- 
gents; and  the  protestants  whom  they  meant 
to  favour,  were  generally  baptized  into  the  Romish 
church  by*  the  priests  of  that  communion.  But 
whatever  degree  of  religious  bigotry  or  party 
hatred  had  been  hitherto  discovered  by  the  insur- 
gents in  general,  many  individuals  had  evinced 
much  humanity  in  their  endeavours  to  mitigate 
the  fury  of  their  associates. 

This  bigotry  and  fury  I  consider  not  as  attrf- 

.  butableto  well  educated  and  well  informed  Roman 

catholics.     From  political  causes,  which  I  now 

hope  to  see  speedily  removed,   the  lower  orders 

are  so  degraded  by  superstition  and  enflamed  with 
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its  rancour,  compounded  with  political  *  and 
personal  resentment,  that  in  the  hour  of  triumph 
their  own  priests  and  leaders  were  unable  to 
prevent  the  pernicious  eflfects.  If  the  catholic 
clergy  were  salaried  by  the  state,  and  the  arm  of 
the  law  rendered'stronger  than  that  of  magistrates 
and  great  men  of  the  country,  we  might  hope  to 
see  shortly  a  moral  and  intellectual  improvement 
in  the  great  body  of  Irish  peasantry,  a  body  of 
splendid  elements,  very  well  deserving  the  atteui- 
(ion  of  a  wise  legislature. 

The  rebels  had  burned  only  a  very  small  part 
of  .the  town  of-Gorey,  and  only  two  houses  of 
gentlemen  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  those  of 
Jlamsfort  and  Clonattin ;  the  former  the  mansion 
of  Stephen  Ram,  Esq.  the  latter,  that  of  colonel 
Abel  Ram,  of  the  Wexford  regiment  of  militia. 
As  the  owner  of  the  latter  was  bravely  fighting 
agairist  the  insurgents,  its  destruction  can  cause 
no  surprise,  though  it  was  much  regretted  by 
many  among  them,  because  his  father  and  himself 
^n  succession  had  been  remarkable  for  their 
humanity  and  generosity  to  their  tenants.  The 
very  amiable  character  of  the  females  who  had 
dwelt  in  the  former — lady  Charlotte  Ram,  sister 
pf  the  Earl  of  Courtown,  ^nd  her  daughters,  who 
possess  the  disposition  of  the  Stopford  family — 
might  have  been  expected  to  save  it  fron^  the 
flames,  since  the  veneration  of  the  insurgents  for 
^  ftaracter  of  extraordinary  beneficenc?,  e\«u 

M 
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when  the  person  possessed  of  it  was  in  direct 
opposition  both  to  their  political  and  religious 
principles,  was  demonstrated  in  a  manner  which 
the  modesty  of  the  person  concerned  pehnits  mo 
not  to  mention. 

Repulsed  at  Arklow,  the  rebels  were  obliged 
to  adopt  a  defensive  plan.  They  hoped  to  tftain^ 
.  tain  at  least  some  of  their  posts  until  the  arrival 
of  a  French  army  should  alter  the  state  of  affairs. 
They  intended  not,  however,  to  omit  any  oppor- 
tunity of  annoyingtheir  opponents  ip  the  interim; 
and  the  main  body  of  their  force  posted  at  Qorey, 
and  on  Limerick  hill,  four  miles  distant,  fnoved 
away  twelves  mile^,  to  a  place  called  Mount-' 
pleasant,  near  the  town  of  Tinnehely,  in  the 
county  of  Wicklow.  This  to^n  and  neighbour- 
hood had  hitherto  been  protected  by  the  activity 
of  the  protestant  inhabitants,  who,  in  the  preceding 
April,  had  embodied  themselves,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty-one,  under  the  title  of  the 
TVwe-JB/we^of  Tinnehely,  choosing  Henry  Morton, 
Esq.  the  nejtt  resident  magistrate,  for  their  leader; 
and  imiting  with  the  Shilela  company  of  yeoman 
infantry;  under  captain  James  Morton,  in  con* 
junction  with  whom  they  performed  regular  and 
active  duty  both  day  and  night  The  town  was 
now,  on  the  17th  6f  June,  burned,  and  many 
bouses  in  the  countiy  around;  many  persons  were 
put  to  death  with  pikes,  under  the  charge  of 
being  Orangemen;  and  many  more  woiUd  have 
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suffered  if  tliey  had  not  been  spared^,  f^  the 
humane  intercession  of  a  Romanist  lady,  a  Mrs«' 
Maher,  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  True-Blues^ 
who  had  retreated  to  Hacketstown,  six  mile^ 
distant,  returned,  accompanied  by  other  companies 
and  troops  of  yeomen,  (thewboleformingabody 
of  about  five  hundred  men)  to  attack  the  rebels; 
but  finding  them  furnished  with  canaotii  and 
their  number  formidable,  they  again  retreated  to 
the  same  post.  On  the  following  day,  the  18th 
of  June,  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  which 
had  arrived  from  Baltinglass^  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-general  Pundas,  furnished  with  a 
train  of  artillery,  marched  from  Hackttstown, 
VfheK  the  True-Blues  were  left  as  a  garrison,  and 
went  to  attack  the  rebels  at  Tinnehely ;  but  these 
had  retreated,  and  taken  post  on  Kilcavan  hill— r 
a  lofty  eminence  two  miles  distant  from  Cainew. 
This  army  of  insurgents^  at  whose  head  was 
Garret  ByrnCi  of  Ballymanus,  a  Romish  gentle*- 
nan,  of  the  county  of  Wicklow,  h^  intended  to 
surprise  HacketstowP*  but  were  prevented  by  th? 
arrival  of  the  troops  under  D^ndas.  Thes^ 
troops,  forming  a  junction  with  thpse  of  general 
Loftus  fromTuUoWi  marched  t<>  attack  the  rebels 
on  Kilcavan.  To  surround  and  oblige  tlie  whole 
body  to  surrender,  was  thought  by  xmmy  a  ];p^tter 
of  easy  accomplishment,  but  this,  ww  judged  by ' 
general  Lake,  who  commanded  the  ^  comt^i^e^ 
Ibrces  on  that  occasion,  either  aQt  pra«ti(:al)le  ejr 
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itiot  adviseable;  for,  after  a  cannonade  on' both 
sides,  with  little  execution,and  tremendous  shouts 
of  defiance  from  the  rebels,  with  their  hats  raised 
on  pikes,-  according  to  their  constant  practice, 
the  general  retired  to  Camew,  and  Byrne's  army^ 
the  same  night,  the  £Oth  of  June,  directed  its 
inarch  t<^  Vinegar-hilL  , 

During  these  transactions,  the  rebels  who  had 
remained  in  tiorey  and  i^s  neighbourhood  were 
gradually  dispersing.  A  part  of  them  retired  to 
Wexford,  bringing  with  them  the  prisooers  who 
had  been  cohfined  in  the  market-house  of  Gorey. 
These  had  been  severely  treated;  they  had  been 
supplied  witli  food  only  once  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  cropped,'  pitch-capped,  and  exposed  from 
the  windows  to  the  insults  of  the  shouting 
multitudes  on  their  march  to  attack  Arklow. 
9om«'liad*  been  shot  or  piked  to  death.  Tlie 
mass  of*  remaining  rebels,  took  their  station 
on*  the  hill  of  Ask,  above  a  mile  from  Gorey^ 
on  tlie  way  to  Arklow.  After  the  battle  at  the 
last-named  town,  the  royal  army  remained  some 
days  close  within  Hs  quarters  there,  sending 
out  patrbles  with  great  cautiop,  at  first  to  a  very 
small  distance,  and  afterwards  graduaWy  farther. 
At  lasta  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry  ventured  so  far 
on  the  road  toward  Gorey  as  to  approach  near 
•-V  the  rebel  istation  on  Ask  hill     This  post  had 

V  y)€tti  so  thinned  by  perpetual*  desertions,  that  not  - 

l^ore  than  abbu^  a  hundred  men  $t  for  action 


^tte  then  Tem^ning  ia  it^ .  ?itid,tJifi?e  vithoujt  ,*. 
leader.  How  very  differently  different  men  may^ 
be  excited  to  act  by  th^r  natural  ,f(p!^(ing%  whcn^ 
under  no  external  controul)  pn  tlji^  sudden  appear* 
wee  of  dai^ger,  ws^  ibi:cibly,^ewn  oi^  thL^ 
occasion.  About haif  of  the  rebdLwarxiors  fled, 
\wtb  pi:ecipitati(TO  *t  tj^e  appm^tfr  of  ,tt^e  cavAlfy.f,' 
while  the  rest  of  them,  stripping  to  their  sbirts,^ 
that  they  might  be  more  expedite^fojr  thp  Jmsinesf^ 
ran  full  speed  to  charge  t^c  cavalry  )vith  their- 
pikes:  but  the  lattex. avoided  th^  attack,  and 
retreated  to  Arklow  with  expedition.,  .Imniedi-. 
ately  after  tdiis,  the  country,  about  Gorey  was 
cpraplet^y  evacuated-  by  the  rebel?,  to  the  nft 
small  3^y  of  many  loyalist  famiUes,%wlK),  by  tjbe 
suddCT  and  unexpected  victoi;y  over.  AValpQlje^^ 
Jiad  been  prevented  from  escaping,  and  oa  whom 
the  enemy  had  been  living  at  free  quarter,. 

The  army,  at  last,  under  majgr-gpneral  I>reed- 
ham,  nifQved  from. Arklow  to  Gqrey,  on  the  19th 
of  June,  and  theince  toward  Eiiniscorthy  op  the 
20th,  according  to  a  concerted  plan,  gonducted 
by  lieutenant-general  Lake,  that  the  gr?at  station 
of  the  rebels  at  Vinegar-hill  should  be  surrounded 
by  his  majesty's-  forces,  and  attacKecl  19  all  points 
at  once.  Fpr  this  purpose^  different  arniies  moved 
at  tbe  same  tinifjfrofti  different  quaftersr—orie 
under  .lieutenant-general  Dundas;  amither  under 
major-generals  Sir  James  Duff  and  toftus;  that 
already  mentioned  fjom  Arklow;  and  a  fpurth 


fVom  Boss,  tinder  major-generals  JohiiM(ki  an<! 
Eustace — ^who  were  to  make  the  attack  on  the 
town  of  Enniscorthy.  The  march  of  the  army 
from  Ross  was  a  kind  of  surprise  to  the  bands  of 
Philip  Roche  on  Lacken  hill,  who  fled  in  the 
u^o^t  confnsion,  leaving  their  tents  and  a  great 
quantity  of  plunder  behind;  and  separating  into 
two  bodies,  one  of  which  took  its  way  to  Wexford, 
the  other  to  Vinegar-Jjili,  where  the  Wexfordian 
insurgents  were  concentrating  their  force. 

This  now  fatbous  eminence,  rather  infamous 
as  a  scene  of  religious  butchery,  had,  with  the 
town  of  Enniscorthy  at  its  foot,  and  the  country 
fer  around,  been  in  possession  of  the  rebels  above 
three,  weeks  from  the  28th  of  May.  Duting  all 
this  time  the  face  of  affairs  had  been  indescri-^ 
tjably  hideous.  Horrors  and  incessant  apprehen- 
sions of  death  attended  the  hapless  protestants 
who  had  not  effected  their  escape  from  the  devoted 
ground: — they  were  everywhere  seized:  a  few 
put  to  death  where  they  were  discovered,  but 
most  of  tbem  dragged  to  Vinegar-hill,  where, 
after  a  sham  trial,  often  without  any  form  of 
trial,  they  Verc  Shot,  or  transfixed  with  pikes'; 
many  lashed,  or  otherwise  barbarously  treated 
before  the  final  execution.  To  state  with  indu- 
bitable accuracy  the  exact  number  Of  men  thus 
butchered  in  this  fatal  spot  I  will  not  pretend  to 
say ;  but  it  appears  from  unquestionable  docu- 
ments to  liave  Men  little  ihoit  of  four  hundreds 
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The  bloody  list  of  sacrifices  immolated  to  tlie 
spirit  of  religious  or  civil  rancour^  far  more 
t£specially  the  former,  would  have  still  been 
longer,  if  individual  humanity  or  friendship  had 
not  in  sopie  instances  interposed  to  arrest  the 
hand^of  murder.  This  interposition  came  some-^ 
times  from  a  quarter  whence  it  wasleastexpected. 
Thus  Philip  Roche  was  in  appearance  fierce  and 
sanguinary  ;^  yet  sevieral  persons  now  living  owe 
their  lives  to  his  boisterous  interference.  An  in« 
(tance  may  serve  in  some  small  degree  to  illustrate 
the  tumultuous  transactions  of  these  calamitous 
times* 

Two  proteatants,  in  a  respectable  situation  in 
life,  brotheps,  of  the  name  of  Robinson,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parbh  qf  Killegny,  being  seized  and 
carried  to  Vinegar-hill,  some  of  their  Roman 
catholic  tenants,  anxious  for  their  safety,  galloped 
at  full  speed  to  Roche's  quarters  at  Lacken,  and 
begged  his  assistance.  He  immediately  sent  an 
express  with  orders  to  bring  the  two  Robinsons 
to  Lacken,  pretending  to  have  charges  of  a 
criminal  nature  against  them,  for  which  they 
should  be  tried.  The  miscreants  on  Vinegar^hill, 
who  were  preparing  to  butcher  these  men^ 
though  they  were  advanced  in  years,  and  unim- 
peachable with  any  other  crime  than  that  of 
prdte&tautism,  on  receipt  of  Roche's  orders 
relinquished  their  prey,  not  doubting  that  death 
awaited  them  at  Lacken,    But  Roche^  whose 
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object  was  to  snatch  these  innocent  men  ftoxh 
the  jaws  of  the  blood-hoiinds,  immediately  on 
their  arrival  at  his  quarters,  gave  them  written, 
protections,  and  sent  them  to  their  homes,  where 
they  were  soon  after  in  danger  qf  being  hanged 
hy  the  king's  troops,  who  were  too  ready  to 
pronounce  disloyal  all  such  as  had  been  spared 
by  the  rebel  parties. 

A  few  persons,  after  being  supposed  to  be 
slain  outright,  recovered  so  far  as  to  attempt  ui 
escape,  but  were  apprehended  in  the  attempt; 
and  finally  dispatched.  The  recoveiy  of  Charles 
Davis  of  Enniscorthy,  a  glazier,  was  extraordi^ 
nary.  After  having  remained  four  days  con- 
cealed in  the  sink  of  a  privy,  during  which 
time  he  had  no  other  sustenance  than  tHe  raw 
body  of  a  cock,  which  had  by  accident  alighted 
on  the  seat,  he  fled  from  this  loathsome  abode^ 
but  was  taken  at  some  distance  from  the  town, 
brought  to  Vinegar-hill,  shot  through  the  body 
and  one  of  his  arms,  violently  struck  in  several 
parts  of  the  head  with  thrusts  of  a  pike,  whicb^ 
however,  penetrated  not  into  the  brain,  and 
thrown  into  a  grave  on  his  back,  with  a  heap  of 
earth  and  stones  over  him.  His  faithful  dog 
having  scraped  away  the  covering  from  his  face, 
and  cleansed  it  by  licking  the  blood,  h^ 
returned  to  life  after  an  interment  of  twelve 
hours,  dreaming  that  pikemen  were  proceeding 
to  stab    him,  and  pronouncing  the  nanae  of 
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lather  Roche,  by  whose  interposition  he  hoped 
to  be  released.  Some,  superstitious  persons 
hearing  the  name,  and  imagining  the  man  to 
have  been  revivified  by  the  favour  of  Heaven,  in 
order  that  he  might  receive  salvation  from  the 
pfiest,  by  becoming  a  catholic,  before  his  final 
departure,  took  him  from  the  grave  to  a  house, 
and  treated  him  with  such  kind  attention  that 
he  recovered,  and  is  now  living  in  apparently 
perfect  health. 

-The  exception  of  the  protestants  of  Killegny,- 
a  parish  five  miles  to  the  south-west  of  £nms* 
corthy,  of  which  I  am  at  present  the  incumbent, 
from  the  general  slaughter  of  such  as  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels  in  this  part  of    the 
country,     is    somewhat    remarkable,    not   one 
protestant  of  this  parish  having  been  killed  in 
the    rebellion,    nor  a    house    burned.      These 
people,  surrounded  on  all  sides  before  they  were 
aware,     found     flight     impracticable.      Their 
preservatioi!^    beside  secondary   causes,  appears 
chiefly  ascribable  to  their  temporising  confor- 
mity with  the  Romish  worship,  and  Xo  the  very 
laudable  conduct  of  the  parish  priest.    Father 
Thomas  Rogers,  who,  without  any  hint  of  a  wish 
for  their  actual  conversion,  encouraged  the  belief 
of  it  among  his  bigotted  flock.  A  few  indeed  of 
the  poorer  sort  of  protestants  in  thisparbh  remain 
tQ  this  day  couformists,  probably  through  fear 


170  HISTORY   OP   tH« 

of  a  second  insurr/ection-*  The  Rev.  Sailftid 
Francis,  my-  predecessor,  and  his  family,  after 
being  once  brought  to  the  Romish  chapel,  were 
permitted  ta  remain  at  home ;  bnt  were  in 
danger  of  perishing  for  want  of  sustenance,  nntil 
victuaLd  were  sent  th^em  by  the  same  priest,  and 
by  a  Roman  catholic  family  of  the  name  of 
Fitzhenry,  Mn  Frajicis,  however,  died  five 
months  after  the  rebellion,  perhaps  in  conse« 
quence  of  the  agitations  of  mind  which  he  had 
suffered.  We  may  naturally  suppose,  from  the 
tliien  prevailing  temper  of  the  multitude,  that  the 
fate  of  the  protestants  of  KiUegny  was  only 
su$peu<kd,  and  that  a  loiiger  continuance  of  the 
rebel  force  in  this .  quarter  mu^t  have  involved 
their  destruction.  A  ruthless  mob  were  collecting 
the  protestants  of  both  sexes  in  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Killan,  with  intention  to  burn  them 
alive  in  the  parish  churchy  or,  according  to 
their  phrase,  to  make  an  orange  pjfc  of  them.: 
for  which  purpose  a  sufficient  quantity  of  faggots 
was  prepared,  when  a  body  of  brave  yeomen 
from  Kiledjuond  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  and 
the  march  of  the  army  ftom  Ross,  prevented 
the  e^Lecution  of  the  infernal  design. 

This  army,  together  with  all  the  troops 
already  mentioned,  commanded  to  march  from 
different  quarters  to  surround  the  rebel  post  of 

*  They  are  now  again  all  become  protestants,  except  a 
young  man  named  Charles  Edwards.  - 
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VinegaT'-hill,  constituted  in  the  whole  amount 
a  force  of  above  thirteen  thousand  eflfective 
men,  with  a  forpiidable  train  of  artillery.  With 
such  a  force  the  whole  inaurgent  army  at  this 
post,  in  which  lay  almost  the  whole  strength  of 
the  rebellion,  must  have  been  annihilated  by 
slaughter  or  surrendry,  if  the  plan  had  been  w^l 
executed.  The  attack  began  at  seven  o'clock 
on  the.  morning  of  the  21st,  with  a  firing  of. 
cannon  and  mortaTS,  and  all  the  armies  were  in 
their  sevetal  posts,  except  that  of  general 
Needh'am,  who  arrived  not  at  the  appointed 
position  .till  nine,  when  the  business  was  over. 
Tor  this  the  honourable  commander  can  doubtless 
account  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  though  • 
•the  niiatter  is  n^t  clear  to  me.*  However,  this 
and  other  occurrences  gave  occasion  to  ^omc 

*  Sir  R.  Mu^;Tive  says,  that  tbis  piece  of  conduct  of  general 
Needham  anxe.  from  orders  incoos^tent,  and  impossible  to  be 
executed^  tent  him  by  general  Laloe.  A^  general  Lake  Is  cer- 
tainly of  no  such  puny  intellect  as  to  ment  the  title  of  an  old 

'  wvman,  he  bad  doubtless  good  reasons  for  vrhat  orders  he  issued* 
and  knew  how  to  apply  each  instrument  to  its 'proper  puq)ose. 

/The  commonly  received  opinioa  is»  that  general  jLakf, 
Unwillitig  to  permit  the  slanghter  of  so  many  thousands,  whi^ 
would  have  been  horrible  ;  or  to  urge  their  despair,  which  might 
have  been  dangerous ;  and  dbtrustii^  the  discipline  of  his 
men,  whoperhaps  eould  not  poenbly  be  restrained  from  slaughter 
in  case  of  the  surrendry  of  the  rebels,  contrived  a  gap  for  th^r 

.  csoape  in  the  quarter  of  general  t^eedham,  without  deigning  ta 
confide  his  plan  to  that  commander. 
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iH-natured  persons  to  bestow  on  him  the  epitlifit 
of  the  late  gmeral  Needkam.  The  rebels  after 
sustaining  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  small  arips 
for  an  hour  and  a  half,  abandoned  their  station 
and  fled  where  the  passage  lay  open  for  them, 
which  passage  has  J>een  ludicrously  termed 
Needhams  gapy  most  of  them  directingi  their 
course  toward  Wexford.  Some  hundreds  were 
killed,  who  were  found  straggling  from  the  main 
body  after  the  battle;  but  unfortunately  almost 
all  the  real  rebels  escaped^  and  the  killed  were 
persons  who  had  been  forced  away  contrary  to 
their  inclinations,  and  uho  took  this  opportunity 
of  escaping  from  the  rebel  army,  but,  as  they 
could  not  be  distinguished,  found  no  mercy^ 
some  of  them  were,  loyal  protestants,  prisoners 
with  the  rebels.*  As  the  flight  was  precipitate^ 
they  left  behind  them  a  great  quantity  of  rich 

*  Doctor  Hill,  of  Saint- Jolm's,  near  Ennisoordiy,  a  gentle- 
man highly  esteemedvby  all  his  acquaintances^  ucas  with  his  two 
'  brothers,  within  a  hair's  breadth  of  augmentihg  the  number  of 
slaughtered  loyalists  on  this  occasion.  These  three  gc^ttiemeiiiy 
who  had  been  prisoners  with  the  rebeh,  andin.^he  most  immi- 
nent danger  of  their  lives,  ran  Tor  protection  to  the  first  whom 
they  saw  of  the  royal  troops,  *and  these  happened  to  ke 
Hessians.  Three  of  these  protectors  immediately  put  thmr 
cocked  pistols  to  the  heads  of  the  three  gentlemen,  when  a 
pikeman,  running  at  full  speed  past  them  to  escape  from  other 
soldiers,  diverted  their  attention  for  the  moment :  they  thought 
proper  to  dispatch  him  first,  but  he  led  them  such  a>  chace  ag 
saved  the  gentlemen. 
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f)lunder,  together  with  all  their  catinon, 
amounting  to  thirteen  in  number,  of  which  three 
\vere  six-pounders.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the 
king's  forces  was  very  inconsiderable,*  though 
one  officer,  lieutenant  Sandys  of  the  Longford 
militia  v^as  killed^  and  four  others  slightly 
wounded,  colonel  King  of  the  Sligo  Regi* 
menti  colonel  Vesey  of  the  county  of  Dublin 
Regiment,  lord  Blaney,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Cole. 

Emiiseorthy  being  thus  recovered  after  having 
been  above  three  weeks  in  the  hands  of  the 
rebels,  many  loyalists  in  it  were  relieved  from 
a  dreadful  state  of  terror  and  distress.  Excesses, 
as  must  be  expected  in  such  a  state  of  affairs, 
were  committed  by  the  soldiery,  particularly  by 
the  Hessian  troops,  who  Qo-operated  with  the 
British  on  this  occasion,  and  made  no  distinction 
between  loyalists  and  rebels.  The  most  remark^r 
able  act  of  this  kind  was  the  firing  of  a  house 
which  had  been  used  as  an  hospital  by  the  rebels, 
where  a  number  of  men,  fourteen  at  least,  who 
by  wounds  and  sickness  were  unable  to  escape 
from  the  flames,  were  burned  to  a^hcs.  I  merely 
mention  the  fact,  which  is  too  consonant  with 
the  spirit  of  civil  and  religious  warfare.  Different 

'  ♦  The  loss  ia  general  Johnson's  anny  alone,  which  suffered 
4)aore  than  all  the  rest,  amounted  to  twenty  killed,  sixty --seven 
f^QUnded,'  and  six  missing. 
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teaders    will  judge  differently,    acoording   to 
their  several  feelings  and  prejudices.* 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  relieved  on  the  same 
day  with  Eriniscorthy.  Brigadier-general  Moore^ 
According  to  the  plan  formed  by  general  Lake^ 
hkvingmade  ^  movementtoward  that  quarter  from 
the  side  of  Ross,  on  the  19th,  with  abody  of  twelve 
hundred  troops,  furnished  with  artillery;  and 
having  directed  his  march  to  Taghmon,  in  his  in- 
tended way  to  Enniscorthy,  on  the  20th,  was,  on 
his  way  thither,  between  one  and  twoo'clockin  the 
afternoon,  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
from  Wexford,  perhaps  five  or  six  thousand, 
near  a  place  called  GofFs  bridge,  not  far  from 
'  Hereto wn. — After  an  action,  which  continued 
till  near  eight,  the  rebels  were  repulsed  with 
considerable  slaughter,  not  without  some  loss  on 
the  other  side,  though  the  only  two  officers 
mortally  wounded  were  major  Daniel,  and  lieu* 
tenant  Green,  This  engagement,  fought  in 
loose  array,  or  in  scattered  parties,  over  a  wide 
extent  of  ground,  was,  if  I  have  not  miscon* 
ceived  it,  on  a  comparison  of  several  accounts 
from  spectators  of  the  scene,  the  ,best  fought 
battU;  of  the  croppy  war,  with  respect  to 
manoeuvres  of  the  field  on  both  sides.  By  the 
positions  and  evolutions  of   the  soldiery,  and 

*  I  am  informed  by  ft  snigeoti,  thftt  die  burning  ttrss  acA 
dental ;  the  bed-clothes  bemg  set  on  fire  by  the  wadding  of  the 
soldieK*"  guns,  vho  were  shooting  the  patients  in  their  beds* 
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fhrfr  6wn  >*rant  of  subordination  to  their  chiefs 
the  pikemen  of  th6  rebels  trere  prevented  frota 
coming  into  Action ;  t^hile  no  more,  I  am 
criedibly  informed,  than  five  hundred  and  sixty 
of  their  gun-men  were  engaged.  Yet  th*  combat 
t<ras  long  doubtful.  In  the  Shott  space  of  threfc 
weeks,  an  undisciplined  and  unorganized  ttibh 
had  arrived  at  some  degree  of  military  skill,  and 
Acquired  much  resolution  in  battle : — a  lesson  to 
governments  to  lose  no  time  in  taking  the  most 
efficacious  ihe&ns  in  theit  power  to  extinguish 
Rebellion  in  its  first  blaze !  '  I  am  assured,  hoW** 
ever,  by  respectable  witnesses,  that  great 
numbers  in  this  rebel  army  ifianifested  much  fear 
and  reluctance  in  their  march  to  the  field  of 
battle,  frequently  halting  to  kneel,  and  pray, 
atid  receive  the  benedictions  of  the  clergy,  till 
Father  Roche  at  length  lost  all  patience,  and 
asked  them  with  a  hearty  curse  did  they  think 
ihat  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  pray?  And 
ihras  it  not  time  to  think  of  fighting  ?  The  plan 
of  Roche,  who  seems  to  have  been  intended  by 
fiature  for  a  military  m&n,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  to  surprise  the  towii  of  Ross  with  one  part 
of  his  army,  wh'de  the  other  was  engaged' with 
jgeneral  Moore ;  Which  plan  was  frustrated  by  th6 
irregularity  of  his  toen. 

Joined  by  tWo  regiments  under  lord  DalhoUsie, 
the  army  took  post  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
«>n  the  morning  of  the  21st  was  proceeding  t6 
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Taghmon,  when  captain  M*Manus,  of  tho 
Antrim,  and  lieutenant  Hay,  of  the  North-Cork 
militia,  who  had  been  prisoners  with  the  rebels^ 
arrived  with  proposals  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Wexford  to  surrender  the  town,  and  to  return 
to  their  allegiance,  provided  that  their  lives  and 
properties  should  be  guaranteed  by  the  com-t 
manding  officer.  To  these  proposals,  which 
were  forwarded  to  his  superior  commander,  no 
answer  was  returned  by  general  Moore;  but, 
instead  of  proceeding  to  Taghmon,  he  imme- 
diately directed  his  march  to  Wexford,  and 
stationed  his  army  within  a  nnle  of  that  town. 

The  loyalists  of  Wexford,  like  those  of  Ennis- 
corthy,  had,  since  the  place  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  insurgents,  been  in  a  state  of  woe 
and    incessant   fear.      Of  a  vast    number  of 
protestants  assembled  in  this  place,  inhabitants 
of  the  town,   and  refugees  and  prisoners  from 
several  parts  of  the  qountry,  two  hundred  and 
sixty  were  confined  in  the  goal,  and  other  places 
of  imprisonment;    the    rest  were  prisoners  in 
their  houses,  under  perpetual  apprehe^siops  of 
being  shot,  piked,  or  starved  to  death.     Among 
the  latter,  was  the  Rev.  John  Elgee,  rector  of 
Wexford,  whose  life  vas  saved  by  the  gratitude 
of  some  of  the  lowest  of  the  people,  for  th? 
Christian  charity  which  he  had  on  all  occasions 
manifested  to  unfortunate  wretches  committed 
to  the  public  prison.    The  R€v.  William  5a§.t<i 
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wood,  rector  of  Killan,  who  was  fully  entitled 
to  the  same  gratitude  on  the  same  account,  had 
the. good  fortune  to  escape  to  Waks  without 
hazarding  a  trial  of  this  virtue  in  the   rebels. 
Great  numbers  were  saved  by  the  humane  endea-*. 
vours  of  the  chiefs,  whose  influence,  though  very 
far  from  controuling  the  furious  rabble  in  all 
cases,  had  so  far  an  effect  as  to  prevent  the 
massacres  of  Wexford,   (which  were,  however, 
horribly  atrocious)   from    equalling  in   ei^tent 
those  of  Enniscorthy.     Tlie   phiefs  themselves^ 
particularly  those  few  among  them  who  l»ad  been 
educated  in  the  proitestant  religion,  were  in  p^r* 
petual  danger  of  death,  or  violence  at  least,  from 
the  ungovernable  multitude,  whom   they  had 
unwisely  hoped  to  command.  A  strong  instance. 
of  this  was,  that  captain  Keugh,  who  had  beea 
appointjed  governor  of  Wexford  by  the  rebels, 
was  OTkt  day,  as  he  was  sitting  in  committee  with 
a  number  of  other  chiefs,  arrested  by  a  common 
fellow,  by  the  authority  of  the  rabble,  as  a  traitor 
in  league  with  orange-men ;  and  when  the  arrest 
was  resisted  by  the  members  of  the  committee^ 
the  infuriate    multitude    without,    who    were 
crowded   together  in  thousands  in  the  streets, 
roared  with  horrid  vehemence  to  those  who  stood  ^ 
most  convenient  for  the  purpose,  to  drive  out  the 
committee,   and  piiU  down   the  house.      This 
alarming  tumult  was  appeased  by  the  address  of 
Keugh,    who,    in  a  speech  from  a  window. 
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displayed  on  the  occasion  no  despicable  Mefll 
of  eloquence. 

As  I  am  full5^  pefsuaded  that  most,  I  hopte 
all,  of  the-  febel  officers,  who  had  received  the 
education  of  gentlemen,  most  certainly  those' 
leho  were  protestdnts,   woiild  have  prevented 
massacres,  if  it  had  heeti  in  therr  power,  so  I 
have  reason    to  believe  that   some    low-bred 
j>ersoti«,  chosen  to  this  rank  by  the  rebels,  rather 
instigated  than  restrained  the  sanguinary  dispo- 
sition of  the  rabble.     Of  the  latter  description 
appears  to  have  been  Thomas  Dixon,  who  from 
a  oaptaht;  ^nd  in  part  owner,   of  a    trading 
vessel,   became'   captain    in    the    rebel    armyj 
a  man  who,  like  Robespierre,  and  other  unfeeling 
Ihonsters    in    the    French    revolution,     would 
probably,  in  case  of  success  on  the  side  of  the 
rebels,    have  endeavoured  to  raise  himself  ta 
eminence  by  excithig  the  lowest  of  the  rabble^ 
mnder  the  mask  of  zeal  for  their  cause,  to  the 
mnrder,   not  only  of  all  those  who  had  not 
acceded  to  their  party,  but  also  of  the  then 
existing   chiefs    of   the   insurrectiotp.     ©range 
furniture  ieing  found  by  the  wife  of  this  man 
iti  the  drawing-^room  of  Mr.   Le  H»nte,  four 
miles    from    Wexford,    particularly    two    fire- 
-screens,    with    emblematical     figures,     Dixon 
inf(Kmed  the  mob  that  this  room  had  been  the 
nteeting  place  of  orange-men,  and  that  the  figures* 
denoted    the    manner  in   Mhich  tl)e  Romoa 
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catholics  were  to  be   put  to  death  by  these 
conspirators ;  that  they  were  to  be  first  deprived 
/•f  their  sight,  and  then  burned  alive,  without  the 
exception  even  of  children;  and  particularly  that 
the  seamen  of  this  communion  were  to  be  roasted 
to  death  on  red-hot  anchors.     Le  Hunte,  who 
had  hitherto  been  permitted  to  remain  with  little 
molestation  in  a  private  house  in  the  town,  was 
instantly  dragged  into  the  street  by  the  rabble, 
who  would  soon  have  torn  him  in  pieces,  if  he 
had  not  been  saved  by  the  exertions  of  two  of 
the  chiefs,  Edward  Hay,*   and  Robert  Carty, 
who  hurried  him  into  the  gaol,  underpretence 
of  bringing  him  to  trial,   and  parried  in  tht 
crowd  the  thrusts  of  the  pikes,  two  of  which,  ia 
spite  of  their  endeavours,  wounded  him  slightly 
in  the  back. 

In  so  perturbed  a  state  of  affairs,  among  a 
mob  so  absurdly  credulous,  so  imflammable  and 
ferocious,  a  general  m^sacre  might  justly  be 
apprehended ;  and  if  partial  massacres  had  fre* 
quently  taken  place  we  could  not  be  surpriseiL 
On  the  6th  of  June,  the  day  after  the  battle  of 
Ross,  perhaps  as  an  immolation  to  the  departed 
$ouls  of  Romanists  killed  in  that  bloody  encounter, 
ten  men  were  selected  for  execution  by  a  rebel 
guard  sent  for  that  purpose  from  Enniscorthy. 

*  I  am  convinced  that  Mr.  Hay  had  no  command  amontf 
the  rebels,  and  exerted  himself  only  to  savt  lives  and  property. 
See  aj^ndix,  No.  S. 
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These  victims  were  protestants  from  that  unfortu- 
nate place;  and  thither  they  were  conveyed  back 
by  the  guard,  and  ma«ssacred.  The  difference  in 
degree  of  resentment  shewn  bj^  the  rebels  to  the 
loyalists  of  Enniscorthy  and  Wexford  may  have 
arisen  from  the  different  receptions  which  they 
had  foujid  at  these  two  tOAvus ;  the  yeomen  and 
volunteers  of.  the.  former  having  fought  %vith  a 
valour  fatal  io  many  of  the  assailants,  while  the 
Iflj^tef  had  suriiendered  without  a  struggle,  the 
post,  being  abandoned  by  the  army,  whose  retreat 
w;as.  notified  by  a  deputation  to  the  rebels.  This 
distinction,  however,  could  produce  only  a  short 
tespite.  A  general  slaughter  of  the  prisoners^ 
to  which  the  townsmen  of  Wexford  were  adversey 
wadtwice.in.vain  attempted  by  Dixon,  at  the  head 
of  bands  of  peasants.  He  was  magnanimously 
apposed,  first  by  one  Hore,  a  butcher,  and  next 
fcy.PRe  Scallion  a  nautical  trader,  the  foi-mer  with 
a  Bword,  the  latter  with  a  pistol,  defying  him  to 
single  combat^  and  insisting  that  he  must  skexo 
himself  a  miin  before  he  should  dare  to  put 
liefj^peleas  men  to  death. 
_  Dixon,  however,  relinquished  not  his  bloody 
design,  and  at  length,  on  the  20th  of  June, 
conifneujced  a  great  massacre,  doubtless  intended 
to  be  much  greater,  probably  universal,  of  all  the 
prisoners,  perhaps,  of  all  the  loyalists  in  Wexford. 
The  victims  wei'e  conducted  insuccessive  parcels, 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  with  horrible  solemnity— 
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fach  parcel  surrounded  by  its  guard  of  butchers, 
and  preceded  by  a  black    flag  marked  with  a 
white  cross,  to  the  place  of  execution,   where 
they  were   variously   put  to  death,    one  after 
another,  but  mostly  each  by  four  men  at  once, 
v^ho  stan^ling  two  before  and  two  behind  the 
victim,  thrust  their  pikes  into  the  body,  and 
raising  it  from  the  ground,  held  it  suspended, 
writhing   with   pain,    while    any  signs  of  life 
appeared.     Some  were  slaughtered  at  tha  gaof, 
some  at  the  market  house,  but  the  great  butchery 
was  on  the  bridge — a  magnificent  wooden  fabric, 
ill  adapted,   from  the  beauty  and  gaiety  of  its 
appearance,  for  such  hideous  exhibitions.     As 
an  entertaining  spectacle,   in  fact,    it  seems  to 
iiave  been  regarded  by  a  multitude  of  wretches, 
the  greater  part  women,  assembled  to  behold  it^ 
who  rent  the  air  with  shouts  of  exultation  on  the 
arrival  of  each  fresh  parcel  of  victims  at  the 
fatal  spot; — ^The  wife  of  Thomas  Dixon,  already 
mentioned,  a  worthy  associate  of  such  a  man, 
requestecT  that  the  prisoners,    instead  of  being ' 
slaughtered  at  the  gaol,  should  be  conducted  to 
the  bridge  for  the  purpose,  that  the  people  might 
have  Xht  pleasure  of  seeing  them.     Dixon  himself 
is  said  to  have  prepared  his  immediate  followers 
for  their  bloody  work  by  Whiskey,  and  to  have 
taken  possession  of  the  town  and  gaol  while  the 
inain  body  of  the  rebel  garrison  was  on  its  marcb 
against  general  Moore.. 
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When  ninety-seven  men  had  been  deliberately 
butchered  in  succession,  the  slaughter,  which 
had  commenced  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
was  suddenly  stopped  at  seven,  by  the  interference 
of  Father  Currah,  and  the  annunciation  of  the 
alarming  intelligence  that  the  post  of  Vinegar- 
hill  was  beset  by  the  king's  troops,  and  that 
reinforcements  were  required  in  that  quarter. 
Father.  Curran  having  vainly  supplicated  the 
iifisassins  to  desist,  commanded  them  to  pray 
before  they  should  proceed  farther  in  the  work 
of  death,;  and  having  thus  caused  them  to  kneel, 
'  dictated  a  prayer  that  God  would  shew  the  mmc 
mercy  to  them  which  they  should  shew  to  the 
surviving  prisoners.  ^  The  respite  thus  procured 
would  have  doubtless  been  short,  if  the  exhorta* 
tions  qf  the  priest  had  not  been  aided  by  the 
news  of  danger,  which  was  announced  aloud  by 
some  person,  said  to  be  Richard  Moniighan,  or 
Monck,  arriving  hastily  in  the  town,  and  which 
caused  the  multitude  of  spectators  immediately 
to  disperse.*  The  surviving  captives  at  the 
bridge  were  after  a  short  pause  re-conducted  to 
prison  by  their  guard,  who  swore  that  the  next 
day  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child  of  the 
protestants  in  Wexford  should  be  left  alive. 

♦  MoAagban  ha^  been  what  is  ciklled  mayor  (f  Johnstreefg 
an  o£Bcer  peculiar  to  Wexford,  elected  by  the  lowest  class  of 
inhabitants,  who  pay  him  a  voluntaiy  obedknce  in  various 
regulations. 
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Muc%  ha$  been  written  in  the  accusation  and 
defence  of  the  Romanist  clergy  of  Wexford,  *ho 
are  said  to  have  refused  to  interfere  until  five 
hours  of  butchery  had  elapsed,  apd  the  news  of 
the  menacing  movements  of  the  king's  forces 
arrived;  though  their  influencemightbe  supposed 
^  powerful  at  two  o'clock,  when  the  massacre 
commenjced,  as  at  seven.  I  must  confess  myself 
incompetent  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  in  this 
pontroversy,  To  attempt  to  stop  thp  slaughter 
of  real  or  supposed  rebels,  where  the_  loyalists 
were  victorious,  would  have  l)een  not  only  alto- 
gether fruitless  in  a  protestant  clergyman,  but 
even  extremely  dangerous  to  his  personal  safety. 
Certainly  the  influence  of  the  Romish  clergy  over 
their  followers  (which,  however,  ^eems  at  present 
in  a  state  of  decline)  is  beyond  all  comparison 
greater  than  that  of  the  protestant  over  theirs: 
yet  to  what  extent  that  influence  might,  among 
so  infuriate  ^  rabble,  have  been  safely  or  success? 
fully  exerted;  or  how  far  constitutional  timidity, 
or  well  grounded  fear,  may  be  justly  admitted 
9s  a  plea,  I  cannqt  pretend  to  determine.  Dr, 
(paijlfielcl,  the  Jlomish  bishop,  succeeded,  with 
apparently  ^xtreine  difficulty,  in  his  endeavours 
to  rescue  from  the  assassins,  lord  Kingsborough, 
colonel  of  the  North- Cork  regiment  of  militia^ 
who  had  rendered  himself  particularly  an  object 
Qf  hatred,  at  least,  to  the  rebels,  by  actions, 
poflcerning  the  utility  of  which  to  the  loyal  party 
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1  shalll  il6t  ptesume  to  give  judgment,  but  leave 
the  decision  to  the  loyalists  of  Wexford,  who  saw 
the  exartiple  which  he  set,  and  the  discipline 
which  he  maintained  in  the  regiment.*  The 
limitation  of  the  doctor's  interference  to  a  person 
of  high  rank,  who  miglit  in  reverse  of  fortune 
repay  the  service,  has  with  seeming  justifce  been 
,  deemed  by  some  a  proof  of  interested  conduct; 
ftnd  his  success,  in  favour  of  so  obnoxious  a 
subject,  an  irrefragible  argument  of  his  ability  to 
save  many  others. 

The  doctor,  however,  has  written  a  good 
pamphlet  in  his  own  vincJication,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  part  of  his  narrative: — "  Having  received  a 
ttiQst  pressing  message  from  Lord  Kingsborough 
and  captain  Keugh,  early  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday  the  21st  of  June,  1798,  I  hastened  to 
them,  to  the  house  of  Robert  Meyler,  where 
Lord  Kingsborough  was  still  a  prisoner.  On  my 
arrival,  captain  Keugh  told  me  he  had  that 
morning  given  up  the  government  of  the  town 
to  Lord  Kingsborough,  and  the  mayoralty  to 
Dr.  Jacob:  they  both  told  me  that  the  rebels 

were  beaten  and  routed  every  where,  and  were 

t 

*  T^  nobleman  had  been  in  Dublin,  absent  from  his  r^i- 
xnent,  when  Wexford  was  taken  by  the  rebels  ;  and  was  so  full 
of  that  confidence  which  was.  observed  in  many  officers  in  those 
times,  that  he  would  not  believe  the  nevra  of  the  disaster ;  and 
going  from  ArUow  by  sea  to  join  his  Regiment  in  Wexford, 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  harbour. 
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pouring  into  the  town  by  thousands  from  all 
quarters;  that  if  they  continued  any  time  in 
the  town,  they  would  proceed  to  murder  all  the 
prisoners,  as  they  had  declared  the  day  before; 
and  that  if  the  troops  should  overtake  them  ia 
the  town,  they  would  make  a  general  slaughter  , 
of  them,  and  perhaf>s  indiscriminately  of  the 
inl^abitants,  and  reduce  the  town  to  ashes;  that 
the  only  means  of  preventing  these  shocking 
disasters  was  to  get  the  rebels  out  of  the  town; 
that  a  strong  representation  of  their  own  dang^r^ 
and  of  Lord  Kingsborough's  negociaiians  with  the 
tnilitary  commanders  ^nd  government,  .would* 
have  more  weight  with  the  rebels  than  any 
cxhoitations  or  consideration  of  duty.  They 
then  called  on  and  conjured  me  to  exert  myself; 
and  to  call  the  rest  of  the  clergy  to  help  me  to 
prevail  on  the  rebels,  as  they  came  in,  to  leave 
the  town  for  their  own  and  the  general  safety. 

**  In  this  state  of  things  1  did  not  skulk  or  fly 
(as  perhaps  I  'might  j;  I  immediately  sent  to  the 
clergy:  they  came  to  assist  me,  and  not  only 
they,  but  many  or  most  of  the  Roman  catholic 
inhabitants  of  Wexford,  loyal  men,  (though 
some  to  save  themselves  had  been  obliged  to  ' 
appear  as  rebels)  nay,  even  real  professed  rebels 
aided  us.  Mr.  Perry,  the  notable  captain  Dixon, 
&c.  helped  us.  We  did  our  utmost  from  nine 
or  ten  in  the  morning  to  the  going  down  of  the 
sun^  and,  under  God,  we  succeeded  in  prevailing 
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on  the  rebels  to  leave  the  town,  and  thereby 
prevented  all  the  mischief  and  misfortunes  which 
might,  and  probably  would  attend  and  foUpw 
from  their  remaining  in  it 

'^  It  is  obvious  that  Lord  Kingsborough  might 
have  been  spared  or  saved,  for  reasons  or  circum- 
stances that  did  i)ot  operate' for  others,  or  for  any 
other  individual  He  was  a  nobleman  of  interest 
^nd  consequence,  an  important  hostage,  a  military 
Tnan  treatingwith  military  commanders  for  famur-i 
ftble  terms  for  the  rebels.  These  circumstances 
and  considerations  did  not  attend  or  attach  tQ 
Other  individuals,  which  must  have  weight  with 
even  a  rebel  in  his  serious  and  cpoi  senses, 
particularly  in  so  perilous  a  situation.  Hence  I . 
think  it  fair  to  say  that  his  lordship  might  have 
been  spared,  though  others  had  suffered.  But, 
I  thank  God,  the  truth  is,  no  one  suffered  ou 
that  day  or  dccasion.  •  My  interference  was  not 
limited  to  any  person  of  any  rank,  but  for  all: 
iny  cpmii^ct  was  disinterested,  and  my  intention 
pure.'*  The  doctor  defies  mle  to  deny  with  effect 
what  he  has  here  stated.  Bpt  \  have  apparently, 
no  right,  and  therefore  no  inclinatipti  to  deny 
the  doctor's  statement.  I  insert  in  appendix, 
J^o.  5,  a  letter  from  him  to  a  mjjgistfate,  which 
appears  to  be  much  in  his  favour. 

In  fact  Lord  Kingsborough  was  considered  by 
the  rebel  chiefs  as  a  valuable  hostage;  an4 
perhaps  if  they  had  fully  availed  themselves^  qf 
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this  advantage,  some  terms .  might  have  been 
obtained  in  their  fdvour ;  though  of  the  lives  of 
hostages  in  general  no  account  seems  to  have 
been  made  by  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's 
troops.  The  offers  of  surrcndry  transmitted  by 
captain  M'Manus,  already  mentioned,  and  foTr 
warded  by  general  Moore  to  his  superior,  were 
disdainfully  rejected  by  general  Lake  who  returned 
for  answer  that  no  terms  could  be  granted  to 
jebels  in  arms,  but  that  the  deluded  multitude 
. »  might  have  peace  and  protection  when  their  arms 
and  leaders  should  have  been  delivered  into  his 
hands. 

This  deluded  multitude  would  certainly  have 
committed  a  tremendous  massacre  on  the  SIst 
of  June,  ihfi  day  of  general  Moore's  march 
toward  Wexford,  if  they  had  not  been  persuaded 
by  their  devoted  leaders  that  conditions  of  snr- 
rendry  would  be  obtained,  for  this  purpose 
lord  Kingsborough,  who  on  the  occasioti  entered 
into  certain  engagements  in  favour  of  the  rebels, 
was  liberated,  made  governor  of  the  town,  and 
charged  with  proposals  to  be  swt  to  general 
Moore.  How  far  his  lordship  endeavoured  to 
fulfil  those  engagements,  which  was  probably 
quite  beyond  his  power,*.  I  am  not  authorized 

^  Ensign  Harman  of, the  ]North-G>rky  being  sent  by  hfs 
lordship  with  proposals  to  general  Lake,  was  intercepted  and 
shot,  by  order  of  the  fanatic  Father  Murphy,  who'  said  that 
^  he  would  have  no  peace.*    When  his  lordship  he^d  of^  Har- 
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to  say ;  but  a  relisince  on  them  was  doubtless  the 
cause  of^  pre^nting  some  leaders  from  attempting 
to  escape.  Others,  indeed,  some  of  whom  are 
still  alive,  had  no  reliance  oq  them.  How  dif- 
ficult the  prevention  of  massacre  was  at  that 
time  may  in  some  degree  be  conceived  from  the 
following  instance. 

*  After  the  evacuation  of  Wexford  by  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels,  Father  Philip  Roche,  accom- 
panied by  three  gentlemen  of  that  denomination, 
met  in  his  way  out  of  town  four  men  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Enniscorthy,  who  said  that 
they  were  going  into  Wexford  to  put  the  prisoners 
to  deatb,  since  others  had  not  the  courage  to  do 
it.  While  Roche  with  a  draw'n  sword  com- 
manded them  to  turn  back  without  entering  the 
to\^D,  and  one  of  them  with  a  blunderbuss  pre- 
sented at  him,  swore  that  none  should  prevent 
them,  the  three  gentlemen  of  Roche's  company 
fied  "from  the  wind  of  such  contentiop,"  leav- 
ing him  to  contend  alone  with  the  four  murderers. 
After  a  furious  altercation  the  matter  was  com- 
pounded. The  murderers  took  a  solemn  oath 
^and  an  oath  to  a  priest  is  peculiarly  binding) 
that  they  would  merely  take  a  little  refreshment, 
and  immediately  quit  the  town  without  the  per« 
petration  of  any  mischief. 

ihan*8  death  he.  coolly  said,  Kthe  devil  mend  him.*  Hanrnn 
had  been  an  amiable  and  brave  officer,  with  a  wife  and  family, 
but  he  bad  not  been  subservienl  to  the  indulgence,  of  the  vices 
of  any  superior  officer. 
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Not  therefore  without  reason  Mjpre  horrible 
apprehen3ions  entertained,  concerning  the  danger 
of  their  friends  in  Wexford,  by  the  loyalists  itt 
general  Moore's  camp ;  and  captain  Boyd,  whose 
amiable  consort,  niece  to  the  earl  of  Courtown, 
together  with  all  the  rest  of  his  family,  was 
in  prison,  entreated  the  general  to  march  with- 
out delay  into  the  town  to  prevent  the  appre- 
liended  massacre,  or  to  permit  him  to  take  a 
party  of  soldiers  with  him  for  the  purpose.  As 
the  general,  probably  from  a  fear  of  the  excesse$ 
which  might  be  committed  by  the  soldiery,  who 
perhaps  might  not  be  easily  restrained  from 
licentious  acts,  in  the  execution  of  such  a  mea«» 
sure^  assented  not  to  his  request,  the  captain 
at  length  ventured  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after* 
nooiij  with  only  eight  yeomen  of  his  troop,  to 
gallop  into  Wexford,  and  happily  found  it  aban- 
doned by  the  rebel  forces,  part  of  whom  bad 
passed  over  the  bridge  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
river  Slaney,  and  the  rest  in  an  opposite  divec^ 
tion  into  the  barony  of  Forth.*  Thus  to. retreat, 
without  further  injury  to  the  loyalists  in  their 

•  That  someof  tlie  rebels  were  still  in  town  (some  say,  rely- 
ing on  their  imagined  capitulation)  and  that  shots  were  fired  at 
captain  Boyd's  party,  but  without  effect,  (for  what  end  I  cannot 
dearly  understand)  is  asserted  by  indubitable  authority.  It  it 
probable  that  a  few  desperadoes  had  remained  for  some  bad 
purpose,  the  execution  of  which  was  prevented  by  the  i(ppear* 
ance  of  this  t)rave  little  band.  The  probability  of  this  may  be 
supported  by  what  1  have  related  of  Roche's  renooiuter. 
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power,  they  had  been  induced  by  the  ^mina^tf* 
ment  of  son^e  chiefs,  particularly  Mr.  Keugh^ 
who  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  king's  troops^ 
hoping  doubtless  that  the  services  rendered  on 
this  occasion  might  procure  him  impunity. 
Detachments  of  the  army  soon  following  captain 
Boyd,  the  surviving  prisbners,  to  the  number 
of  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  who  had  been 
miserably  fed  witli  cows'  heads  and  'potatoeSi 
were, .  to  their  inexpressible  joy,  set  at  liberty* 
What  number  had  been  massacred  during  thd 
whole  time  of  the  rebels  possession,  I  cannot 
state  with  accuracy,,  but  I  believe  it  to  have 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  onCi 

While  the  surviving  loyalists  in  Wexford  weife 
rejoicing  at  their  deliverance,  a  very  tragic  scene 
%vas  acted  in  Gorey*  On  the  departure  of  general 
Needham  from  the  latter  town  to  Vinegar-hill, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  he  had  sent  an  express  to 
captain  Holmes,  of  the  Durham  regiment,  who 
commanded  in  Arklow,  ordering  him  to  dispatch 
immediately  to  Gorey  that  part  of  the  Gorey 
cavalry  who  remained  in  Arklow,  and  informing 
^  him,  that  on  their  arrival  at  their  place  of  desti- 
nation, they  should  find  an  officer  to  command 
them,  and  a  large  force  with  which  they  were  to 
unite.  By  the  same  express  the  Gorey  infantry 
were  ordered. to  remain  in  Arklow;  but  these, 
aad  the  refugee  inhabitants  of  Gorey,  hearmgof 
a  large  force  to  protect  their  town,]\vere  so  impa- 


ttent  to  revisit  their  homes,  tliat  they  followed 
the  cj^valry  contrary  to  orders.  This  body  of  ^ 
cavalry,  aiDounting  only  to  Seventeen  in  number^ 
found  on  their  Jtrrival  in  Gorey,  to  their  astonish- 
ment, not  an  officer  or  soldier.  They,  however, 
had  the  courage  or  temerity  to  scour  the  countrf 
in  search  of  rebels,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
others  who  had  joined  them,  and  killed  about 
.  fifty  men  whom  they  found  in  their  houses,  or 
straggling  homeward  from  the  rebel  army.  On 
the  22d,  a  body  of  about  five  hundred  rebels, 
unrfer  the  conduct  of  Perry,  retreating  from 
Wexford,  and  directing  their  march  to  the  Wick- 
low  mountains,  received  information  of  this 
-slaughter,  and  the  weakness  of  the  party  com- 
mitting it.  They  instantly  ran  full  speed  to  the 
town,  determined  on  vengeance.  On  intelli- 
gence of  their  approach,  lieutenant  Gordon,,  a 
youth  of  mily  twenty  years  of  age,  who  had  the 
command,  marched  his  men  (consisting  of  four- 
teen infantry,  beside  the  cavalry  out  of  the  town 
to  meet  the  enemy,  and  took  post  in  an  advan- 
tageous position  near  a  place  called  Qiarlotte* 
grove,  where  they  fired  some  vollies  on  the  rebels, 
.  seven  of  whom  they  killed ;  but  finding  that  they 
-must  be  immediately  surrounded  and  <lestroyed 
if  they  should  attempt  to  maintain  their  post, 
they  retreated,  and  each  horseman  taking  a  foot- 
man behind  him,  fled  through  the  town  toward 
Arklow*     As  by  this  motion  the  refugees,  who 
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had  returned  from  Arklow,  and  were  now  attempt- 
ing to  escape  again  thither,  were  left  exposed  to 
the  pursuit  of  the  enraged  enemy,  the  officer 
attiempted  to  rally  the  yeomen  on  the  road,  to 
cover,  if  possible,  the  flight  of  these  unfortunate 
people ;  but  the  yeomen  galloped  away  full  speed 
to  Arklow  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances,  and  the 
refugees  were  slaughtered  along  the  road  to  the 
number  of  thirty-seyen  men,  beside  a  few  who 
were  left  for  dead,  but  afterwards  recovered.  No 
women  or  children  were,  injured,  because  the 
rebels,  who  professed  to  act  on  a  plan  of  retalia* 
tion,  found  on  inquiry  that  no  women  or  children 
of  their  party  had  been  hurt  This  was  owing 
to  the  humanity  of  a  young  gentleman  of  Seven- 
teen years  of  age  in  the  yeoman  cavalry,  who 
had  by  his  remonstrances  restrained  his  asso«- 
ciates  from  violence  with  respect  to  the  fair  sex. 
In  the  action  of  this  day,  which  will  be  long 
remembered  in  Gorey  undqr  the  title  of  Bloody 
Fridatfj  only  three  of  the  yeoman  infantry  were 
killed,  and  none  of  the  cavalry.  The  rebels  hav- 
ing accomplished  their  purpose  of  revenge,  their 
only  motive  for  deviatin*  from  their  course  to 
visit  Gorey,  resumed,  after  a  short  repast,  their 
march  to  the  Wicklow  mountains. 


mini  nra£U9«.  igs 


CHAP.  IV^ 

^arijf^&ottdgh  gap^Ghre's  hridge^CasiUtomtr^^ 
Kilevmny-^HQckeisioum'^PerrySaHyeUis  ^  BdJ^m 
rakeen  ^  BalbfguUin  ^^  Gl^nard-^InctirsiM'^DiS' 
Persian. 

Mountains  now,  and  other  devious  fccesSes, 
since  their  expulsion  froth  Ennisccftthy  anct 
Wexford,  were  the  only  retreats  of  the  rebels,  of 
whom  those  who  remained  in  armi,  endeavoured 
by  rapid  movements  from  on*  strong  position  to 
another  to  elude  the  king^s  forces,  and  thus  to 
protract  the  war  until  thcf  arrival  of  their  foreiga 
allies.*  In  the  time  of  the  dperatioW  already 
related,  by  which  the  rebels  of  the  county  a( 
Wexford  were  reduced  to  this  situatiori^  occur- 
rences had  elsewhere  taken  pTace,  soriie  of  Which 
are  to  be  nbticed.  Thejirovlhce  of  Ulstiir;  inhere 
insurrection  had  been  most  of  all  dreade^d,  alid 

tvhcre  from  the  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  it  wduld^ 

1         .    .    "•• 

*  TheirexpeGtatioBof  fiiMigmsHdceiir  was^exRBeMedin  tte 
following  vene  of  one  of  the  soogi,  whidi  tbqr  were  aocoMoovrf* 
^  nog  at  this  time. 

Up  the  rocky  mounUdn  and  down  tbe  boggy  gljnir 
We'U  keep  them  ia  agitation  until  the  FnsDUBli  come  ia# 
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if  exteusivc,  have  been  most  of  all  formidable-^ 
remained  undisturbed,  excepting  two  districts, 
^jjrhere,  as  the  insurgents  were  unsupported,  they 
were  soon  suppressed.  Neither,  from  the  prin-- 
ciples  of  the  northern  people,  better  educated, 
and  possessing  more  of  the  purity  of  true  religion, 
were  the  insurgents  of  this  quarter  deliberately 
giiilty,  except  in  one  instance,  of  the  plunder, 
dcfvestation,  and  murder  of  the  southern. 

One  of  these  insurrections  was  in  the  county 
of  Antrim,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  f^wn  of 
that  nacnC}  on  the  7th  of  June.  A  meeting  of 
magistrates  being  appointed  to  be  held  on  that 
day  in  Antrim,  for  the  prevention  of  rebellioiiji 
the  insurgents,  /ith  design  of  seizing  the  persons 
f>t  these,  attacked  the  town  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  soon  overpowering  the  troops 
>^ithii|  it,  very  nearly  gained  possession.  Major- 
general  Nugent,  who  con^manded  in  that  district^ 
having  received  intelligewce  of  the  intended 
rising^  and  the  immediate  object  of  it,  had 
;4drdered  a  body  of  troops  to  march  to  Antrim, 
who  arrived  too  late  to  prevent  the  rebels  from 
the  ^ecution  of  their  design  in  the  attack  of 
the  town.  They  thea  attacked  the  insurgents  in 
the  tow^,  hut  their  van-guard,  consisting  of 
tavahy,  being  repulsed  with  the  loSs  of  twenty- 
three  men  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  three 
were  officers,  colonel  Durham,  who  commanded 
the  trooJ)s,  brought  the  artillery  to  batter  the 
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tomii  which  oUiged  the  insurgents  to  nbaodon 
it,  together  with  a  six-pgtinder  which  they  had 
brought  with  them,  and  two  curricle  guns  .which 
they  had  taken  from  th^  king's  army.  They 
were  pursued  toward  Shane's-castle  and  Randals- 
town>  with  slaughter,  and  perhaps  may  have 
lost  in  all  near  two  hundred.  In  this  engage- 
ment colonel  Lumley,  of  the  S8d  regiment  of 
dragoons,  and  lieutenant  Mur|)hy,  were  wounded; 
comet  Dunn  was  killed ;  and  Lord  O'Neil  was 
mortally  wounded.*  A  small  body  also  assaulted 
the  town  of  LamCi  but  received  a  repulse  from 
the  garrison  in  the  barrack,  consisting  of  a 
detachment  of  the  Tay  fencibles,  under  a  subal- 
tern officer.  Feeble  attempts  were  also  made  at 
Ballymena  and  Ballycastle. — The  main  body 
afterward  retired  to  Donnegar-hill,  where,  dis« 
gusted  with  their  want  of  success  and  other 
circumstances,  the  greater  part  broke  or  surren- 
dered their  arms,  and  almost  all  of  them  dis- 
persed, to  which  they  were  exhorted  by  a  magis- 
trate^  named  M*Cleverty,  tvho  had  been  takos^ 
prisoner  by  them. 

On  the  day  succeeding  that  of  the  rising  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  a  partial  insurrection  com«» 

*  Lord  O'Neil  bad  lidden  into  tbe  town  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing of  the  magistrates,  not  knowing  that  the  rebels  were  in 
possession  of  it.  He  shot  one  who  had  seized  the  bridle  of  hit 
hone,  after  which'  he  was  dragged  from  his  saddle,  and  Se 
wounded  with  pikes  that  he  died  la  a  few  days* 
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menced  in  that  of  Down-^a  body  of  insurgents 
making  their  appeartinc^  near  Saintfield,  under . 
the  command  of  an  inhabitant  of  Newtownards, 
a  Dr.  Jackson.  In  their  progress  through  the 
country  they  set  fire  to  the  house  of  a  man  named 
Mackee,  who  had  been  an  informer  of  treason- 
able meetings :  eleven  persons  perished  in  the 
flames — and  circumstances  of  cruelty  were  shewn 
not  inferior  io  thogis^of  the  burning  at  ScuUa- 
bogue.  Electing  for  their  general,  Henry 
Munro,  a  shop-keeper  of  Lisburn,  they  placed 
themselves^  on  the  9th,  in  ambuscade^  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Saintfield^  awaiting  the  ap* 
proach  of  a  body  of  troops  under  colonel  Staple- 
ion,  consisting  of  York  fensible»  and  yeoman 
iavalry.  The  ambnscade  so  fiir  auAeeeded,  that 
the  royal  troops  were  for  some  thnc  in  danger  of 
total  defeat — losing  about  sixty  of  their  tiumber, 
amo©!^  whom  were  captain  Chetwynd,  lieutenant 
Unltti  and  etisign  Sparks,  aiid  al^  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mortimer,  vicar  of  Portaferry,  who  had 
vi^luiitftred.*— The  infaiun%  hmvever,  on  whom 
the  cavalry  had  been  driven  back  in  confusion^ 
tallying  with  a  cool  inti^epidity  not  Common  in 
those  times,  dislodged  and  dispersed  the  rebeb; 
and  after  a  stay  of  two  hours  on  the  field  of  battle, 
retreated  to  Bcffast . 

«  Little  discouraged  by  this  defeat,  in  which 
their  ic^s  was  very  small,  the  rebels  reassembled, 
»nd  took  post-at-lfellynalnnch,  oa  the  Wiiid-^ 
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pnlV'hWl;  and  at  the  house  and  in  the  demesnp 
of  lordMoir}.  Oa  the  12th,  general  Nugeotp 
I3fiarchiiig  from  |3clfast,.and  colonel  Stewart  fron^ 
JDownpatrick,  formed  with  fifteen  hundred  mei| 
fi  junction  near  th^e  WindmiU-biH^  of  which  they 
gained  .possess^U^iJi,  together  with  thetown^  which 
lies  in  a  valley  between  this  hill  and  the!  high 
f^mind  in  lord  Moira's  demesoe*  On  the  latter 
the  lehfk  (four  or  five  thousand  in  number) 
y^ere  posted  Q^  encamped.  Both  armies  speni^ 
the  r^gjiht  ixK  prepanitiuu&  for  battle,  which  com^ 
ZD^nced^riy  in  the  morning  of  the  lath,  whili^ 
tbe  town  was  in  flames,  the  troops  leaving  waur 
tQ9ly  ae(  it  on  fire.  Tbe  action  was  rnaintainisd 
fhicmt  thxt^  hours  with  artillery,  with  little  or  n,o 
^x^ecutioQ-^th^  cannon  of  thte  insurgents  l^ing 
smidl,  and  tied  on  the  b^icks^  of  cars ;  while  the 
aheUs  tbrowQ  from  the  mprtara  of  the  royal  arnx}( 
were  furnished  with  (oo  short  fusees,  so  ^hattbe;y: 
all  burst  in  the  air.  At  length  the  Monaghan 
regiment  of  militim  posted  with  two  field  pdoce^ 
^  Iqrd  ^oira's  great  gate,  was  attacked;  wit^ 
9ucljk  deterQiioed  fury  by  the  pikemen  of  th|B 
Inaurgents^  that  it  fell  back  in  great  confusiQi^ 
QQ  libe  ijiillftlKHoiigb  chivalry,  who  likewise  fell 
ba«k  m  (sqnal  disorder.  The  want  of  disciplinq 
in  the  insui^fnts  lost  wbM  their  valour  Had 
gaimed*  Tbe  disordered  troops  found  mean^  tQ 
rally  while  tbe  Argyleshire  fenf iUes,  altering  the 
4«iQeM«,  Nir«re..n»akin^  thek  attack  on  auothex 
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side.     The  insurgents,  confused  iand  distracted, 
retreated  up  the  bill,  and  making  a  stand  at  its 
top,  at  a  kind  of  fortification,  defended  the  post 
for  some  time  with  great  courage,  hut  at  length 
gave  way  and  dispersed  in  all  directions.    Xheir 
loss  appears,  from  the  best  account  which  I  have 
received  of  this  battle,  to  have  amounted  to  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty ;  that  of  the  royal  army  to 
about  forty  in  killed  and  wounded,   of  whom 
two  were  officers  of  the  Monaghan  regiment; 
lieutenant  Ellis  wounded,  and  captain  Evatt  shot 
dead  through  the  body.     The  main  body  of  the 
insurgents  retired  to  the  mountains  of  Slyeeve- 
Croob,  where  they  soon  surrendered  or  separated, 
returning  to  their  several  homes ;  and  thus,  with 
the  execution  of  their  leadejs,  as  elsewhere,  and 
the  discouraging  news  of  the  massacres  of  pro-* 
testants  in  the  south,  terminated  thi§  very  short 
and  partial,  but  active  and  vigorous  insurrection 
— in  the  course  of  which  some  slighter  actions 
had  taken  place,  particularly  the  attack  of  Porta- 
feriy  by  a  strong  party  of  men,  on  the   11  th, 
who  were  repulsed  by  the  yeomanry  posted  in 
the  market-house,  under  captain  Mathews,  and 
the  fire  of  a  revenue  cruiser  commanded  by 
captain  Hopkins,  with  the  loss  of  aboutfbrty  men. 
On  the  subsiding  of  this  local  rebellion  in  the 
north-eastern  quarter  of  Ireland,  another  local 
rebellion,  much  inferior  in   vigour,   and  very 
easily  suppressed^  commenced  in  the  opposite 
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south-western  quarter,  in  the  count jr  of  Cork/ 
Accompanied  with  thp  same  kind  of  violent  acts 
as  elsewhere  in  the  south,  and  exhibiting  nothing 
extraordinary  or  peculiar,  it  requires  little  notice; 
The  principal  action,  and  the  only  one  which 
government  has  thought  propel  to  communicate 
to  the  public,  took  place  near  the  village  of 
Ballynascarty,   where,  on  the  19th  of  June,  two 
hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  Westmeath  regi- 
ment of  militia,  with  two  siJL-pounders,  under 
the  command  of  th^ir  lieutenant-colohel.    Sir. 
Hugh  0*Reillj,  were  attacked  on  their  march 
from^Cloghnakilty  to  Bandon,   by  a  body  of 
between  three  and  four  hundred  metf,  aVmed 
almost  all  with  pikes.     This,  was  only  a  part  of 
the  rebel  forced  here  placed  in  ambush  m'a  very 
advantageous  position.     The  attack  was  made 
from  a  height  on  the  left  of  the  column,  so  unex- 
pectedly and  rapidly,  that  the  troops  had  sc^cely 
time  to  form;  but  the  assailants  were  quickly 
repulsed  with  some  loss,  and  retreated  to  the' 
height     Here,  if  the  soldiers  had  pursued  them, 
from  which  they  were  with  great  difficulty  re- 
strained, they  would  probably  have  been  sur» 
rounded  and  slaughtered  like  the  Nortlr-Cork 
detachment  at  Oulart.     While  the  officers  were 
endeavouring  to  form  the  men  again,  a  body  of 
rebels  were  making  a  motion  to  seise  the  cannon, 
and  another  body  made  its  appearance  on  the 
^igh  grounds  in  the  rear;  but,  4t  thecntic^l 
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moment  aJuindredmenof  (heC9itbQies8.)egioar 
ynder  the:  coipmaaid  of  major  Innes,  urbo,  on 
their  ip^ch  to  CtoghiuHUl7f  ha4  heard  (he 
repcNTt  of  the  guns,  ^ame  to  their  fusistaiijce,  and 
by  a  brisk  iire  pi)t  the  ass^l^pts  to  flight  oi|  oae 
side,,  after  whic^  those  ^ho  wafc  oa  the  heights 
behind  fe/tireic)  o^  riBceivipg  a  few  dischargea  of 
the  artiljery,  ^^eloss  of  the  rebels,  in  this  action 
9ay.  perhaps  have  amounted  to  between  fifty 
and  a.hijpdr^^  inen;  th^t  of  ^e  royal  troops^  by 
the  cQimnander'3  account,  only  to  aserje^t  aud 
f  private, 

When  £rom  these  little  in^urrectionsi  iso  Jpcai 
fnd  of  jl9  fpw  days  juration,  wer^fufn^o  view 
^}\t  prpqee^iqgs  pf  thp^  Wexford  ian  ii^urgent^ 
i^e  aie,.ftf|^ck  with  tb^  j^of^jofis  conis^qiiepce^ 
qF  the  pefmis^io9  givpn  tl^ifw  tft  pscap?  jtowandif 
Wexfp^d  from  Vjni^gair^hill^  if  indeed  thatiesc^p^ 
<y)i;ild  bfLve,  without  horrid  slaughter,  been  pre* 
ve^te4v  ..7p  the  account  of  wbatever  person  wa$ 
|be  ^tlfpi":  of  this  escape,  arje,  I  thinly  :chargev 
able  all  the  devastaticms  aq^d  slaughterai  committed 
^y  the  v^io^s  parties  of  the$6  insurgents,'  from 
the  time  pf  their  dislodgment  till  that  of  their 
fin^l  I  difipe)»ion.  To  trace  these  parties  trough 
9^  their  ms^rches  and  counter*marche&  would  be 
fa^ti^uiog  tq  the  reader,  and  might  pjx>ye  nearly 
as  tnuclf  so  to  the  writer  as  thp  actual  performance 
va^  to  thfi'bvdy  pe^jmtn,  vhp  hor«  the  varioi^ 
itardshi^  pf  their  desiiiltPiy  wajfw.  nr^tb  m^ 


priwttg^stWgtfc  of  qonitftivtiw,  aiid  ^  vlgovat 
pf  mind  wel}^  worthy  of  a  better  c^ivift  I  bav^ 
alraa4y 4;Hd|  ih^t  on  theii* ayac^u^lipHP^  Wex*? 
fprd,  part;  of  tb^  r^)f  .pws^cl  over  W€3(for4 
Jjrkige,!  the  re?lt  into  the  l?arony  of  forth ;  Rn4 
tbatal^dy.pf  thi?  fovm^f  under  pen*)'!  }n  ilf 
ni^^h  tp  ^h^  Wicklpur  mountainai  cojnfnj^^ 
th?  ;^augh^v  of  bloody  Friday.  The  nmu^io^i 
Ipf  the  latt;^r»  ^^po^dto  b^  fifteen  thousand  i^ 
pumberr  4^rted  by  jthose  leaders  who  vem  men 
of  aducattoQ  and.  property,:  directed  t^.^m^rcbt 
voder  Father  John  A^iirphy,  nortliTWfBtward  to 
3cQllogh7g»pr-an  op^ffjpgiri  thp  €r»<^.  }^ge  pf 
Mpunjt-J^in^r,  whiph  separates  the  qov«^t«s  of 
Wcxfor^  9n4  Carlp  w^with  pten^ion  to  peji^ln^tj^ 
tbftougb  di^  letter  coHPtyjnto  thatof  Kilktm^^y* 
in  th^  hope  of  being  abl^  to  ex^te  an  iQ<^rrecY 
tip9'thar«,;  paitipuiarty  ^mpng  the  wUigrf  ^bpw|; 
pa$tJl«:pnipii  wh9  hadh^fn  ii\  ^  state  9kf4istwrbr 
^fice-in  the  jear  \79^.  ;  Epteripg  tfvetgap,  an4 
drWi^  before  theip  son^  troops  whp  ^tteinpte4 
to  opppsf  their  progre^,  they  burned  th^  little 
town  of  JCillednion4»  ifniflediaf^ly  withii^.th* 
pasf  in  the  ^pjni^ty  of  C^rlow,  ^nd  cpq^p^ed 
their  mfirph  ^  <Jore'M>TJ|dge,  called  ftlj<>Nfir^ 
l?r»4geir.^?i?»tyiHagf  ?n,.the  rjver  Biirrpw,  i» 
tl»0  co^^^ity  pf  l^ilkempy,  i^hfre  tliey  ^rrPW4  W 
ihfi  iu9fff iQ£  ^  the  834  ^  Jwne.  A  WP^^M  body 
pf  ,mpn,  cpns^stin^  chwtly  of  ^  tropp  pf  tJig  4th 
(ifffipio^f  fuards,  wd  4  wppwiy  of  thc^Wexfor4 
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militia^  took  post  on  the  bridge  of  this  town  to 
prevent  tlieir  passage  of  the  river,  but  was* 
quickly  defeated,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  killed, 
and  twenty-seven  taken  prison ers,  of  whom  seven, 
condemned  as  orange-men,  were  shot ;  and  in  this 
melancholy  business  their  fellow  soldiers  were- 
forced  to  be  the  executioners.  Major-general 
Sir  Charles  Asgil,  who  had  marched  with  a  force 
of  about  a  thousand  men  to  seiTC  the  post  qf 
Newbridge,  and  stop  the  progress  of  this  rebel 
army,  arrived  too  late -^  the  enemy  having 
already,  afker  their  success,  commenced  a  rapid 
movement  to  a  long  mountain6us  ridge,  termed 
by  them  the  ridge  of  Leinster,  i5ve  miles  fron^ 
Ca^tlecotner,  where  they  spent  the  night. 

The  generskl  was  likewise  on  the  following 
day  too  late  in  his  arrival  at  Castlecomer  for  the 
protection  of  that  towq,  whither  the  protestants 
were  flying  to  take  refiige  from  the  country 
exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the  rebel  troopsi 
diminished  by  desertion  to  about  eight  thousand^ 
descended  from  the  heights,  and  advancing 
toward  Castlecomer,  defeated  a  body  of  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  at  a  place  called 
Cdolbawn,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  that  town, 
which  they  entered  with  the  slaughter  of  about 
fifty  loyalists.  The  tQwn  was  set  on  fire — ^and 
of  this  conflagration  each  party  accuses  the 
otbert    The  general  arriving  at  length  with  h^ 
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anhy,  fired  with  his  artillery  on  the  streets 
and  houses,  not  kno\iringlhat  many  loyalists  were 
still  in  the  place,  who  were  making  a  desperate 
defence  to  prevent  their  families  and  friends 
from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Thia 
firing,  however,  determined  the  rebels  to  retire 
from  the  town  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, which  furnishbd  an  opportunity  to  the 
protestants  there  assembled  to  retreat  with  the 
general  to  Kilkenny;  but  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  goods  a  prey  to  the  enemy,  who  took 
full  possession  of  the  place  as  soon  as  the  royal 
army  retreated.  If  at  first  a  fog,  and  afterward 
the  smoke  of  the  conflagration^  had  not  con* 
cealed  from  the  rebels  the  smallness  and  dispo* 
sition  of  the  force  opposed  to  them,  they  would 
have,  long  before  the  arrival  of  the  general's* 
army,  surrounded  the  town,  and  taken  all  the 
l03rdists  in  it  prisoners.  In  a  report  to  govern" 
ment,  four  hundred  rebels  are  said  tbbave  fallen 
in  this  eng^ement;  but  I  have  no  grounds  ta 
believe  that  their  slain  amounted  even  to  near 
a  fourth  of  that  number. 

Aft:er  plundering  Castlecomer,  the  rebels^ 
again  retired  to  the  high  grounds,  wkere  they* 
remained  till  the  following  day.  Disappointed 
in  their  hopes  of  an  insurt«<JtioriJn  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  where  few  had  joined  their  standard, 
and  these  few  useless  to  them  ia  battle,  since 
VQQe  except  themselves  had  learned  to  dispute 
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1))^  fieM  with  the  royal  troops;  finding  also 
thfir  own  fprce^  cUmihished  hy  desertioni  to 
ly^tween  four  and  five  chouwnd,  9pd  their 
tinfmipitiom  es^p^ind^d^  th^y  lewlved  to  retre^ 
liRCk  thiough  the  paas  of  ScoWogh-gap  iijto  thij 
eoiipty  of  Weitfprd.  According  to  this  deter- 
mmfittoiii  they  moved  ftom  the  tEidgCi  in  tiff 
sr>Qroipg  of  the  S5th  of  Juae,  and  directipg 
their,  piwtdi  toward  Newbridge,  took  post  new 
tH\a,tr  iifswn  at  a  place  :  called  Kilcompy,  on  a 
i}«Dggr^qnd  in  9  wide  flfbt.  .Here  they  were 
assailed  on  three  sides,  at  once,  on  the  following 
corning,  tl)e  26th,  at  wx  o'qlock,  by  the  army 
of  general  Asgil,  of  near  twelve  hundred  me©^' 
and  that  of  ..major  I\(athewa,  of  abput  fiv« 
l^Qodred,  from  Maryborough,,  consisting  chielly 
^  DownshjiK  miiicia.  The. alacrity '. of  the  latter. 
anny  to  attack  the  insargo«t$,.fle«ns.  to  hav« 
b«6n  the  cftuie  why  these  were  Hot  pfenpitted  toi 
escape  into  their  own  county  ^irithout  a  battle^ 
After  about  .An' hour's  firing  of  cannoQ^thei 
Khels,  fearing  to  be^urrounded^  Qed  towards  the 
gap  with  their  usual  celerity,  leaving  a}l  their. 
I^ifder  enni  ,  artillery  to  the  loyAHsta.  Their 
artillery  €^s^$itedof  ten  light  {pieces,  and  among 
tlie. articles  pf  .|>lunder  wer^  seyen  hundred, 
horsesw-  Thfi  iQSs.of  the  royalist^  has  be<;n  stated 
hy  the  general  1^  only  s^vet)  men :  that  of  the 
reikis  may  ha^e  amounted  to  two  or  thre<^ 
hundred^  as  t^ey  veie  pursyed  six  iniles  by  sowo. 
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of  the  cavalry,*    They  forced  their  way  back* 
through  the  gap,  where  they  were  opposed  by 
a  small  body  of  men,  and  dtit^cted  their  oourso 
north-eastward,  through  the  dwarf  woods,  neair 
Ferns,  to  the  mountains  of  .Wicklow.1 

Before  their  arrival  hi  these  mountaitis,  an 
army  of  their  associates  therci  had:  been  foiled  ia 
An  attempt  on  I  facketstown*  Those  rebels^  wbo 
had  committed  a  slaughter  at  Gorey  on  Friday 
the  SSd  of  June,  and  thence  under  the  conduct  o^ 
Perry;  had  continued  their  march  to  the  county 
of  Wicklow,  were  joined  there  by. a  number  of 
ethers,  and  would  hare  assaulted  Arkk>w,  if  they 
bad  not  been  deterred  by  the  preparations  tberei 
Disappointed  on  tliat  side,  they  turned  theit 
attention  to  another,  and  uniting  their  fOTcea 
With  'those  of  Garret  Byme^  appeared  at  Hack'v 
etatown  at  five  o'clock  on  the  momtng  of  lb4 
S5th.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  a  hundred 
and  seventy,  mostly  yeomen,  under  lieutenatil 
Gardiner  of  the  Antrim  militia^  marching  t^ 
meet  the  enemy,  were,  afterafewvollies,  obliged 
to  retreat :  the  cavalry  quite  from  thtf  scene  of 
contestr-the  infantry,  a  hundred.and  twenty  in 

*  I  an  infonnedtbtt  great  part  of  the  slain  weie  inhabitanti 
of  the  county  which  had  unbrtunately  become  the  scene  of 
action,  who  had  hot  joined  the  rebels  nor  left  their  faoudes ; 
and  that  g^t  part  of  the  plunder  was  taken  from  peopfe  df  tttf 
tame  descnptkin.  The  behaviour  of  the  anty  in  other  ytas^ 
isodecs  this  accoimt  tary  probable. 
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number,  into   the  barrack.    The  houses  wcw 
fired  by  the  rebels,  except  one  in  which  a  fetir 
determined  loyalists,  with  Mn  Magee,  a  clergy- 
man,  had  taken  post     After  vainly  repeated 
attempts,  during  nine  hours,  to  force  the  barrack, 
and  the  garrisoned    house  by    which  it  was 
flanked,   the  rebels  retired,  but   retreated  not 
wholly  from    the  scene  of   action   till    seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  loss  of  the  loyalists, 
who  after  the  repulse  of  the  rebels  retired  all  to 
Tullow,  eight  miles  distant,  was  ten  slain,  and 
twenty  wounded.     That  of  the  rebels,  exposed 
80  long  to  a  galling  fire,  may,  perhaps,  have  been 
near  two  hundred,  among  whom  was  Michael 
Reynolds,  who  had  led  the  rebels  to  Naas  in  the 
first  morning  of  the  rebellion.     Among  the  slain 
of  the  loyalists    was  captain    Hardy,    of  the 
Hacketstown  yeoman  infantry.     W6  must  admit 
that  the  garrison  could  not  possibly  have  main- 
tained its  post  if  the  assailants  had  been  furnished 
tfrith  cannon ;  but  these  engines  had  never  been 
Hsed  by  the  rebels  of  the  county  of  Wicklow, 
and  the  Wexfordians  in  their  flight  had  left 
all  theirs  behind.    We  cannot  without  pleasure 
observe,  lihat  in  the  midst  of  so  atrocious  a 
warfare,  many  instances  occurred  of  respectful 
treatment  of  the  fair  sex,  one  of  which  had 
place  in  this  attack.     The  wife  and  two  adult 
daughters  of  lieutenant  Chamney,  and  the  wife 
of  captain  Hardy,  who  had  early  in  the  actiou 
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vi^Je1l  into  the  hands  of  the  assailants,  were,  by 
the  mfluence  of  Perry,  and  another  chief,  named 
M^dhda,  conveyed  to  a  place  ef  safety,  and 
protected  from  all  insult  The  wives  of  the 
rebel  commanders,  Perry  sokd  Byme,^  were  at  the 
same  time  in  the  hands  of  the  loyalists,  and,  as 
must  naturally  be  supposedi  were  treated  with 
courtesy.  Mrs.  Perry  liad  before  experienced 
the  like  honourable  behaviour,  under  the  pro« 
tection  of  the  loyalists  in  Gorey. 

A  brief  account  of  Anthony  Perry,  one  of  the 
rebel  generals  above-mentioned^  tpay  serve  to 
shew  what   difficulty  a  man   may  find,  who 

'  endeavours  to  extricate  himself  from  the  effects 
of  a  con^iracy  against  government,  when  he 
has  once  engaged  in  it  This  gentlemw^  a 
man  of  amiable  manners,  and  a  well  informed 
understanding,  was  yet  weak  enough  to  be 
seduced  into  the  conspiracy  ;  and  having  acted 
so  as  to  cause  much  suspicion,  was  arrested  and 
confined  in  Gorey  a  little  before  the  insurrection. 
He  repented  heartily  of  his  misconduct,  and 
gave  information  useful  to  government;  but 
such  was  the  state  of  things,  that  he  was  treated 
in  prison  with  the  utmost  harshness  and  indig* 
oity.  Among  other  acts  of  severity,  a  serjeant 
pf  the  Noi:th*Cork  militia,  nicknamed,  from  his 
habitual  behaviour  Tom  the  Devils  cut  away  all 
his  hair  quite  close  to  the  head,  and  thett  burned 
^  all  the  roots  of  it  with  a  candle.    Being  liberated 
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by  the  magistrates  on  the  mottling  of  the  S8t1l 
of  May,  he  returned  to  his  house,  four  milei 
from  Garey,  wh^re  he  hoped  to  be  permiu^d  to 
temain — unconGerned  for  the  future  in  plots  and 
conspiracies.  But  he  was  soon  followed  by  some 
yeomeft,  who  dc^stroyed  his  eiFcctis,  and  obliged 
liifll  to  ab^Odd  for  the  pf  eservaf  ion  of  his  life.-^ 
finding  no  atCerndtive,  he  disguised  hiitiself  ib 
the  habit  of  a  beggar,  and  thus  crossing  the 
countr}%  threw  himself  into  the  arms  4f(  the 
rebek  In  .the  course  of  the  war  he  eiserted 
himself  to  restrain  the  cruelty  of  his  followers: 
and  as  he  disapproved  both  of  theil^  cause!  and 
conduct,  he  was  always  meditating  an  elope<* 
meht  from  them.  In  an  attempt^  Some  %\xnt 
itftet  the  assdult  at  Hack^tstoWn,  to  petietrate 
into  the  northern  pA^s  of  the  kingdom^  where 
he  hoped  to  abscond  frcmi  the  rebels,  and 
conceal  hhnself  frOltt  the  partisans  of  govern- 
ment, he  was  takeii  and  haffiged  at  Edenderry^ 
in  the  King*s  County,  a  little  before  the  end  of 
the  rebellion. 

A  body  of  those  /ebels  who  had  disturbed  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  and  fled  thfougli  that  of 
Vexford  to  the  Wickloir  txMUrMiws/  finding 
their  associates  repulsed  at  HacketMown,  and 
seeing  no  prospect  of  success-  in  that  quarteri 
maroiied  ba^k,  joined  fay  mtoy  «(h6#tf,  u^er  the 
conduct  of  Garret  Byrne*  toward  the  cottnty  of 
Wcxford-^intending  t<>  Mtpti^  the  galtison  if 
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Carnew  ia  ttieir  way,   on   the  30th  of  June« 
Intelligence  being  brought  to  the  army  encamped 
at  Gorcy,  where  general  Needham  commanded|> 
of  a  formidable  body  of  rebels  being  in  motion, 
two   hundred   cavalry    were  detached,    mostly 
regulars,  partly  yeomen,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Pulestone,    of  the   Ancient 
jSritons,    supported  by  an    excellent  body  of 
jnfantry.     This  party  of  cavalry  .coming  within 
sight  of  the  rebels,  and  observing  them  in  full 
iparch  on  the  road  to  Carnew,  ought  to  hav« 
watched  their  movements  at  a  moderate  distance, 
and  sent  advice  thereof  to  the  camp;  but  instead 
of  this,   with  a  inost  unaccountable  temerity, 
when  they  were  unsupported  by  the  infantry, 
who  had  been  recalled,  they  galloped  after  the 
rebels  to  attack  them.*    The  latter,    finding  a 
<x>mbat  unavoidable,  after  running  full  speed  to 
escape^  rushed  from  the  road  into  the  fields,  and 
placing  themselves  behind  the  hedges  and  walk 
on  both  sides  of  the  way,  poured  a  terrible  fire  on 
the  cavalry ;  who  unable  either  to  retreat  or  to 
annoy  the    enemy,    pushed    forward    toward 
Carnew ;  but  by  cars  lying  in  the  way,  on  which 
women  belonging  to  the  rebels  had  been  carried, 
they  were!  so  retarded,  and  so  long  exposed  to 

•  Why  Ae  infantry,  whose  support  nught  have  prevented 
•his  disaster,  had  been  recalled  by  general  Needham,  I  cannot 
teU.—Perhaps  the  cavalry  would  not  have  been  so  rash,  if  thc^y 
bad  not  supposed  the  ul^fantiy  s^ill  at  hand  tb  support  tliem. 

P 
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the  guns  of  the  enemy,  that  without  killing  one 
of  their  antagonists,  they  suffered  the  loss  of 
fifty-fite  men  slain,  of  whom  twenty-eight  were 
Ancietit  Britons..  .The  rest  effected  thehr  escape 
to  Camew,  and  alarmed  the  garrison,  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  surprised  and  cut  to  piece% 
as  they  had  taken  no  precautions  of  outpost  or 
patroles.  A  malt-honse,  which  had  been  spared 
from  destruction  when  the  rebels  ^ad  burned  the. 
town,  was  the  fortress,  into  which  the  garrison 
had  barely  time  to  retire  when  the  rebels  appeared, 
who,  after  an  ineffectual  attack,  in  which  they 
sustained  some  loss,  pursued  their  nijirch  to 
Kilcavan-hilL 

Proceeding  thence  with  somewhat  diminished 
number,  with  intention  to  plunder  and  bum  the 
houses  of  the  loyalists  at  Coolkenna  and  its 
neighbourhood,  they  were  followed  in  their 
inarch  on  the  2nd  of  July,  by  a  body  of  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  yeomen,  consisting  chiefly 
of  the  Shilelah  troops  and  the  True  Blues  of 
Tinnehely,  who  pressed  them  so  closely  that 
they  thought  propento  change  their  course,  and 
to  take  post  on  Ballyrahn  or  Ballyraheen-hill, 
hetween  Tinnehely  and  Camew.  Here  thf 
most  pmdent  of  the  yeoman  officers  were  of 
opinion  that  their  troops  ought  to  stop,  and  to 
^onte^t  themselves  with  watching,  at  a  salt 
distance,  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Contrary 
opinions  prevailing,  an  attack  was  made  up  the 
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lilU,  when  the  rebels,  who  had  wblied  to  avoid 
a  battle,  rushing  dowo  qn  thein^  put  them  to 
flight, .  killing  ten  of  the  iiifantry ;  but  the 
cavaliy  all  escaped.  Two  officers  fell  in  the 
beginning  of  this  action— captain  Chamney  of 
the  Coolattin,  and  captain  Nickson  of  the 
Coolkenna  company,  both  greatly  lamented. 
Tlie  slaughter  would  have  been  far  greater,  if 
sixty  of  the  infantry,  under  captain  Morton  and 
lieutenant  Chamney,  had  not  taken  refuge  in 
captain  Chamney's  house  at  the  foot  of  the  hill^ 
where  they  sustained,  during  fourteen  hours,  the 
attacks  of  the  rebels,  who  attempted  repeatedly 
in  vain  to  fire  the  house.  Some,  particularly  a 
very  lai^e  man  from  Goreyt  called ,  John 
Redmond,  nicknamed  Shaan  Plunder,  advanced 
to  the  hall  door,  with  the  design  of  burning  it; 
and  thus  opening  a  passage  into  the  house,  under 
a  covering  of  ftather-beds;  but  were  killed  in  the 
attempt,  the  bullets  penetrating  even  this  thick 
tegument  As  a  discharge  of  musketry  was 
maintained  from  the  windows  on  the  assailants, 
whose  associates  injudiciously  set  fire  to  the 
neighbouring  house  of  Henry  Morton,  Esq. 
the  illumination  of  which  furnished  an  oppor^ 
tumty  to  the  garrison  of  aiming  at  their  enemies 
in  the  night,  the  loss  of  tlie  rebels,  must  have 
been  considerable— <imounting,  according  to 
some  accounts,  to  a  hundred  and  thirty  men: 
After  tliis,  one  body  of  the  rebels  niarche<l 
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through  the  mountains  of  Wicklow  to  the  county 
of  Kildare,  and  another  returned  to  that  of 
Wexford. — ^The  latter  making  their  appearance 
at  a  place  called  the  White  Heaps,  from   some 
heaps  of  white  stones  at  the  foot  of  Croghan 
mountain,  the  armies  of  general  Needham  and 
Sir  James  Duff  moved,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
July,  (the  former  from  Gorey,  the  latter  from 
Camew, )  to  attack   them.     The  rebels  having 
advanced  in  the  mean  time,  were  met  at  Wicklow- 
gap,  a  pass  between  the  mountains  of  Croghan 
and  Conna,  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  by  Sir 
James  DufTs  army,  from  whom  they  retreated 
after  a  few  discharges  of  his  artillery,  directing 
their  majch  toward  Gorey.     They  must  now 
have  been  surrounded  and  slaughtered,  if  general 
Needham,  who  had  visited  the  desertedground  of 
White  Heaps,  had  not  been  too  late  in  his  move- 
ments, for  Sir  James  DuiF  pursued  them  closely, 
and  brought  them  to  action  at  a  place  called 
BallyguUin,   four   miles  from    Gorey.      Here, 
making  a  stand  on  some  elevated  grounds,  they 
repulsed  the  advanced  guard  of  cavalry,  and 
might  have  taken  theartilkry  which  accompanied 
them,  if  they  had  not  been  apprehensive  of  an 
ambuscade;,  but  by  the  fire  of  the  infantiy  on 
their  arrival,  and  that  of  the  curricle  guns,  they 
were  discomfited,   and    fled    with    their  usual 
celerity,  and  with  little  loss,  making  their  escape 
in  various  directions,  and  appgjnted  to  assemble 
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on  Corrigrua-hill.  They  had  been  pursued  in 
the  morning  by  the  higlilanders  of  the  marquis 
of  Huntley's  regiment,  who  had  marched  against 
them  from  Arklow  by  Croghan  mountain,  and 
vho  were  prevented  by  a  fog  from  finding  them ; 
and  tbey  were  annoyed  in  their  flight  by  a  .body 
.of  the  Kings  County,  militia,  posted  in  Ferns, 
•who,  on  advice  brought  them  by  the  Rev.  Pet€r 
Browne,  dean  of  Fenis,  entered  instantly  on  the 
pursuit,  and  killed  some  whom  they"  overtook. 
Finding  themselves  hunted  from  place  to  place, 
by  different  bodies  of  the  king's  troops,  and 
unable  to  maintain  any  post,  they  dispersed  from 
Corrigrua,  and  no  opposition  was  afterwards 
made,  to  the  royal  anny  in  the  county  of 
yi^exford. 

The  other  body  of  Wexfordian  rebels  directed 
their  course  to  the  county  of  Kildare,  to  form  a 
junction  with  a  number  of  their  allies  in  that 
county,  who  had  remained  in  arms  from  the 
beginning  of  tlje  rebellion^  and  under  the  conduct 
pf  William  Aylmer  had  eluded  the  king's  troops, 
by  rapid  movements  reciprocally  from  the 
Wicklow  mountains  to  the  l)og  of  Allen.  This 
junction  was  soon  broken.  The  fierce  Wex- 
fordians  cjuarrelled  with  their  less  enterprising 
associates ;  and  an  aqt  of  Aylmer,  who  took  a 
disputed  gun  "from  one  of  the  former,  and  gave 
it  to  one  of  his  own  men,  almost  caused  a  battle 
between  the  two  parties.—- From.  Prosperous  tho 
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iH  associated  confederates  inarched  to  Clonard, 

a  village  twenty-five  miles  westward  of  Dublin, 

on    the  river    Boyne,   ]ii^ith  design  to  attack 

Athlone,  and  raise  an  insurrection  in  the  western 

parts  of  the  kingdom.     Though  they  amounted 

perhaps  in  number  to  three  thousand,  they  found 

so  obstinate  a  resistance  at  Clonard  from  twenty* 

seven  men,  under  lieutenant  Tyrrel,  a  yeoman 

officer,   in    a  fortified   house,   that  they  were 

delayed  till  the  arrival  of  succours  from  Kinne- 

gad  and  Mullingar,  and  obliged  to  abandon  the 

attempt*    From  the  time  of  this  repulse,  the 

11th  of  July,  the  Wexfordians,  finally  separatfng 

from  their  less  hardy  associates,  pursued  unaided 

their  plan  of  desperate  adventure.     Reduced  to 

'  about  fifteen  hundred  in  number,  and  hunted  in 

.  every  quarter  by  various  bodies  Of  the  king's 

troops,  which  were  stationed  every  where  around, 

fhey  made  a  flying  march  from  place  to  place, 

in  the  counties  of  Kildare,  Meath,  Louth,  and 

Dublin,    vnder    the    conduct   of   Fitzgerald, 

skirmishing  with  such  parties  of  the  royal  army 

as  overtook  or  intercepted  them. 

.  ^  Fortified  booses  with  gunsont  of  about  twonty  trail 
sijpointed  men,  appeared  to  be  is^vvgiiaUe.  against  tke  reM^t 
when  destitute  of  cannon.  From  a  reliance  on  tbisy  two 
liouses  in  tbe  county  of  Kildare,  near  Dunlaven,  were 
f  etiined  in  defiance  of  the  insurgents,  during  all  the  rebellion : 
that  of  Mr.  SaundeiB  of  Saunders*  grore,  and  that  of  Mr* 
9oolwy  of  Giaogeb^  now  belonging  to  Mr.  CritcUej. 
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On  tbe  night;  of  their  repulse  they  plundered. 
|Iie  village  of  Cai;bety,  in  the  county  of  Kildare^ 
ud  marched  the  following  morning  by  Johns- 
to>wn  tq  a  place  called  Summerhill,  no^r  Cul- 
lUHlLin,  in  the  county  of  Mealbh.  Here,  afler 
li^ying  eluded  t^e  pursuit  of  some  parties  df 
soldiery,  particularly  that  of  colonel  Gordon,  of 
|lie  Inverness  fensibles,  who  bad  marched  to  seek 
them  from  Trim,  they  were  attacked  by  colouel 
Gough,  with  a  body  of  troops  ^rom  Edenderry, 
and  obliged  to  fly  with  precipitation  and  the 
loss  of  thdr  plunder.  Totally  disappointed  in 
their , hopes  of  assistance  to  their  cause  in  the 
county  of  Meath,  which  had  been  so  agitated 
by  defenderism  and  rebellion,  they  by  a 
circuitous  and  rapid  march  made  their  way  to 
the  river  Boyne,  which  they  crossed  near  Duleek 
into  the  county  of  Louth.  Finding  themselves 
oirertaken  on  the  14th,  by  the  cavalry  of  major- 
general  Wemys  and  brigadier-general  Meyrick, 
whq  were  pursuing  them  with  two  divisions  of 
the  army,  they  made  a  desperate  stand  between 
the  Boyne  and  the  town  of  Ard?e.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  the 
assistance  of  the  cavalry,  who  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  keep  the  rebels  at  bay,  they  broke, 
9fid  fled,  with  some  loss,  into  a  bog.  Some  of 
these  adventurers  directed  their  flight  hence  to 
Ardee,  and  dispersed;  but  the  main  body, 
f  easing  ihe  Boyne,  marched  with  great  celerity 
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towards  Dublin,  perhaps  with  design  to  regain 
the  Wicklow  mountains.  Being  iiotly  pureuevl 
ty  captain  Gordon  of  the  '  Dunifries  lijgfit 
dragoons,  with  a  body  of  cavalry  followed  by 
infantry,  they  were  finally  dispersed,  with  some 
slaughter  at  Ballyboghil,  near  Swords,  in  the 
county  of  Dublin,  whence  they  severally  endea- 
voured, by  devious. ways,  to  reach  their  bomes^ 
or  places  of  concealment. 
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.-.-••    •..:.;••/    :-.   CHAP. -v.-    '  , 

Dublin  '^Executions  "^ff^exford — Executions^^Grogan 

'  *^Harvey^^Colclimgh — FatlierMurphy-r^qiher 7phn 

JReimond  — Prosecution  — Cornwallis  — Protections^^ 

AnAie^ty  Act'^Surrender  qfCdhspirafori — O'Corinw^s 

•  Letier^^Proieaitions  k:hecked^^Babes  of  the  Pyoodr-^ 

,   Hok  andsHacket — Devastafions-^Hunttey's  H^A^ 

,  latuiers-rrSfLerfett-^Robleries — Damage^ — CprnpeTtsa-- 

tions  — Retr.o$p^ct  — Griffith  — Coercion —  Violences'^ 

Religious  Animositj/'^Ingenuiiy  of  Peasants— Exag' 

gerated  Accounts— Population^Strengih  of  the  Irish 

*    Government — Espionage  continued. 

W  HILE  a*  bloody  and  desolating  civil  war 
(which  I  consider  as  terminated  in  the  final 
Hispei'sion  of  .the  Wfexfordian  jebels)  had  been 
i^ging  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  anii-  occasi* 
bnally  afflicting  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and 
petty  rebeilioAs  had  been  elsewhere  formed,  the 
capital,  vigiianfly  guarded  by  a  large  military 
force,  enjoyed  a  peace  not  otherwise  interrupted 
than  by  alarms  of  plots  wlthii>  and  hostilities 
without  The  chief  part^  of  this  military  force 
consisted  of  its  own  citizens,  formed  into  yeoman 
t^onipanies,  whoseconduct  on  this  occasion  merits 
the  highest  praise.  Fortunately  the  grand  an4. 
royal  canals,  the  former  on  the  southern,  the 
Jatter  on  the  northern  side,  surrounded  tli^  city; 


and,  fcleing  fifty  feet  broad  and  t\relve  deep^ 
formed  a  fortificatton  of  the  nature  of  a  wet 
ditch,  the  numeroiis  bridges  of  which  were 
palisaded,  and  guarded  both  night  and  day. 

Trials  and  executions,  which  every  where 
folbwefl  the  suppression  or  discovery  of  conspt^ 
racier  had  early  cqsnmencied  in.  the  capital 
Among  maqy  others,  a  rel>el  officer,  a  prot^»tant 
Bamed  Bacon,  a  xeputable  taylor,  an  inhabitant 
of  Great  Ship-«street,  being  apprehendeddtsg^iited 
in  female  apparel,  proceeding  in  a  chaise  tb  the 
country  to  join  his  men,  or,  as  some  say  (with 
great  probability)  to  conceal  himself  from  both 
rebels  and  loyalists  till  the  storm  should. subside, 
was  executed  on  the  2d  of  June  near  Carlisle* 
bridgie. — On  the  14tb  was  executed,  <m  the  s^igi'e 
scaffolding,  lieutenant  Esmond,  found  guilty  of 
heiug  leader  in  t)ie  attack  on  Prosperous;,  already 
related — On  tlj&c  ISUi  of  July,  Hexuy  and  Johi)^ 
Sbeares  were  brought  to  trial,  cofidemned^  an4 
$Odn  after  put  to  death.  The  trial  of  John 
ISrCano,  who  had  been  secretary  to  the  provincial 
committee  of  Leinster^  followed  on  the  17th  { 
that  of  Michael  William  Byc^  delegate  frjGm 
the  couttty  committee  of  WickloM^;  and  ^|iat  of 
Qliver  Bond,  on  the  2Sd.  The  ^wq  fonner  w«r« 
executed;  but  the  third  was  repFieyed*  as  ft 
judicious,  and  indeed  necessary  system  of  mercy 
had  been  adopted  sittce  the  arrival  of  the  nvirquii 
CornwaUi%  as  lord  lieutenaat  of  Ireland*  ^.       . 


WMe  a  few  trials  for  treason  were  beU  by 
jiury  in  the  isetropoUs,  by  the  ixiore  tommoiy 
mode  of  court-martial  were  great  numl^ers  tried 
in  other  places,  particularly  the  tawn  and  county 
of  Wexford.     On  the  possession  of  die  former 
by  his  majesty's  forces,  on  the  21st  of  Junc^' 
immediate  search  waa  made  for  tlie  ostensible 
chiefs  of  the  rebels^  most  of  whom  had  nought 
places  of  concealment.     Some  surrendered  in 
confidence  of  an  imaginary  capitulation.     Mat-* 
thew  Keughy  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  made 
nq  attempt  to  escape,  hewing  mercy  on  account 
of  his  having  been  ibrmerly  in  danger  among 
the  rebels,  and  for  tlx  services  which  be  had 
lendered  in  their  evacuation  of  the  town.     But 
no  mercy  on  such  accounts  wa$>  in  those  times^ 
to  be  found. -"-On  the  25th,  mne  of  these  leaders 
Were  execnted^  among  whom  were  Keugh  and 
Philip  Roche.     The  bridge  was  the  general  scene 
of  execution,  as  it  had  been  of  massacre.     The 
bead,  after  death,  by  hanging,  separated  from  the 
body,  which  was  com9U>nIy  thrown  into  the  river, 
as  had  been  the  bodies  of  the  massacred  protest  . 
iants,  was  fixed  aloft  on  the  court-house. 

Among  the  persons  who  suffered  for  treason 
€n  the  bridge,  ^ere  Beauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey, 
Cornelius  Qrogan,  and  John  Henry  Colclough. 
Grogan,  a  man  of  an .  estate  in  land  of  eighty 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  and  much  accumulated 
We^th,  but  of  a  timidspifiti  had  unfortunately 
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fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  and  so 
far  misconceived  the  state  of  affairs  as  to  imagine 
1ii$  property  more  secure  under  the  protection  of 
the  United  Irish  than  of  the  existing  government : 
Unhappy  misconception  !  Thesuccess  of  the  rebels 
would  have:involved  the  destruction  of  both  his 
property  and  hfe*     He,  however,  through  fear  of 
the  loss  at  least. of  the  former,  had  consented  ta 
take  the  United  x)ath,  and  to  promise  to  act  as 
commissary  to  the  rebel  army.*     Yet,   such  is 
the  inconsistency  of-  hiiman  niiture,   this-  man, 
l^rhose  only  guilt,  witl)  regard  to  treason,    had 
been  caused  by  his  timidity,  met  his  fate  with 
courage,  when  he  found  death  inevitable.   Ilarvey 
betrayed  more  fear  of  death  at  the  place  of 
execution,   though  he  was  well  known  to  have 
been  a  man  of  personal  courage,  having  exposed 
hi*life  with  intrepid ity  in  d^cl8.     This  gentleman 
was  possessed  of  a  landed  property  of  between 
two  and  three  thousand,  pounds  a  year,  and  had 
in  many  respects  borne  an  amiable,  character^ 
particularly  that  of  .a  most  Jiujnane  landloi:d-*-a 
character  unfortunately  not  very,  common  in 
Ireland !     Seduced, .  like   some  other  men  of 
benevolent  hearts,  by  the  fallacious  hope  that 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  4.  That  Mr.  Grogan  should  have 
been  deceived  into  a  belief  of  the  universal  success  of  the  rebels^ 
is  not  to  be  accounted  surprising,  when  those  who  were  about 
him,  gave  him  confidently  that  infoimatioDj  and  he  hadn^ 
means  of  knowing  the  truth. 
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such  a  revolution  might  be  efFefcted  in  Ireland 
by  a  popular  insurrection,  as  would  cure  the 
defects  of  the  political  system,  and  prodigiously 
augment  the  prosperity  of  the  island,  he  had 
entered  into  the  united  conspiracy  ;  but  soou 
.  convinced,  after  the  insurrection  had  taken  place, 
of  the  utter  impracticability  of  such  a  revolution, 
by  •such  instruments,  and  of  the  certain  destruc- 
tion of  himself  and  other  protestant  chiefs,  in  case 
of  success  on  the  side  of  the  rebels,  he  would 
most  gladly  have  renounced  all  connexion  with 
them;  but,  as  no  alternative  was  allowed,  he  was 
obliged  to  remain  among  them  Avhile  they  Averc 
able  to  retain  the  post  of  Wexford. 

I  larvey  andGrogan  suffered  execution  together 
en  the  28th  ;  Colclough  alone  in  the  evening 
cf  the  same  day;  Colclough  Ava$  a  man  of  very 
amiable  character ;  of  a  naturally  good  under- 
standing, enlarged  by  culture,  and  of  engaging 
manners.  By  education  and  profession  a  Ro- 
manist: he  was  a  protestant  in  princi|)le.*     Influ- 

*  I  mean  not  to  say  that  he  preferred  the  forms  and^ceremo- 
Tiies  of  tha  protestant  to  those  of  the  Romish  religion,  to  whick 
he  had  been  habituated.  I  believe  the  conttary  to  have  be^ 
the  case.  But  he  was  so  far  a  protestant  as  to  reject  all  thosa 
persecuting  doctrines  of  the  Homish  church,  advene  alike-tp 
reason  and  Christianity,  which  have  caused  so  much  bloodshed 
and  calamity  among  mankind. 

I  am  assured,  however,  by  a  protestant  gentleman  of  credit 
and  respectability,  that  Colclough,  who  protected  him  in  the 
rebellion,  repeatedly  protested  to.  him  in  the  most  solemn' 
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enced  in  hts  matrimomal  speculation  solely  by 
the  personal  merit  of  the  object,  he  married  a 
lady  of  a  congenial  soul,  whose  endomnents  ^f 
mind  and  amiable  qualities  fiiUy  justified  the 
wisdom  of  his  choice.  So  void  was  he  of  religions 
bigotry,  that  he  recommended  to  hb  wife  not  to 
conform  to  his  mode  of  worship,  since  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  her  conscience  in  adhering  to  the 
protestant  religion  (in  which  she  had^  been 
educated)  would  foe  more  pleasing  to  him.  This 
will  be  attributed  to  a  deistical  indifference  in 
religious  matters,  by  those  who  allow  liberality 
to  deism  and  deny  it  to  Christian  charity,  of 
which  I  cannot  suppose  any  Romanist  of  a 
cultivated  and  discerning  mind  to  be  divested, 
be  the  adventitious  rules  of  his  religion  what 
they  may.  Sedtrced  by  the  like  fallacious  idea 
-as  Harvey,  he  had  embarked  on  that  tempestuous 
ocean,  whence  was  so  seldom  permitted  a  return; , 
and  made  too  late  the  horrible  discovery,  that 
the  instruments  of  political  reform  were  an 
ungovernable  mob  of  outrageous  bigots,  among 
whom  none  except  the  instigators  of  sanguinary 
violence,  could  have  effective  influence. 

After  his    mission   to  £nTiiscorthy,   already 
related,  in  conjunction  with  Fitzgerald,  he  went 

manner,  that  if  he  should  survive  th^  then  existing  troubles^ 
he  never  would  again  tnihe  course  of  his  life  enter  a  Romish 
diappel ;  so  greatly  was  he  diodred  by  the  b^otiy  of  the  people. 


immediately  to  his  hottse,  and,  accchnpanied  by 
his  wife,  took  the  road  to  Wexford,  with  intention 
to  re-enter  fcis  prison  accordingto his  engagement. 
His  detention   there  not  being  them  thought 
faecessary  by  the  magistrates,  he  returned  to  his 
house,  and  taking  his  Vife  with  him  in  a  carriage, 
*^  going  back  to  Wfexford,  a^  a  place  of  safety 
uiider  the  protection  of  the  king's  forces — wheft 
he  was  met  on  the  road  by  the  panic-struck 
troops  of  captains  Cornock  and  Snowe,  hastening 
to  Duncannon*     He  was  instantly  seized  as  a 
hostage,  at  the  instigation  of  the  former,  and 
carried  with  them,   in   their  march,   by  tliesc 
terrified  men,  who  declared  with  oaths  that  thejr 
Irotild    fihbOt    him  \i^henever  they  should  be 
attacked.*     How  far  their  fears  were  vain  or 
Well-founded,  I  cannot  ascertain^  as  the  peasants 
ill  those  ^arts  had  not  as  yefe  risen  in  rebellion,  t 
After  inarchihg  in  this  manner  a  considerable 
way,  he  was  dismissed  by  the  troops;  and  the 
insurrection  extending  to  these,  districts  soon 
after,  he  was  appointed  to  a  command  among  the 
rebels-  ^ 

In  the  flight  of  the  chiefe  from  the  unbridled 
host  which  they  had  vainly  hoped  to  command, 

*  I  am  auAorisci  by  Mr.  Colclough  to  say  that  Mr.  Snowe. 
behaved  with  liaina&Uy  and  politeness. 
.    t  On  Ui6S^ktt!va(,  however,  withiii  a  Few  miles  of  Duncannon, 
ia  a  darknigbt,  iom^. rebels  (who  wtete  only  then  be^ning  t* 
fise  ia  these  parti)  were  induced  by  clrcnmstances  to  attaqk  the 
•catteted  troops,  and  take  about  fifty  of  them  pcisoners. 
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he  retired  with  his  wife  and  <?hild  to  one  of  ths 
Saltee  islands,  of  which  he  was  landlord,  five 
miles  from  the  coast  of  the  county,  of  We^ford^ 
and  chose  for  his  temporary  abode  a  cave,  which 
he  furnished  with  provisions,  and  where  he  hoped 
to  remain  concealed  until  the  fervour  of  prosccu; 
tion  should  abate.  But  Harvey,  knowing  his 
place  of  retreat,  and  wishing  to  avail  himself  of 
the  same  opportunity  of  concealment,  embarked 
se  incautiously  to  follow  him,  as  to  affbrd  a 
foundation  for  conjecture  and  discovery.  He 
And  Harvey  surrendered  without  resistance; 
though  from  the  nature  of  the  place  they,  might 
have  made  for  some  time  a  defence. — At  his  trial 
and  execution  he  displayed  a  calm  intrepidity  of 
spirit,  and  a  dignity  of  deportment  atten>pered 
with  mildness,  >vhich  commanded  the  admiration 
and  esteem  of  the  spectators ;  and  died  so  strongly 
impressed  with  the  horror  of  atrocities  attend-: 
ant  on  revolutionary  attempts  in  Ireland,  tliat 
doubtless,  if  he  had  been  pardoned,  he  would 
have  become  as  loyal  a  subject  as,  with  exception 
of  his  political  conduct,  he  had  always  been  an 
excellent  member  of  society. 

Harvey,  Grogan,  Keugh,  and  Perry,  were  the 
only  protestants  put  to  death  as  leaders  of  the 
Wexfordian  rebels.  Among  the  many  Romanists 
who  sufiered  on  this  accusation,  were  two  priests 
of  totally  different  characters — Father  '  John 
Murphy,    of  BouIavQguei    and    Father   John 
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Itedmond,  of  Clough.  The  former,  already 
Noticed,  had  been  leader  since  the  first  moment 
of  the  insurrection  m  his  county,  and  had  aloae 
been  considered  as  such  by  some  thousands  of 
rebels,  over  whom  other  chieftains  held  a  nominal 
authority.  He  was  nominal  as  well  as  real  chief 
commander  of  that  great  column  which  made 
an  incursion  through  the  county  of  Carlow  into 
that  of  Kilkenny,  and  caused  sudi  devastation 
in  that  quarter.  In  the  rout  of  Kilcomny  he 
disappeared  from  his  followers,  who  generally 
imagine  him  to  be  still  alive.  He  was,  however^ 
apprehended  in  bis  flight,  and  conducted  to 
Tullow,  in  the  county  of  Carlow;  where,  being 
recognized,  he  was  executed  by  martial  law. 

Of  the  rebellious  conduct  of  Redmond,  coad- 
jutor to  Father  Francis  Kavenagh,  in  the  parish 
of  Clough,  of  which  I  was  twenty-three  years 
curate,  I  can  find  np  other  proof  than  the  sen- 
tence  of  the  court-martial  which  consigned  hinx 
to  death.  He  was  accused  by  the  earl  of  Mount- 
norris,  of  having  appeared  as  chief  among  a  party 
of  rebels  who  committed  some  depredations  at 
his  lordship's  house ;  while  be  alleged  that  his 
object  in  appearing  on  the  occasion  was  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  the  plundering  of  the  house, 
in  which  he  had  partly  succeeded.  Coming 
into  Gorey  on  a  message  from  the  earl,  seem- 
ingly unapprehensive  of  danger,  and  unconsci* 
^us  of  guilt,  he  was  treated  as  if  manifestly 
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guilty  before  trial,  knocked  doWn  in  the  street, 
and  rudely  dragged  by  some  yeomen.* — I  mean 
,liot  to  arraign  the  justice  of  the  noble  lord)  hi^ 
pfosecutor,  nor  the  members  of  the  court- 
jriartiaL  'the  former,  who  had  rendered  himself 
in  rte  smalt  degree  responsible  for  the  loyalty  of 
tlie  W6xfordian  Romanists,  had  doubtless  gopd 
Reasons  for  his  conduct;  and  the  latter  could 
have  no  personal  animosity  against  the  accused, 
nor  other  unfavourable  bias  than  what  naturally 
arose  from  the  turbid  state  of  affairs,  when  accu- 
sation, especially  against  a  Romish'  priest,  was 
considered  as  a  strong  presumption  of  guilt.  But 
his  protestant  neighbours,  whb  had  not  been 
able  to  escape  from  the  rebels,  assured  me  that 
while  the  latter  were  in  possession  of  the  country, 
he  wais  constantly  hiding  in  protestant  houses, 
from  the  rebels,  and  that  many  Romanists  expres- 
sed great  resentment  against  him  as  a  traitor  to 
Iheir  catise.  That  he  expected  not  the  rebellion 
to  be  successful,  appears  from  this,  that  when 
the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Stedman  (one  of  my  pro- 
testant parishioners)  applied  to  him  to  baptize  her 
child,  he  told  her  that  he  acceded  to  her  request 
merely  lest  the  child  should  die  unbaptized,  in  the 
necessary  absence  of  her  minister,  on  condition 
that  she  should  promise  to  make  the  proper  apo- 
logy for  him  to  me  on  my  return  to  the  parish/ 
As  I  uriderstand  that  the  noble  earl  has  not 
considered  my  rcUtion  of  this  iffm  as  complete 
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or  ssitisftictciry,  I  here  add  a  few  more  circttm-* 
stances;    Father  Cavenagh,  ta  whom  Redmond 
was  coaster,  had  lived  many  years  in  habits 
of  the  greatest  apparent  intimacy  with  the  earl» 
mostly  residing  a«  his   lordship's  .houses    a  n 
somfe^knea  entertaining  him  and  lady  Mount* 
norris  and  family  at  his  own.     Redmond,  beinjg 
c^neof  the  company  on  these  occasions,  thoi^ht 
liiixiself  extremely  honoured,  and  in  some  degree 
iMIsfed  the  earl,  who  was  regarded  by  the  catho^ 
lies  as  thar  most  aealous  friend.     Transported 
with  2eal  for  his*  noble  patron,  when  he  heard 
fi^'i'moh  faadgiine  to  his  lordship's  )iouse  in 
€iMiX  of  HqAor^/  he  ran  to  prevail  on  them  to 
ipare  all  except  the  small  beer.  Father  Cavenagh 
told  me  that  on  the  suppression  of  the  rebels,  the 
e&it  called  at  his  house  in  a- friendly  manner;^ 
feqiiesf ing  that  Redmond  shontd  go  to  him  to 
Oote;^  for  a  protection.     What  protection  he 
received  has  befen  already  related:   No  act  coiild- 
be^mdre  popular  among  protestants,-  at  that  time^ 
than'  the  hangihg  of  a  priest ;  yet  many  protest* 
tots  would  tertre  come  to  bear  witness  in  his. 
favour,  if  they  had  been  allowed  time,  and  aif 
'Assurance  of  ptrsonaT  safety:    The  popularity; 
however,  of  his  lordship  with  the  common  peo- 
ple of  thecathelics  is  so  indeliably  impressed, 
that  thty  caiiiiot  believe'to  this  day,  that  he  had 
dtiy  concern  in  this  business ;  but  endeavoured 
with  all  his^  power  to  save  the  pjriest.     I  knew 
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Redmond  many  years^  and  al^^ays  thought  him 
a  remarkably  timid  and  innocent  mm*  Mr^ 
Townsend,  a  lawyer,  well  acquainted  with  affwi 
of  that  nature,  says,  **  Martial  law  would  hav^ 
no  terrors,  if  it  were  not  liable  te  take  the  wprst 
mode  ^f  detecting  guilt,  and  of  protecting 
innocence." 

.  Among  the  Romanist  leaders  of  rebelUon,  .exe* 
cnted  at  the  time  of  its  siipprisssifin,  at  We^^ford^ 
was  Kelly,  of  KiU-iuin,  already ;nijSntioned:a#0(Hl« 
ductor  of  that;  column  whi^rcutered  theitowa 
of  Ross.  Th  is  young  in§)i'  wfis^  M^orthy  of  a;  fkit 
better  cau^e  and  better  assoctatea— :his  courage 
and  humanity  being  equal  ^nd  conspicuous^ 
But  the  display  of  humanity  by  a  rebel,  was  in 
gQieral,  in  the  trials  by  court-martial,  by^iiQ 
ineans  regarded. as.,  a  circumstance  in  favouto£ 
the  accused;  st;range  as  it  may  seem  in  timet 
pf  cool  reflection,  it  was  very  frequently  nrge4 
as  a  proof  of  guilt  <  Whoever  could  be  proved 
to  have  saved  a  loyalist  from  assassination,., hi^ 
house  from  burping,  or  bis  property  from 
plunder — was  consideijied  a^  having  influence^ 
among  the  rebels^ .  consequently  a  rebel  C091-: 
mander.'^    This  has  been  by  some  supposed  ta . 

^  A  menUon  of  the  notomty  of  this  pmctloe-  drew  vitae^ 
fiectbgly  the  following  extraonSawy .  eiiclaaiatioA  frwit  m 
Roman  catholic  gentleman  who  had  heoa  one  of  the  )ehd«.^ 
<<  I  thank  my  God  thai  no  person  can  prove  foe  guilty  of  ssy^ng. 
V  the  life  or  property  of  any  one  !*• 
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have  arisen  from  a  policy  in  government  to  dis- 
ccfttrage  all  ideas  of  humanity  in  rebels,  that  in 
case  of  another  insurrection,  they  might  be  so 
completely  sanguinary  as  to  render  themselves 
and  their  cause  as  odious  as  possible,  and  conse? 
qnently  unsupported.  For  my  part,  I  cannot 
^rasily  believe  the  members  of  administration 
capable  of  so  cruel  a  policy ;  and  even  if  private 
instructions  for  this  mode  of  proceeding  had 
been  given  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  I  should 
be  a  little  surprised  that  yeoman  officers  should 
implicitly  adopt  it,  if  they  expected  another; 
insurrection,  as  in.  that  event  their  families  or 
friends  might  be  the.victin^.  In  fact,  it  seems 
to  have:  arisen  from  a  rage  of  prosecution,  by 
vhich  the  crime  of  rebellion  was  regarded  as  tao 
great'  to  admit  any  circumstances  of  extenua- 
tion in  favour  of  the  person  guilty  of  it,  and  by 
jvhich.  every  mode  of  conviction  against  such  a 
person  was  deemed  justifiable. 

A  mode  of  proceeding  against  imputed  rebels, 
more  summary  still  than  that  of  trials  by  court- 
martial,  was  practisied  from  the  cominencemeitt 
of  the  rebellion  by  soldiers,  yeomen,  and  supple* 
xQentaries,. who  frequently  executed  without  any 
trial,  si^ch  a%  they  judged  worthy  of  death,  even 
persons  found  unarmed  in  their  own  houses^ 
This  practice  of  the  soldiery  and  yeomen,  whiclv 
conducted  with- too  little  discrimination  of  guilt 
IU^4  iiwqc^ce,  denictd  safety  at  home  ta  the 
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peaceat^y  inclined,  augmented  for  a  time  the 
numbers  of  the  rebels,  and  Mrould,  on  their  dis-' 
persion,  have  in  great  measure  depopulated  the 
country,  if  it  had  not  been  restrained  by  the  just 
pcdicy  of  fgoveniment,  on  tlie  anoint mesrt  cf  the 
marquis  CornwalliSy  in  place  of  lord  Camden,  to 
the  lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland.  ' 

'.  That  a  viceroy  of  miEtary  talents^  of  political 
knowledge  and  uctivity,  had  not  be^n  sent  sooner 
to  this  kingdom,  where  a  widely  ,e>ctended  insur- 
rection had  been  so  long  known  to  have  been 
planned,  seems  to  argue  a  defect  of  wisdom,  at 
least  of  precaution,  in  the  British  cabinet  .  Pro* 
bably>  the  members  of  that  cabinet  were  little 
ttware  of  the  dangerous  force  of  the  Iriah  :pea« 
santry,  when  armod  and  brought  into  action. 
But  if.  Newtownbany,  fioss,  and  Arktow,  had 
fiillen  into  the  hands  of  the  Wexfordian  i|isur« 
gerita;  if  these  insucgeats  had  not  committed 
massacres  and  devastations;  if  they  had  not 
given  their  iparfkre  the '  complexion  of  bigotry 
and  religious  murder ;  if  they  had  not  procmsti- 
dated ;  and  if  troops  from  Frtnce  with  4fm8 
and  ammunition  had  landed  to  their  a^istance-^ 
the  British  mhii^tiy  might  hfrve  had  lamentable 
cause  dfnpaiitatioe  for  thek  u^lecti^f  Ireland ! 
M  if^to  make  nitonement  for  past  inattention,  a 
mm  theino»t^t  of  all  the  class  of  ^(Ayilit^  w^ 
at  length  appointed  >to  this  'inc^t  ^important 
o£Bce^die«an{ui8  Cofn^Uia;  .who  ^had  emi* 


nently  displayed  the  talents  of  a  general  aiid 
statesman^  not  less  when  inevitably  conquered 
in  America,  than  when  victorious  in  the  east. 
The  earlier  appointment  of  such  a  viceroy  might 
have  prevented  rel)ellion,s  and  consequently  the 
loss  of  thousands  of  Kves  iind  of  immense  pror 
perty  to  the  kingdom.  His  activity  and  wisdom^ 
in  the  discharge  of  his  high  function,  soon  ex-: 
bibited  a  new  phenomenon  in- 4  country  where 
the  viceroyalty  had  b^n  generally  a  sinecuFp^ 
and  the  viceroy  a  pageant  of  state. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  lord  Corn wallis  made  his 
.  importjint  and  very  modest  entrance  into  the 
papital ;  and  soon  after  lord  Camden  made  hi$ 
pompous  exit  from  the  kingdom  wUh  t/'iumphal 
parade. — In  a  few  days  a  proclamation  was  issued, 
and  on  the  3d  of  July  inserted  in  the  Dublin 
Gazette,  authorizing  his  majesty's  generals  tp 
give  protection  to  such  insurgents  as,  being 
jiimply  guilty  of  rebellion,  shou^  surrender  their 
arm9,  abjure  all  unlawful  engagqiQeixts,  .ai\d  take 
j;he  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  kiog.  Hoj^^^^eqes- 
3afy  ^9&  at  that  time  such  a  step,  could  be  a 
qiies^ion  of  no  difficulty  to  those  whq,  viewing 
dispassionately  t-be  state  of  a;ffairs,  .considered, 
what  numbers  had  been  ^educed  into  thecop^pi- 
jracy  by  vtifice,  and  forced  into  rebelUop  by 
unfortunate  circumstances.  To  give  the  full 
sanction  of  law  to  this  necessary  measure-,,  a 
jflessage  was  delivered  froin  hjs  egfr5:e]lency,tg!.,i^«j 
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house  of  tiommons  on  the  17th  of  July,  signi- 
fying his  majesty's  pleasure  to  that  effect ;  and 
an  act  of  amfiesty  was  accordingly  passed  m 
favour  of  all  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  who  had 
not  been  leaders-^-^who  had  not  committed  man- 
slaughter, except  in  the  heat  of  battle — ^and  who 
should  comply  with  the  conditions  mentioned 
above. 

Whence  originated,  or  by  whom  was  planned 
or  proposed  what  seems  a  kind  of  treaty  between 
government  and  the  chiefs  of  the  United  Irish, 
I  am  not  authorized  explicitly  to  say;*  but  an 
agreement  was  made,  that  the  latter,  without 
being  obliged  to  implicate  any  person,  should 
give  all  the  information  in  their  po\ver  concern*!' 
ing  the  internal  transactions  and  foreign  nego- 
ciations  of  the  society ;  and  that  they  in  return 
^including  Oliver  Bond,  the^  under  sentence  of 
death,  and  others  who  might  choose  to  take  the 
benefit  of  the  treaty)  should  be  pardoned  as  to 
life,  but  be  .'obliged  to  depart  out  of  Ireland. 
The  following,  dated  the  29th  of  July,  1798, 
and  signed  by  seventy-three  persons,  have  been 
given  as  the  terms  of  the  contract: — "  That  the 
^'  undersigned  state  prisoners  in  the  three  prisons 
*'  of  Newgate,  Kilmainham,  *and  Bridewell, 
'*  engage  to  give  every  information  in  their 

*  The  application  is  saad  to  have  b^en  made  through  coy^- 
tellor  Dobbs,  a  member  of  th^  l^ouse  of  commons,  bv  somQ 
chiefi  of  the  conspirajcy. 
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•'*  power  of  the  whole  of  the  internal  transac- 
•*  tions  of  the  United  Irishmen ;  and  that  each  * 
^'  of  the  prisoned  shall  give  detailed  information 
^*  of  every  transaction  that  has  passed  between 
"  the  United  Irishmen  and  foreign  states ;  but  • 
**  that  the  prisoners  are  not,    by  naming  Or 
**  describings  to  implicate  any  person  whatever; 
"  and  that  they  are  ready  to  emigrate  to  sucfe 
'*  country  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  them 
"and  goverhment,  and  give  security  not  to 
*'  return  to  this  country  without  the  permission 
**  of  government,  and  not  pass  into  an  enemy's 
**  country  ;-T-if^  on  so  doing,  they  are  to  be  freed 
"  from  prosecution:  and' also  Mr.  Oliver  Bond 
**  be  permitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  pro-- 
**  posal.     The  state  prisoners  also  hope  that  the 
**  benefit  of  this  proposal  may  be  extended  to 
*•  such  persons  in  custody,  or  not  in  custody, 
**  as  may  choose  to  benefit  by  it/'    In  conse- 
quence  of  this  agreement,    some  rebel  chiefs, 
who  hitherto  had  remained  in  arms,  among  whom 
vas  Aylmer,  surrendered  their  persons.      Six 
'  principals  of  the   union,    particularly  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  Dr.  M'Nevin, 
and  Samuel  Neilson,  gave  dkaiis  on  oath,  in 
their  examinations  before  <thesecret  committees 
dP  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  in  whose  reports, 
published  by  authority  of  government,   is  con- 
tallied  a  mass  of  iiifonpation  concerning  the 
cpnspijmcv. 
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Whatever  were  the  original  terms  of  the  coa- 
tract,  and  by  whatever  subsequent  events  the 
contractors  were  influenced  or  affected^  the  prin^- 
inpal  prisoners   (fifteen  in  number)  were   not 
liberated,  ^nd  a  power*was  reserved  by  ministers 
to  detain  them  in  custody,  at  least  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  with  France.     Doubtless 
for  this  the  members  of  adiAinistration  had  sub- 
^tantial  reasons,  of  which  they  might  think  the 
publication  improper.     In  all  proba]>ility  Oliver 
Bond  would  have  been  cme  of  the  number  thus 
reserved  for  long  confinement,   if  he  had  not 
been  liberated  by  death— ^an  apoples^y  putting  an 
end  to  his  life  suddenly. in  prison, 
.    In  a  pamphlet  styled  a  Letter  from  Arthur 
jQ^Connor  to  lord  Castlereagh,  dated  from  priaon, 
January  the  4th,  1799>  that  minister  is  directly 
charged  with  a  viplatiou  of  the  contract,  and  a 
misrepresentaUpn  to  parliament  of  the  transact 
tions  between  h'm^  and  the  prisoners  of  st^te^ 
Other  charges  are  made,  one  of  which  is  thattb^ 
information  given  by  these  prisoners  to  govern- 
ment, was  garbled  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the 
ministry,^  and  particularly,    that  6i  a  hundred 
pages^  delivered  by  O'Connor  himself,  only  on^ 
lias  been  published. ip  the  reports  of  the  secr^ 
committees,    ^jn^etp  this  pamphj^et^  in  yfkicli 
his  lordship  is  peremptorily  chijlenged  to  disr 
j>rove  any  of  t^e  .charges  thei^ein  made,  n0  r^ply 
has  appeared,  we  have  only  the  honour  and  ittte^ 
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grif  y  of  hi8  londshtp  bnd  others  fin:  a  disproof  of 
these  accttsatiotas,  which  may  ibe  a  Tindicatioa 
to  persons  acquainted  with  his  lordship's  oha* 
i^cterw  The  pamphlet  vas  said  to  have  hecti 
suppressed'  by  government,  at  least  was  not 
otherwise  than  clandestinely  sold  and  circulated. 
The  author  expi^ssly  clears  the  lordl  lieutenant 

,  of  all  blame  in  these  transactions.  The  honour 
of  the  marquis  Cornwallis  remains  unimpeached 
even  by  tbe  boldest  of  all  the  chiefs  of  the  con- 
•spiraoy. 

Whellber  the  negociation  between  government 
and  tbe  principal  conspirators  had  any  connexion 
vithy  or  influence  on  the  bill  of  amnesty,  mini^ 
'isters  alone  can  answer,  and  tlie  secrets  of  admi* 
nistration  are  not  lightly  to  be  divulged. ,  The 
affirmative  seems,  to  be  insinuated  in  the  above- 
^mentioned  pamphlet,  and  an  opinion  of  that 
mature  to  bave  been,  at  the  time  of  the  bargain, 
(propagated  among  people  connected  with  the 

^insurgents,  who  spake  of  sfome  ajB^reement  as  of 
a  treaty  of  peace.  tBut  the  expediency  of  putting 
<a  stoptoaTcaseer  of  slau^ter,  a  continutctioti 
xtf  which  must  liave  depopulated  the  country, 
-ought  to  be  sufiicient  in  itself  to  account  ibr  a 
Jimited  pardon  to  prostrate  rebels.  By  tbe  neces* 
3ary  exception  lof  certain  crimes,  a  ^eld  widie 
•enough  buy  bpen  still  for  the  punishment  of  in- 
Airreetion:;  i'Oreat  numbers,  in  the  course  of 
|Ero6ecutioiv^9iffi9Fed,.mai>y  deserredly/and  some 
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on  such  evidence  as  ivould  not  be  admitted  in 
times  of  calm  investigation.  To  prevent  the 
evil  consequences  of  any  precipitancy  of  judg- 
:inent,  which  ihi^ht  too  easily  happen  in  trials 
by  court-martial,  orders  were  after  *V)me  time 
issued,  thkt  execution  should  not  follow  the 
trial  till  after  the  transmission  of  the  minutes  to 
the  seat  of  government,  and  their  inspection 
by  the  viceroy. 

Assassinations,  from  religious  or  political  mo- 
tives, would  probably  have  ceased,  soon  after 
the  granting  of  protections,  if  some  desperate 
:  rebels,  reinforced  by  deserters  from  soYne  regi- 
^xnents  of  Irish  militia,  had  not  remained^  in  arms 
-in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow,  and  the  dwarf 
t^oods  of  Kiliaughrim,  near  Enniscorthy.  De«^ 
sertions  from  these  regiments,  composed  mostly 
of  Romanists,  were  much  apprehended  by  some 
in  the  time  of  the  rebellion ;  but  providentially 
here,  as  in  other  instances,  the  event  was  too 
late  for  the  service  of  the  rebel  cause.  A  very 
few  had  deserted  to  the  insurgents  while  they 
;weTC  in  force,  and  these  few  seemed  not  veil  tb 
.relidh  the  change  .from  a  regular  army  to  a  dison- 
dqriy  .multitude.  Yet,  from  same  strange  mov^ 
ment  of  the  mind,  after  the  rebellion  was  com^ 
pletely^  j|uelled,  and  only  a  few  desperadoes^ 
probably  npt  above  three  hundred  in  all,  ^  rev 
mained  in  arms,  in  the  twb  devioiis  retreats 
above-mentioned,  many  soldiers,  particularly  <)i 
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the  Antrim  and  King's  Comity  regirlliints,  fled 
from  their  posts  to  these  despefadoes,  ^ith  whom 
they  could  rationally  expect  no  *t)etter  fortunit 
than  a  very'^ort'Iifti  of  hardship  and  i^pitie^' 
ended  by  the.eicecution  of.  the  gun  or  the  halteic 
So  great;  faovever^  was  the  terror  of  this  banditti; 
in  the  vicinity  dp  their  lurking  places,  that  those 
protestants  who^had  remained  in  the  country  in, 
the  time  of  the  rebellion,  now  found  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  refuge  in  towtisi; 
But,  after  a  Httle  time,  the  woods  of  Killaughrtnt; 
secured  by  the  army/  were  cleared  of  (their  prc^ 
datory  inhabitants,  ''who  had  ludicrously  styled 
themselves  Babes  of  the  JVood, .  and  :tipanquillity^ 
was  in  that  quarter  restored  to  the  country. 

The  party  in  the  Wicklow:  mpuntakis^  wfao^e 
range  was  much  more  extensive^  and  haunta 
much  more  difficult  of  access^  continued  und^r 
two  chiefs  of  the  names  of  Holt  and.Hacket,  to 
ai^ioy  the  country  for  a  longer  time,  ^  and  iii  a 
more  fprmidaUe  degree ;  issuing  suddenly  from 
tbdr  fastness  to  perpetrate  burnings  and  mas- 
sacres, and  retiring  bef(>re  troops  could  arrive  tci 
intercept  them. 

As  the  massacres  were  found  to  be  committed 
entirely  from  a  spirit  of  religions  hatred,  aiad  as 
the  real  perpetrators  could  iiot  be  brought  ta 
justice,  a  mode,  was  adopted,  which  necessity 
alone  could  justify;  but  it  proved  efiectuai 
Where  any  ptotestsnts  were  murdered^  By  thescf 
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banditti  op  their  ce«fbdemte^>  a  g^reatef  nubiWr 
of  Rpinahtsto  ^^epe>  ^t  to  death  in  the  same 
Eeigbbputhoori  by  tjieyeometi.   Thus  at  Castle^* 
towa  four  miles  ftom  Gorey,  where  four  protest** 
Wis  wevf  massaered  ia  ther  mght  b^  Hacket, 
^even  Roinanists  were  slain  in. revcngie;   and  at 
Attghrim  in  the  county  of  Wicklowi.  ten  miles 
from  the  same  town,  twenty •sevea  of  the  lattet 
were  killed  m  consequence  of  ssurders  com* 
nitted  on  the  foriner.     Harassed  inoessantly  by 
the  pursuits  of  yeosnen  and  scddiery,  while  tfat 
dreary  motuitiainsr  in  .the  winter  season  afforded 
lK>  sheltev,  the  nuntb^rs  of  tlie  banditti  daily 
dtmintshed::  Hacket  was  killed  by.  *capt«  Atkins 
near  Arklowv  a  tn*ave  youngp  man,,  who. had  been 
a  yeoman  officer,  in  de&nce  of  his  house  ^-^Hblt 
iwrendered   for . .  transportation  to .  the  eari  of 
Pbwerdconrt;.  and  thesei  baxula  of  robbers  at 
length  totally  disapfteared. 
;  The  burnings  and  phmderings,  committed  bj 
these  desperadqeS).  angmented  hi  some  degree 
the  desolation  icamed  in  the  couttitio  of  Wex-i 
ford,  Widklow,  and  the  neighbouring  parts,  by 
the  ravages  of  rebellion,    .Such  was^e  desotax 
f ion  that,  together  with  a  multitttde  of  cabins, 
ikrm-liouses,  and  gentienlen's  seats  in  the  open 
countiy,  the  towns  of  Carnew,  Tinnchely,  Hac- 
ketstown,  Donard,  Blesington,  and  Killedmbnd, 
were  destroyed  by  fire;  beside  partial  destruc* 
tions  in  otlier  towns,  as  Ross,  wbeve  above  thred 
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h«iid(^  bofises,  mostly  cabi<)$,  were  consntned ; 
and  &)nisGorthy^  nmch  the ,  greater  part  of 
which  was  ruined.  Where  a*  town  remained  any 
time  in  possession  of  the  rebels,  what^  houses 
escaped  the  flames  were  in  general  so  damaged 
as  to  be  reduced  barely  to  the  walls  and  roof; 
the  door-cases,  window^-caaesi  bases,  and  sur- 
bases  of  the  chambers  and  chimney  pieces  being 
destroyed, .  and  the  furniture  broken,  burned^  or 
carried  away.  MostW  the  devastations  by  fire, 
perpetrated  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  and  the 
adjoining  districts,  had  place  after  the  cause  of 
the  rebels  was  become  desperate,  after  they 
had  been  dislodged  from  all  their  posts  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  and  obliged  to  take  re- 
fuge i:n  the  desert  mountains:  whence  we  may 
infer  that  the  object  of  these  rebels,  when  their 
hopeS'  of  revolution  were  frustrated,  was  to 
render  the  country  of  as  little  value  as  possible 
to  their  opponents. 

The  devastation  and  plundering  sustained  by 
the  loyalists  was  not  the  work  of  the  rebels 
alone.  Great  part  of  the  damage  was  committed 
by  the  soldiery,  who  commonly  completed  the 
ruin  of  deserted  houses,  in  which  they  had  their 
quarters,  and  often  plundered  without  distin{:tiou 
of  loyalist  and  croppy.  *    The  Hessians  exceeded 

♦  I  mean  not  to  throw  blame  on  any  who  unpremedhately, 
md  without  neglect  of  their  duty,  shared  the  plunder  of  bouses 
of  reputed  rebels  consigned  lo  military  depredation.    Thus, 
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the  othef  troops  in  the  business  of  depredation ; 
and  many  loyalists  who  had  escaped  from  the 
rebels,  were  put  to  death  by  these  foreigners. — 
To  send  such  troops  into  the  country  in  such  a 
state  of  affairs,  was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a 
Wrong  step  in  goveniment,  who  cannot  be 
supposed  indifferent  to  the  lives  of  loyal  subjects. 
By  what  influence  the  plundering  was  permitted 
so  long  to  the  soldiery,  in  some  parttf  of  the 
country,  after  ihe  rebellion  was  quelled,  I  shall 
not  at  present  pretend  to  state.  The  publication 
of  some  facts,  of  which  I  have  acquired  infor- 
mation, may  not  perhaps  be  as  yet  safe, — On  the 
arrival  of  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  howevei-,  with 
his  regiment  of  Scottish  Highlanders,  in  Gorey, 
the  scene  was  totally  altered.  T^  the  immortal 
honour  of  this  regiment,  its  behaviour  was  such 
as,  if  it  were  universal  among  soldiers,  would 
render  a  military  government  amiable.  To  the 
astonishment  of  the  (until  then  miserably 
harassed)  peasantry,  not  the  smallest  trifle,  even 
a  drink  of  butter-milk,  would  any  of  these 
Highlanders  accept,  without  the  payment  of  at 

doubtless,  lord  Kingsborough  thought  his  conduct  blamelessy 
vrben  he  went,  the  day  aftw  his  liberation  from  Wexford^  to 
Mr.  Cornelius  Grogan's  house,  and  took  but  of  the  stable  two 
coach-horses  to  sell.  But  if  we  should  find  the  attention  of 
any  general  officer  so  absorbed  in  a  system  of  plunder,  as  to 
leave  him  no  leisure  for  fighting,  perhaps  we  might  thinly  biot 
aot  enttfely  blamelesi. 
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least  the  full  value.  General  Skerrett,  colonelof 
the  Durham  fenfliibk;  infantr)%  who  succeeded 
the  generous  marquis  in  the  command  of  that 
posti  observed  so  strict  a  discipline,  that  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  military  depredation. 

But,    though    by    the     conduct    naturally 
expected  in  general  officers,  the  royal  trocf»t 
assumed  tlieir  proper  place,  in  becoming  the 
protectors,  instead  of  pillagers,  of  the  people, 
the  country  was    miserably  afflicted    all    the 
en^uipg  winter  by  gangs  of  nocturnal  marauders, 
jas  iis  generally  the  case  after  the'  commotions  of 
civM  warfare.    These  appear  to  have  consisted 
solely  at  fixst  of  the  lower  classes  of  loyalist^ 
some  of  whom  might  think,  or  pretend  to  think, 
that  they  were  making  reprisals  from  those  who 
had  plundered  them    or  their  friends  in  the 
rebellion.     But  a  system  of  unlawful  violence, 
if  not  speedily  coerced,  will  be  carried  to  excesses 
which  admit  no  excuse  or  palliation.     Should  we 
suppose  that  none  except  persons '  guilty  of 
rebellioa  and  pillage  were  the  subjects  of  plunder 
to  these  marauders,  yet  the  loyalist  landlords  and 
creditors  of  these  ruined  people  must  also  be 
sufferers.     But    by    whatever  pretences    they 
might  endeavour  to  impose  even  on.  their  own 
consciences,   lucre   was  their   object,    without 
regard  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  persons 
who  were  the  subjects  ef  their   depredation* 
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With  these  erroneously  termed  loyalist  robbers^ 
in  a  little  time  some  croppies  were  admitted  to 
associate ,  and  •  the  latter  sometimes  ,  formed 
separate  parties  ;  but  the  Romanists  alone  were 
the  subjects  of  pillage,  because  these,  being 
disarmed  at  the  quelling  ^f  the  insurrection, 
were  incapable' of  defending  theit houses;  while 
to  attack  protestants,  who.  wer6  every 'where 
furnished  with  arms,  appeared  too  dangerous  to 
these  adventurers.  The  wretched  sufferers  were 
not  only  destitute  of  the  means  of  resistance^ 
but  even  of  the  sad  consolation  of  complaint ; 
threatened  with  death  and  the  burnii-g  of  their 
houses,  if  they  should  dare  to  give  information 
of  the  robbery.  Many  houses,  in  feet,  were 
fired  in  the  course  of  this  melancholy  winter, 
the  inhabitants  hardly  escaping  from  the  flames^ 
and  the  cattle  Sometimes  consumed  alive  in  the 
conflagration.  How  some  survived  the  hard- 
ships of  this  dreary  season,  who  were  deprived 
of  their  provisions,  beds,  bed-clothes,  and  nearly 
of  their  wearing  apparel,  in  the  midst  of  deep 
snow  and  severe  frost,  seems  not  easily  account- 
able, llie  magnitude  of  the  evil,  which  tended 
to  desolate  the  country,  and  which  is  suspected 
to  have  been  most  unwisely  encouraged  by  the 
connivance  of  some  yeoman  officers,  roused  at 
last  the  attention  of  some  public-spirited  gentle- 
men, by  whose  exertious  these  violences  were  }fj 
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degrees  restrained,  but  not  completely  sup- 
pressed* One  species  of  mischief^  was,  the 
jbuming  of  Romish  chapels  in  the  night,  of 
which  hardly  one  escaped  in  the  extent  of 
several  miles  around  Gorey.  This,  though  it 
evinced  a  puerile  spirit  of  religious  antipathy, 
little  honourable  to  any  description  of  people, 
was  of  a  nature  far  less  cruel  I  have  heard 
Roman  catholic  gentlemen  say,  that  the  burning 
of  one  poor  cabin  must  cause  more  actual  misery 
than  that  of  hundreds  of  chapels. 

To  form  a  probable  estimate  of  the  detriment 

sustained  by  the  country,  in  consequence  of  the 

united  conspiracy,  would  be  doubtless  a  matter 

of  considerable  difficulty.     Some  idea  of  it  may 

be  conceived  from  the  claims  of  compensatioA 

fior  tlieir  losses  made  on  government  by  suffering 

loyalists,  according    to  an  act  of  parliament^ 

which  marks  very  strongly  the  amiable  natur^ 

bfthe  political  constitution  l^hich  the  British 

islands  enjoy.     Soon  after  the  commencemenjt 

of  the  insurrection,  and  the  flight  of  many 

,    loyalists  to  the  metropolis,  and  other  plates,  for 

safety,  the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 

was  voted  by  the  liouse  of  commons,   for  tha 

*  The  most  snccessfd  exertions  for  th^  pea<»  of  the  country 
were  made  by  Hawtry  White,  Esq.  captain  of  the  Ballaghkeea 
cavalry.  This  gentleman  had  acquired  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  an  intended  rebeliton  in  the  county  ot  Wexford,  and  wi» 
extremely^active  in  attiempts  to  preyent  and  snppreas  it|  vithatft 
say  act  of  unnecessary  violex^p^  pr  cruelty, 
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immediate  relief  of  such  among  them  as  shoald 
appear  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence ;  and 
for  the  distribution  of  this  money,  a  most  respect- 
able body  of  commissioners  was  appointed^  who 
gave  to  the  claimants,  according  as  the  circum- 
stances of  their  several  cases  appeared  to  require, 
sums  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds.  The  claimants 
were  so  numerous  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  which  was  at  first  delivered,  soon  fell 
short  of  the  purpose;  but  the  deficiency  was  from 
the  same  fountain  supplied,  and  relief  was  refaseid 
to  none  who  appeared  proper  objects. 

Government  confined  not  its  views  to  the 
immediate  or  temporary  relief  of  the  suffering 
loyalists.  In  a  message  delivered  by  Lord  Castle* 
jreagh,  to  the  house  of  commons,  from  the  lord 
lieutenant  on  the  17th  of  July,  the  compensation 
of  their  losses  was  recommended  by  his  majesty. 
Tlie  sufferers  were  directed  to  send  authenticated 
estimates  of  their  losses  to  the  commissioners,  and 
provision  was  afterwards  made  by  act  of  parlia* 
ment  for  the  compensation  of  these  losses,  altoge- 
ther, or  in  part,  according  to  circumstances* 
The  authentication  required  was  the  affidavit 
of  the  claimant,  together  with  affidavits  of 
the  minister  of  the  parish  and  the  c1aimant*s 
landlord^  or  the  landlord*s  agent,  declaring  their 
sincere  belief  of  the  claimant's  loyalty  and 
of  the  truth  of  his  estimate.  As  these  authea* 
ticated  affidavits  of  the  clergy  were  indispensably 
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sequited  to  be  all  in  their  own  hand'-writing, 
while  those  of  the  landlords  or  agents  might  be 
written  by  any  person,  the  gratuitous  labour 
consigned  to  the  parish  ministers  was  great,  ia 
some  cases  enormous.  Sometimes  a  clergyman, 
in  the  absence  of  others,  was  obliged  to  act  for 
more  parishes  than  one,  while  business  was 
multiplied  by  various  causes.  Frequently  diffe- 
rent sons  and  daughters  of  the  same  man,  though 
unmarried,  and  constituting  part  of  his  houshold, 
made  separate  claims,  beside  that  of  the  father. 
Frequently  four  ^davits  were  demanded  for 
one  claimant,  for  subsistence,  his  house,  his 
instruments  of  agriculture,  and  his  general  losses. 

If  any  informality  was  found  in  the  estimates^ 
(which  from  the  hurry  of  the  persons  paid  to 
draw  them,  often  happened)  the  three  lattec 
affidavits  must  be  made  again  a  second,  or  per- 
haps a  third  time;  so  that  ten  affidavits  were 
sometimes  made  by  a  clergyman  for  one  person. 

The  number  of  claimants  whose  affidavits  were 
sent  to  the  commissioners  before  the  10th  of 
April,  1799»  ffpm  the  counties  of  Kildare, 
Wicklbw,  Wexford,  and  Kilkenny,  was  three 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  and 
the  estimates  which  they  made  of  their  losses 
amounted  in  all  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
sixty  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
pounds.  Of  these  claimants  the  county  of 
Wexford  furnished  two  thousand  one  hundred 
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and  thirty-seven ;  the  estimates  of  whose  losses 
amounted  to  almost  three  faundres^  and  seven 
thousand  pounds.  The  claims  of  some,  I  believe^ 
greatly  exceeded  their  losses ;  and,  some  who 
acquired  by  plunder  perhaps  more  than  they  had 
lost>  made  large  demands  of  compensation.  To 
the  latter  circumstance  the  commissioners  seen) 
not  to  have  sufficiently  attended  at  first,  though 
they  have  afterwards  considered  it*  On  the 
other  hand,  a  few  were  so  modest  as  not  to  claim 
half  thfe  compensation  which^hey  might  have 
claimed  with  truth ;  and  in  gefieral  the  estimates 
were  so  moderate,  that  the  sum  total  of  them,  in  my 
opinion^  bore,  to  that  of  the  losses  no  greater  pro- 
portion, than  that  of  two  to  three.  Many  claims 
wiere  sent  from  other  counties;  and,  since  thft 
10th  of  -April,  1799,  a  number  also  from 
the  four  counties  above  mentioned.  The  sum 
total  amounted. to  a  million  and  twenty-three 
thousand  pou^ids ;  of  which  more  than  the  hilf^ 
or  five  hundi'ed  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds, 
was  claimed  by  the  county  of  Wexford :  but 
who  will  pretend  to  compute  the  damages  <rf  the 

*  la  tny  opinion  also  a  great  distinction  ought  to  have  beea 
made  between  those  vfho  had  fought  and  bled  in  the  defence  o( 
|;overnment,  and  those  who  (declining  to  give  any  other  kind  of 
assistance  than  fo  denominate  all  persons  jocobins^  except  the 
•unqualified  flatterers  of  admniiitration)  fled  to  England  before 
the  rebellion,  and  left  those  Jacobins  the  task  of  fighting  for 
their  propertiee,  and  the  supp6rt  of  govexnmc^t* 


iniSn    REBELLIOK.  9,¥f 

croppies,  vhose  houses  were  burned,  or  effecU 
pillaged  or   destroyed,  and  who,    barred  from 
compensation,  sent  no  estimates  ta  the  comnp^isr 
sioners  ?    Perhaps  if  the  whole  amount  of  th« 
detriment  sustained  by  this  unfortunate  island, 
in  consequence  of  the  united  conspiracy,  were 
c6njectm^d  at  two/millions,  a  sum  of  such  magni^ 
tudc  might  not  exceed,  or  even  equal  tlte  reality. 
'  But  the  destruction  of  property  was  not  the 
only  species  of  damage  resulting  to  the  comttiU* 
.nity  from  this.iilafdted  combination.     To  this 
may  be  added  the  loss  of  lives,  the  neglect  of 
industry  by  an  idle  turn  acquired  by  the  minds 
of  men  from  warfare  or  the  preparations  for  it,  ' 
the  obstruction  of  commerce,  tlie  interruption 
of  credit  in   pecuniary  transactions^   and  .ths 
depravation  of  morals  in  those  places  which  were 
the  seats  of  civil  violence. --^Perhaps  to  take  a 
ahort  netrospective  glance  of  the  political  trans* 
nctions  of  Ireland  in  the  period   concerning 
which  I  have  written,  with  a  few  observations 
and  jreflectionsy  may  not  beimproper  in  this  place. 
From  the  forgoing  part  of  this  work  it  may  be 
understood,  that  of  those  who  formed  plans  in 
opposition  to  ministry,  for  what  they  either  actu- 
ally believed  or  pretended  to  believe,  a  melioratioa 
of  the  body  politic  of  Ireland,  some  were  merely 
i;^fof mists,  others  revolutionists.     To  reform  th& 
mode  of  election,  a^d  consequently  the  consti- 
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tution^  of  the  house  of  cominons  was  the  aim  of 
the  former ; — to  annihilate  the  existing  govern- 
ment,  and  erect  an  entirely  new  one  in  its^ 
place,  unconnected  with  the  st^te  of  Britain, 
that  of  the  latter;  who  generally  endeavoured 
to  conceal  their  designs  from  others.    In  my    ^ 
opinion  the  sort  of  reform  which  they  should 
have  recommended  would  be,  to  allow  none  to 
vote    in    elections    except    men    possessed  of 
about  a  hundred  pounds  a-year  at  least,  of  clear 
income  from  land,  or  some  equivalent;,  for  the 
votes  of  the  multitudes  of  poor  freeholders  are 
virtually  the  votes  of  only  a  few  individuals— 
two  or  three  persons  of  great  estates  commonly 
disposing  of  the  places  in  parliament  for  a  county  ; 
while  the    sufFerages    of   gentlejnen  of  small 
property  are  lost  in  the  ocean  of  nominal  voters^ 
whose  attendance  on  elections  is  commonly  a 
disagreeable  piece  of  service,  from  which  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  be  excused.    The  mode 
proposed  by  the  society  of  United  Irish,  mentioned 
in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  to  admit  all  adult 
males,  without  regard  to  property,  to  vote  in  the 
electionsfor  membersof  parliament,  was  evidently, 
a  revolutionary  plan,  which,  if  adopted,  would  in 
-  all  probability  have  involved,  as  an  immediate 
consequence,  commotions  more  bloody  than  those 
of  France;  or  if  it  could  have  been  established^' 
must  have  thrown  the  government  of  the  natiou 
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virtttally  into  the  hands  of  a  few  ambitious  mea^ 
some  |>erhaps  of  its  worst  members. 

Catholic  emancipation  was  an  immediate  ol^ect 
with  bbth  reformers  and  revolutionists,  as  a 
necessary  step;  since  without  the  united  support 
of  the  people  collectively,  they  could  have  no 
reasonable  hopes  of  success  in  their  schemes  in 
Opposition  to  the  ministry^  As  to  unite  with  the 
Bomanists,  and  thereby  to  bring  a  vast  accession 
to  the  weight  of  the  people  in  the  political  scale;, 
was  a  primary  part  in  the  plan  of  oppositionists^ 
who  hoped  to  have  the  management  of  the  popular 
influence;  so,  on  the  other  hand,  to  create  disu- 
nion in  the  national  system,  and  tl^reby  to  break 
its  force,  is  believed  to  have  been  an  object  with 
ministry;  afid  some  steps  of  that  tendency 
appear  to  have  been  taken.  These  I  believe  to 
have  been  superfluous.  The  discordance  of  the 
parties  was. too  great  ever  to  admit  any  solid  or 
permax\ent  coalition.  Whateverspecious junction 
might  be  formed  of  the  religious  sects,  deep 
distrust  would  lie  beneath,  and  explode  on  the 
first  grand  commotion.  Nor  was  the  cohduct 
of  the  Romanists,  by  their  separate  and  secret 
consultations,  the  publications  of  some  of  their 
clergy,  and  the  spirit  of  religious  hostility 
betrayed  by  many  of  the  lower  classes,  adapted 
to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  protestants,  or 
induce  thdm  tp  expect  a  cordial  or  ^incere  coali^ 
tion.    Of -this  inveterate  discordance  the  chie& 
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of  the  conspiiacy  seemed  to  be  sensible,  when; 
after  the  failure  of  the  plan  of  insurrection  m 
Ulster  in  the  year  1797,  thqy  appear  to  have 
placed  dieir  depefidanoe  on  the  Romanists  almost 
.  aloneas  theiustrumentsof  revolution,  sinceaniong 
the  means  adopted  to  seduce  them  into  the  con- 
spiracy, some,  though  probably  the  most  cogent, 
were  certainly  the  most  adverse  to  the  union  'of 
Mcts,  and  tended  to  exclude  the  protestants 
from  the  association — I  m^an  tlie  inflaming  of 
religious  hatred,  and  the  terrors  industriously 
propagated  of  tlie  intended  masacresof  Romaiiists' 
by  Orangemen.  If  the  protestant  chiefs  of  the 
xx>nspiracy  hoped  that,  after  the  excitettient  of  the 
Uomanists  to  insurrection  by  such  means,  they 
filiould  be  able  to  controul  and  direct  their  opera- 
tions, tiiey  were,  I  believe,  roos*-  ^gregiousty 
iDtfetaken,  and  would  have  found  themselves 
itteafitricably  entrapped  in  their  own  shares. 

Previous^ly  to  this,  division  had  taken  place: 
atiK>ttg  the  teformists.  Som^,  irritated  at  what 
they  regarded  as  the  obstinacy  of  adminisMtion, 
wlio  rejected  all  projects  of  reform,  coaleBeed' 
with  the  United  Irish  ;  white  others,  juiAljr 
alarmed  at  the  menacing  prospects  of  affaJra^ 
relinquished  for  the  present  all  schemes  of  refoitn> 
and  joined  their  efforts  with  thbse  of  government 
for  the  preservation  of  the  state.  The  secession  of 
these  members  caused  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig 
Giub^  which  4Mld  -subsisted  M  near  the  close  </ 
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Nov.  that  year,  directed  to  the  right  hon.  Henry 
Grattan,  as  temporary  cliairinan  of  the  club,  and 
Afterwards  published  in  the  newspapers,  Richard 
Griffith,  Esq.  of  MtUicent,  in  tlie  county  «C 
Kildare,  who  had  been  one  of  its  most  respectable 
fiien^ibers — a  man  of  great  fortune,  and  of  4 
highly  estimable  character,  for  integrity  an4 
abilities  both  in  writing  and  speaking — requested 
his  name  to  be  expunged  from  the  list,  sincei , 
when  the  constitution  was  attacked  by  revoluti 
onists  at  home,  and  enemies  abrofid,  he  thought 
the  nation  in  too  feverish  a  state  for  the  agitatioa 
of  the  question  of  reform,  ^ 

A  sense  of  the  public  danger,  which  caused  tht 
tlesertion  of  the  popular  party  by  this  gentleman 
nnd  some  others,  caused  also  the  ado^ion  of  a 
ijoercive  system  by  the  ministry.  That  some 
scheme  of  coercion  was  indispensably  necessafy, 
for  the  preservation  of  the  existing  government^ 
cannot  I  think,  be  doubted  by  any  person*  Bu^ 
whether  the  plan  of  coercion  digested  by  the 
ministry  was  in  all  respects  judicious ;  and 
Vhetlier,  if  it  were  judiciously  framed,  it  wa4 
executed  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  framers ; 
toe  qiiestiOnS  whose  discussion  I  defer  to  another 
time.  •  To  charge  to  the  account  of  administra* 
t:k>n  the  outrages  committed  on  loyal  or  peace- 
fible  Subjects  by  men  who;  under  the  mask  of 
/M(al  for  the-  doyal  serWce,  took  the  opportunity 
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afforded  by  the  temporary  suspension  of  legal 
government,  to  indulge  with  impunity  the  malig* 
mint  diposition  of  their  hearts,  would  be  hig^ily 
unjust.  For  when,  by  the  formidable  machina- 
tions of  the  conspirators,  government  was  once 
driven  to  the  lamentable  necessity  of  such  a  plan 
of  counteraction  as  involved  in  it  aninterruption 
of  the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  and  the  arming 
of  those  who  pretended  to  be  friends  of  Govern- 
ment with  a  kind  of  discretionary  power,  (what 
sort  of  friends  some  wer^  I  have  already  hinted) 
to  regulate  the  conduct  of  these,  or  to  determine 
how  far  the  outrages  committed  by  some  qf  them 
were  the  effects  of  private  malice,  general  male- 
"volenc^  or  unaffected  zeal  in  a  weak  atad  ignorant 
mind^  was  utterly  impossible  for  ministers,  remote 
as  they  were, from  the  scenes  of  action. 

Instances  of  useless  outrages  were  innumerably 
yet  some  for  elucidation  ought  to  be  given.  A 
protestant  clergyman  passing  tjirough  a  place 
^  near  Newtownbarry,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  May, 
«aw  a  multitude  of  women  and  children. suppli- 
cating on  their  knees  an  officer  of  the  North* 
Cork,  for  permission  to  save  some  of  their  effects 
out  of  their  cabins  which  were  set  on  fire. 
Tliis  was. brutally  refused,  and  the  clergyman 
who  wished  to  intercede,  fbund  a  hasty  retreat 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  person  from  the 
oflicer  and  his  men.  In  the  battle  of  £nniscorthy» 
three  days  after,  this  gallant  officer  could  no 
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where  be  found,  while  the  clergy min  performed 
the  parts  of  both  a  steady  officer  and  an  intrepid 
soldier.  This  officer,  like  many  others,  committed 
this  act  without  authority  from  a  superior,  or 
information  received  by  himself.  Such  were 
matters  of  amusement  to  too  many.* 

Why  a'  military  chief  governor  of  well  known 
abilities  and  judgment,  when  a  military  govern- 
ment was  an  inevitable  expedient,  was  not 
appointed  by  the  British  ministry,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  know.  Such  a  man  would  have 
arranged  the  army  to  the  best  advantage  for  the 
protection  of  the  innocent,  the  coercion  of  the 

*  The  following  is  aa  extract  of  a  letter  which  I  received 
from  a  brave  officer,  who  acted  a  worthy  part  throughout  the 
rebellion.— <^  It  is  a  painful  recollection  that  the  records  of  past 
ages  will  not  influence  the  transactions  of  the  present  generation. 
The  ultimatums  of  all  rebellions  have  enabled  us  to  ascertain 
tiie  violent  methods  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  actors  hat 
been  iQfloencod.  Private  piques  h^ve  been  revenged,  party 
distkicUons  have  raged  with  uncontrolled  fury,  and  yet  more 
dreadthl  than  all,  the  devil  gets  his  opportunity  of  swaying  th« 
minds  of  his /rten^,  and  gives  them  permission  to  perform  acts 
worthy  of  his  hellish  machinations/'  I  believe  that  this  brave 
Huufs  mind  was  impressed,  while  he  wrote,  beside  other  horrors, 
.  with  that  of  a  flogging,  given  by  order  of  Lord  Kingsborough,  to 
two  men  ou  suspicion  of  their  being  rebels,  on  what  grounds, 
none  except  his  lordship  knew.  While  the  drummers  were 
cutting  the  backs  of  these  miserable  men,  his  lordship  was  em- 
ployed in  throwing  salt  into  the  cuts;  nor  were  their  wounds 
allowed  to  be  dressed  for  |wenty-four  hours,  notwithstanding 
the  preHii^  renwnstrances  of  the  ouigeon. 
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guilty,  and  consequently  the  prevention  of  armed 
jfdbeUion,  with  its  horrible  concatenation  of  evill 
Of  the  erroneous  equipment  of  the  yecmian  force 
I  have  already  spoken ;  ako  of  the  sm^Uness  of 
the  body  of  soldiery  sent  for  the  protection  of 
the  county  of  Wexford.  Concerning  the  expe- 
^ence  and  discipline  of  the  commander  of  this 
body,  I- choose  to  he  silent.  If  by  the  assurances 
©f  the  earl  of  Mountnorris,  contrary  to  the 
report  of  its  magistrates,  government  had  such 
reliance  on  the  loyalty  of  tliis  county,  as  to 
think  any  considerable  force  unnecessary  for  the 
conservation  of  its  peace,  why  was  the  system 
of  terror  extended  to  it,  when  that,  in  such  a 
case,  would  be  also  unnecessary  ?  Coercion  pro* 
perly  attempered  and  supported  may  prevent 
rebellion,  where  every  arrangement  is  made  for 
^s eruption;  otherwi^  it  m^y  cs^use  rebellion 
whei?e  none  is  intended.  Some  cOuntiea  more 
organised  than  that  of  Wexford  rema'med  ia 
guietj  while  civil  commotion  was  raging  else-- 
where,  with  its  woful  concomitants. 

That,  wheh  once  insurrection  took  places  it 
was  attended  with  devastation  wd  massacre,  was 
naturally  to  be  expected  from  the  previous 
exasperation  of  men's  minds^  and  the  deepi 
smothered  sense  of  severities,  inflicted  on  some 
hy  authority,  and  in  that  case  often  justly ;  bu^ 
en  many  others  wantonly,  by  individuals  ves^ted 
with'  no  other  authority  than  what  the  affec^tiosk 
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of  a  vialent  zeal  confers  on  the  most  worthless 
m  such  a  state  of  aiFairs.     If  I   j^ere  asked, 
whether  I  thought  that  the  rebellion  would  have   , 
been  less  bloody,  if  no  unnecessary  or  wanton 
cruelties  had  been  previously  practised,  I  should 
answer,  that  if  it  had  taken  place  under  such 
circumstances,  I  should  suppose  it  would  have 
been  attended  with  much  less  cruelty  in  its  com<* 
njencement ;  but  that  in  caseof  continued  success 
on  the  side  of  the  insurgent^,  and  confidence  of 
being  finally  victorious,  it  would  in  its  progress 
have  become  con:)pletely  sanguinary  and  cruel; 
from   causes  operating  iu"  all  successful  insur- 
fections  of  the  populate,  combined  with  neferioiis 
prejudices  of  religion,  diatnetrically  opposite  to 
the  genuine  spirit  of  Christianity.     Desinging 
villians,  by  the  affectation  of  a  flaming  zeal  for 
their  cause  and  religion,  would  raise  theinselve« 
into  the  notice  and  estimation  of  the  ignorant 
multitude;  and  having  no  other  means  of  self* 
promotion,  would  indulge  at  onceth^ir  ambition 
and  malignity,  by  Instigating  the  rabble  to  acts 
of  atrocity  against  all  whom  they  should  think 
fit  to  denounce  as  concealed  enemies,  or  obstacles, 
to  the  grand  scheme  of  revolution.     Thus  would. 
^  the  protestant  leaders,  and  protestants  in  general^ 
liave  been  first  put  to  death ;  next  after  these, 
any  Roman  catholic  chiefs  of  moderation  and 
spirit  who  might  vainly  endeavour  to  promote  a 
liberal  plan .  of  Tevohition j  and  afterwards  alj' 
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others  who  should  prove  obnoxious  to  the  reign'^ 
ing  demagogues.  In  the  local  and  short-lived 
insurrection  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  this  ten- 
dency of  affairs  was  so  evident  to  Bagenal 
Harvey,  and  other  protestant  leaders,  that  they 
considered  their  doom  as  inevitable,  and  even 
some  Romish  commanders  expressed  apprehen* 
sions.  Thus  Esmond  Kyan,  one  of  the  most 
brave  and  generous  among  them,  declared  to 
Richard  Dowse,  a  protestant  gentleman  of  the 
county  of  Wicklow,  whom  he  had  rescued  from 
assassins,  that  his  own  life  was  irjt^eemaMy 
forfeited ;  for  if  the  rebellion  should  succeed,  his 
own  party  would  murder  him,  and  if  it>hould  not; 
succeed,  bis  fate  must  be  death  by  .martial  law ; 
which  happened  according  to  his  predktion.  Even 
iPhilip  Roche,  whose  character,  as. a  priest,  might 
be  supposed  to  insure  his  safety  with  his  own 
followers,  made  a  similar  declaration  to  Walter 
Greene,  a  protestant  gentleman  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  whose  life  he  had  protected. 

To  suppose  that  the  insurgents  were  all  alik^ 
sanguinary  or  prone  to  cruel  deeds,  would  be  as 
little  conformable  to  truth  as  to  probability^ 
Many  of  even  the  lowest  were  men  of  humanity; 
but  amid  so  wild  an  agitation,  so  furious  a  com^- 
motion,  the  modestand  feeble  voi^ce  of  compassion 
was  drowned  by  the  loud  and  arrogant  clamour 
of  destruction  to  enemies !  revenge  on  the  bloody 
orange  dogs!    Among  the   loyalists,    whoever 
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attetftpted  to  moderate  the  fury  of  his  associates, 
or  prevent  the  commission  of  wanton  cruelties 
on  defenceless  prisoners,  or  other  helpless  objects, 
was  generally  browbeaten  and  silenced  by  the  cry 
of  croppy — a  term  very  liberally  bestowed    by 
zealots,    on   men  who  manifested   a  wish  that 
loyalists  should  act  in  a  manner  most  honourable 
to  themselves,  and  most  promising  of  ultimate 
success  to  their  cause.     Even  some  officers  of 
the  army,  who  reprobated  in  their  hearts'  unne- 
cessary insults  on  defenceless  objects,  were  shy 
to  restrain  the  Serjeants,  and  others  under  their 
command,  from  the  commission  of  such,   lest 
they  should  be  charged  with  croppy i^m.    When 
this   was  the  case  under  a  regular  government 
and  established  military  discipline,  what  was  to 
be  expected  from  tumultuary  bands  of  ignorant 
peasantry,  suddenly  starting  into  action  without 
order  or  subordination  ?  Among  these  the  charge 
6f  orahgeism  was  much  more  formidable  thaa 
that  of  ci^oppyism  among  the  loyalists,  since  in 
the  former  case  it  might  be  much  more  easily 
followed  by  tumultuary  assassination,  where  no 
controlling  power  existed  to  repress  acts  of  vio* 
Ichce,  particularly  such  as  would  seem  to  result 
from  zeal  for  the  cause.  * 

*  The  author  of  a  Nanative  of  transactions  at  Killala,  while' 
the  French  were  in  that  part  of  the  country,  writes  very  justly, 
that  *<  in  popular  commotions  it  has  generally  been  observed » 
^  that  aaturai  talents  go  but  a  little  way  to  procure  influence  ; 

S 
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I  sincerely  believe  the  Irish  to  be  naturally  m 
compassionate  as  any  other  people;  but  ignorance 
and  bigotry  debase  as  yet  the  minds  of  the  great 
majority  in  the  south  and  west  Many  instances 
might  be  given  of  men,  who  at  .the  hazard  oi 
their  own  li  ves^  concealed  and  maintained  loyalists 
until  the  storm  passed  away.  On  the  other  hand^ 
many  might  be  given  of  cruelties  committed  by 
persons  not  natives  of  Ireland.  I  shall  mention 
only  6iie  act,  not  of  what  I  shall  call  cruelty, 
since  no  pain  was  inflicted,  but  feiocity,  not 
calculated  to  soften  the  rancour  of  the  insure 
gents:  Some  soldieis  of  the  Ancient  British 
regiment  cut  open  the  dead  body  of  Father 
Michael  Murphy^  after  the  battle  of  Arklow^ 
took  out  kis  heart,  roasted  the  body,  and  oiled 
their  boots  with  the  grease  which  dripped 
from  it!*   From  the  facts  related Jn foregoing 

^  tke  leader  of  a  mob  is  almost  invariably  the  mantbat  outgoea- 
**  all  the  rest  in  wickedness  and  audiicity/*    Page  77* 

•  Mr.  George  Taylor,  in  bis  Historical  Account  of  the 
Wexfonfiaa  Rebellion  .(p%®  1^^)  s"P>  ''  ^^'^  Mountnorris, 
^  and' some  of  his  troop»  in  viewing  the  scene  of  section,  found* 
^*  the  body  of  the  perfidious  priest  Muiphy,  who  so  mudr 
^  deceived  him  and  the  country.  Being  exasperated,  hit 
<*  lordship  ordered  the  head  to  be  struck  off,  and  his  body  to 
**  be  thrown  into  a  house  that  was  burning,  exclaiming,  IH 
*'  his  bo^  go  where  his  s<ml  is  r  This,  I  believe,  happened, 
as  his  lordship  was  eager  to  demonstrate  his  loyalty ;  but 
others  also  were  concerned.  Some  Ancient  Britons  boasted 
of  iha  above  mentiancd  act»  imd  many  witnesses  were  present 
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parts  of  this  volume,  I  <;an  hardly  be  charged 
with  the  futile  design  of  an  exculpation  of  the 
rebels  with  respect  to  cruelty;  nor  am  I  afrat<i 
of  an  accusation  of  partiality  to  my  country •<> 
men.  Though  by  birth  an  Irish  man,  I  aiA 
trhoUy  British  by  descent ;  and,  my  opinion  is^ 
that  an  historian  ought  not  to  suffes  himself  to  be 
biassed  in  his  writings,  however  he  may  in  hid 
feelings,  by  any  kind  of  partiality.  My  natural 
bias  would  be  to  the  side  of  protestantism  and 
loyalty ;  but  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  office 
of  an  historical  writer,  if  I  should  thus  be  drawn 
irom  the  line  of  truth. 

'  In  one  point,  I  think  we  must  allow  some 
praise  to  the  rebels*  Amid  all  their  atrocities^ 
the  chastity  of  the  fair  sex  was  respected.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  one  instance  to  the 
contrtify  in  the  county  of  Wexford,    though 

while  the  body  laj  burning  oa  a  beam  of  timber.  Sir  Watlux» 
Wynn,  colonel  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  has  asserted,  that  not  a 
man  of  hb  regiment  ever  touched  the  Remains  of  Father 
Murphy.  This  he  could  not  possibly  know  unless  he  had  per-* 
tonally  watehed  thehody  during  sixteen  hours.  Sir  Richard 
Musgrave  says,  that  five  officen  of  the  Cavan  militia  will  mzkm 
oath  that  not  an  officer,  or  soldier  of  the  Ancient  Britons,  was 
Vithin  a  mile  of  the  body  while  it  was  burned.  Yet  the  body 
lay  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Arklow,  where  at  least  a  pari 
eJF  the  Ancient  Britons  were  certainly  in  garrison  with  othe^ 
troops.  Captain  Holmes,  of  the  Durham  regiment,  told  me  ia 
,  the  presence  of  several  persons,  that  he  himself  had  assisted  in 
cutting  open  the  breast  with  an  axe«  and  pulling  out  the  heart* 
full  proof  of  the  whole  will  be  given  \n  my  Supplement. 
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many  beautiful  young  women  were  absolutely 
in  their  power.  One  consideration  may  diminish 
the  wonder,  but  not  annihilate  the  merit  of  this 
conduct  in  the  rebels :  they  were  every  where 
accompanied  by  great  numbers  of  women  of  their 
own  party,  who,  in  the  general  dissolution  of 
regular  government,  and  the  joy  of  imagined 
victory,  were  perhaps  less  scrupulous  than  at 
other  timies  of  their  favours.  The  want  of  such 
an  accompaniment  to  the  royal  troops  may  in 
some  degree  account  for  an  opposite  bdiaviour 
in  them  to  the  female  peasantry,  on  their  enter- 
ing into  possession  of  the  country,  at  the  retreat 
of  the  rebels,  many  of  whose  female  relatives, 
promiscuously  with  others,  suiFered  in  respect  of 
chastity,  some  also  with  respect  to  health,  by 
their  constrained  acquaintance  with  the  soldiery. 
Whoever  denies  that  the  rebellion,  from  its 
first,  eruption,  was  made  a  religious  war  by  the 
lower  classes  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  may  as  well 
deny  the  existence  of  any  rebellion  at  all — the 
evidence  of  facts  being  as  clear  in  the  due  as  in 
the  other  case.  But  since  many  person?,  even 
citizens  of  Dublin,  who  were  so  near  the  scene 
of  action,  could  not  believe  that  a  rebellion 
originating  from  a  conspiracy  of  different  sects, 
under  a  most  solemn  renunciation  of  all  religious 
discord,  could,  in  times  when  sentiments  of  a 
liberal  nature  prevail  in  general  throughout 
Europe,  become  at  its  rise  a  war  of  religion^  I 
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have  added  a  short  appendix  in  proof  of  this 
pointy  and  as  an  illustratic  n  of  the  atrocious 
practices  of  that   calamitous  period,  —  Of  ten 
protestant  clergymen  who  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  insurgents  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  five 
were  put  to  death  without  mercy  or  hesitation- 
Robert  Burrowes,  Francis  Turner,  Samuel  Hey- 
don,*  John  Pentland,   and  Thomas  Trocke — ^all 
men  of  regular  conduct,   and  quite  inoffensive. 
Joshua  Nunn,  rector  of  Enniscorthy,  was  pre- 
served under  the  protection  of  Father  Sutton  of 
Enniscorthy,     Roger  Owen,  rector  of  Camolin, 
escaped  by  feigning  to  be  deranged  in  his  under- 
standing.    This  clergyman  has  given,  since  the 
rebellion,  full  proof  of  a  genuine  spirit  of  Christian 
charity,  of  which  I  had  before  believed  hira  pos- 
sessed.    Though  treated  with  such  cruelty  by 
the  rebels,  that  he  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
survive  his  hardships,  he  has  endeavoured  since, 
as  far  as  in  his  power,  to  mitigate  the  rage  of  the 
lower  classes  of  protestants,  who  have  been  too 
apt  to  regard  all  Romanists  in  the  same  light. 
John  Elgee,   rector  of  Wexford,  was  with  diffi- 
culty saved  from  death  by  the  gratitude  of  some 
of  the  lowest  peasants,    for  his "  humanity  to 
prisoners  in  the  goal  of   that  town.      Henry 
Wilson,    incumbent  of   Mulranlcen,   was  with 

♦  The  body  of  Mr.  Hey  don,  who  had  been  greatly  beloved 
for  his  humane  and  amiable  conduct,  was  left  in  the  street  of 
Biiniscorthy  till  it  was  in  great  part  devoured  by  swine^ 
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peculiarly  good  fortune  preserved  by  the  timely 
interposition  of  Bagenal  Harvpy.  I  have  already 
mentioned  the  fate  of  Mr.  Francis,  of  Killegny. 
—The  rest  of  the  Wexfordian  clergy  escaped  to 
different  places, .  particularly  nine  of  them,  with 
many  other  fugitives,  to  Wales,  where,  at  Haver- 
fordwest, they  were  generously  relieved  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  by  money  remitted  to  them  by 
the  humane  attention  of  Dr.  Cleaver^  bishop  of 
Ferns. 

That  protestants  also  acted  with  religious 
bigotry,  may  be  urged  in  opposition  to  what  is 
asserted  concerning  that  of  the  Romanists. 
Many  of  the  lower  classes  of  protectants,  previ- 
ously to  the  rebellion,  possessed  of  an  opinion 
that  they  were  destined  to  destruction  by  the 
Konianists,  whenever  the  latter  should  rise  in 
force,  acted  on  that  presumption,  grievously 
ii^ulted  many  Romanists  who  had  not  shewn  any 
sign  of  hostility,  accused  the  whole  sect  india- 
criminately  of  a  murderous  conspiracy,  and  thus 
made  it  on  their  part  a  religious  quarrel.  Very 
fiorry  am  I  to  have  to  say,  that  in  the  rebellion^ 
and  after  its  suppression,  many  acts  of  cruelty 
were  committed  by  protestants  on  their  Romanist 
countrymen,  with  little  attention  to  personal 
guilt  or  innocence.  After  all,  however,  their 
animosity  was  rather  of  a  political  than  religious 
natuce,  directed  against  a  description  of  men, 
whom  they  regarded  as  their  irreclaimable  enemies 
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-watdungformeans  toextirpate  them  from  society. 
No  su^h  opinion  is  entertained  even  by  the  lowest 
protestants,  that  all  beyond  the'pale  of  their  own 
church  are  -so  accursed,  such  objects  of  divine 
wrath,  that  to  kill  them  is  meritorious.  They 
forced  not  Romanists,  whose  lives  were  in  their 
power,  to  conform  to  the  established  church; 
while,  on  the  other  h^id,  baptism  by  a  Roman 
catholic  priest,  and  conformity  to  the  Romish 
worship,  were  in  general  indispensably  necessary 
steps  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  protest- 
ants  in  the  hands  of  the  Wexfordian .  insur* 
gents. 

Women  and  children  were  not  put  to  death  by 
the  insurgents,  except  in  the  tumultuary  and 
hasty  massacre  at  Scullabogue ;  but  how  far  th6y 
would  have  been  spared,  in  case  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess, notwithstanding  their  baptism,  is  a  matter 
of  some  doubt.  That  in  this  case  the  protestant 
men,  baptized  by  the  priests,  would  have  suffered 
as  insincere  converts,  is  too  probable.  This  hor- 
rible spirit  of  bigotry  I  conceive  to  have  been 
possessed  only  by  the  vulgar,  and  a  very  few 
persons  in  the  rank  of  gentry.  Much  has  been 
said  against  the  Romanist  clergy ;  I  believe  the 
same  sort  of  difference  to  subsist  among  priests 
as  among  other  men,  with  respect  to  clearness  of 
iudgment,  natural  humanity,  and  religious  bene- 
volence, or  Christian  liberality.  If  some  wtre 
actuated  by    vulgar  bigotry,  and  the  absurd 
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notion  (admissible  only  by  an  irrational  mind)  of 
th^  exclusive  appropriation  of  the  divine  favour 
to  their  own  mode  of  worships  others  appear  to 
have  been  possessed  of  superior  ideas.     Some  of 
the  latter,  as  well  as  the  former,  wcre-employed 
in  the  baptising  of  protestants;  but  their  motive 
was  compassion,  to  save  the  lives  of  the  objects 
from  the  rage  of  a  fanatic  mob,  not  their  souls 
from  eternal  vengeance-     Instances  might  be 
adduced,  if  necessary.      I  shall  mention  only 
that  of  Father  Corish,  of  Mulranken,  who,  being 
requested  by  a  protestant  lady  to  baptize  herself 
and  family,  replied,  that  except  for  protection 
from  the  fanaticism  of  the  ignorant  multitude, 
the  ceremory  was  useless ;  that  he  would  be  on 
the  watch  for  her  safety,  and  give  her  timely- 
notice  if  he  should  find  the  performance  of  that 
rite  necessary. 

That  among  the  insurgents,  the  men  who-were 
the  most  scrupulously  observant  of  the  ceremonial 
of  religion,  were  the  most  addicted  to  cruelty  and 
murder,  has  been  observed  by  those  who  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  observing.  For  this  alliance 
of  cruelty  with  superstition,  since  both  are 
congenial  with  littleness  of  soul,  we  may  perliaps 
be  more  ,able  to  account,  than  for  the  grounds 
of  another  observation,  of  the  justness  of  which 
I  have  no  sort  of  doubt : — those  who  bad  been 
heroes  of  th(5  cudgel,  or  Shitela,  the  bullies  of 
the  pQuntry  at  fairs,  aqd  other  public  assembliea 
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of  the  peasantry,  and  who  consequently  were 
expected  to  be  the  most  forward  and  active  in 
the  rebellion,  were,  on  the  contrary,  when  the 
insurrection  took  place,  in  general  th&  most 
placid  and  reserved,  the  most  shy  of  the  fire- 
arms, and  the  most  backward  in  battk. 

The  men  who  had  been  quiet  and  industrious  in 
times  of  peace,  were  found  the  most  resolute  for 
combat,  and  most  steady  under  arms, .  in  times 
of  warfare.  A  lesson  to  legislators !  Those  habits 
of  order   and   industry,    on    which    the    civil 
prosperity  of  a  state  so  much  depends,  are  the 
best  preparatives  to  form  an  efficient  soldiery.  The 
hands  best  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
nation  by  the  products  of  the  soil,  may,  with  pro- 
per direction,  be  most  efficacious  for  its  defence. 
Chiefly  by  those  who  were  boldest  in  fight  was 
displayed  some  kind,  of  ingenuity  in  their  tumul- 
tuary warfare,  in  which  they  may  be  said  to  have 
had  no  regularity,   subordination,    or  leaders. 
They  converted  books  into  saddles,  when  the 
latter  could  not  be  procured — ^placing  the  book, 
opened  in  the  middle,  on  the  horse's  back,  with 
ropes  over  it  for  stirrups.    Large  volumes,  found 
in  the  libraries  of  the  bishop  of  Ferns,   and  Mr. 
Stephen  Ram,  were  considered  by  these  revolu- 
tionists as  fit  for  their  purpose.      Being  very 
scantily  stored  with  ammunition,  they  frequently 
used  small  round  stones,  and  hardeiied  balls  of 
clay,  .  instead  of  leader  bullets;  and,  by  the 
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mixing  and  pounding  of  the  materiala  in  small 

mortars,  they  fabricated  a  species  of  gunpowder, 

which  was  said  to  explode  with  sufficient  force 

while  fresh,  but  not  to  remain  many  days  fit  for 

Mrvice.    They  found  means  to  manage  imme-^ 

diately,  doubtless  in  an  awkward  manner,  the 

cannon  taken  from  the  army,  sometimes  apply^ 

ing  wisps  of  straw  in  place  of  matches.    In  their 

engagements  with  the    military,    they  mostly 

availed  themselves  of  hedges^  and  other  such 

kind  of  shelter,  to  screen  them  from  the  shot  of 

their  exponents;  and  they  generally  arranged 

themselves  in  such  order  as  to  suffer  little  from 

the  fire  of  the  artillery,   which  they  sometimes 

also  sei2ed  by  a  furious  and  rapid  onset.     The 

Wexfordian  insurgents  never  macfe  an  attack  on 

any  post  in  the  night.     As  they  were  not,  like 

regular    troops,   under  any  real  command  of 

officers,  but  acted  spontaneously,  each  according 

to  the  impulse  of  his  own  mind,    they  were 

watched  in  battle  one  of  another,  each  fearing 

to  be  left  behind  in  case  of  a  retreat,  which  was 

generally  very  swift  and  sudden.     But  in  the 

night,  when  a  man  could  not  see  the  position  of 

his  associates,  who  might  make  their  flight,  or 

wh§tt  they  called  the  run^  before  he  could  perceive 

it,  and  thus  leave  him  in  the  hands  of  those 

who  never  gave  quarter,  they  would  not  trust 

one  another  in  an  attack ;  a  circumstance  very 

favourable  to  the  loyal  party^  since  to  withstaad 
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a  ^ell-conducted  nocturnal  assault  with  pikes 
vould  be  much  more  difficult  tl^n  one  in  day. 

Whatever  courage  or  ingenuity  may  have 
been  possessed  by  numbers  of  individuals  in 
these  disorderly  and  unofficered  bands,  the  rapid 
success  of  the  Wexfordian  insurgents,  in  the 
commencement  of  their  ill-designed  and  ill- 
conducted  warfare,  and  the  delay  of  their  suppress 
sion  afterwards,  ar^  in  great  measure  attributable 
to  mistakes  committed  on  the  side  of  the  royal 
forces.  I  reserve  some  particulars  relative  to 
some  officers  for  another  opportunity.  The 
conduct  and  fate  of  Walpole  are  well  known  to 
the  public.  This  gentleman,  an  extraordinary 
favourite  of  Lord  Camden,  is  said  to  have  been 
sent  to  the  county  of  Wexford,  with  the  design 
that  he  should  reap  the  glory  of  conquest  by  the 
complete  suppression  of  the  rebels. — A  panic 
(which  certainly  surprised  me,  doubtless  from  my 
ignorance  of  military  affairs)  appeared  to  have 
seized  our  officers  in  general,  after  the  slaughter 
of  Oulart,  and  the  taking  of  Enniscorthy.  This 
panic  had  such  effect  after  the  defeat  of  Walpole^ 
that  if  major  Hardy  had  not  forced  the  garrison 
of  Arklow  to  return  to  its  post,  all  in  that  line  to 
the  south  of  Dublin  would,  I  believe,  have  been 
abandoned  to  the  rd>els;  and  how  Dublin  itself  in 
that  case  could  have  stood  against  internal  and  ex-* 
temal  assailants,  I  leave  to  others  to  judge.  In  the 
i«s«ult  of  ArkloWi  where  general  Skerrett  acted 
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so  important  a  part,  the  best  defence  of  a  post 
in  the  whole  rebellion  was  displayed.     Here, 
among  other  good  arrangements,   the  remnant 
t>f  those  loyalists  who  had  been  most  injudiciously 
disarmed  and  dispersed  in  the  first  retreat  from 
Gorey,  were  furnished  with  arms,  and  so  posted 
as  to  gall  the  enemy  with  great  effect.     On  men 
of  this  kind,  who  in  the  Latin  phrase  were  fighting 
pro  oris  et  focis^  much  more  dependance  might 
be  placed,  in  the  defence  of  towns,  than  on  the 
hired  soldiers.  •  In  the  defence  of  Ross,   where 
the  truly  brave  general  Johnson  commanded,  a 
contrary  conduct  was  observed.  The  loyal  volun- 
teers who  might  have  been  so  posted  as  to  avoid 
tlie  danger  of  such  a  misconceptionj  were  dis- 
armed, lest,  not  being  clothed  in  military  uniform 
they  should  be  mistaken  for  rebels  by  the  soldiery/ 
'  -    If  the  commanders  of  his  majesty's  forces, 
acting  against  the  rebels,  committed  any  small 
errors  in  their  proper  province,  ample  compensa- 
tion was  commonly  made  by  the  pen,  in  the 
dispatches   to  government   published   in  their 
name,  and  other  pieces  of  writing   of  a  like 
mature.     The  numbers  killed,   if  otherwise  than 
on  paper,  might  have  alarmingly  thinned   the 
population  of  a  county.     I  have  taken  much 
pains  to  make  enquiry  from  various  persons  who 
had  been  on  the  scenes  of  action,  and  could 
never  find  ground  to  think  otherwise,  than  that 
the  numbers  of  meu  slain  among  the  rebels,  in 
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^ir  several  engagenlents  with  the  military,  were 
vastly  less  than  they  were  stated  to  be  in  the 
bulletins  and  other  public  prints.  I  have  reason 
to  think  that  more  men  than  fell  in  battle  were 
slain  in  cold  bipod.  No  quarter  was  given  to 
persons  tak^n  prisoners  as  rebels,  with  or  without 
arms.  For  one  instance— fifty-four  were  shot  in 
the  little  town  of  Carnew  in  the  space  of  three 
days,  and  thirty-nine  in  one  day  in  the  town  o( 
Dunlavin !  How  many  fell  in  this  manner,  or 
were  put  to  death  unresisting,  in  houses,  fields, 
and  elsewhere,  would  be  as  difficult  to  state  with 
accuracy^  as  the  number  slain  in  battle. 

Though  by  slaughter   in  battle,   executions 
ivith  and  without  triali  and  transportation  from 
the  kingdom,    the  population   was  perceptibly 
,  thinned    in    some  districts   of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  and  still  more  in  several  parts  of  the 
county  of  Wicklow,  the  former  county  on  the 
whole  amount  seemed,  scarcely  to  have  sustained 
a  sensible  diminution  of  its  peasantry ;  but  the 
marks  of  devastation,  and  the  absence  of  the 
gentiy,  cast  a  melancholy  gloom,  where  a  cheer- 
ful aspect  had  so  lately  prevailed.     By  an  inquiry 
pf  immensely  more  labour  to  the  inquirer,  than 
importance  to  the  public,  the  numbers  of  those 
who  have  disappeared  from  each  county,  by  death 
and  transportation,  might  be  calculated  to  a 
degree  nearer  to  accuracy  than  pf  all  those  who 
were  congregated  to  the  standards  of  rebellion, 
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The  armies  of  insuigents  stationed  at  the  sdtne 
time  withia  the  county  of  Wexford,  at  the  posts 
«f  Three-rocks,  Lacken,  Vinegar-bill,  and  Gorey,. 
cannot  be  supposed,  at  the  lowest  estimation,  to 
have  consisted  of  less  than  forty  thousand  men  ; 
indeed  in  the  opinion  of  many  who  had  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  seeing  them,  fifty  thousand.  From 
the  strictest  inquiries  which  I  have  been  Me.to 
make,  I  am  convinced  that  almost  all  of  these 
vere^Wexfordians^  or  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Wexford.  The  numbers  mixed  with  them 
from  other  parts,  doubtless  not  exceeding  a  few 
hundreds,  were  Iiardly  discernible  in  the  general 
mass :  except  that  perhaps  a  thousand  or  more 
cf  those  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wicklow, 
who  co-operated  in  the  attack  of  Arklow,  retired 
with  the  Wexfordians,  after  their  defeat  to  the 
station  at  Grorey. 

Since  the  county  of  Wexford  furnished  at 
least,  in  this  rebellion,  forty  thousand  insurgents, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  number  of 
loyalists  fit  to  bear  arms,  of  whom  not  all  were 
embodied  or  employed  as  they  might,  we  cannot 
on  probable  grounds,  estimate  the  number  of 
males  in  this  county,  of  the  military  age,  at 
much  less  than  fity  thousand;  whence  we  must 
infer  a  population  of  little  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  of  both  sexes,  and  all  ages. 
Doubtless  this  county,  naturally  of  so  poor  a  soil 
as  to  be  unfit  for,  grazing,  and  consequentljjT 
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iahabited  mostly  by  a  people  who  draw  their 
subsistence  from  agriculture,  }S  one  of  the  mostr 
populous,  but  far  from  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  the  south  of  Ireland^  Dr.  Duigenan,  in  his 
excellent  pamphlet,  stiled  The  present  politieal 
State  of  Ireland;  combats  the  calculation  of 
Chalmers  concerning  the  population  of  thi9 
kingdom,  and  declares  his  opinion  ^*  that  the 
'^  whole  inhabitanta  of  Ireland  do  not  amount 
'^  to  more  than  three  millions^  if  to  90  many;"* 
which  allows  not  a  hundred  thousand  souls  ta 
each  of  the  thirty-two  counties  on  an  average^  ' 
Bttt,  while  Chalmers'  estimate  is  founded  ou 
substantial  grounds,,  the  Doctor*^s  arguments 
appear  to  be  little  better  than  airy  conceptions. 
From  the  same  grounds  as  Mr.  Chalmers, 
(documents  furnished  by  Mr.  Bushe)  I  some 
years  ag(^  availing  myself  of  some  observations 
of  my  own,  calculated  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island  at  four  millions,  and  have  stated  it  so  in 
pother  work,  f  I  have  since  made  further 
fbservations,  and  have  found  the  number  of 
persons  in  what  towna  and  distsicts  I  have  been 
enabled  to  examine,  much  greater,  than  they 
should  be  on  tlie  principles  of  the  above  calcula- 
tion. I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  number 
of  people  in  this  kingdom  would  be  found,  if 

*  See  hu  Appendix,  No.  1. 
*  See  Gotdoa's  Tenaquea>  Tdi.siu.  p.  2Q|^ 
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completely  ascertainedi  much  nearer  to  five  than 
ito  four  millions.* 

In  the  relative  magnitudes  of  the  two  great 
British  Islands,  either  the  Doctor  is  widely  mis- 
taken^  or  I  have  made  an  erroneous  representation 
of  them  from  a  careful  mensuration  of  the  best 
maps  of  these  islands,  the  larger  of  which  J  have 
supposed  to  bear  to  the  other  a  proportion  not  so 
great  as  that  of  three  to  one.f  That  the  latter 
contains  less  waste  land  in  proportion  to  its  area,  J 
is  a  well  kiiown  truth,   observed  particularly  by 

*  Sir  R.  Musgrave*s  reasoning  (Memoirs  of  the  different 
RebeUions  in  Ireland,  p.  523,  324)  would  tend  to  prove  tho. 
population  of  Iceland  to  be  prodigious.  He  calculates  that 
forty-nine  thoysand  men  ^inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Wexford^ 
vrere  at  once  in  arms  against  government ;  that  these  fall  short 
by  twohty  thousand  of  the  whole  number  of  men  in  the  coiinty 
(for  he  could  not  have  reckoned  women  and  children  as  fightti^ 
men)  and  that  the  county  of  Wexford  contiuns  about  a  thirty- 
fourth  part  of  the  whole  population  of  Ireland.  By  this  calcula- 
tion there  should  be  considerably  above  two  millions  of  men  in 
Ireland,  of  the  military  age,  and  consequently  above  ten  millions 
of  people  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages.  A  most  absurd  calculation  I 
t  See  Gordon's  Terraqnea,  vol.  iii.  p.  74,  266, 
:{;  The  ingenious  and  learned  narrater  of  transactions  at  Kil- 
lala,  hereafter  to  be  quoted,  says  in  one  place,  (p.  12.)  that  the 
^  wild  district  of  Erris,  a  frightful  tract  of  bog  and  mountain,  is 
tolerably  well  peopled.  And  in  another,  (p.  106)  "  the  popu- 
^  **  lation  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  county  of  Mayo  much 
**  exceeds  what  the  country,  from  its  haggard  appearance,  would 
/  be  thought  capable  of  sustaining.'*  This  is  the  case  in  all 
the  wild  tradts  throughout  Iiebnd*  •     • 
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Arthur  Young ;  and  the  counties  in  tlie  north  of 
Ireland  are  in  general  much  more  populous  thaa 
that  of  Wexford.     As  I  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  the  manners  and  habits  of 
the  Irish  peasantry,  I  should  not  think  the  matter 
altogether  miraculous,  nor  even  be  much  sur- 
prisedi  if  this  island  should  be  found  to  have 
rujpre  than  quadrupled  its  population  since  the 
ye^r  1677,  supposing  Sir  William  Petty,   (who 
then  stated  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  at  ele vea 
hundred  thousand)  to  have  committed  no  error 
in   his    computation.*— Poverty   prevents    not 
marriage  among  the  peasants  of  this  kingdom* 
They  almost  all  enter  youn^  into  the  ties  of 
matrimony,  apparently  with  an  uncommon  trust 
in  Providence  for  the  maintenance  of  their  chil-^ 
dren,  cqntenting  themselves  with  such  houses, 
accommodations,  and  fopd^  as  would  be  quite 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  life  in   Eiiglish 
people  of  t^e  ^ame  cl^sj^     In  such  circumstances 
of  existence,  apparently  inimical  to  the  increase 
off  the  .human  specie^  they  seldom   fail  pf .  ^ 
numerous  offspring,  who  grow  to  maturity  with 
a  hardiness  of  constitution   seldom    elsewhere 
surpassed. 

*  The  population  of  the  Russian  Empire  is  found  to  be 
doubled  every  forty  nine  years  (W.  Tooke's  view  of  the 
Russian  Empire,  book  3.  sect,  l.)  and  I  can  hardly  conceivtt  th« 
Russians  to  be  more  prolific  than  the  Irish  peasantry. 

T 
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With  flbcjearned  Doctor  I  fully  jigrec  fh 
iiiother  position,  that,  whatever  may  be  thd 
population  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  proportion  of 
protestant  and  Romanist  inhabitants,  with  respect 
to  number,  the  protestant  government  of  Ireland 
IS  completely  adequate  to  the^  support  of  its 
authbrity  against  all  internal  enemies,  without 
any  assistance  from  the  greatsister  island,  Britain. 
But  this  must  be  on  supposition  that  the  Irish 
government  was  a  stable  administration,  not 
fluctuating  by  the  erroneous  policy  or  caprice  of 
British  ministers,  nor  shackled  or  counteracted 
in  its  operations  by  their  influence.  On  this 
proviso  I  should  not  doubt  of  the  efficiency  of 
the  Irish  administration  for  the  above  purpose, 
with  even  a  there  pageant'  of  state  at  its  head; 
but  against  a  powerfiil  army  of  invading  eneidies, 
aided  by  the  disaffected,  at  home,  it  could  not, 
trithout  British  assistance,  be  supposed  able  to 
maintain  its  grourid,  more  than  the  British 
government  against  a  proportionally  powerful 
invading  force,  if  Britain  were  m  like  manner 
stocked  with  a  starving  peasantry,  oppressed 
with  enotmous  rents,  unable  by  the  nature  of 
their  tenures  to  acquire  a  secure  property  for 
their  families  by  any  labour,  and  unfortunately 
babituated  to  regard  foreign  powers  as  their 
friends,  and  the  protectors  of  their  religion,  in 
prejudice  to  their  own  government.  The  same 
learned  writer  seema  to  insinuate  that  the  rebel- 
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ficn  might,  or  would  have  beftn  prevented,  if  the 
Irish  administratbn  had  not  been  shackled  x)r 
influenced  by  Brttiab  interference.*  I  also  think 
his  assertion  well  founded,  that  the  rebellion  wis 
suppressed  by  the  sole  strength  of  the  Irish 
government  without  being  under  any  obligatiou 
for  assistance  in  troops  or  money  from  Britain ; 
but  I  deny  that  the  whole  Romanists  of  the 
counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare,  and  WiokloWy  were 
united  in  host  with  the  Wexfordiau  re})els.  f  In 
f hecountyof  Carlow  the  inhabitants  arewell  known 
to  have  remained  quiet  except  in  one  extremely 
in  concerted  and  unsuccessful  attack,  that  of  the 
chief  town.  The  insurgents  of  Kildare  acted 
altogether  separately  from  those  of  Wexfopdi 
with  whom  they  had  no  communication,  except 
an  intercourse  of  messages.  The  same  was  the 
case  with  those  of  Wicklow,  except  that  a  great 
body  of  them  joined  in  tHe  attack  of  Arklow, 
and  that  afterwards, '  in  the  decline  of  the  rebel- 
lion, a  number  of  them  retired  by  Tinnehely  and 
Kilcavan  to  Vinegar-hill.  So  thtt  whatever  was 
performed  by  rebels  within  the  bounds,  of  the 
<*ounty  of  Wexford,  previously  to  their  dislodg- 
ment  from  Vinegar-hill,  was  performed  by 
Wcxfordians  alone,  as  the  taking  of  Enniscorthy 
and  Wexford,  the  attack  of  Ncwtownbarry,  the 

<^  See  Dr.  Dui^mm's  pampMet,  p.  80,  Dublin  ediUoa. 
t  Ds.  D%eaaii'9  pampUet,  p.  6^— ^4. 
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defeat  of  Walpde,  and  the  formidable  assault 
of  Ross. 

If,  however,  these  Wexfordians  had  improved 
.without  delay  the  advantages  for  which  they 
were  in  a  considerably  degree  indebted,  at  first 
to  the  smallness  and  mismanagement,  and  after- 
wards to  the  mismanagement  alone,  of  the  troops 
or  force  opposed  to  them,  they  would  doubtless 
havebeen  joined  by  most  at  leastof  the  Romanists 
of  the  neighbouring  counties,  and  the  conse- 
quences* would,  in  all  probability  have  been  cala- 
mitous in  the  extreme  to  the  south  of  Ireland  at 
least.  Of  this  we  might  be  able  to  form  some 
conception  from  the  miseries  occasioned  by  the 
fihort-Iivcd  rebellion,  of  which  I  have  been  treat- 
ing, in  the  territories  immediately  affected  by  il. 
Of  these  miseries  I  have  already  treated  so  ffir  as 
my  plan  allowed,  and  have  observed. that  those, 
which  loyalists  underwent,  arose  not  always  from 
rebels  alone..  I  shall  only  add  at  present,  that 
the  system  of  espionage,  or  the  encourage- 
ment and  reception  of  private  information,  with 
the  utter  concealment  of  the  names  of  thp 
informers,  from  the  persons  Accused,  which 
system  had  from  a  most  lamentable  necessity, 
been  adopted  by  government  before  the  rebellion, 
was,  without  any  necessity  that  I  can  perceive, 
continued  by  some  after  its  suppression.  How 
far  the  supposition  or  imputation  of  disloyalty 
against  persons  possessed  of  any  valuable  effects, 
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might  have  been  profitable  to  needy  or  greedy 
dependants  of  any  general  officer,  I  mean  not  at 
present  to  examine.  The  disclosure  of  certain 
facts  I  defer  to  another  opportunity.  I  shall  here 
give  only  one  instance  of  the  consequences  of 
this  late  espionage— an  instance  which  could,  I 
believe,  have  had  no  connexion  with  profit  to 
the  receivers  of  information,  but  which  may 
serve  to  shew  that  even  active  loyalty  could  not  ' 
secure  a  man  against  private  malice,  in  the 
district  of  Gorey  for  a  certain  time : — Captain 
Atkins,  of  Emma- vale,  near  Arklow,  who,  at  no 
small  trouble  and  expence,  had  embodied  and 
disciplined  a  troop  of  yeoman  cavalry,  and  had 
exerted  himself  greatly  in  support  of  government, 
was,  without  any  known  cause,  most  disgracefully 
deprived  of  his  command  by  a  general  officer, 
and  dismissed  from  the  service  of  his  king  and 
'and  country!  This  worthy  gentleman -strained 
every  nerve  to  procure  a  court-martial  to  examine 
his  conduct;  and,  after  a  length  of  time,  suc- 
ceeded, by  the  powerful  interest  of  a  nobleman,  . 
in  spite  of  the  most  artful  evasions.  On  his  trial, 
captain  Atkins  (to  whom,  for  the  killing  of  the 
ravager  Hacket,  the  public  Is  more  indebted  thau 
to  some  general  officers)  was  most  honourably 
acquitted,  as  no  charge  Qpuld  be  producecjl 
against  him^ 
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CHAP.  VI. 

French  Iitvasion'^Kittala — Ballina — Castlelar — Bat  tie 
— OomwtMis^^March  of  the  French  —  Battle  i>f 
Colotmy-*'Of  Ballinamtick—Of  Granard—Of  tVU- 
son*s  Hospital  —  Attack  of  Castlebar  —  Battle  rf 
JCtllala — Narrative  of  transactions  there — Character 
1^  the  Invaders — Of  their  officers — Imaginary  bank*^ 
Temporary  police — Embassy — Conduct  of  the  Con^ 
naught  rebels — Military  disorder -r- Treatment  of 
^ench  officers —  Trials  —  ToTie  —  Tandy  —  Naval 
Victory — Second  fleet  at  Killala — Death  of  Tone—^ 
Meftesions^^friests^-Effects  €f  rebeUions^^Vnion^ 
OmcktiwUn 

Such  usage  might  seem  calculated  to  convert 
Irish  loyalists  into  rebels;  but  not  even  the 
extremity  of  maltreatment  could  produce  this 
pft'ect  on  protestants,  who  were  convinced  that 
their  existence  must  terminate  with  that  of  the 
government,  and  who  might  rather  choose,  if 
dire  necessity  should  so  require,  to  -die  by  th€ 
hands  of  the  royal  soldiery,  which  was  the  case 
with  too  many,  than  by  those  of  their  unfor- 
tunately bigotted  countrymen.  This  attach- 
ment of  the  Irish  protestants  to  the  British 
goyernment  was  little  knowik  in  France,  where 
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die  diroctory,  «iid  the  nation  in  genera]^  had 
been  persuaded,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
UQited  conspiracy,  into  a  belief  of  so  universal 
a  disaffection  in  Ireland,  that,  on  the  a[^earance 
of  a  powerful  armament  froin  France  on  it$ 
coasts,  the  whole  countiy  wouiji  rise  in  arms  tQ 
aid  its  effort^'for  the  subversion  of  the  British 
government  'in  this  island.  The  neglect  o£ 
ft^teiqpting,  in  this  prepossession  of  mind,  to 
jMsnd  succours  to  the  Irish  insurgent;,  while  the 
Wiexfordian  rebels  were  in  force,  is  a  proof  that 
(most  fortunately  for  the  British  empire)  th^ 
govern  mait  of  france  was  then '  very  feebly 
odmipifrtered*  If»  according  to  the  advice  of. 
lord  Edward  FiUgerald,  the  French  directory 
had  $ent  a  number  of  swift  vessels  to  diiFerent 
parts  of  the  <:^ast,  with  officers,  troops,  armSi 
and  ammunition,  some  of  them  very  probably 
might  have  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  British 
crujsors,  and  landed  the  succours ;  which  must^ 
by  inspiriting  the  rebels,  have  .greatly  augmented 
their  force,  independently  of  the  actual  accession 
of  strength  by  the  council  of  accomplished 
leadeirs,  ,  and  the  prowess  of  trained  soldiers. 
What  e^eqts  m^ht  thus  have  been  produced,  we 
may  ip  sonpe  degree  conjecture  from  the  impres- 
sion made  on  t;he  kingdom  by  a  contemptibly 
S93all  body  of  French  troops,  landed  after  the 
complete  suppression  of  the  rebels,  in  a  part  of 
Jh?  island  quite  remote  from  the  sceup  of  rebel- 
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lion,  and  until  then  exhibiting  no  signs  of  dk* 
affection. 

This  was  the  ill-timed  expedition  of  general 
Humbert,  who,  on  the  22nd  of  August,  two 
months  after  the  dislodgment  of  the  rebels  from 
the  county  of  Wexford,  landed  at  the  bay  of 
Killala,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  with  a  thousand 
and  thirty  private  soldiers,  and  seventy  officers, 
from  three  frigates,  two  of  forty-four,  and  one 
of  thirty-eight  guns — which  had  sailed  from 
Rochelle  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  with 
design  to  invade  the  county  of  Donegal,  in 
which  they  were  fr<istrated  by  contrary  winds. 
The  garrison  of  Killala,  consisting  of  only  fifty 
nie;n,  of  whom-  thirty  were  yeomen;  the  rest 
fensible  soldiers  of  the  prince  of  Wales's  regi- 
ment, after  a  vain  attempt  to  oppose  the  entrance 
of  the  French  vanguard,  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  fled  \vith  precipi- 
tation, leaving  two  of  their  number  dead,  and 
their  two  officers  prisoners  (lieutenant  Sills,  of 
the  fensibles,  and  captain  Kirkwood,  of  the  yeo- 
men) together  with  nineteen  privates.  To  com- 
pensate, as  far  as  possible,  by  the  vigour  of  his 
operations,  for  the  smallness  of  his  number, 
seems  to  have  been  an  object  with  the  French 
general.  He  sent  on  the  next  morning  toward 
Ballind,*  a  small  town  situate  seven  miles  to  thq 

2  I<^  ^  ^^^  the  accent  is  laid  oa  tixe  lasf syUable* 
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^outh  of  Killala,  a  detachment,  which,  retreat- 
ing from  some  picquet  guards,  or  reconnoitering 
parties,  of  loyalists,  detached  from  the  garrison 
of  the  former  on  the  following  day,  led  them  to 
a  bridge,  under  which  lay  concealed  a  Serjeant's 
guard  of  French  soldiers.  By  a  volley  from 
'•these,  a  clergyman,  who  had  volunteered  on  the 
occasion,  and  two  carabineers,  were  wounded, 
the  first  mortally.  This  clergyman  was  the  Rev. 
George  Fortescue,  nephew  to  lord  Clermont, 
and  rector  of  Ballina.  The  French  advancing 
to  this  town,  took  possession  of  it  in  the  night 
of  the  24th ;  the  garrison,  utider  colonel  Sir 
Thomas  Chapman,  and  major  Keir  of  the 
carobineers,  retreating  to  Foxford,  ten  miles 
to  the  south,  leaving  one  prisoner,  a  yeoman,  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  marquis  Cornwallis  had  completely  plan- 
ned, and  after  unavoidable  delays  from  the  situa- 
tion in  which  he  had  found  affairs,  was  on  the 
point  of  putting  into  execution  such  an  arrange- 
inent  of  his  majesty's  forces '  in  Ireland  as  to 
enable  him  to  assemble,  with  great  expedition,  a 
respectable  body  of  troops  in  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  where  expediency  should  require. 
Though  this  disposition  could  not  as  yet  be 
effected,  a  force,  which  was  very  reasonably 
thought  to  be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, was  in  a  few  days  collected  in  the  quarter 
jjttacked  by  the  invaders.  Major-general  Hutchin- 
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ym  arrived  from  Gahvay,  on  the  25th,  at  Coail^ 
bar,  where  he  was  joined,  in  the  night  of  tlip 
fl6tby  by  lieutenant-general  Lake,  who,  on  intel^ 
ligence  of  the  French  invasio0|  bad  been  or4ened 
by  the  lord'  lieutenant  to  take  the  command  of 
the  forces  which  were  aasemblmg  in  Connaught 
to  oppose  the  enemy.  Tlie  army  now  collected 
at  this  post  must,  I  think,  have  amounted,  at 
least)  to  between  three  and  four  thousand  men, 
though  some  have  stated  them  at  only  two 
thousand  three  hundred,  and  others  at  only 
eleven  hundred.  The  intention  of  the  genetuk^ 
is  supposed  to  have  been  to  await,  a  few  days  a^ 
Castiebar,  the  arrival  of  mor^  forces,  anci  then 
to  march  to  attack  tlie  enemy.  £ut  this  enemy 
wisely  chose  tlie  o0ensive  rather  tiian  the  defen- 
sive part  in  the  attack;  and  while  our  officers 
wer^  in  fuU  security,  enjoying  the  bottle,  the 
French  were  marching  with  the  utmost  diligence 
to  assail  their  quarters,  and  would^  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  have  fiurprised  our  army  befoce  day^ 
light,  if  they  had  not  ibeen  delated  by  the 
extreme  ruggedness  of  the  roads. 

Hiumb^t,  who,  according  to  the  JBnilitary  insti- 
tutions of  the  f^rench  republicans,  had  r^ea  from 
the  rank«  to  the  dignity  of  a  general  officer,  hsd 
rendered  himself  conspicuous  in  fighting  ^gaii^at 
the  insurgents  of  Ia  Vend^;  and  ^ad  been 
-second  in  com^m^nd  to  general  Hoche  in  tbe 
alvxrtive  expedition  tq  the  Bay  of  JSantry,  aeewtf 
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not  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  expediency  of 
active  and  vigorous  enterprise  in  the  circum- 
stances  in   which   he    found    himself  placed. 
Hardly  any  considerable  number  of  tlie  Irish  had 
risen   in  rebellion  about  Killala,  to   assist  the 
invaders,  till  die  latter  had  added  the  conquest 
of  Ballina  to  that  of  Killala,   when  many  hun- 
dreds of  peasants  repaired  to  their  standard,  and 
with  eagerness  received  the  arms  and  uniforms 
which    had   been  sent  from  France  for   their 
accommodation.   To  make  as  deep  an  impression 
as  possible  for  the  excitement  of  rebellion,  before 
an  army  too  powerful  could  be  collected  to  over- 
whelm him,  the  French  commander  determined 
to  attack   the  forces   at  Castlebar,   and  began 
his  march  on  the  morning  of  the  Q6th  with 
eight  hundred  of  his  own  men,  and  a  number  tff 
rebels,  estimated  by  some  at  fifteen  hundred, 
and  probably  not  less  than  a  thousand  in  number. 
Instead  of  the  common  road  through  Foxford, 
where  a  body  of  troops  had  been  stationed,  trader 
brigadier-genefal  Taylor,  to<jbserve  his  motions, 
he  advanced  through  moi»tains  by  ways  gene-^ 
rally  deemed  impassable  to  an  army,  where,  at  a 
pass  calted  the  gap  of  Barnageehy,  six  miles 
from  Castlebar,  his  further  progress,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  might  have  been  totally  pre"vented,  if, 
inatead  of  a  captain's  guard,  a  somewhat  stronger 
body  iiad  been  posted  wkh  two  or  three  pieces  of 
artillery.     That  of  the  Fr each  xoosisted  of  only 
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two  sniall  curricle,  guns,  the  repairing  of  tho 
carriage  of  one  of  which,  broken  by  tjie  extreme 
niggedness  of  the  roads,  caused,  fortunately 
for  our  army,  a  considerable  delay  in  their  march. 
The  French  general,  is  reported  to  have  been 
furnished  with  such  information  concerning  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Castlebar,  as  to  be  rendered 
confident  of  his  meeting  with  no  opposition  ia 
the  rugged  ways  which  he  had  chosen  for  his 
line  of  march  to  the  point  of  attack. 

TJie  town  of  Castlebar  very  narrowjy  escaped 
at  least  a  partial  devas'tatio'n  from  our  own  army, 
before  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  expected. 
A  shot  unaccountably  fired  from  a  window  in 
'  the  night,  and  said  to  be  levelled  at  the  Long^ 
ford  militia,  excited  a  tumult  among  the 
soldiery,  which,  if  it  had  not  been  speedily 
quieted  by  the  exertions  of  the  oflScers,  might 
have  caused  the  firing  of  houses,  and  a  melan- 
choly destruction  of  lives  and  property.  Three 
or  four  hours  after,  or  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  intelligence  arrived  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  through  the  mountains. 
This,  which  is  said  to  have  been  discredited  at 
first,  and  pronounced  impossible  by  our  oflScers, 
was  soon  confirmed.  The  French  were  found 
to  be,  at  seven  o'clock,  within  two  miles  of  th« 
town,  between  wliich  and  the  assailants  ouy 
army  was  ?oon  arranged  in  an  advantageous 
position.     The  grea.t  sviperiority  of  the  roy4- 


IRISH    REBELLION.  285 

forces  in  the  weight  of  artillery,  and  the  numbers 
and  freshness  of  the  men,  who  were  free  from 
fatigue — while  the  French  had  been  laboriously 
scrambling  their  way  thro,ugh  ^  mountains,  near 
twenty-four  hours,  without  repose,  might  seem 
to  promise  an  easy  victory  to  our  ^rmy.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  battle,  appearances  were 
favourable  to  this  presumption.  The  royal  artil- 
lery, which  is  universally  allowed  to  have  been 
excellently  managed  under  the  directions  of  cdp- 
tain  Shortall,  made  such  execution  among  the 
French,  that  they  were  checked  in  their  progress, 
and  recoiled  a  few .  minutes.  These  veteran^ 
however  meant  iK)t  to  retreat,  though  their  Irish 
auxiliaries  were  as  yet  of  little  use  to  them  in 
combat  They  filed  away  in  small  parties  to  the 
jight  and  left,  as  if  they  meant  to  assail  our 
troops  in  flank,  and  some  of  them  are  said  ta 
.have  advanced  on  the  Frazer  fensibles  in  the  left, 
.30  as  almost  to  reach  the  points  of  their  bayonets. 
A^iyet,  however,  the  French,  who  had  lost  many 
of  their  number,  |)rincipally  by  the  .fire  of  our 
artillery,  had  fired  only  a  few  shots,  when  the 
royal  army,  seized  with  an  unaccountable  panics 
broke  on  all  sides,  notwithstanding  the  utmost 
exertions  of  their  officers,'  and  fled  in  extreme 
confusion  through  the  town  on  the  road  to 
Tuam.  I  anl  informed  by  good  authority,  that 
.the  French  officers,  at  the  first  view  of  the  num- 
h€Tf  and  excellent  arrangement  of  our  troops 
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expected  no  other  fortune  than  to  be  obliged  t& 
surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war,  till  observ- 
ing the  irregular  fire  of  our  musketeers^  many  of 
n^hom  fired  without  orders^  they  conceived  some 
hope,  and  advanced  under  cover  of  the  smoke ; 
but  that  they  .must  have  probably  laid  dovn 
their  arms,  if  general  Lake  had  not  commanded  a 
retreati  which  was  the  real  cause  of  the -rout; 
and  that  if  general  Hutchinson  had  been  chief 
commander  on  this  occasion,  the  career  of  the 
invaders  would  have  ended  at  Castlebar.  Some 
individuals  fired  back  on  their  pursuers  in  their 
flight  through  the  street,  but  so  unguarded  wis 
the  rear,  that  a  few  Frenchmen,  actuated  by 
«ome  strange  frolic,  some  say  seven,  some  seven* 
teen,  pursued  to  a  doosiderable  distance  ^lotig 
the  road,  (ill  lord  Roden's  cavalry  wheeled  and 
«ut  them  down. 

A  panic  seemed  still  to  operate  on  our  troops^ 
who  made  so  quick,  a  retreat  as  to  reach  the  town 
of  Tuam,  thirty  miles  from  the  scene  of  action, 
on  the  night  of  the  same  day,  and  to  renew  their 
march,  altera  sliort  refreshment,  retiring  still 
farther  towards  Athlone,  where  an  officer.  d( 
carabineers,  with  sixty  of  his  men,  artived  at 
one  o-clock  on  Tuesday  the  29tb,  having  per- 
formed a  march  of  sixty-three  miles  (the  distance 
of  Athlone  from  Castlebar)  in  twenty-seven 
hours.  The  artillery,  lost  by  our  army  in  this 
mjiexpected  defeat,  consisted  of  fourteen  pieces. 


of  which  four  wferc  curricle  guns.  Beside  that 
of  the  carabineers,  of  which  no  return  has  been 
published,  the  loss  of  men  ha«  been  slated  at 
fifty-three  killed,  thirty-four  wounded,  and  two 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  prisoners  or  missing. 
Among  the  wounded  were  two  lieutenants  and 
three  Serjeants.  Among  the  prisoners  and  missing 
were  two  majors,  three  captains,  six  lieutenants, 
three  ensigns,  two  officers  of  the  staff,  ten  scr- 
jieants,  and  two  drummers.  Of  the  private* 
missing,  the  greater  part  (soldiers  of  the  Long- 
ford and  Kilkenny  militia)  were  afterwards 
found  to  have  deserted  to  the  enemy,  which, 
with  other  circumstances,  gave  some  grounds 
fbr  suspicion  that  treachery  had  some  share  ivk 
the  defeat  at  Castlebar.  That  not  one  of  thes© 
deserters  escaped  the  death  which  their  defectioa 
fUerited,  is  perhaps  not  unworthy  of  remark. 
The  loss  of  the  French  in  killed  and  wounded 
is,  with  probability,  said  to  have  been  greater 
than  that  of  our  troops,  though  not  satisfac- 
torily stated. 

The  marquis  Comwallis,  who  from  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  invasion,  had,  notwithstand- 
ing the  smallness  of  the  invading  army,  been  so 
sensible  of  the  danger  which  might  thence  arise, 
^  to  have  determined  to  march  in  person  against 
the  enemy,  arrived  at  Philipstown  on  the  26th 
of  August;  \«^hcnce  he  proceeded  next  day  to 
^ilbcggau;   having  by  the  way  of  the  grand 
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C2inal  made  a  progress  of  forty-four  Irish,  or. 
fifty-six  English  miles  in  two  days.  Receiving 
here,  on  the  28th,  very  early  in  the  morning, 
the  disagreeable  news  of  the  defeat  at  Castlebar, 
he  advanced  to  Athlone,  where  he  was  posijtively 
informed  by  many  who  had  fled  through  Tuam, 
particularly  a  lieutenant  of  the  carabineers,  and 
captain  O'Donnel  of  the  Newport- Pr^tt  yeomen, 
thfit  the  French  had  pursued  the  army  of  general 
Lake  to  Tuam,  driven  it  from  that  post,  and 
taken  possession  of  the  town.  If  such  a  pursuit 
had  been  possible  to  the  French,  after  their  ex- 
hausting march  to  Castlebar,  even  this  extraor- 
dinary report  might  have  been  true,  since 
general  Lake,  having  lost  his  artillery  .  and 
ammunition,  thought  the  post  of  Tuam  unsafe 
with  panic-struck  troops,  many  of  them  also 
dborderly,  and  judged  a  retreat  expedient  nearer 
to  Athlone.  Even  ou  this  town,  sixty -three 
miles  from  the  French  army,  which  never  moved 
farther  in  that  line  than  Castlebar,  an  attack 
was  apprehended,  and  pickets  and  patroles 
were  advanced  far  on  the  roads  to  Tuam  and 
Ballinasloe. 

•  From  these  facts  a  judicious  reader,  acquainted 
with  the  state  in  which  Ireland  then  was,  where 
multitudes  were  prepared  to  rise  in  rebellion  as 
soon  as  they  should  see  any  force  in  a  probable 
condition  to  support  them,  may  very  probably 
be  of  opinion,  that,  if  such  a  man  as  Cornwallis 
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had  not  been  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  administra- 
tion, with  full  power  to  act  according  to  his  ovm 
judgment,  the  consequences  of  this  petty  inva- 
sion might  have  speedily  become  very  ruinous  to 
,  this  kingdom.  His  excellency  saw  that  the  utmost 
caution  was  expedient,  as  well  as  vigour  in  the 
movements  of  his  forces.  The  motions"  of  the 
main  army  immediately  under  his  own  com- 
mand, were  calculated  to  cover  *the  country,  to 
intimidate  the  abettors  of  rebellion,  and  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  rallying  to  any  smaller 
bodies  of  troops  which  might  be  defeated ;  while 
these  bodies  were  ordered  to  harass  the  enemy 
as  much  as  possible  without  running  risks,  or 
engaging  in  battle  without  almost  a  certainty  of 
success.  The  marquis  proceeded  on^  the  SOth  of 
August  in  the  road  to  Castlebar,  and  arrived  on 
the.  4th  of  September  at  HoUymount,  whence  he 
intended  to  advance  to  the  attack  of  the  French 
army  ported  at  Castlebar,  fourteen  miles  distant, 
till  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  that 
post  in  the  morning,  and  had  marched  in  the 
direction  of  Foxford. 

After  their  victory  at  Castlebar,  the  French 
received  great  additional  accessions  of  Irish  pea^- 
jiantry  to  their  standard,  chiefly,  as  before,  from 
the  western  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  county 
of  Mayo.  To  furnish  these  multitudes*  with 
fire-arms,  the  stores  brought  from  France  were 
u 
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jquite  insufficient,  though,  according  to  the 
account  of  colonel  Charost  to  the  bishop  of 
ICillala,  five  thousand  five  hundred  muskets  were 
distributed  in  tlie  last  mentioned  pl^ce  to  the 
insurgents.  These  new  levies  of  mountaineers 
were  gcmerally  very  awkward  in  the  u;je  of  guna^ 
and  proved  to  hk  of  no  very  effectual  aid  to  the 
French,  who  had  iexpectcd.  far  more  powerful 
assistance  from  the  Irish.  They  had  also  ex* 
pected  to  be  iihnsediately  followed  by  additional 
troops  and  stores  from  France  Totally  disap- 
pointed in  the  former  expectation,  and  seeing 
little  prospect  of  being  gratified  in  the  latter, 
they  began  to  suspect  that  they  had  beeif  sent  ob 
9  desperate  errand,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  to  aiiinoy^ 
jxot  to  conquer,  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
like  brave  and  faithful  soldiers,  they^  i*esdved  to 
perform  their  duty,  even  in  this  case,  and  to 
make  every  effort  in  their  power  againat  the 
JBritiah  government, .  until  irresistible  necessity 
ihould  compel  them  to  surrender. 

General  Humbert,  having  ordered,  on  the  1st 
of  September,  the  troops  lefl  at  Kiliala  to  repair 
to  the  main  body,  commenced  a  r^d  march^ 
very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  from 
Castlebar,. through  Foxford,  toward  the  town  of 
SUgo,  perhaps  with  a  design  of  attempting  to 
approach  the  county  of  Dootegal,  where  the 
additional  forces  from  France  weie  expected  to 
make  a  landing. .  Deutenant-colonel  Crawford, 


mth  a  body  of  troopi,  isuppgrtcd  by  aiiother. 
under  general  Lak^  hung  upon  his  rear,  angther 
under  major-general  Moore  watohe<l  his  motions 
at  a  greater  distance  ;  while  the  ma?qiiic  Corn- 
wallis,  with  the  main  army,  move^  in  a  warly^ 
ptarallel  direction  from  HollyfiK)imt,  tbrotigh 
Clare  and  Ballyhaunia,  toward  Carrick-onoShvi'' 
non,  intending  to  regulate  hh  subsequent  mo- 
tions by  tbosS  of  the  enemy. 

The  advanced-guard  of  the  French  haying 
passed  Tubbercurry,  after  a  skirBviyb  with  some 
yeomen  guards,  and  arrived  at  ^oloony,  was 
opposed  on  thi  5th  by  colonel  Verreker  of  the 
the  city  of  Limerick  militia,  who  had  marched 
from  Sligo  for  the  purpose,  with  three  hundred 
infantry,  thirty  of  the  S4th  regiment  of  ligh* 
dragoons,  and  two  curricle  gum.  Tlie  Qoloiiel 
found  the  enemy  arranged  for  his  reception 
between  him  and  the  town  of  Coloony.  After  a 
smart  action  of  about  an  hour's  continuance,  he 
was  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  hia  artil** 
lery,  to  Sligo,  whence  he  withdrew  his  Httte 
army  to  Baliyshannon.  He  has  stated  hia  loss 
of  private  soMiers  at  only  six  killed  and  twenty- 
two  wounded.  Himself  and  four  other  officers 
were  slightly  wounded,  arid  one,  ensign  Rumley,* 
slain.  He  was  informed  that  the  loss  of  tho 
French  exceeded  fifty,  of  whom  tliirty  were 
wounded.    As  colonel  Verreker  certainly  proved 
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himself  a  man  of  great  spirit,  and  steady  couragei 
in  this  affair,  I  am  not  inclined  to  doubt  his 
veracity ;  and  I  should  think  that  his  little  army 
acquitted  itself  with  sufficient  honour  without 
the  supposition  of  its  having  been  actually 
engaged  with  the  whole  French  force,  as  the 
colonel  states,  instead  of  the  vanguard  only,* 

This  opposition,  though  attended  with  defeat 
to  the  opposers,  is  supposed  to  ha\Fe  caused  the 
French  general  to  relinquish  his  design  on  Sligo. 
He  directed  his  march  by  Drummahair  toward 
Manorhamilton  in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  leav- 
ing on  the  road,  for.  the  sake  of  expedition,  three 
six  pounders  dismounted,  and  throwing  five 
pieces  more  of  artillery  over  the  bridge  at  Drum- 
mahair into  the  water.  In  approaching  Manor- 
hamilton he  suddenly  wheeled  to  the  right, 
taking  his  way  by  Drumkerin,  perhaps  with 
design  of  attempting,  if  possible,  to  reach 
Granard  in  the  county  of  Longford,  where  an 
alarming  insurrection  had  taken  place.  Craw- 
fbrd*s  troops  hung  so  close  on  the  rear-guard  of 
the  French  as  to  come  to  action  with  it  on  the 
7th,  between  Drumshambo  and  Ballynamore,  in 
which  action  they  were  repulsed  with  some  loss, 
and  admonished  to  observe  more  caution  in  the 
pursuit. 

*  The  French  are  said  to  have  mistaken  the  coloners  armj 
for  t)ie  vanguard  of  a  much  greater,  and  to  have  been  thereby 
prevented  from  attempting  to  surround  it. 
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The  French  army^  passing  the  Shannoti  at 
B^Uintra,  and  halting  some  hour>  in  the  night  at 
Cioone,  arrived  at  Ballinamuck  on  the  8th  of 
September,  so  closely  followed  by  the  troops  of 
colonel   Crawford  and  general  Lake^    that  its 
rear-guard  was  unable  to  break  the  bridge  at 
Ballintra  to  impede  the  pursuit;    while  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  the  grand  army  crossing  the 
same  river  at  Carrick-on-Shannon,  marched  by 
Mohill  to  Saint-Johnstown   in   the  county  of 
Longford,  to  intercept  it  in  front,  in  its  way  to 
Granard ;  by  which  niovement  it  was  reduced  to 
such  a  situation  that,  if  it  should  proceed,  it 
must  inevitably  be  surrounded  by  British  forces 
in  number,  I  believe,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
thousand,  and  commanded  by  oiie  of  the  most 
accomplished  generals,  of  the  age.   In  this  despe- 
rate  situation,  Humbert^rranged  his  forces,  with 
no  other  object,  that  I  can  conceive,  than  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  the  French  arms.     The 
rear-guard  being  attacked  by  Colonel  Crawford, 
about  two  hundred  infantry  surrendered.    The 
rest  continued  to  defend  themselves  for  above 
half  an  hour,  when  on  the  appearance  of  the 
main  body  of  general  Lake's  army,  they  also 
'Surrendered,  after  they  had  made  Lord  Roden, 
with  a  body  of  dragoons,  a  prisoner,  who  had 
advanced  into  the  French  lines  to  obtain  their 
surrendry,  and  who  now,  by  ordering  the  troops 
flf  his  party  to  halt,  fortunately  prevented  some 
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Affu^toft  6f  blood ,  The  rebel  auxiliarias  who  liad 
accOtt|)an<ed  the  French  to  this  fiitiil  iieW,  being 
tMcluded  from  quarter,  fted  in  all  direetioos,  and 
tvtrfe  pii^sued  with  slaughter.  The  iiuinl)er  of 
their  dkinfs  reported  to  have  b^fen  five  huttdfed, 
ti^hich  *ekns  much  kss  toexceedthe  ttuth  than  re- 
turtis  6(  siain  in  the  dOuth-feastern  parttof  Ireland. 
Notwithstanding  its  diminution  by  deserti^Mis  in 
its  march,  the  force  of  thfe  rebels,  accomj)&nying 
the  Ffendh  army,  is  said  to  have  consisted  of 
fifteen  hundt^d  n\tn  at  thetitoe  of  this  surtendry. 
Tlie  toss  of  rthe  king's  ttoo|)s  is  stated  al  three 
privates  killed,  twelve  wounded,  three  missing, 
iind  dne  ofl5cer.  wounded,  lieutenant  Stejihens  of 
the  Oafabineiers.  Hie  trOOpS  of  general  itumbert 
Wferfe  fbttnd,  When  prisorrets,  tO  cohsist^  seven 
hundred  and  forty-eight  privates,  and  nincty-^ix 
Officers ;  having  sustained  a  loss  of  two  hundred 
litid  eighty-eight  since  their  first  landing  at 
Killala. 

The  prudence  of  lord  Cornwallis  in  the  plan  of 
his  movements,  in  a  line  between  the  invading 
fbrce  and  the  interior  country,  is  tvinded,  beside 
Other  tifcumstances,  from  an  insurreelion  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Granard,  whicii  had  place 
white  the  French  were  marching  from  Castlebar> 
and  had  befen^signed  to  make  a  poWerftil  diVfcr- 
aion  iti  their  favour,  and  even  to  aflfiord  them  a 
'eomttiodious  post,  whence  they  might  mott 
tonvenittttly  direct  their  operations  against  the 


iniSlI  R£&£LLIOir«  ^5 

iftetropolis.    Tlie  tinited  conspiracy  liad  been 
emlmiced  by  multitudes  in  the  ueighbooring 
cou^ties^  pa? ticulariy  la  thatof  Longford,  wheic 
men  of  property  had  espoused  the  cause.    Their 
plan  is  said  to  have  been  to  rise  at  the  suiAmom 
of  their  chiefs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Granard^ 
toseiee  that  post,  and  then  with  augmented  hosts^ 
60  attack  the  town  of  Cavan,  where  considerable 
stores  of  arnM  and  ammunition  ^;(^re  de{>OMt^» 
Tiney  nearly  surprised  the  former  town ;  a  b9d5^ 
said  to  con^st  of  six  thousand,  bat  probably  two 
or  dkree  tfabuaMd,  inhabitants  of  the  count&es 
of  Wtetoieatfa  and  X^gfoird,  veiy  fi^w  of  the^ 
aith^d  with  guns,  advancing  igatost  it  in  tko 
morning  nlfuhe  5th  &(  Septembcur,  befbne  any 
cnnsiderabie  force  OQuld  be  ptoidured  for  its  pro^ 
tection^    Mtot  critically, '  captain  Oottingham 
of  the  Cavan  and  Ballyhaise  yemnan  infantiyi 
aitived  with  eighty<-five  men  tWr  its  di^Mc^  ^ftei^ 
an  eattn^mdy  expeditious  mardl  f^oki  CaVan^ 
between  Mvenand  eight  o'clock  in  tlife  thoming; 
when  the  rebels  had  come  within  slight  of  thi 
towU)  under  the  conduct  of  Al^auderDenniston, 
a  yeoman^lieutenan^of  the  Mafetrim  cavalry,  wtiA 
had  deserted  his  trofOp  to  join  the  ihsurgents. 

Oottiftgham's  force,  composed  wholly  cl'yeb- 
tnen,  consisted  of  only  a  hundred  and  ftfty*seved 
infantry  and  forty-nine  cavalry.  He  chose  i 
strong  position  between  the  assailants  and  the 
town,  on  the  bill  oi>  which  Cranard  ii  biiift;  but 


096  HISTORY   OF  THE 

observing  that  the  rebels,  who  had  at  first' 
advanced  in  one  column,  dtvicjied  into  three 
to  surround  his  little  aimy,  he  retreated  to 
another  position  still  nearer  to  the  town.  Here, 
protected  by  a  bank  and  other  fences,  the  yeomeh 
awaited  the  onset  of  the  enemy,  who  driving 
before  them  a  multitude  \of  cattle,  which  the 
defensive  party  turned  asid^  without  falling  into 
confnsion,  advanced  very  close  to  their  line, 
and  received  a  destructive  discharge  of  musketry. 
They  persevered  however,  in  their  att^npt,  with 
long  intervals  of  pause,  during  five  hours,  from 
between  nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  till  between 
two  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  fled, 
and  were  pursued  with  slaughter.  The  number 
of  their  slain  is,  in  the  captain's  official  account^ 
said  to  have  exceeded  four  hundred,  and  in  an 
anonymous  aqcount  nearly  twic6  as  many  are 
asserted  to  have  fallen ;  while  of  the  royal  party 
not  one  was  killed,  and  only  two  slightly  wounded. 
The  gallant  officer,  whose  conduct  on  that  day, 
with  that  of  the  men  under  his  command,  gave 
a  conspicuous  proof  of  the  effectual  service  of 
yeomen  infantry,  was,  in  proportion  to  his  actual 
merit,  less  inclined  to  exaggeration }  I  cannot 
suppo^  that  so  many  as  two  hundred  could  have 
fallen.  Beside  the  officers,  three  gentlemen  are 
much  praisefd  for  their  behaviour  on  this  occasion, 
Andrew  Bell,  of  Drumkeel,  and  Moutray  Erskine, 
who  volunteered,  and  Ralph  Dopping  who  de» 
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fended  the  entrance  into  the  town  by  the 
barracks.  This  victory  was  of  great  import* 
dnce,  since  it  prevented  the  spreading  of'  the 
insurrection,  and  those  murders  and  devastations 
which  must  have  been  its  consequences. 

The  strongest  column  of  the  rebels,  compose4 
of  inhabitants  of  Westmeath,  directed  their 
march,  after  their  defeat,  to  Wilson's  Hospital,  an 
edifice  erected  for  charitable  purposes,  the  main^ 
tenance  of  twenty  aged  men  and  a  hundred  boys, 
in  the  last  mentioned  county,  six  miles  from 
MuUingar,  from  a  legacy  bequeathed  by  Andrew 
Wilson  of  Piersfield.  This  building  had  already 
been  seized  and  plundered  in  the  morning  of  the 
same  day,  by  another  body  of  rebels,  who,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  defeated  column,  were  taking 
measures,  (we  are  told)  to  butcher  on  the  succeed- 
ing day,  the  6th  of  September,  twenty-eight 
protestants,  who  had  been  brought  thither  pri- 
soners from  the  neighbouring  country,  when 
they  were  prevented  by  the  approach  of  a  small 
body  of  troops,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. This  was  a  force  collected  with  great 
diligence  by  Lord  Longford,  composed  bf  yeomen 
and  Argyle  fencibles,  the  whole  stated  by  some 
at  between  two  and  three  hundred,  by  others 
at  twice  as  many.  The  fensibles  were  com* 
mahded  by  major  Porter,  who  brought  one  field 
piece  for  the  attack.  A  large  body  of  the  rebels, 
pf  whon}  about  five  hundred  are  said  to  have 
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b^en  atined  with  fireiocka,  inarched  froin  tlMt 
hospital  to  meet  thee^.  troops  near  the  yiUage  of 
Bunbrusna.  After  an  abortive  attempt  of  some 
of  their  party  to  seize  the  field  piece  by  an  impetu^^ 
ousoDset.  iowhichy  by  adiflchar^ofgrape^bot^ 
ftiaay  of  them  sufferedi,  tbe  iDsacgeiits  maintained 
BQt  tlve  combat  long.  In,  their  flight  a  party 
took  ftbelter  in  a  f^ttu-hou^e  and  offices  which 
were  in  conseqqeacf  burned ;  and  probably  many 
lirretchee  perished  in  the  flames.  The  troi^s,  as 
daylight  &iled,  lay  on  their  ardaa  all  night,  with 
intention  tfo  attack  the  ho^j^tt^  in  the  morning; 
but  they  fbund  it  thed  evacuated  by  the  iniiur^ 
gente^  whose  loss  of  mem'  is  reported  by  very 
doubti\il  authority  to  hav«  been  near  tWo  hundred 
in  killed  and  wounded;  whilfcthatof  the  royal 
lioopa  wa5 ;  only^  tu^p  men  of  the  .artillery^  shot  bgr 
ofie  rebel  konx  bdhind  a  hedgel      ... 

So  speedy  a  suppression  of  the  rebels  in  the 
nfighbourhood  of  Granard,  who.  no  more,  after 
these  defeats  by  so  sn^all  i  force^  assembled  in 
arms,  might,  with  the  surrendry  of  the  French 
anny  tMx>  days  after  at  Ballynamuck,  be  supposed 
SK^cient  to  intimidate  the  rest  of  tlie  rebeia  iti 
the  western  parts  into,  a  relinquishment  of  all 
thoughts  of  a  continuation  of  resistance.  Yet 
in  those  territot^iesof  the  county  of -Mayo,  where 
tliey  had  first  risea  to  assist  tlie  iuvadeiB,  the/ 
atill  persevered  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  Injbel* 
ifgence,  indeed,  of  Humbert'a  sorrendry  arrived 
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not  in  these  parts  for  some  days  after;  and  before 
its  arrival,  Castkbar,  which  on  its  evacuation  by 
the  IVench/  hid  been  occupied  by  the  king's 
troops,  was  attacked  in  the  morning  of  the  ISth 
of  September,  by  a  body  of  rebels,  reported  to  be 
two  thousand  in  number.  The  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  fifty-seven  Fmser  fensibles,  thirty-fonr 
Volunteers  '(i^c'^ding  boys),  and  one  troop  of 
yeoman  cavalry,  was  so  judiciously  posted  by 
captain  Urquart  of  the  Frasers,  as  to  completdy 
rout  the  assailants,  whose  object  was  at  least  to 
plunder  the  town,  peiiiaps  also,  as  has  beeti 
asserted,  to  muixicr  all  the  protjestant  inhabitants, 
and  even  the  loyal  Romanists.  T\\e  honour  of 
the  town's  preservation  is  ascribed  to  captain 
Urquart,  who  resolved  on  its  defente,  contrary, 
as  is  said,  to  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  there, 
who  advised  its  evacuation  ami  th6  dereliction  of 
all  to  the  plunderers. 

Most  of  the  towns  which  had  Allien  into  the 
hands  of  the  rebels  were  about  this  time  xtcovered, 
as  Newport  and  Westport,  by  the  foisibles  and 
yeomen,  under  the  Hon.  Dennis  Browne,  brothw 
to  the  earl  of  Altamont,  and  captain  Urquart; 
but  Ballina  ^nd  Killala  remained  some  time  longtr 
in  tlieir  possession.  On  his  march  from  Castlebar, 
on  the  4th  of  Septeml>er,  Humbert  had  left  no  part ' 
of  his  army  at  Killala  or  Ballina,  txcept  three 
officers  at  the  former, .  and  one  at  the  latter, 
to  command  tht  rebdi^  who  formed  the  garrisons 
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of  these  towns.  Ihtelligence  was  received  by 
these  officers,  on  the  12th,  of  the  fate  of  their 
army  at  Ballinanmk ;  which  intelligence  was, 
for  good  reasons,  concealed  from  the  rebels^ 
until  they  were  informed  by  some  of  their  own 
party,  who  had  escaped  from  the  slaughter.  To 
account  satisfactorily  for  the  tardiness  of  the 
king's  troops  in  thrirmarqh  to  these  posts,  where 
the  loyalists  were  in. perpetual  danger  of  assassi* 
nation,  I  am  not  furnished  with  materials ;  but 
they  arrived  not  at  Ballina  till  the  S2d  of  Septem- 
ber, about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
after  a  few  discharges  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
the  rebel  jgarrison,  with  its  commander^  a  French 
officer,  named  True,  fled  toward  Killala, 

On  the  fiSd  of  September,  thirty-two  days 
after  the  landing  of  the  French  army,  and  fifteen 
after  its  capture  at  Ballinamuck,  a  large  body  of 
troops  arrived  at  Killala,  under  the  command  of 
major-general  Trench,  who  would  have  been  a 
day  or  two  later  in  his  arrivali  if  he  had  not 
been  hastened  by  a  message  from  the  bishop 
of  Killala,  concerning  the  extreme  danger  of 
his  family^  and  the  rest  of  the  loyalists  in  that 
town.  **  The  peaceful  inhabitants  of  Killala 
**  were  now  to  be  spectators  of  a  scene  which 
•*  they  had  never  expected  to  behold — a  battle ! 
"  a  fight  which  no  person  who'  has  seen  it 
"  once,  and  possesses  the  feelings^  of  a  human 
"  creature,  would   choose  to.  witness  a  second 
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^*  time.  A  troop  of  fugitives  in  full  race  from 
'^  fiallina — women  and  children  tumbling  over 
*^  one  another  to  get  into  the  castle,  or  into  any 
*'  house  in  the  town  where  they  might  hope  for  a 
•*  momentary  shelter — continued  for  a  painful 
*^  length  of  time  to  give  notice  of  the  approach 
"  of  an  army. 

"  The  rebels  quitted  their  camp  to  occupy  the 

'^  rising  ground  close  by  the  town,  on  the  road  to 

*'  Ballina,  posting  themselves  under  the  low  stone 

'^  walls  on  each  side  in  such  a  manner  as  enabled 

'^  them  with  great  advantage  to  take  aim  at  the 

^^  king's  troops,  s   They  had  a  strong  guard  also 

**  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  to)vard  Foxford, 

**  having  probably  received  intelligence,   which 

"  was  true,  that  general  Trench  had  divided  his' 

**  forces  at  Crosmalina,  and  sent  one  part  of  them 

"  by  a  detour  of  three  miles  to  intercept  the 

**  fogitives  that  might  take  that  course  in  their 

^'  flight.     This  last  detachment  consisted  chiefly 

"  of  the  Kerry  militia,  imder  the  orders  of  lieu- 

"  tenant-colonel  Crosbie,  and  Maurice  Fitzgerald, 

**  the  knight  of  Kerry;  their  colonel,  the  carl 

'^  of  Glandore,  attending  the  general.     It  is  a 

**  circumstance  which  ought  neVer  to  be  forgotten 

'/by  the  loyalists  of  Killala,  that  the  Kerry 

"  militia  were  so  wrought  upon  by  the  e:3^horta- 

**  tions  of  those  two  spirited  officers,  to  loose  no 

*'  time  to  come  to  the  relief  of  their  perishing 

*'  friends,  that  they  appeared  on  the  south  side 
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"  of  the  town  at  the  sarae  instant  with  their 
**  fellows  on  the  opposite  side,  though  they  had 
^*  a  league  more  of  road  to  perform. 

**  The  two  divisions  of  the  royal  army  were 
'^  supposed  to  make  up  about  twelve  hundred 
^'  men,  and  they  had  five  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
"  number  of  the  rebeb  could  not  be  ascertained. ' 
'*  Many  run  away  before  the  engagement,  while 
*'a  very  considerable  number  flocked  ifito  the 
**  town  in  the  very  heat  of  it,  passing  under  the 
"  castle  windows  in  view  of  the  French  officers* 
^'  on  horseback,    running  upon  death  with  as 
'*  little  ^pearance  of  reflection  or  concern,  as  if 
*'  they  were  hastening  to  a  show.     About  four 
^'  hundred  of  these  misguided  men  fell  in  the 
"  battle  and  immediately  after  it     Whence  it 
*'  may  be  conjectured  that  their  entire  number 
"  scarcely  exceeded  eight  or  nine  hundred."* 
To  account  for  so  great  a  slaughter,  we  are  to 
observe  from  the  same  excellent  narrative  from 
which  I  have  already  transcribed,  that  they  met 
with  death  on  every  side  where  they  attempted 
to  escapi^;  for,  when  driven  from  their  post  out- 
side the  town  by  a  flanking  fil-e  of  the  soldiery, 
they  fled  in  all  directions,  they  were  furiously 
pursued  by  the  Roxburgh  cavalry,  wha  Slaugh- 
tered many  in  the  streets,  and  were  either  inter- 
cepted at  thq  other  end  of  the  town  by  the  Kerry 

•  A  narrative  of  what  passed  at  Killala,  by  4a  eyq  witnessi 
supposed  to  be  the  bishop  of  Killala.     Dublin,  1800. 
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militia,  or  directed  their  flight  to  the  shore/ 
wh^e  also  ^*  the  fugitives  werc^  swept  away  by 
''  scores,  a  cannon  being  placed  on  the  opposite 
"  side  of  the  bay  which  did  great  execution."* 

The  pursuit  of  the  cavalry  into  the  town  "  was 
^'  i>ot  agreeable  to  military  practice,  acccordwg  to 
''  which  it  is  usual  to  commit  the  assault  of  a 
**  town  fo  th^  infantry;  but  here  the  general 
"  wisely  reversed  tli^  modCi  in  order  to  prevent 
**  the  ifebels,  by  a  rapid  pursuit,  from  taking 
*'  shelter  in  the  houses  of  the  towns-folk,  a  cir?- 
"  cum&tanCQ  which  was  likely  to  provoke  indis- 
'^  criminate  sila^ghter  and  pillage.  The  measure 
<<  was  attended  with  the  desired  success.  A  con- 
*^  siderable  number  was  cut  down  in  the  streets, 
**  ajKl  of  thfi  r^nviinder  but  a  few  were  able  to 
'^escape >nto  tlie  houses.  Some  of  the  defeated 
*'  jfcli^ls,  hwever,  did  force  their  way  into 
"  hcJuses,  and  by  consequence  brought  mischief 
'^  upon  the  mnocent  inhalutants,  without  benefit 
*^  to  th^nselves.  The  first  house,  after  passing 
"  the  bishop's,  is  that  of  Mr.  William  Kirkwck)d; 
^^  ite  situation  exposed  it  on  this  occasion  to 
'*  peculiar  danger,  as  it  fronts  the  main  street, 
"  which  was  raked  entirely  by  a  line  of  fire.  A 
**  flying  rebel  had  burst  through  the  door,  fol- 
*^  lowed  by  six  or  seven  soldiers:  they  poured  a 
'^  volley  of  musketry  after  him,  which  proved 

*  Narrative  Qf  wlut  passed  at  Kiilala,  &c. 
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*^  fatal  to  Mr.  Andrew  Kirkwood,  a  most  loyd 
"  and  respectable  citizen,  while  he  was  rejoicing 
"  at  the  victory,  and  in  the  very  act  of  shouting 
*'  oiit  *  God  save  the  King' !  *  In  spite  of  the  ex- 
**  ertions  of  the  general  and  his  officers,  the  town 
"  exhibited  all  the  marks  of  a  place  tak^n  by 
**  storm.  Some  houses  were  perforated  like  a 
*'  riddle:  most  of  them  had  their  doors  and 
"  windows  destroyed ;  the  trembling  inhabitants 
*^  scarcely  escaping  with  life,  by  lying  prostrate 
**  on.  thfr  floor.  Nor  was  it  till  the  close  of  next 
"  day  that  their  ears  were  relieved  from  the  horrid 
"  sound  of  muskets  discharged  every  minute  at 
**  flying  and  powerless  rebels.  The  plague  of 
"  war  so  often  visits  the  world  that  we  are  apt  to 
"  listen  to  any  description  of  it  with  the  indiflTe- 
'*  rence  of  satiety:  it  is  the  actual  inspection 
*'  only,  that  shews  the  monster  in  its  proper  and 

"full  deformity."! 

The  town  of  Killala  thus  recovered  by  his 
majesty's  forces,  had  been  thirty  tAvo  days  in  the 
possession  of  the  French  and  rebels.  Of  the 
transaction  which  occurred  there  during  that 

*  Tho  killing  of  loyalists  by  the  king's  troops  had  place,  it 
seems,  in  the  west  as  well  as  the  east  of  Ireland.  The  Protestants 
of  a  village  called  Carrowearden,  near  Killala,  having  been 
brought  away  prisoners  by  a  body  of  rebels,  were>  on  the  rout 
of  that  body,  by  an  army  from  Sligo,  marching  to  Killalai  under 
lord  Portarlington,  put  to  death  by  the  soldiery. 

^  Narrative  of  what  passed  at  Killala,  &c. 
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period,  the  public  is  favoured  with  an  interesting 
narrative,  universally  ^supposed  to  be  the  produc- 
tion of  the  learned  Dr.  StQcki  lord  bishop  of 
Killal^y  who,  with  his  family,  was  all  that  time 
in  the  bands  of  the  invaders  and  their  auxiliaries. 
This  narrative  is  valuable,  since  it  is  calculate4 
for  the  prevention  of  those  eiTon  which,  from 
the  want  of  such  fiuthentic  and  impartial  docu« 
ments,  are^t  to  creep  into  history,  and  to 
become  so  estabUshed  by  time  as  if  t^ey  were 
unquestionable  faults.  It  is  extremely  honourable 
to  the  writer,  since  it  evinces  a  genuine  goodness 
of  Iveart,  and  a  mind,  so  cultivated,  so  candid, 
BO  elovaied  above  vulgar  prejudices,  and  the  servile 
fear  of  party,  as  to  discern  und  publicly  acknow- 
ledge the  virtues  of  an  enemy. 

Th£  visitation  of  his  clergy  had  been  appointed 
by  die  bishop  to  be  h^  on  the  SSd  of  August ; 
hot  the  unfavourable  winds  which  caused  the 
deharkaition  of  the  French  troops  in  the  bay  of 
Killala,  W  the  SSd,  furnished  him  with  company 
of  a  very  different  kind.  In  his  misfortune^ 
however,  he  had  the  great  consolation  of  finding 
iJiat,  except  his  xebel  countrymen,  the  enemies 
into  whose  hjtnds  he  had  fallen  were  polite  and 
generous.  ^^  Humbert  desired  him  to  be  upder 
''  no  apprehension — hipielf  and  aU  bis  people 
<<  ^ould  be  treated  with  respectful  attcntipn^  «md 
*'  nothing  should  be  taken  by  the  Frepcji  troapa- 
/*but  what  was  absolutely  necfseju-y  fw  their 
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*^  support;  a  promise  which,  as  long  as  tii&i 
*^  troops  continued  inKillala,  was  mast  religiously 
^^  observed^  excepting  only  a  small  sally  of  ill 
"  humour  or  roughness  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
V  mander  toward  the  bishop.  '*  The  cause  of  this, 
piece  of  roughness  was,  that  boats  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  artillery  and  stores  from  the 
ships,  and  cars  and  horses  for  the  forwarding  of 
them  by  land,  could  not  be  procured  by  the 
general,  by  the  offer  of  high  prices -or  other 
means,  till  addressing  the  bishop  as  the  principal 
personage,  and  telling  hint  that  he  must  procure 
these  nesessaries  for  him,  he  pretended,  on  the 
failure  of  a  commission  AVhich  the  bishop  could 
not  execute,  to  burst  into  a  violent  rage,  and  to 
send  his  lordship  a  prisoner  to  France.  ,  Thii 
produced  the  effect  intended.  The  owners  of 
the  requisite  vehicles  immediately  made  their 
i4>pearance  to  save  the  bishop,  who  received  thc^ 
apology  of  the  general  for  the  severity  with 
which  the  situation  of  his  affairs  h,ad  constrained 
him  to  act. 

The  candid  writer  thus  describes  the  little  army 
of  invaders.  **  Intelligence,  activity,  temperance, 
**  patience,  to  a  surprising  degree,  appeared  to 
'^  be  combined  in  the  soldiery  that  came  over 
»**with  Humbert,  together  with  the  exactest 
'*'  obedience  to  discipline.  Yet>  if  you  except 
,  '**  the  grenadiers,  they  had  nothing  tx>  catch  the 
"  eye.     Their  stature  for  tfeiuost  part  was  low. 
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**  their  complexion  pal6  and  sallow,  their  clothes 
*^niuch  the  Worse  for  the  wear:   to  a  supft-- 
^*ficial    observer   they  would,  have    appeared 
^^  incapable  of  enduring  almost  any  hardship. 
"  These  were  the  men,  however,  of  whom  it 
"was  presently  observed,  that  they  could  be  well 
"  content  to  live  on  bread  or  potatoes^  to  drink 
*'  water,  to  make  the  stones  of  the  street  their  bed, 
"  and  to  sleep  in  their  clothes,  with  no  covering 
"  but  the  canopy  of  heaven.     One.half  of  their 
"  number  had  served  in  Italy  under  Bonaparte; 
**  the  rest  were  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  where 
"  they  had  suffered  distresses  that  well  accounted 
"for  thin  persons  and  wa^  looks.    Several  of 
"  them  declared,  with  all  the  marks  of  sincerity, 
*^  that  at  the  siege  of  Mentz,  during  the  preced- 
*  ing  winter,  they  had  for  a  long  time  slept  on 
'*  the  ground  in  holes  made  four  feet  deep  under 
"  the  snow.    And  an  officer,  pointing  to  his 
**  leather  small-clothes,  assured  the  bishop  that 
"  he  had  not  taken  them  off  for  a  twelvemonth. 
**  Humbert,  the  leader  of  this  siiigular  body 
"  of  men,  was  himself  as  extraordinary  aperaonagc 
"  as  any  in  his  army.     Of  a  good  height  and 
"shape,  in  the  full  vigour  of  life,  prompt  to 
"  decide,  ^  quick  in  execution,  apparently  master 
*^of  his  art,  you  could  not  refuse  him  the  praise 
"  of  a  good  officer,  while  his  physiognomy  forbade 
<«  you  to  like  him  as  a  man.     His  eye,  which  yvas 
/^  smdll  and  sleepy,  (the  effect/  probably,  of  much 
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^'  watching)  cast  a  side-long  glance  of  insidons- 
"  ness  and  even  of  cruelty  :  it  was  the  eye  of  a 
**  cat  preparing  to  sprmg  upon  her  prey.     His 
**  education  and  mannecs  ivere  indicative  of  a 
'^  person  sprung  from  the  lower  orders  of  society, 
*'  though  he  lak€\t  liow  («  most  of  his  country- 
^  roen  can  do)  to  assume,  where  it  was  conveuent; 
^'  die  deportment  a£  a  gentleman.     For  learning, 
*^  he  had  scarcely  enough  to  ^nahle  hin  to  write 
^'  his  name.     His  passions  were  furiouSy  and  all 
''  his  behaviour  seemed  narked  with  the  chasrac- 
^'ters  of  rougbiiess  and  violence.    Anarrorwer 
^^  observation  of  him,  lum^ver,  served  tadiscover, 
''  that  much  of  this  roughness  was  the  result  of 
^'  art,  being  assumed  with  the  view  of  esotortiog 
^'by  terror  a  ready  compliance  with  his  com- 
^'  mauds.     Of  this  truth  dae  hidhop  himself  was 
''  one  of  the  first  who  had  oocasioa  to  be  made 
*^  sensible," — as  has  been  alneacdy  rebted. 

The  officer  left  by  Humbert  at  Kiihda,  in 

command,    'Mieittenant-coloDd    Chano^   had 

"  attained  to  the  age  of  five-and-forty.     He  was 

*'  bom  in  Paris,  the  son  (as  the  writer  was  told) 

'^  of  a  watch-maker  in  that  cityy  who  seat  him 

'^  over  eaaly  to  sooaedonnexoons  mSt  Dooiii^y 

.'^  where  he  was  fortunate  to  marry  a^ifis  with  a 

"  plantation  for  her  dowry,  ^hioh  yielded  Idm, 

^  V  before  the  troubles,  an  income  of  two  thousand 

"  pounda  sterling  per  ammm.     By  thetmhapp)' 

.'f  wv,  nrhich  dtill  desolates  that  ialaud,  he  lost 
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^'  every  thing,  ercn  to  his  wife,  and  his  only  cBild/ 
**  a  daughter:  they  were  taken  on  their  passage  to 
^*  France,  aind  sent  away  to  Jamaica.  His  eyies 
<^  would  fill  w|ien  be  told  the  family  that  he  had 
*^  not  seen  these  dear  relatives  for  si;^  years  past, 
**  nor  even  had  tidings  of  them  foir  the  last  three 
''  years*  On  his  return  to  France  he  had  em* 
^  braced. the  military  life,  and  had  risen  by  doe 
**  degrees  to  the  rank  which  he  now  filled.  He 
^<  had  a  plain,  good  understanding.  He  seemed 
*'  careless  or  doubtful  of  revealed  religion,  but 
'^  said  that  be  believed  in  God,  was  inclined  to 
**  think  that  there  must  be  a  future  state,  and^ 
**  was  very  sure  tha^  while  he  lived  in  this  world» 
**  it  was  his  duty  to  do  all  the  good  to  his  fellow*^ 
''  creatures  that  he  could.  Yet  what  he  did. not 
^'  exhibit  in  his  own  condact,  he  appeared  to 
^^  respect  in  others;  for  he  took  care  that  np 
V  noiae  nor  disturbance  should  be  made  in  the 
^<  castle  on  Sundays,  while  the  family  and  many 
**  protestants  from  the  town  were  assembled  in 
*^  the  library  at  their  devotions." 

V  Boudet,  the  next  in  rank  to  the  cotnn^andant, 
**  was  a  ci4>taia  of  foot,  a  native  of  Normaadyi 
**  twenty*eight  years  of  age.  His  father,  he  said, 
**  was  still  living,  though  gixtyi-sevcn  years  old 
*^  when  be  waa  bom.  His  height  was  six  feet 
'^  two  inches.  In  person,  complexion,  and  gra^ 
**  vity,  he  was  no  inadequate  r^esentation  of 
'^  the  knight  of  La  Mancha,  whose  example  he 
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' ''followed  in  a  recital  of  his  owii  prbiress  and 
'^  wonderful  exploits,  delivered  in  measured 
''language,  and  an  imposing  seriousness  of 
•*  aspect".  The  writer. ascribes  to  him  vanity, 
piride, '  and  an  irascible  temper ;  but  bdieved 
him  to  have  more  than  an  ordinary  share  of  feel- 
ing; and  that  his  integrity  and  courage  appeared 
unquestionable ;  and  says,  ''  on  the  whole,  when 
/'.we  became  familiarised  to  his  failings,  we  saw 
'*  xeftson  every  day  to  respect  his  virtues." 
::  Another  French  officer  described  by  this  writer, 
was.Ponson,  onlyi^ve  feet  and.  a  half  in  stature, 
but:aotuated  by. an  unremitted. flow. of  animal 
spirits,  and  incessantly  noisy.  '^  He  was  hardy, 
<'  and  patient  to  admiration  of  labour  and  want 
5'.  of.  rest  A  continued  watching  (^  five  days 
''  and  nights  together,  when  the  rebels  were 
''gtowing  desperate  for  prey  and  mischief,  did 
"not  appear  to  sink  his  spirits  in  the  smallest 
*'  d^nee.  He  was  strictly  honest  and  could  not 
**  bear  the  want  of  this  quality  in*  others ;  so  that 
*^  his  patience  was  pretty  ^'dl  tried  by  his  Irish 
f'. allies:"  but  he  expressed  a  contempt  of  the 
jbrms  of  religion,  to  an  eixcess  which  is  justly 
ascribed  to  "  vanity,, the  miserable  affectation  of 
"  appearing  to  be  more  wicked  than  he  really 
"  was."  A  fiflh  officer,  named  True,  is  described 
as.  a  man  of  brutal  behaviour,  and  of  an  appear- 
ance corresponding  to  his  character — "  a  front 
H  of  brass,  an  incessant  fraudful  smilf^  manners 
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*^  altogether  vulgar^  and  in  his  dress  and  perton 
'*  a  neglect  of  cleanliness  even  beyond  the 
"  affected  negligence  of  republicans." 

The  characters  of  these  officers  may  be  little 
interesting  to  spme  readers,  but  they  were  far 
from  being  matters  of  no  concern  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Killala  and  its  neigbourhdod.  If  they 
had  all  been  of  the  same  disposition  as  True,  or 
even  if  they  had  not  beennten  of  active  humanity, 
the  county  of  Mayo  might  haveexhibited  scenes  olf 
massia^re  similar  to  iho^e  of  the  couilty  of  Wex- 
ford ;  since  without  their  exertions  the  protest- 
ants  would  have  been  imprisoned  by  the  rebeb, 
as  hostages,  on  wbonv the  deaths  of  their  afl^d- 
ciates,  taken  prisoners  and  hanged  by  the  king's 
army,  should  be  retaliated  Highly  indeed  to 
the  honour  of  the  French  forces  in  general,  the 
ingenuous  narrator  of  the  transactions  at  Kiliala', 
gives  the  following  testimony  with  respect  to  the 
behaviour  of  Humbert's  army.  *^  And  hercf  it 
'*^  would  be  an  act  of  great  injustice  to  the  excet- 
"  lent  discipline,  constantly  maintained  by  thesfe 
*'  invaders  while  they  remained  in  otjJtown,  not 
"  to  remark,  that  wJdi  every  temptation  to 
"  plunder,  which  the  time,  and  the  number  of 
**  valuable  articles  Mrithin  their  reach,  presented 
^*  to  them  in  the  bishop's  palace,  fronv  a  side- 
^^  board  of  plate  and  iglasses,  a  hall  filled  with 
^^  hats,  whips,  and  great  coats,  as  well  of  the 
^'  guests  as  of  the  family,  not  a  single  particu^ 
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*Mar  of  private  property  wafiT^und  toliave  been 
^'  carried  away>  when  the  owners^  after  the  first 
"  fright  was  over>  came  to  look  for  their  effects, 
**  which  was  not  for  a  d^y  or  two  after  the  land- 
''  ing»  Immediately  upon  entering  the  dining- 
^'room,  a  French  officer  had  called  fdr  the 
^*  bishop's Jbutler»  and  gatfaeHng  np  the  spoons 
^^  and  glasses^  hid  desired  him  to  take  thenk  to 
''  his  pantry.  Beside  the  entire  use  of  other 
^'  apartments^  during  the  stay  of  the  French  in 
'^  Killala^^  the  attick  stoiy,  containing  a  library 
'^  and  three  bed-chamb6rs»  continued  saered  to 
'^  the  bishop  and  his  family.  And  so  scrupulous 
*^  was  the  delicacy  of  the  Fretach  not  to  disturb 
''  tlie  feibale  part  of  the  house,  that  not  pne  of 
'^  them  ^as  ever  seen  to  go  higher  than  the 
'^  middle  floor>  except  on  the  evening  of  their 
*'  success  at  Castlebar,  when  two  officers  begged 
*'  leave  just  to  carry  to  the  family  Uie  news  of 
''  the  battle,  ^nd  seemed  a  little  mortified  that 
**  the  intelligence  was  received  with  an  air  of 
'^  dissatisfaction." 

This  army,  however,  to  resjjedful  of  persbns 
And  private  property,  had  come  into  the  king- 
dom destitute  of  money  for  tiie  advanoement  of 
their  enterprise.  Its  feaders  promised  thit '  ^  keady 
^^  money  wte  to  come  over  iia  the  ships  expected 
^^eveiry  day  from  Fnnce:  in  the  lileati  timfr, 
**  whatever  was  brought  in  voluntarily,  or  taken 
"  by  necessity^  to  answer  the  Occasions  of  thfe 
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^<  araiy^  should  be  punctually  paid  for  in  drafts 
^<  on  the  future  directory  of  Ireland^  of  which 
''  the  owners  of  the  goods  demanded  were  cour« 
^*  teously  invited  to  accept.     For  the  first  two 
*<  or  three  days  many  people  did  apply  for  such 
<<  drafts  to  the  French  commissary  of  atores^ 
<*  whose  whole  time  appeared  to  be  taken  up  with 
'<  writing  them,    tndeed  the  bishop  himsdf  wan 
''  of  opiuioti  that  the  tosers  would  act  wisely  to 
<'  accept  of  them^  not,  ds  he  told  the  people^ 
^'  that  they  would  ever  produce  payment  where 
^<  it  was  promised^  but  because  they  might  serve  ^ 
<*  as  documents  to  our  own  government^  when^ 
^'  at  a  future  period  it  should  come  to  mquire 
^'  into  the  losses  sustained  by  its  loyal  subjects. 
•'  The  trouble,  however,  of  the  commiiKtry,  in 
^*  issuing  drafts  on  a  bank  in  prospect^  was  not 
<•  of  long  duration.    The  people  smiled  first 
**  and  he  joined  himself  in  the  smile  at  last,  when 
•*  he  offered  the  airy  security.'' — ^Thu5  though 
private  plunder  for  the  emolument  of  individuate 
was  neither  allowed  nor  practised,  yet  the  neces- 
sitous condition  in  whidi  this  army   landed, 
obliged  its  leaders  to  adopt  this  mode  of  public 
regulated  plunder,  for  its  subsistence.    If  cash 
had  not  be^n  wanting  to  the  rulers  of  France, 
ttey  might  be  supposed  to  have  acted  from 
policy  in  sending  none  into  a  country  which 
yiust  remain  hostile^   if  the  invasion  ahould 
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prove  abortive ;  and  which  otherw^ise,  they  might 
think,  ought  to  be  obliged  to  sustain  the  expences 
of  its  own  revolution. 

If  necessity  obliged  the  French,  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  enterprise,  to  adopt  a  plan  ofpublia 
plunder,  one  of  the  chief  incitement  to  the  un- 
fortunate peasantry,  in  the  country  about  Killala, 
to  repair  to  the  standard  of  these  invadersi  was 
the  thii^t  of  private  pillage,  the  indulgence  of 
which  no  efforts  of  their  more  civilised  associates 
could  prevent.     Of  this  the  despoiled  loyalists  of 
Mayo  felt  the  sad  effects  through  a  large  extent 
pf  country*     Here,  as  in  the  south-eastern  parts, 
which  had  already  suffered  by  rebellion,  protest* 
ant  and  loyalist  were  terms  almost  synonimous. 
**  The  oi)ly  persons  of  theestablii^bed  chv^rch  who 
''  took  arms  against  their  sovereign,  in  favour  of 
'*  the  invaders,  were  two  driinken  sots  of  KiUala^ 
"  who  thinking  apostacy  tlie  fittest  prelude  to 
?*  treason,    before   they   embraced  the  French 
/^  party,   did  first  publicly  declare  themselves 
"  converts  to  the  church  of  Rome.*  That  enmity 
**  to  the  protestant  religion  entered  into  the 
''motives   of  the  devastation  in    Connaught^ 
**  cannot  with  any  shew  of  reason  be  denied, 
*^  i^ince  it  is  notorious  that,  except  during  the 
^'  indiscriminate  plunder  which  took  place  at  the 
''capture  ofCastlebar,  very  few  instances  oc-» 

*  Nurratiye  of  transactions  at  Eillala;  page  i;r« 
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^*  curred,  throughout  theprovince,  of  the  house  or 
"property  of  a  Roman  catholic  being  injured  by 
"  the  rebels.* 

The  miserable  bigotry  of  the  lower  classes  of 
Irish  Romanists  was  very  inconsistent  with  the 
notions  of  their  French  allies.  "  The  wonder 
"  was,*'  says  the  narrator  of  Killala,  "  how  the 
**  zealous  papist  should  come  to  any  terms  of 
"  agreement  withaset  of  men,  who  boasted  openly 
"  in  our  heating,  *  that  they  had  jiist  driven  Mr. 
**  Pope  dut  of  Italy,  and  did  not  expect  to  find 
''him  so  stiddenly  in  Ireland."  It  astonished 
the  French  officers  to  hear  ,the  recruits,  when 
they  offered  their  service,  declare,  *'  that  they 
**  were  come  to  take  arms  for  France  and  the 
^'  Blessed  Virgin."  The  conduct  of  the  several 
priests,  who  engaged  in  the  same  treasonable 
enterprise,  was  yet  more  surprising  than  that  of 
their  people.  No  set  of  men  could  ibe  treated 
with  more  apparent  marks  of  dislike,  and  even 
contempt,  than  these  were  by  the  French,  though 
against  the  plainest  suggestions  of  policy,  which 
recommended  attention  to  them,  both  as. having 
an  influence  over  their  flocks,  and  as  useful 
interpreters,  most  of  them,  from  their  foreign 
education,  being  able  to  speak  a  little  French.  Yet 
the  commandant  would  not  trust  to  their  inter* 
pretation:  if  he  wanted  to  know  the.truth^  he 

*  Narrative'  of  transagtions  at  Kilbla,  page  118. 
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leaited  till  he  could  see  the  bishop"*  to  interpiet 
for  him.  The  protestants  of  Killala  enjoyed, 
under  the  protection  of  the  French  oJScers,  the 
privilege  of  attehding  divine  setvice  every  Sun- 
day in  the  bishop's  palace,  commonly  called  the' 
castle.  The  cathedral  remained  shut,  and  the 
Romanists  often  threatened  to  seize  it  for  their 
own  me;  but  they  MFcre  always  restrained  by 
the  presence  of  these  officers. 

While  a  body  of  French  forces  remained  in 
Killala,  their  commslnders  were  enabled  to  afford 
effectual  protection  to  the  protestants*  But 
when  these  troops  were  summoned  dsewhere,  and 
no  Frenchman  was  left,  except  three  officers, 
Ctiarost,  Boudet,  and  Ponson,  the  prospect  was 
truly  horrible:  Yet  Providence  was  kind  beyond 
expectation^  ••  Whatever  could  be  effected  by 
*'  vigilance,  resolution,  and  conduct,  for  the 
''  safety  of  a  place  committed  to  them,  was  to  a 
"  surprising  degree  effected  for  the  district  of 
'**  Killala  by  these  three  French  officers,  with- 
**  out  the  suj^ort  of  a  single  soldier  of  their  own 
**  country^  and  that  for  the  long  space  of  twenty* 
*^  three  days^  from  the  first  of  September  to  the 
"  day  of  the  battle,''  or  recovery  of  Ki&da  by 
the  King's  army.  As  the  Romanists^  no^tfa* 
atanding  the  orders  of  the  French  officers  IRmt  that . 
purpose,  wouldaotconsentthat  protestants  8hoid4 
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have  anns  for  the  protection  of  their  houses 
against  pillagers,  another  expedient  was  adopted. 
^'The  French,  it  was  said,  had  divided  the 
^*  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Castlebar  into 
*^  districts,  appointing  over  each  a  municipal 
**  6(&ctT  with  a  guanl  at  his  command,  properly 
**  amed  for  the  public  defence ;  and  the  scheme 
**  had  there  the  desired  success.  Aprodamation 
^'  was  tf\erefore  issued  for  establbhing  a  similar 
^^  form  through  th^  canton  over  which  Charost 
^  presided.  Hie  country  was  thrown  into 
*'  departments:  A  magistrate,  to  be  elected  by 
^'  his  neighbours,  was  to  take  charge  of  each 
**  with  tiie  help  of  a  guard  of  sixteen  or  twenty 
^^  men:  arms  and  ammunition  were  to  be  distri* 
^'  buted  to  these,  under  an  express  stipnladoUt 
^  that  neither  officers  nor  men  should  be  marched 
**  out  of  their  r«pective  departments,  nor  em- 
^^  ployed  against  their  sovereign,  nor  in  any 
^^serrice  except  that  of  keeping  the  peace, 
**  The  town  of  Killalla  was  committed  to  the 
^  protection  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in 
'*  thrre  bodies,  all  to  be  observant  of  the  orders 
''  of  Mr.  James  Deritt,  the  civ3  magistrate 
''  unanimously  chosen  by  the  people,  because  he 
**  was  a  substantial  tradesman,  a  Roman  oathotic, 
^'  and  a  man  of  sense  and  moderation.  He,  l^ad 
**  under  him  two  assistants  of  his  own  religion. 
"  The  benefits,  of  this  regulation  were  feltimme- 
"  diately  in  the  tstablishmcirt  of  tolerable  order 
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*'  and  quiet,  at  least  in  and  about  the  town  ;  anid 
**  without  doubt  they  would  have  been  felt  to  a 
"  greater  extent,  if  the  French  power  had  been 
"  firmer. 

"  The  example  of  Killala  was  presently  copied 
^'  in  the  other  departments.     Magistrates  were 
"  elected,  always  Roman  catholics,  but  commonly 
**  of  the  better  sort  among  them,  persons  who 
'^  liad  no  desire  to  take  arms  against  the  British 
"  government.     Some  of  these  applied  to  the 
'^  bishop  for  his  opinion,  whether   they  should 
"  incur  the  penalties  of  treason  by  acting  under 
"  a  foreign  power,  merely  for  the  common  safety, 
**  and  under  the  conditions  stated  above.     His 
''  answer  was,  that  he  was  no  lawyer ;  but  having 
f*  always  found  the  law  of  England  to  be  coiTso- 
"  nant  to  reason,  he  would  take  upon  him  to  say^ 
^*  there  could  be  no  law  forbidding  to  do,  under 
f^  these  circumstances,  what  was  absolutely  en- 
"joined  by  the  great  law  of  self-preservation. 
'^  It  is  reported  that,,  when  the  rebellion  was  over, 
^'  several  persons  muttered  against  this  doctrine. 
^'  It  might  be  conceded,  they  said,  to  the  existing 
*^  terror,  but  it  was  not  sound,  because  it  might 
^'  be  employed  as  an  excuse^  for   a  tame  and 
*^  prompt  submission  to  any  invaders.     To  such 
**  tranquil  declaimers  on  the  merit  of  casting 
V  away  life  and  property,  in  preference  to  bowing 
"  the  head  to  a  storm,  it  is  obvious  to  reply,  that 
**  had  they  changed  situations  with  those  who 


ItllStf  R£ft£LLIOK,     *  319 

**  actually  felt  the  distress,  it  is  more,  than  pro* 
'^bable  they  M^ould  have  seen  good  reason  to 
*^  adopt  the  very  conduct,  which  in  the  fulness 
"  of  security  they  take  upon  them  to  condemn.* 
'^  To  submit  to  a  king  defacto,  and  even  to  act 
*^  by  a  commission  from  such  a  one  to  preserve 
"  the  peace  of  the  community,  provided  by  so 
"  doing  you  do  not  preclude  yourself  from  re- 
*^  turning  under  th«.  govemtnent  of  a  king  de 
^jure^  is  a  practice  sanctioned  by  tJie  authority 
**  of  our  most  equitable  English  law,"t 

This  temporary  system  of  police,  imperiously 
demanded  by  the  situation  of  affairs,  though  it 
proved  in  general  of  very  great  utility,  w^  not 
always  effectual  for  th0  prevention  of  plunder. 
The  rebel  guards  "  had  the  power  at  any  instant 
*^  to  throw  open  the  houses  to  their  companions 
"  abroad,  and  let  in  depredation  at  least,  if 
**  nothing  worse.  And  this  was  a  mischief  too 
**  that  happened  not  unfrequentfy.  At  Castle- 
**  Lacken,  Castlereagh,  and  other  houses  belong- 
'*  ing  to  protestants,  where  guards  had  been 
**  stationed,  the  soldiers  proved  traitors,  and 
''  admitted  rogues  from  without  to  plunder  the 
•^  families  they  were  sent  to  defend.  J  The  vil- 
*^  lage  of  Mulhfarragh,  a  colony  of  industrious 

*  That  the  narrator  is  right  I  have  no  doubt,  a»  I  have  found 
men  practically  cautious  of  danger  in  proportion  to  the  boldn^^s 
of  their  profettiojis. 

t  Narrative,  &€.  p.  54,  57.  X  ^^etn,  p.  58. 
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**  presbyterian  weavers  from  Ulster,  on  pretence 
'^  of  searching  for  ^ms,  was  ransackied  in  three 
''  nocturnal  invasions  of  the  rebeK  till  there  was 
**  nothing  left  in  it  worth  carrying  away ;  and 
^^  this /in  defiance  of  a  protection  under  the, 
'^hand  ofthecommandant»  obtained  for  them 
,  ^  and  their  pastor  by  the  bishop.  « The  poor 
'^  suffisren  came  in  tears  to  M.  Charost,  to  return 
**  him  a  protection  which^  bad  done  ihem  no 
**  good.  It  shocked  him  very  much.  Often 
^^  did  he  whisper  the  bishop,  that  no  considera- 
'^  tion  shouldprevailon  him  again  jl;9  trust  himself 
*'  to  such  a  liorde  of  savages  a»  the  Irjish-**  The 
<<  ravages  of"  the  rebels  were  encouraged  by  some 
/^  of  their  cbjiefs;  and  spoil  was  not.  the  sole^  or 
*^  even  principal  object  of  their  leaders,  for  they 
*^  destroyed  in  ev^ery  decent  habitation  mudi 
^*  more  than  tliey  carried  away.  Depression  of 
^'  the.industrious  and  better  sort,  the  universal 
^^  leveHbg  of  conditi6ns,  in  order  to  bring  on 
^^  the  glorious  reign  ef  equality,  such  appeared 
'^  to  be  the  wi^  of  those  who  a^ijx4  at  ail  to 
''  the-praise  of  thinking,  and  called  thecasdves 
"  repMicms :  the  mob  Jbad  no  prompters  but 
^  lust  of  pillage  and  superstition. " 

The  leaders,  whom  the  Connaught  rebels 
found  among  themselves,  were^  as  may  be  sup- 
posed from  what  has  been  said  of  their  giv^i^S 
countenance   to   depredation,    almost   witliout 

*  NanatiTe,  Sec.  p.  103. 
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exception  a  most  ignoble  set  of  men.  "  Bellew^ 
"  their  earliest  officer,  was  a  drunken  brute  to 
'*  whom  nobody  paid  obedience,  even  before  he 
**  was  turned  out  of  office  by  the  commandant* 
•*  Little  better,  either  for  talent  or  sobriety,  was 
"  0'Dow4,  a  man  of  some  estate  in  the  county, 
"  and  almost  the  only  gentleman  that  took  arms  . 
**  with  the  rebels,  for  which  he  paid  the  forfeit 
^^  of  his  life  at  Ballinamuck.  Mr.  Ricbani 
^*  Bourke  of  Ballina  had  some  military  know- 
**  ledge,  was  a  good  drill  seijeant,  firm  in  com- 
*'  bat,  and  popular;  so  that  he  might  have  done 
*^  the  harm  he  wished,  if  the  habitual  stupefao 
''  tion  of  drink  had  not  been  an  overmatch  for 
•*  his  malice,  O'Donnel  knew  nothing  of  arm% 
^'nor  was  hq  likely  to  learn  tbe  profession 
^<  quickly,  his  petulance  making  hin^  unfit  for 
**  discipline.  Yet  the  vulgar,  who  can  discern 
**  in  others  what  they  have  not  in  theinsdves, 
<'  followed  this  young  man  more  readily  tbaH 
**  any  other  who  pretended  to  lead  them,  because 
'<  they  saw  he  had.  more  sense,  more  command  of 
^'  himself,  and  more  moderation  in  the  exercise 
*'of  authority.  Even  the  loyalists  at  Killala 
'*  acknowledged  obligation  to  him  for  the  in* 
**  dustry  with  which  they  saw  him  exert  him* 
self  to  prevent  pillage,  patroling  the  st]:eet&  oa 
horseback  for  several  niights  together,  and 
withholding  both  by  thiieato  and  persuasioa 


«ff 


€1 


324  HI5T0ET   OF. THE  ' 

"  those  whom  he  found^bent  upon  mischief."* 
This  testimony  whatever  were  his  failings,  h. 
extremely  honourable  to  the  memory  of  O'Dou- 
liel,  who  had  come  from  the  cquntry  of  Erris, 
and  was  billed  in  battle  by  the  king's  troops  in 
the  retaking  of  Killala. 

The  exertiops  of  the  three  Frenchmen  and 

O'Donnel  for  the  protection  of  loyalists  were 

continually  required  more  every  day,  especially 

after  the  news  arrived  of  the  capture  of  Hum- 

ho^'s  army  at  Ballinamuck.     **  Tlie  intelligence 

^  did  not  sfsem  by  any  means  to  produce  on  the 

"  miads  of  the  rebels  the  effect  that  might  na- 

^*  turally  have  been  expected,  their  gradual  dis- 

*'  persion  and  return  to  their  own  homes.     On 

**  the  contrary,  the  resort  to  the  camp  in  the 

**  bishop's  meadows  grew  greater  every  day,  the 

"  talk  qf  vengeance  on  the  protestauts  was  louder 

**  and  more  frequent,  the  rebels  were  drilled  rt^ 

^<  gularly,  ammunition  was  demanded,  and  every 

'' preparation  made  for   an  obstinate  defence 

"  against  the  arms  of  their  sovereign.     Careless 

**  of  the  future  or  trusting  to  the  delay  which 

**  must  be  occasioned  by  the  distance  of  the 

•*king*s  ^rtny,  they  thought  of  nothing  but. 

'Vliving  merrily  as  long  as  they  might,  upon  the 

•*  property  that  lay  at  their  mercy,  and  they  did 

•*  use  their  power  of  doing  mischief  most  ter^ 

*  Narrative^  &e.  p.  127,  129. 
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•Vnbjy.''*  On  th^  I9th  of  September,  the  cla- 
mour for  imprisonment  of  the  protesjtants  as  hos- 
tages became  so  violent,  that  probably  the  fatal 
measure  would  have  been  adopted,  in  spite  of 
the  utmost  efforts  of  the  humane  an4  spirited 
officers,  if  it  had  not  been  prevented  by  a  Stra^r 
tagem  of  the  bishop.  , 

He  proposed  that  two  embassadors,  the  one  a. 
rebel  chieftain,  named  Roger  M^Guire,  the  other 
a.loyaliBt,  Dean  Thompson,  should  go  to  the 
commander  of  the  King's  forces  at  Castlebar, 
with  a  flag  of  truce ;  and  a  letter  from  himself, . 
setting  forth  to  the  commander  thesituation  of  the 
protestants  at  Killala,  and  expressing  their  hop«. 
that  nothing  would  be  done  to  the  prisoners  at 
Castlebar  which  might  provoke  reprisals  on  tl\e  • 
protestants  at  Killala,     These  ambassadors  re«* 
turned  from  their  perilous  journey  in  the  evening 
of  the  2 1st     *  *  Dean  Thompson,  though  closely 
♦*  watched  by  his  fellow  messenger,  as  long  as 
^'  the  latter  was  able  to  keep  himself  awake,  had 
^*  found  means  to  have  a  private  conference 
**  with  general  Trench/*    Doubtless  the  result 
of  this   conversation  was  a  very  polite  letter 
from  the  general  to   the    bishop,    *^  assuring^ 
**  him  that  his  prisoners  were,   and  should  be, 
*^  treated  with  all  possible  tenderness  and  hu* . 
•*  manity.    The  letter  was  publicly  read  to  the 
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^'  multitude,  and  left  in  their  hands/*  This 
caused  at  least  anjrresolution  among  the  insur- 
gents^ numbers  of  whom  had  that  day  menaced 
the  protestants,  and  their  abettors,  as  they  called 
the  French ;  and  had  declared  a  determinatiou 
of  choosing  new  leaders,  and  of  plundering  the 
town  that  very  evening,  in  spite  of  the  French 
and  of  O'Donnel.  This  irresolution  most  for- 
tunately continued,  notwithstanding  that  early 
the  next  morning  **  the  loyalists  were  desired  by 
''  the  rebels  to  come  up  with  them  to  the  hilt  on 
*•  which  the  needle-tower  is  built,  in  order  to  ba 
••  eye-witnesses  of  the  havoc  a  party  of  the  king's 
'*  army  was  making,  ^  as  it  advanced  towards 
•*  them  from  Sligo.  A  train  of  fire  too  clearly 
^^  distinguished  their  line  of  march,  flaming  up 
^^from  the  houses  of  unfortunate  peasants. 
"  *  They  are  only  a  few  cabins,*  remarked  the 
•*  bishop ;  and  he  had  scarcely  uttered  the  word^ 
*'  when  he  ftlt  the  imprudence  of  them.  '  A 
•'  poor  Plan's  cabin,*  answered  one  of  the  rebels^ 
'* '  is  to  him  as  valuable  as  a  palace.*'! 

These  insurgents,  thus  irresolute  to  kill  in  cold 
blood,  shewed  no  want  of  resolution  in  defence 
of  their  post  when  assailed  by  the  army,  as  is 
alfeady  meutioned  in  the  account  of  the  retaking 
of  Killala.  The  narrator  often  quoted  says  else- 
where^ **  to  do  them  justice^  the  peasantry  never 
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^*  appeared  to  want  animal  courage   for  they 
'^  flocked  togetlier  to  meet  danger  whenever  it 
'^  was  expected.     Had  it  pleased  Heaven  to  be 
*^  as  liberal  to  them  of  brains  as  of  htods,  it  is 
^^not  easy  to  say  to  what  length  of  mischief 
**  they  might  have  proceeded ;  but  they  were  all 
•'  along  unprovided  with  leaders  of  any  ability."* 
What  most  surprises  me  is,  that  these  peasant^ 
after  having  been  so  long  drilled  under  the  in* 
spection  of  French  officers,  should  yet  not  know 
how  to  take  aim  at  an  enemy.    In  his  account 
of  the  retaking  of  Killala,  the  narrator  8ay% 
''  we  kept  our  eyes  on  the  rebeU,  who  seemed 
^^  to  be  posted  with  so  much  advantage  behind 
**  the  stone  walls  that  lined  the  road.    They 
**  levelled  their  pieces,   fired  very  deliberately 
*^  from  each  side  on  the  advancing  enemy ;  yet^ 
'^  strange  to  tell !  were  able  only  to  kill  one 
**  man,   a  corporal,    and  wound  one  common 
"  soldier.    Their  shot  in  general  went  over  the 
"  heads  of  their  opponents.  *'t.    The  Wexfordian 
insurgents,    without   any  superintendance   of 
French  officers,  learned,  by  experience  of  com* 
bat,  in  a  shorter  tim^  to  level  their  guns  with 
more  fatal  effect. 

Beside  religious  bigotry  and  the  expectation  of 
spoil,  the  narrator  of  Killala  assigns  other  mon 
tiyes  as  inciting  the  rustics  of  his  neighbour* 

*  I^aintiye,  fto.  p.  127.     '  t  Uen,  p.  1^ 


bood  to  assume  those  arms,  of  which  they  macT^ 
so  inefFectaal  a  use.  Among  these  was  their 
eagerness  for  the  gaudy  trappings  of  the  French 
military  dress,  and  for  what  was  to  them  Ivlxvl^ 

.  lious  living ;  objects  doubtless  of  no  small  in- 
iducem'ejDt  to  men  unused  to  the  comfort  of  event 
shoes  and  stockings,  and  to  the  relish  of  animal 
food ;  such  being  the  wretched  condition  of  the 
peasantry  in  the  west  of  Ireland  !  "  It  is  a  debt 
*^  due  to  justice,  however,*'  say^  the  narrator, 
^^  to  observe,  **that  if  the  first  who  joined  the 
J"  enemy  were  enticed  by  hope  to  a  foreign 
^*  standard^  very  many  took  the  same  road  after- 
^*  wards  merely  through  fean  Great  pains  were 
**  employee!  by'  the  early  insurgents  to  frighteji 
**  their  neighbours  into  the  same  inclosure  of 
*^  peril  with  themselves^  partly  by  the  most  horrid 
'*'  menaces  in  case  of  refusal  to  join  the  common 
^'  cause,  and  partly  by  spreading  lies  of  the  pro- 
**  testants,  whom  ^they  represented  as  orange- 
, "  men,^  imiversally  bent  on  the'cxcision  of  the 
^*  catholics. 

"  When  the  united  weight  of  so  many  tempta- 

**^  tions  is  duly  estimated,  operating  besides  on  a 

'•  body  of  peasantry  already  estranged  from  their 

<  ^*  protestant  neighbours  by  difference  of  religion, 
^*  language,  and  education,  it  will  rather  be 
^  matter  of  surprise  that  so  little  mischief  was 
"  the  result  of  the  insurrection  in  Connaught, 

"  *^  ii^dthat  we  had  not  the  same  horrid  scenes  of 
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'•^  cruelty  ati4  religious  intoUerancc  to  mourn 
**  over,  as  had  lately  stamped  indelible  disgrace 
*'  on  the  eastern  province..  It  is  a  circumstance 
**  worthy  of  particular  notice,  that  during  the 
"  whole  time  of  this  civil  commotion,  hot  a  drdp^ 
*^  of  blood  was  shed  by  the  Connaught  rebels^ 
^^  except  in  the  Jield  of  war.  It  is  true,  the 
^' example  and  influence  of  the  French  went  a 
"  grcfeit  W2^y  to  prevent  sanguinary  excesses. 
"  But  it  will  not  be  deemed  fair  to  ascribe  to 
^'  this  cause  alone  the  forbearance  of  which  we 
^'  were  witnesses,  when  it  is  con^dered  what  a 
*'  range  of  country  lay  at  the  merqy  of  the  rebels 
**  for  several  [days  after  the  French  power  was 
**  known  to  be  at  an  end. 

^  These  reflections  are  oflFcred  to  the  pulblic  as 
^*  ail  apology  for  the  opinion  of  certain  persons 
**  whd  became  advocates  for  lenity,  when,  oa 
^'  the' suppression  of  the  rebellion,  the  treatment 
"^^  due  to  the  insurgents  was  the  subject  of  dis- 
*'  cussion.  Fire  and  sword  was  the  language  of 
**  gentlemen,  whose  loss  by  the  war,  though 
^'  grievous  and  highly  provoking,  wasonlythelo» 
V  of  property.  Milder  sentiments  may  reason- 
*^  ably  be  allowed  to  have  place  in  bosoms  which 
^'  haH  throbbed  with  the  apprehension  of  agreater 
*' mischief  than  spoilatiou.  Experience  had 
♦'taught  them  that  life  is  the  first  of  worldly 
^'possessions;  jin^  having  .saved:  that  blessing 
ytfaemselkesy  they  could  not  be  in  haste  i» 
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^*  ravish  it  from  others.  Indeed  where  there  had 
«<  appeared  all  along  so  few  traces  of  rancour  ia 
^^  these  poor  country  folk^  it  was  impossible  for 
<<  a  spectator  of  their  actions  not  te  pity  them 
**  for  their  very  simplicity/** 

To  account  in  sonle  degree  for  the  sm^^U 
portion  of  rancour  Jn  the  western  comparatively 

I  with  the  south-eastern  insurgents,  we  are  to 
observe,  thafc  in  the  territories  of  the  former 
those  rigorous  measures  had  not  been  practisejd^ 
which  government  l\ad  been  forced  elsewhere  to 

^  authorise  for  the  disorganization  of  the  united 

^conspiracy;  for  surely  the  free-quartering  of 
'soldiers,  the  burning  of  houses,  and  the  infliction 
of  torture  to  extort  confession,  together  with  the 
unauthorised  insulta  committed  by  mistakeo  or 

'  pretended  zealots  for  loyalty,  as  croppingSi  pitcb- 
cappings,    and    half-hangingjs,    must,   whether 

\  necessary  or  not»  whether  deserved  or  no^  .be 

*  expected  to  kindle  a  spirit  of  revenge  in .  the 
^sufTerers  an^  their  party.    The  bitter  suffering?, 

*  however,  attendant  on  rebellion^  of  which  these 
western  peasants  had  before  been  ignorant,  th^ 
were  now  by  their  folly  doomed  toexperienoe 
in  a  considerable  degree.     More  they  might 

'liave  experienced,  if  the  weather  had  permitted 
the  troops  to  keep  the  field;  but  the  winter 
approached.     '^  General  Trench  therefore  ma4^ 

«  Nsnaave,  &c.  p.  ad-W. 
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'^  haste  to  clear  the^  wild  districts  of  the  Lagg^a  ^ 
*'  and  Errisy  by  pushing  detachments  into  each, 
**  who  were  able,  to  do''  little  more  than  to  bum 
•*  anumberof  cabinis ;  for  the  people  had  too  many  . 
**  hiding  places  to  be  easily  overtaken.  Enough 
^^  however  was  effected  to  impress  upon  the  minds 
"  of  the  sufferers  a  conviction,  that  joining  with 
'*  the  enemies  of  their  country  against  their 
*<  lawful  jBovereign  was  not  a  matter  of  so  little 
*' moment,  as  they  had  ignorantly  imagined; 
"  and  probably  the  memory  of  what  they  have 
*^  now  endured  will  not  be  effaced  for  years* 
**  There  are,  I  know,'*  adds  the  candid  narrator, 

'  "  who  think  differently,  who  say  these  moun* 
*'  taineers  will  be  always  ripe  for  insurrection, 
**  and  who  urge  in  proof  the  mischief  they  have 

^  ^*,donc  very  lately  by  robbing,  and  houghing  pf 
^  cattle.  Yet  surely  our  common  nature  will 
*^  incline  us  to  make  some  concession  to  the 
*'  feelings  of  men  driven,  though  by  their 
*'  own  fault,  from  their  farms  and  their  dwelling^; 
•'  wretched  dwellings  to  be  sure,  but  to  them — 
*'  (^t  poor  fellow's  lesson  to  the  bishop  *  is 
'*  worth  remembering !)  to  them  as  valuable  as  j 

*^  to  the  grandee  his  palace.     Let  a  man  look  | 

"  round  from  the  summit  of  one  of  those  moun-  * 

**  tains  that  guard  our  island  against  the  incur* 
y  aions  of  the  Atlantic,  and  say  what  he  should 

f  See  page  334  of  tills  wodu  j 
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,    1L  think  of  passing  a  winter  among  them  without 
"  the  covering  of  a  hut/'* 

The  evils  of  civil  warfare  belong  not  exclu- 
sively to  the  vanquished:  the  victorious  party 
also  must  feel  some  portion  of  the  general  mis- 
fortune. In  his  relation  of  affairs  subsequent  to 
the  arrival  of  the  king's  troops,  the  narrator  says, 
*'  If  the  people  of  Killala  were  distressed  to  find 
*^  accommodation  for  the  multitude  of  officers 
"  that  now  poured  in  upon  them,  they  experi- 
**  enced  ,  yet  greater  inconvenience  from  the 
^*  predatory  habits  of  the  soldiery.  Thfe  regi- 
"  ments  that  came  to  tlieir  assistance,  being  all 
**  militia,  seemed  to  think  they  had  a  right  j^o 
**  take  the  property  they  had  been  the  means  of 

\  *'  preserving,  and  to  use  it  as  their  bwn^  when- 
*'  ever  they  stood  in  need  of  it  Their  rapac^jy 
*'  differed  in  no  respect  from  that  of  the  rebels, 
"  except  that  they  seized  upon  things  with  less  pf 
*'  ceremony  and  excuse,  and  that  his  majestjj's 
"  soldiers  were  incomparably  superior  to  the  Iri^h 
"traitors  in  dexterity  at  stealing.  In  coii^p- 
^  t^  qdence,  the  town  very  soon  grew  weary  of  their 
*'  guests,  and  were  glad  tp  see  theiri  march  ^ff 
*'  to  other  quarters.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  re- 
*^  giment  that  has  remained  at  Killala  ever  since, 
**  the  prince  of  Wales's  ftnsibles,  to  acknowledge 
**^that  they  always  btliavtd  themselves  with  the 

♦  Narrative,  &c.  p.  165— 168. 


IRISH   REBELLION.  331 

*'  greatest  propriety^  under  the  orders  of  those 
**  t^vo  excellent  officers,  lieutenant-colonel  Ma- 
"  cartney  and  major  IVinstanley.  Let  it  be  rp- 
**  membered  also,  to  the  honour  of  our  excellent 
**  chief  governor,  that  as  soon  as  the  country 
**  was  reduced  to  quiet,  marquis  Comwallis  sent 
^^  two  cgmmissioners  to  Killala  and  its  vicinity, 
**  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
'^  damages  done  l?y  the  king's  troops,  and  that, 
**  in  March  foUo^ng,  all  authenticated  claims 
*^  Oil  that  account  were  discharged  in  full  by  an 
**  order  op  the  national  bank."*  Doubtless  the 
truly  noble  marquis  would,  if  in  his  power,  have 

.  prevented  the  occasion  of  those  claims,  well 
knowing  that  predatory  troops,  while  they  arc 

.  noxious  to  those  whom  they  are  designed  to 
protect,  are,  at  the  same  time,  from,  that  mean- 

...ness  of  spirit  suid  want  of  substantial  discipline, 
which  indulgence  of  plunder  always  implies, 
unfit  to.  cope,  with  a  well-dia^iplined  enemy* f 
An  intelligent  officer,  cngagejl  in  the  attack  of 

.Killal^y  assured. me  that,    in  his  opinion,    our 
troops  would  have  been  repulsed,  if  the  rebels 
•had  been  supported  by  even  fifty  French  sol- 
diers ;  so  extremely  irregular  was  the  onset  of 
our  army.     After  the  battle,  a  loyalist,  in  what 

♦  Narrative,  &c.  p.  l63,  l64. 

\  Predator  ex  sociis,  et  ipsepreda  kostiumy  says  the  concise 
and  elegant  Sallust  coact rntng  a  despicable  army. 
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ire  called  coloured  clothes,  who  had  served  af 
iL  guide  to  the  Kerry  militia,  was  observed  among 
a  number  of  these  by  a  mixed  body  of  Armagh 
and  Downshire  militia.  These  immediately,  re- 
g;arding  him  as  a  rebel  because  he  Wanted  uni- 
form,,  levelled  their  guns  at  him,  swearing  that 
they  would  fire  at  him  among  the  Kerrymen, 
if  the  latter  would  not  dispatch  him ;  and  this 
they  were  obliged  to  do  to  save  themselves. 

How  far  the  foltowing  fact  may  be  regarded 
as  marking  a  defect  of  discipline,  I  leave  to  the 
reader*s  judgment.  The  narrator  of  Killala, 
after  the  mention  of  the  return  of  Arthur  Stock, 
a  son  of  the  bishop,  to  his  father's  dwelling  with 
general  Trench*s army,  says:  "  Charost  expressed 
''  as  much  joy  at  seeing  Arthur  safe,  as  if  he  had 
**  himself  been  one  of  the  family.  Yet  the  poor 
*'  commandant  had  no  reason  to  be  pleased  with 
^'  the  treatment  he  had  received  immediately  after 
**  the  action.  He  had  returned  to  the  castle  fbr 
^'  his  sabre,  and  advanced  with  it  to  the  gate  in 
''  order  to  deliver  it  up  to  some  English  officer, 
*'  when  it  was  seized  and  forced  from  his  hand 
'*  by  a  common  soldier  of  Frazer's.  He  came 
**  in,  got  another  sword,  which  he  surrendered 
'^  to  an  officer,  and  turned  to  re-enter  the  halL 
*'  At  this  moment,  a  second  Highlander  burst 
**  through  the  gate,  in  spite  of  the  sentinel 
•*  plitced  there  by  the  general,  and  fired  at  the 
*^  commandant  with  an  aim  that  was  near  prov- 


/" 
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**  ing  fata],  for  the  ball  passed  unclei- his  arm, 
*'  piercing  a  very  thick  door  entirely  through, 
**  and  lodging  in  th6  jamb.  Had  we  lost  the 
^*  worthy  man  by  such  an  accident,  his  death 
•*  would  have  spoiled  the  whole  relish  of  our  pre- 
^'  sent  enjoyment  He  complained,  and  received 
**  an  apology  for  the  soldier's  behaviour  from  his 
**  officer.  L<eave  was  immediately  granted  to 
**  the  three  French  officers  to  keep  their  swords, 
**  their  effects,  and  even  their  bed-chamber  in 
^«  the  house.*'* 

*  The  latter  part  of  the  story  is.  honourable  to 

our  officers,  and  the  sequel  is  honourable  to  the 

Irish  administration  and  the  British  government. 

The  Irish  administration  was  pleased  to  forward 

the  French  officers  immediately  "to  London, 

**  giving  them  what  money  they  Wanted  for  their* 

**  draft  on  the  commissary  of  prisoners,  Niou. 

*'  From  London  the  bishop  had  a  letter  from  the 

*^  committee  for  taking  care  of  French  prisoners, 

*'  desiring  to  be  informed  in  what  manner  he 

**  and  his  family  had  been  treated  by  the  Fretich 

**  officers ;  and  on  the  bishop's  report,  an  order 

•«  was  obtained  that  citizens  Charost,  Boudet, 

**  and  Ponson,  should  be  set  at  liberty,  and  sent 

**  home  without  exchange.     Niou,  the  French 

**  commissary,  refused  6n  the  part  of  his  govera- 

f  ^  ment  to  accept  of  this  mark  of  respect  from 
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"  our  ministry,  saying,  that  the  directory  could 
**  not  avail  themselves  of  so  polite  an  offer, 
*^  because  their  officers  at  Killala  had  only  done 
^  their  duty,  and  no  more  than  what  any  French- 
*^  man  would  have  done  in  the  same  situation. 
'*  It  will  depend,"  says  the  judicious  narrator, 
"  on  the  particular  temper  of  the  critic,  whether 
"he  shall  call  this  answer  magnanimous,  or  a 
<*  childish  gasconade."*  Whether  gasconade  or 
not,  it  was  a  recoAimendation  of  humanity  and 
politeness  to  his  countrymen;  and  to  emulate 
the  French  in  this  respect  would  be  honourable 
to  any  soldiery  or  any  people. 

Very  different  in  character,  as  has  been  hinted 
already,  from  the  French  officers,  were  the  chiefs 
of  the  rebels,  whose  trials  by  court-martial  com-» 
jncnccd  at  Killala  on  the  24th  of  September, 
The  first  persons  tried  were  Bellew  and  Richard 
fiourke,  formerly  mentioned,  who  were  found 
guilty  that  evening.  **  Contemptible  for  drunk- 
•*  enness  and  vulgar  manners,  they  fell  without 
*^  exciting  a  sentiment  of  compassion.  Roger 
"  M'Guire,"  says  the  narrator,  "  our  late  am- 
<^  bassador  to  Castlebar,  occasioned  some  delay. 
"  It  was  urged  in  his  favour,  particularly  by  deau 
"  Thompson,  that  in  their  late  journey  he  had 
*'  often  heard  him  speak  to  the  people  in  favour, 
^  of  pacific  measures  and  of  lenity  to  the  prof^ 

♦  Narrativt,  &c.  p.  157— l6l. 
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**  tcstantr.    On  the  other  hand,  general  Trench 
'^  and  his  officers  could  not  readily  forget  the 
*'  insolent  behaviour  of  this  young  fellow  at 
/'  Castlebar,  under  which  assumed  carriage  he 
*'  strove  to  conceal  his  apprehension  of  danger,, 
f  *  when  he  was  so  grievously,  and  indeed  so  in- 
i»*  considerately  threatened  by  Mr.  Dennis  Browne 
**  and  others,  on  his  •entering  the  town/*  Incon^ 
siderate  indeed  must  have  been  this  threatening, 
adapted  plainly,  though  doubtless  not  intended^ 
to  cause  the  massacre  of  the  protestants  of  Killala, 
iDicluding  the  bishop  and  his  family.     This  man, 
however,  whose  embassy  had  contributed  to  save 
the  lives  of  so  many  protestants,  was  not  put  to 
death.     He   was,    after  a   long   imprisonment, 
^*  transmitted  to  Castlebar,  where  at  last  he  re- 
•'  received  sentence  to  be  transported  to  Botany* 
«  bay."* 

-  Numbers  of  other  chiefs  and  inferior  insur^ 
gents  were  tried  and  executed  here  and  else* 
where. — Among  these,  particular  notice  and  par-* 
ticular  compassion  are  due  to  two  men,  who, 
Irishmen  by  birth,  had  been  in  the  military 
service  of  France  befctre  the  invasion,  had  come 
into  Ireland  in  the  French  fleet,  and  had,  as  well 
as*  the  best  of  the  Jprench  officers,  used  the  most 
active  exertions  to  save  the  lives  and  properties 
of  loyalists.    These  were  Bartholomew  Teeling 

*  Narrative,  &c,  p«  105,  l65. 
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and  Matthew  Tone,  whose  generous  hnmanity 
made  evident  in  their  trials,  and  steady  fortitude 
under  sentence  and  execution,  command  our 
pity,  and  for  their  personal  qualities  our  esteem. 
They  were  tried  in  Dublin  barrack,  and  executed 
— the  former  on  the  24th  of  September,  the 
latter  a  few  days  after. 

The  famous  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  captured 
m  a  French  vessel,  in  an  expedition  to  the  coast 
of  Ireland    still  more  abortive  than  that  of 
Humbert,  survived  not  long  his  brother  Matthew. 
The  little  army  of  Humbert  had  been  intended 
only  to  be  a  vanguard  of  a  much  more  formid* 
able  force,  which  was  in  a  short  time  to  follow. 
Providentially  for  the  safety  of  the  British  empire, 
the  French  administrators  were  as  tardy  in  se« 
conding  the  operations  of  Humbert,  as  the)^  had 
been  in  seconding  tliose  of  the  southern  rebels 
of  Ireland.    The  want  of  money  is  assigned  as 
the  cause  of  delay  in  the  equipment  of  the  second 
fleet,  and  in  the  interim,  before  its  appearance 
on  the  Irish  coast,  a  brig  from  France  arrived  at 
the  little  isle  of  Rutland,  near  the  north-west 
coast  of  Donegal,  on  the  I6th  of  September, 
luid  landed  its  crew ;  among  whom  was  James 
xNapper  Tandy,  formerly  mentioned  in  this  work, 
BOW  bearing  the  title  of  general  of  brigade  in 
the  French  service.    Informed  of  the  surrender 
of  Humbert's  troops,  and  unable  tQ  excite  an 
iosuqfcction  by  their  manifestoea  la  that  q^uarter^ 
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ihey  re-»embaijied,  and  abandoned  the  shores  of 
Ireland.     Tandy  was  afterwards  arrested  at  Ham- 
burgh by  some  British  agents.     In  this  action 
the  dignity  of  a  neutral  state  was  contemptuously 
violated,  and  the  influence  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia  was  solicited  and  obtained  to  intimidate 
the.Hamburghers  into  an  acquiescence  in  this 
violation,  which  exposed  them  at  the  same  time 
to  the  resentment  of  the  French  government. 
So  mighty  a  fuss  about  such  an  object,  such  a 
nM)untain  in  labour^  confirmed  many  in  an  opi« 
nion  of  a  puerHe  weakness  in  the  British  mi* 
nisters.     Tandy  was  tried  at  Liiford,   at  the 
Spring  assizes  for  1801  ;  and  pleading  guilty, 
received  his  Majesty's  pardon  on  condition  of 
emigration ;  in   consequence  of  which  he  has 
emigrated  to  France,     At  length,  at  the  end  of 
September,  sailed  the  principal  armament  from 
Brest,  consisting  of  one  ship  of  the  line  and 
eight  frigates,  having  on  board,  as  was  reported, 
four  or  five  thousand  soldiers,  and  dest'med  for 
the  coast  of  Donegal.  Descried  in  their  approach 
ttp  tb*t  coast,  on  the   11th  of  October,  by  a 
British  squadron,  under  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren, 
and  overtaken  the  next  morning,  a  desperate 
battle  commenced,  which  continued  from  half 
an  hour  after  seven  in  the  forenoon  till  eleven, 
when  the  ship  of  tlie  lin^  named  the  Hoche, 
vas  captured,  and  the  frigates  made  sail  to 
^cape.     In  a  running  fight  of  about  five  liours, 
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three  of  these  bedatne  prizes,  and  three  othcw 
afterwards  j  t\vo  only  of  the  squadron  escaping 
to  France. 

A  smaller  fleet,  destined  to  co-operate  with  the 
above,  consisting  of  the  three  frigates  ivhich 
had  beforie  come  with  Hum bert>  carrying  a  latad- 
force  of  two  thousand  men,  anchored  in  the  bay 
of  Killala  on  the  fl7th  of  October,  but  on  the 
appearance  of  some  British  ships  of  wai^  made 
sail  with  precipitation  for  France,  without  land-* 
hi^  the  troops,  and  escaped  after  a  long  chace. 
The  commanders  of  these  fbrces  had  orders  to 
send  the  bishop  of  ICillala  and  his  family  pri- 
soners to  France,  and,  if  they  should  meet  with 
opposition  in  lartding,  to  lay  the  town  in  ashes. 
The  cause  of  this  unmerited  severity  was  an  un- 
founded opinion  entertained  by  the  French  ad- 
ininistrators,  that  the  bishop  had  betrayed  the 
town  to  the  King's  tiroopsj  together  with  A  deposit 
cf  two  hundred  and  eighty  barrfels  of  gunpowder, 
partly  buried  urider  a  hot-bed  in  his^rden,  partly 
in  a  vault  in  the  haggard  under  a  corn-standi 
The  powder  could  not  be  cbticeated  from  thi* 
King^s  officers,  even  if  the  bishop  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  attempt  it ;  bUt  itt  removal  was 
anxiously  wished,  since  the  town  with  all  its 
contents  had  three  times  been  in  dahger  i[^anni^ 
hilation  by  the  approach  of  fire  to  this  leirible 
inass,  iht  shdck  of  ^rhdsfe  ex^tosi6h  liiust  have 
had  the  most  ruinous  effect. 
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On  board  tibe  Hoche,  in  the  action  with  ad- 
miral Warren,  was  found  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone, 
whose  activity  and  talents  had  contributed  to 
give  life  to  a  formidable  conspiracy,  which  re* 
ceived  a  deadly  wound  by  the  miscapriage  of  the 
French  aimament,  and  which  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  survived  his  fate.    Tried  by  a  court* 
martial  in  the  capital,  he  rested  his  defence  oa 
his  behag  a  denizen  of  France,  an  officer  in  the 
service  of  that  countiy^  and  pretended  not  to 
deny  the  icharge  against  hiin,  nor  even  to  excuse 
his  political  conduct.  Found  guilty,  h^  requested 
the  indulgence  of  being  shot  as  a  soldier,  imtead 
of  being  ignominiously  hanged  as  a  felon ;  and^ 
on  the  refusal  of  this  reqitiest,  cut  his  own  throat 
in  the  prison.  The  operation  being  incompletely 
performed,  h(^s  were  entertained  of  his  reco« 
very ;  and  on  the  next  morning  John  Philpot 
Curran,  Esq.  the  famous  barrister,  made  a  motion 
in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  his  favour,   upon  the  ground  tlmt 
*  courts-martial  have  no  jurisdiction  over  subjects 
fiot  in  military  service  while  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  is  sitting.'    After  a  full  discussion  of  the 
subject  the  plea  was  admitted ;  but,  from  the 
qondition  of  Tone,   his  removal  from  prison, 
according  to  the  writ,  was  deemed  unsafe,  and  he 
shortly  after  died  from  the  sdf-inflicted  wound* 
With  the  reduction  of  the  ravaging  bands  in 
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the  mountains  of  Wicklow,  under  Holt  and 
Hacket,  already  mentioned,  the  last  professed 
champions  in  arms  of  the  united  Conspiracy,  and 
with  the  death  of  Tone,  its  chief  original  pro- 
jector, ended  a  rebellion,  of  which  the  deep  and 
artful  scheme  demonstrated  the  ability,  but  the 
immediate  consequences,  the  ignorance  of  its 
authors  with  respect  to  the  instruments  which 
they  were  obliged  to  employ.  Sipcc  from  ex- 
perience of  this  event  civil  wars  in  any  part  of 
Ireland,  except  some  northern  counties,  must, 
from  whatsoever  causes  excited,  be  justly  ex- 
pected to  assume  a  religious  complexion  of  the 
most  bloody  hue.  Irish  protestants  ought  to  be 
convinced  that  the  political  separation  of  their 
country  from  Britain  by  a  popular  insurrection 
must  involve  their  extinction,  and  that  conse- 
quently an  infrangibly  determined  adherence  to 
their  British  connexion  is  necessary  for  their 
safety.  Some  extraordinary  circumstances,  we 
must  allow,  restrained  the  insurgents  of  Con- 
naught  from  proceeding  to  religious  murder; 
but  doubtless,  if  they  had  continued  much  longer 
in  power,  agitators  like  Dixon  of  Wexford 
urould  have  pained  an  ascendency,  and  scenes  of 
blood  >vould  have  succeeded  those  of  devastation. 
Unhappily  for  themselves  and  their  country, 
so  inveterately  rooted  are  the  prejudices  of  re* 
ligious*  an|:ipathy  in  the  minds  of  the  lower 
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classes  of  Irish  Romanists,  that  in  any  civil  war, 
however  originating  from  causes  unconnected 
with  religion,  not  all  the  efforts  of  their  gentry, 
or  even  priests,  to  the  contrary,  could,  if  I  am 
not  exceedingly  mistaken,  restrain  them  from 
converting  it  into  a  religious  quarrel.  This  ge- 
neration at  least  must  pass  away  before  the  re- 
ligious hatred,  and  notions  of  exclusive  right  to 
divine  favour,  deeply  imbibed  from  the  clergy 
of  older  times,  could  be  removed,  or  in  civil 
commotions  be  effectually  resttained,  by  the 
clergy  of  the  present  time,  supposing  their  wishes 
and  efforts  the  most  earnest  and  liberal.  I  shall 
quote  from  the  judicious  narrator  of  Killala  what 
he  has  said  concerning  the  Romish  clergy  of 
Ireland,  since  he  has  expressed  my  ideas  on  the 
subject  better  than  I  myself  could.    : 

*'  Wliat  powerful  motive  could  prevail  on  this 
^^  order  of  men  to  lend  their  hearts  and  hands  to 
**  a  revolution,  which  so  manifestly  threatened  to 
"  overwhelm  their  oifrn  credit  and  consequence, 
'^'supposing  even  that  they  were  indifferent  to 
"  the  fate  of  that  religion  of  which  they  pro- 
*•  fessed  themselves  to  be  the  consecrated  'mi- 
**  nifiters  ?  I  will  tell  the  reader  what  I  conceive 
"  to  be  the  true  key  to  this  mystery,  if  I  may 
'^  have  his  pardon  for  the  digression.  . 
.  *•  The  almost  total  "dependence  of  the  clergy 
''  of  Ireland  upon  their  people  for  theineans  of 
y  subsistence,  is  the  cause^  accordmg  to  my  be^ 
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"judgment,  why  upoa  every  popular  commotioii 
^^  many  priests  of  that  communion  have  been, 
''  and  until  measures  of  better  policy  are  adopted, 
**  always  will  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  sedition 
'^  and  opposition  to  the  established  government. 
^'  The  peasant  will  lave  a  reoolution  because  Ae 
^* feels  the  weight  of  poverty^  and  has  not  often 
*'  the  sense  to  perceive  that  a  change  of  masters 
**  may  render  it  header.  The  priest  must  follow 
*'  the  impulse  of  the  popular  wave,  or  be  left 
"  behind  on  the  beach  to  perish.  There  was  a 
**time  indeed,  when  superstition  was  of  force  to 
"  uphold  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the  church 
^*  of  Rome,  even  where  convulsions  shook  to 
•*  pieces  the  fabric  of  civil  government.  But 
^^  the  reign  of  superstition  is  either  past  or 
«'  passing :  at  least,  if  it  holds  the  mind  of  the 
*'  believer,  it  is  not  by  many  degrees  so  effectual 
**  as  formerly  to  open  his  purse.  Holy  oil,  and 
'*  indulgences,  and  absolutions,  have  fallen  much 
*'  in  their  price ;  confessions  are,  comparatively 
"  speakitig,  unproductive ;  and  even  the  goldeii 
**  mine  of  purgatory  seems  to  be  running  to  X 
^'thread.  Voluntary  contribution,  the  main 
"  resourse  of  the  priest,  must  depend  on  his  po- 
**  pularity.  '  Live  with  me,  and  live  as  I  do. 
**  Oppress  me  not  with  superior  learning  or  re- 
^'  finement  Take  thankfully  what  I  choos^  Uy 
**  to  give  you,  and  earn  it  by  compliance  with 
.5f  my  poUtioal  creed  and  c<Hxduct/    Such^  wheA 
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**  justly  translated,  is  the  language  of  the  Irish 
."  cottager  to  his  priest,  ^t  is  language  which 
•^  will  be  listened  to  in  proportion  to  the  exigency 
^<  of  the  cfi^se.  A  sturdy  moralist  will  do  his 
«*  duty  in  despite  of  penury.  Admirable,  and 
**  not  to  be  looked  for  among  the  common  herd 
«f  of  mankind,  is  the  virtue  x^^hich  can  withstand 
f/i  the  menace  of  absolute  want  of  bread.r-The 
^'  remedy  for  this  defect,  in  the  present  political 
'<  system  of  Ireland,  should  seem  to  be  as  easy  as 
*'  it  is  obvious.  But  it  is  not  for  a  private  ia- 
<*  dividual  to  suggest  to  our  enlightened  legislar 
*^  ture  either  tbe  time  or  the  measure  in  which 
^*  such  a  remedy  ought  to  be  applied."^ 

Though  I  think  that  the  influence  of  the 
Homish  clergy  in  Ireland  is  at  presqit  insufficient 
either  to  prevent  or  excite  a  rebellion  of  any 
moment,  yet  I  rejoice  to  find  tliat  government 
intends,  by  the  provision  of  a  decent  mainte- 
nance^ to  render  this  order  of  men  independent 
of  the  laity,  since  this  must  augment  in  their 
own  eyes,  and  those  of  others,  the  respectaUIity 
pf  their  station,  and  may  incline  them  to  con- 
tribute, by  the  adoption  of  a  tnore  liberal  plan 
of  conduct,  to  the  removal  of  those  unchristian 
sentiments  pf  religious  intolerance,  and  diose 
blind  attachments  in  their  followers  to  foreign 
powers  in  preference  to  the  British  governments 

^  VmBldYB,  ice*  p.  09,  lOOi 
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to  which  sources  are  in  great  measure  to  be  at^ 
tributed  the  poverty  and  misery  of  their  countiy. 
Of  the  miseries  occasioned  to  Irish  Romanists 
by  these  causes,  a  hideous  catalogue  might  be 
easily  collected  from  the  authentic  records  of 
this  island. 

Relying  on  the  protection  of  the  pope  and  of 
Spain,  great  numbers  rose  in  arms  against  the 
government  of  Elizabeth,  and  long  maintained 
a  war  against  that  princess,  till  reduced  in 
strength  and  numbers  by  unutterable  calamities, 
the  consequences  of  the  war,  or,  as  Sir  John 
Davis  has  expressed  it,  ^'  brayed,  as  it  wer^  in 
*^  a  mortar,  with  sword,  famine,  and  pestilence 
•'together,"  the  miserable  remnant  fell  an  un* 
resisting  prey  to  the  conquerors,  notwithstand- 
ing Spanish  and  Italian  succours.  The  ghastly 
forms  of  death  by  which  many  thousands  pe- 
rished, and  great  part  of  the  country  was  wasted^ 
would  furnish  mournful  matter  for  many  pages. 
"  No'spectacle,"  says  Morrisson,  in  his  history  of 
Ireland,  ^^  was  more  frequent  in  the  ditches  of 
**  towns,  and  -especially  in  wasted  countries^ 
*'  than  to  see  multitudes  of  these  poor  people 
^'  dead,  with  their  mouths  all  coloured  green  by 
•'  eating  nettles,  docks,  and  all  thii^gs  they  could 
**  rend  Up  above  ground. "  Many  to  appease  the 
rage  of  hunger  devoured  human  carcases,  of 
which  a  horrid  instance  was  witnessed  by  Sir 
Arthur  Chicbestert  Sir  Richard  Morrisson,  and 
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•ther  officers  of  the  queen's  troops,  who  beheld 
three  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  not  above 
ten  years  of  age,  in  the  act  of  eating  the  flesh 
of  their  deceased  motlier !  with  circumstances 
too  shocking  for  a  particular  statement  here."* 
A  like  desolation,  with  scenes  of  death  by 
plague  and  outrageous  famine,  followed  in  its 
course  the  rebellion  of  1641.  **  About  the  year 
^'  1652  and  1653,"  says  an  author,  who  was  an 
ocular  witness  of.  the  state  of  things,  ^' the 
"  plague  and  famine  had  so  s>vept  away  whole 
•*  counties,  that  a  man  might  travel  twenty  or 
'^  thirty  miles,  and  not  see  a  living  creature. 
<<  Our  soldiers  would  tell  stories  of  the  places 
"where  they  saw  a  smoke;  it  was  rare  to  see 
"  either  smoke  by  day,  or  fire  or  candle  by 
**  night ;  and  when  we  did  meet  with  two  or 
"  three  poor  cabins,  none  but  very  aged  men, 
"  and  women  and  children  (and  these  with  the 
♦*  prophet  might  have  complained,  *  we  are  be- 
*^  come  as  a  bottle  in  the  smoke,  our  skin  is 
<^  black  like  an  oven,  because  of  the  terrible  fa« 
''  mine')  were  found  in  them.  I  have  seen  those 
'<  miserable  creatures  plucking  stinking  carrion 
'<  out  of  a  ditch,  black  and  rotten ;  and  have 
'^been  credibly  informed  that  they  digged 
"corpses  out  of  the  grave  to  eat."  He  then 
informs  us  of  an  officer,  who  with  a  party  of 

*  MoixiiioA*i  Ustoiy  of  Iieltmd,  p,  271.  folio, 
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men  found  in  the  night  a  ruined  oabin,  **  where 
**  they  saw  a  great  fire  of  wood,  and  a  company 
"  of  miserable  old  women  and  children*  sitting 
"  round  about  it,  and  betwixt  them  and  the  fire 
^*  a  dead  corpse  lay  broiling,  which  as  the  fire 
«*  roasted  they  cut  ofi^  collops  and  eat''* 

Similar  scenes  of  desolation  and  famine  would 
have  doubtless  followed  the  rebellion  of  1798,  if 
by  a  concurrtoce  of  lucky  incidents  its  extien- 
sion  and  continuance  had  not  been  prevehtccL 
At  this  prevention  the  Romanists  of  Irel&ind 
would  surely  rejoice,  if  matters  were  by  theni 
.  viewed  in  a  clear  and  pure  light     Supposing  the 
insurrection  completely  successful  in  Leinster, 
Munster,   and  Connaught,  how  formidable  ati 
opposition  was  to  be  expected  from  the  pro^ 
testants  of  Ulster,  aided  by  British  forces,  when 
the  war  was  once  known  to  be  decidedly  re^ 
ligious?    Happily  intelligence  of  the  religious 
insanity  exhibited  by  the  southerns  was  received 
soon  enough  in  the  north  to  prevent  commotion^ 
of  any  moment  in  favour  of  rebellion  in  that 
quarter.     Supposing  all  Ireland  reduce^  undelr 
the  pow9v  of  the  insurgents,  the  Brttisli  forces 
expelled,  and  the  protestants  exterminated  by 
death  or  ^xite,  was  no  discord  with  probability 
to  be  expected  amofng  the  %*arious  iMKlies  of  in- 
surgents,' which  might  favour  thft  return  and 

*  Col.  L^vmpe'i  Interest  of  Irdand,  psrt  ii.  psgeSff,  8/. 
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successful  progress  of  British  ^a^nies  ?  The  very 
high  probability  of  such  discord  is  evinced  by 
experietxce  in  the  events  of  times  past,  in  the 
civil  wars  of  tins  unhappily  often  distracted 
country. 

Thus  when  O'Nial,  earl  of  Tyrone,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  flushed  with  temporary 
success,  conceived  strong  hopes  of  being  able 
to  effectuate  a  separation  of  Ireland  from  the 
English  dominion,  he  and  his  followers  were 
unable  to  conceal  the  •design  which  they  en- 
tertained, of  exterminating  all  in  this  kingdom 
of  English  race,  not  excepting  Romanists — not 
even  those  who  were  fighting  under  his  owa 
banners  against  the  protestant  government 
What  discord  must  not  such  a  spirit  produce  if 
the  terror  of  the  queen's  aims  had  once  bten^ 
completely,  or  even  nearly  removed  ?  The  same 
spirit  revived  with  such  force  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  when  the  expectations  of  the  Irish 
Romanists  ran  high  in  the  prevalence  of  their 
power,  that  their  armies  were  ready  to  tttm  their 
awords  one  against  another,  notwithstanding  that 
the  issue  of  their  contest  with  the  protestant 
party  was  still  uncertain.  ^^  The  insolence  of 
"  the  followers  of  Owen  O'Nial,"  says  an  au- 
thentic histbdah,  ^^  who  could  not  conceal  the 
"  thepride  and  prejudices  of  their  ancient  descent, 
"  and  claimed  %he  whole  island  as  the  property 
t'  of  the  old  Irish,  filled  the  confederates  with 
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"  fears  and  discontents.  Those  of  Leinster,  and 
^*  all  the  catholics  of  English  rac^  dreaded  ex- 
•*  tirpation  froni  these  savages.  So  that  the  body 
"  of  Irish  insurgents,  who  had  given  such  con- 
•^'sequence  and  such  dignity  to  their  oiiginal 
*^  conspiracy,  who  had  extorted  the  most  abject 
'^  condescensions  from  the  king,  and  prescribed 
*^  law  to  his  lieutenant,  was  now  on  the  point 
^^  of  breaking  into  virulent  factions,  and  de- 
"  daring  desperate  war  against  each  other."* 

The  distinction  indeed  between  Irish  of  abo* 
riginal  and  English  descent  is,  from  the  blending 
of  the  races,  long  since  lost,  as  Dr.  Duigcnan, 
in  his  most  excellent  pamphlet  already  noticed, 
has  observed^  and  as  I  also  have  observed  in 
anotlier  work  :t  but  would  not  other  causes  of 
jealousy  and  dissension  have  arisen,  and  encreased 
with  tlie  prospect  of  success,  among  rival  chiefs 
and  rival  armies,  ivhen,  even  in  the  recent  in- 
surrection, a  private  enmity  between  two  chiefs 
of  the  Wexfordian  insurgents  prevented  the 
seizure  of  Ross,  and  a  most  dangerous  exten- 
sion of  the  rebellion  to  the  counties  of  Water- 
ford  and  Kilkenny  ?!  Supposing  a  most  im- 
probable  continuance  of  concord,  together  with 

*  Leiand's  history  of  beland,  .book  v.  chap.  7m   Abo  l)ook  v* 
chap.  3.    Also  Carte's  Onnoad,  vol.  i.  p.  589* 

t  Gordon's  Terraquea^  vol.  iii.  p.  322,  323. . 

t  See  page  Ul  of  this  work. 
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a  complete  expulsion  of  the  British  powcrj  what 
rueful  havoc  might  be  expected  from  British  ar- 
maments, hovering  round  the  coa^t,  and  seizing 
every  favourable  opportunity  of  descent  ?  The 
maritime  towns  might  be  laid  in  rubbiah  ;  and 
armies,  occasionally  debarking  in  various  parts 
of  the  blockaded  island,  might  carry  deviistation 
far  into  the  country,  and  re-embark,  before  suf- 
ficient bodies  of  troops  could  be  collected  at  the 
necessary  points  to  attack  them  with  effect. 
After  disease  and  famine  should  so  desolate  the 
land  that  another  Sir  William  Petty  might 
calculate  its  population  at  eleven  hundred  thou- 
sand, the  government  of  France,  in  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  that  of  Britain,  would  probably,  if 
even  French  armies  were  in  possession  of  the 
country,  relinquish  Ireland  for  the  restitution  of 
the  French  settlements  In  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  and  other  valuable  considerations*  Thus 
might  the  remnant  of  those  Irish,  who  Had  given 
cause  for  the  desolation  of  their  country,  in  their 
attempts  to  accomplish  its  political  separation 
from  Britain,  be  reduced  to  the  alternative  of 
emigrating  with  the  French  troops,  or  of  re- 
maining exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  British 
government  at  home. 

In  May  1798,  a  little  before  the  eruption  of 
the  rebellion,  I  wrote  an  Address  to  the  Men  of 
Ireland^  calculated  to  thebestof  my  knowledge, 
to  dissuade  the  United  Irish  from  the  pursuit  of 
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fiotous  conviviality.     One  good  con^ueac^ 
however,  of  their  assembling  in  towns  was  the 
promotion  of  matrimony.     Young  people  of  the 
two  sexes  being  brought  together,  who  might 
otherwise  have  reinained  unacquainted  one  with 
another,  an  extraordinary;  number  of  marriages 
took  place,  as  if  Providence  intended  thus  to 
repair  the  waste  of  civil  war. 
'    A  consequence  of  immensely  greater  and  more 
general  importance  resulted  from  the  experience 
of  misery  in  our  civil  distractions,  and  a  sense. 
of  the  danger  which  we  providentially  escaped, 
of  still  far  greater  misery ;  a  consequence,  I  sin* 
cerely  hope,  of  such  utility  as  may  prove  well 
worth  its  purchase  by  all  tbe  calamities  which 
our  island  has  sufi^red  by  a  short-lived  and  local 
rebellion.     A  legislative  union  of  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  a  political  incorporation  of , the  two 
kingdoms  into  one,  an  incorporation  which  might 
remove  the  baneful  jealousies  arising  from  na«> 
tional  distinptness,  the  danger  of  a  fatal  rup* 
ture  of  the  political  connexion  of  the  two  islands^ 
and  the  great  inconvenience  of  a  system  of  two 
distinct  legislatures  nominally  independent  each 
of  the  other,  but  one  of  them  practically  in  sub- 
jection to  the  other,   had  long  been  wished  by 
some  reflecting  men  among  the  Irish,  "who  pre- 
,  ferred  the  substantial  interests  of  Ireland,  and 
of  the  British  empire  in  general,  to  the  gratifi* 
cation  of  strangely  mistaken  national  prld^  and 
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petty  persoaal  and  local  advantages.  But  so 
odious  .was  the  measure  to  multitudes,  whose 
pride  or  private  interest,  teal  or  imaginary,  was 
engaged,  that  it  could  not  with  the  smallest 
piobal^hty  of  success  be  proposed,  until  pre* 
judice  was  in  some  degree  overcome  by  the  ca- 
lamities and  dangers  df  the  rebellion!  The  con- 
sideration of  the  important  subject  was  recom** 
meiidM  by  his  majesty  to  the  British  and  Irish 
parliaments  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1799, 
and  in  order  to  give  ample  time  for  reflection, 
the  actual  proposal  of  the  question  was  deferred 
to  the  following  year,  the  last  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  when  it  passed  into  a  law  with  (in  the 
Irish  house)  a  furious  but  feeble  opposition. 

Partial  inconveniences  must  doubtless  arise 
from  so  great  a  change  in  the  state  of  Ireland. 
Even  in  my  own  order,  we  must  expect  more 
Qumerdus  instances  than  ever  of  the  preference 
of  Englishmen  to  natives  of  superior  merit,  in, 
the  disposal  of  ecclesiastical  benefices.  Though 
I  should  heartily  wish  the  matter  otherwise,  yet 
1 4)ught  not^  by  such  a  consideration,  to  be  in 
the  least  influenced  against  a  measure,  which, 
by  a  C(Hicentration  of  all  the  legislative  powers 
oC  the  British  empire,  promises  concord,  strength, 
and  stability  to  the  whole.  When,  by  the  natural 
course  of  events,  the  great  continental  powers 
of  Europe  are  gTOwing  into  enormous  magnitude 
by  the  absorption  of  the  weaker  states,  whait  havt 

A  a 
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the  British  islands  to  preserve  their  independeoot; 
but  their  aqueous  barriers,  firm  union  at  home; 
and  a  wholesome  system  of  government^  pro* 
motive  particularly  of  agriculture,  the  great 
source  of  national  wealth  for  the  maintenance  o£- 
fliets  and  armies  ? 

Much  work  indeed  is  left  for  the  imperial  pai* 
liament,  to  attach  the  mass  of  the  Irish  peasantry 
to  the  constitution.  This  cannot  be  ejected  so 
long  as  the  peasants  are  physically  miserable.  Iq 
my  humble  opinion,  those  taxes  ought  to  be 
abolished  which  fall  heavily  on  this  description 
of  men.  Since  the  rents  of  lands,  which  are  in 
general  dreadfully  severe  on  the  Irish  peasants, 
cannot  be  limited  by  law,  long  tenures  ought  to 
be  enacted,  which  might  encourage  them  to  im- 
prove their  grounds,  so  as  to  rise  into  a  more 
comfortable  condition,  and  augment  at  the  same 
time  the  national  riches.  I  should  also  wish  a 
taAr  and  equitable  commutation  of  tithes^  or  such 
modification  of  them  as  would  relieve  the  in* 
dustrious  cultivator,  by  obliging  the  lasy  grazier, 
and  the  idle  esquire,  to  bear  a  just  proportion  of 
tlie  burthen..  These  hints  may  appear  presump- 
tuous from  an  obscure  individual ;  but  I  conceive 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  writer,  who  on  reflec- 
tion is  strongly  biassed  in  favour  of.  the  utility 
of  a  measure  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  to 
give  his  opinion  freely  to  the  public.  That  some 
defects  must  have  existed  in  the  system  might. 
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I  should  think,  appear  from  the  disturbances 
which  have  had  place  at  several  times  among  the 
peasants  of  Ireland ;  as  the  open,  yet  almost 
bloodless  insurrection  of  men  stiling  themselves 
Mearts  of  Oaky  in  the  year  1763,  in  the  counties 
of  Armagh,  Tyrone,  and  Derry — men  of  all 
sects  of  religion  indiscriminately;  the  more 
bloody  insurrection  of  the  Hearts  of  Steel,  tea 
-years  afterwards,  in  the  counties  of  Antrim  iind 
Derry,  mostly  protestants,  irritated  to  violence 
by  exactions  of  rents  and  fines  of  leases  on  the 
«tate  of  the  earl  of  Donegal ;  and  the  nocturnal 
outrages  committed  many  years  in  the  south  by 
the  fVkitebaySj  particularly  in  the  counties  of 
Tipperary  and  Kilkenny.  Neither  is  emigratioa 
to  America,  from  an  island  which  could  easily 
maintain  double  the  number  of  its  present  inha- 
bitants  by  a  due  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
its  lands,  a  very  favourable  symptom.  What 
tevemie  might  Ireland  contribute  for  the  support 
of  the  British  power  under  proper  encourage- 
ments of  industry,  when  under  many  discourage- 
ments her  annual  revenue  to  the  crown  has  risen 
from  less  than  ten  thousand  pounds,  in  the 
fourteenth  century,*  to  near  six  millions,  or  six 
hundred  fold,  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth? 

One  of  the  happiest  consequences  reasonably 
expected  to  arise,  in  course  of  time,  from  the 

^  Leland's  history  of  Ireland,  book  lu  dap.  £• 
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abolition  of  our  national  distinctness,  the  re* 
moval  of  our  local  parliament,  and  its  incorpo* 
ration  A^ith  that  of  Britain,  is  the  subsidence  of 
that  rancoroub  spirit  of  religious  animosity, 
which  has  been  the  parent  of  so  much  mischief 
to  this  island.  We  hope,  as  the  measure  cannot 
now  be  attended  with  any  danger,  to  see  shortly 
so  completean  emancipation  of  the  catholics,  that 
modes  of  metaphysical  credence  shall  no  longer 
be  a  barrier  against  political  capacity  and  civil 
right  This  subject  is  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion in  the  imperial  parliament,  where,  doubtless, 
as  in  a  truly  protestant  assembly,  the  question 
will  be  decided  in  the  spirit  of  liberality,  justice, 
and  true  policy  ;  over-ruhng  by  an  august  deter- 
mination the  ominous  croakings  of  little  bigots ; 
men,  who,  to  retain  a  monopoly  of  power,  scru- 
pled not,  in  the  public  legislature,  to  traduce 
the  conduct  and  character  of  their  countiymen.* 
Such  a  measure  would  most  powerfully  tend  to 
the  gradual  extinction  of  religious  animosity 
and  local  faction :  but  so  violently  are  the  minds 
of  men  prejudiced  at  present  by  the  rage  of  civil 
and  religious  dissension,  that  a  candid  narration  , 

•  A  returning  spirit  of  regulated  liberty  has  already,  not- 
withstanding the  spasmodic  struggles  ot  a  dark  and  inveterate 
faction,  ejected  from  the  representation  of  his  country  a  man, 
who,  at  a  distance  from  detection^  in  his  capacity  of  imperial 
senator,  uttered  without  shame  what  he  well  knew  to  be  con* 
trary  to  th«  truth*  '     /    *     * 
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of  Irish  affairs  for  some  years  past  must  inevit- 
ably give  offence  to  every  party^  and  the  narrator, 
in  the  worcjis  of  no  mean  historian,  "  must  be 
V  armed  against  censure  only  by  an  integrity 
*^  which  confines  him  to  truth,  and  a  literary' 
**  courage  which  despises  every  charge  but  that 
•^  of  wilful  OP  careless  misreprfesentation/'*  Td 
this  little  work  I  must  expect  contradictory  ob- 
jections far  more  acrimonious  than  those  which 
have  been  made  to  my  former,  composed  on  a 
subject  little  interesting  to  the  passions  of  ad^- 
verse  factions — Terraquea,  or  a  System  of  Geo-' 
graphy  and  Modern  History. 

To  the  Terraquea  some  wise  heads  have  ob- 
jected,   that    it  is   a  compilation  from  other 
writers,  as  truly  it  is  from  some  hundreds.     I 
am  sorry  that  the  same  objection  inevitably  lies 
against  this  little   history  also,   the  sphere  of 
which  is  so  extremely  narrow  in  comparison  of 
that  of  the  othpr.     Since  unfortunately  I  could 
find  no  supernatural  means    of  either    being 
.  present  in   all   the  scenes  of  action,    nor  of 
having  those  actions  revealed  to  me  by  spirit 
tual  vision  or  otherwise,   I  was.  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to   the  vulgar  mode  of  compilation ; 
and  have  accordingly  compiled  from  such  oral, 
manuscript,  and  even  printed,  information,  as  \ 
coiild  procure  on  the  subject     To  discern  and 

*  Lelan4's  history  of  Ireland,  prelrdiscoune,  p.  3« 
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select/ the  true  state  of  facts  from  these  msu 
terial$»  was  not  found  void  of  difficulty.  In  ten 
or  twelve  accounts  of  the  same  action,  I  have 
found  no  two  to  agree,  except  in  a  few  points ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  even  contradictory 
affidavits  might  be  procured  in  lamentable  plenty: 
But  how  far  soever  objectors  may  contradictone 
another  with  srespect  to  my  statement  of  facts^' 
they  will  probably  all  agree  with  respect  to  my 
stile.  That  of  the  Terraquea  has  by  some  been 
pronounced  too  high  for  the  subject ;  by  others 
too  low  and  jejune.  Which  of  the  two  sorts  of 
objectors  has  judged  rightly  in  this  case,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  determine;  but  I  am  much  inclined 
to  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who  said,  that  of 
the  two  he  thought  the  former  less  actuated  by 
•nvy  or  malignity  than  the  latter.  In  the  stile 
>6f  this  local  history,  I  feel  myself  perfectly  se* 
cure  from  the  former  species  of  critics,  as  its 
^  humility  is  unquestionable.  Serf  it  humi,  tutus 
pimium  timAisque  protdke. 

In  my  statement  of  facts  I  shall  be  accused  as 
^  favourer  of  loyalists  and  rcbelsj  of  orangemen 
and  croppies,  of  heretics  and  papists;  and  I  must 
acknowledge,  not  without  some  justice,  as  I  love 
my  countrymen  of  every  sect  atid  party,  and 
most  heartily  wish  them  to  act  in  a  manner  the 
most  conducive  to  their  own  happiness,  to  cul- 
tivate Christian  charity  z\\A  fiiendship  among 
themselves,  and  ^yitb  the  inhabitants  of  their 
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greftt  sttter  island,  tlieir  ftllow*subjects  and  na^ 
ttiral  associates. 

JfVhatever  may  have  been  tny  feelings  for  the 
suiltn-ings  of  others,  I  hope  they  have  no  where 
caused  me  to. swerve  from  the  line  of  truth. 
With  respect  to  myself  they  ought  not  to  be 
very  acute,  as  I  sustained  no  other  loss,  I  fer^ 
vently  thank  God,  than  that  of  property.  Though 
my  three  youngest  children  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  rebels,  they  received  no  injury  ;  and 
though  my  two  eldest  sons  were  engaged  as 
yeomen  against  the  Wexfordian  rebels  in  seveiml 
most  dangerous  conflicts,  they  escaped  without 
a  wound.  One  part,  indeed,  of  my  loss  of  pro- 
perty was  grievous — books,  which  I  cannot  for 
a  time  replace,  necessary  for  the  finishing  of  my 
historico-geographical  work  ;  -and  manuscripts 
which  neyer  can  be  replaced,  particularly  that 
of  a  history  of  the  British  islands,  which  I  had 
carried  near  its  conclusion,  and  in  which  I  had 
paid  extraordinary  attention  to  stile  andarrange- 
ment.«<*But,  though  I  am  not  sensible  of  mis- 
representation through  resentment  or  prejudice^ 
and  have  stated  the  ^facts  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment,  yet  many  involuntary  errors  may  be 
found  in  the  foregoing  pages;  and  to  any 
persons  who  shall  have  convincingly  corrected 
tHem,  whether  in  a  decorous  or  acrimonious 
panner,  I  shall  acknowledge  my  obligation ; 
lbi)t  of  unfounded  censure,  or  declamatory  non- 
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^nse,  I  hope  I  shall  not  so  debase  mysdf  as  to 
take  any  notice;  but  treat  its  authon,  as  I 
would,  in  similar  circumstances^  the  loquacious 
females  of  the  fish-market,  with  a  contemptuous 
silence. 
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summons  to  the  co|fmand£r  of  th£  gar- 
rison of  ross. 

Sir, 

As  a  friend  to  humanity,  I  request  yoii 
will  surrender  the  town  of  Ross  to  the  Wexford 
forces,  now  assembled  against  that  town.  Your 
resistance  will  but  provoke  rapine  and  plunder  to 
the  ruin  of  the  most  innocent  Flushed  with 
victory,  the  Wexford  forces,  now  innumerable 
and  irresistible,  will  not  be  controuled  if  they 
meet  with  resistance.  To  prevent,  therefore,  the 
total,  ruin  of  all  property  in  the  town,  I  urge 
you  to  a  speedy  surrender,  which  you  will  be 
forced  to  in  a  few  hours,  with  loss  and  bloodshed^ 
as  you  are  surrounded  on  all  sides.  Your  answer 
is  required  in  four  hours.  Mr.  Furlong  carries 
this  letter,  and  will  bring  the  answer, 
I  am,  Sir, 

B.  B,  HARVEY, 
Camp  at  CorfMt-hill,  half       General,  commanding,  &c«  &c. 

past  three  o'clock,  mom* 

ing,  June  5,  I798. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS  ISSUED  IN  CONSEQUENeE 
or  THE  DEFEAT  AT  ROSS,  AND  THE  MASSA- 
CRE AT  SCULLABOGUE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  general  and  several  officers 
of  the  united  army  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, the  following  resolutions  were  agreed 
upon : 

Resolved,  that  fhe  commander-in-chief  shall 
send  guards  to  certain  baronies,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  in  all  men  they  shall  find  loitering 
and  delaying  at  home,  or  elsewhere  ;  and  if  any 
re&istance  be  given  to  those  guards,  so  to  be  sent 
by  the  commanding  officers  orders,  it  is  our 
desire  and  orders,  that  such  persons  so  giving 
resistance  shall  be  liable  to  be  put  to  death  by  tho 
guards,  who  are  to  bear  a  commission  for  that 
purpose ;  and  all  such  persons  found  to  be  so 
loitering  and  delaying  at  home,  when  brought 
in  by  the  guards,  shall  be  tried  by  a  court* 
martial,  aj^ointed  and  chosen  from  among  the 
commanders  of  all  the  different  corps,  and  be 
punished  with  death. 

Keaolved,  that  all  officers  shall  immediately 
repair  to  their  respective  quarters,  and  remain 
with  their  different  corps,  and  not  to  depart 
therefrom  "under  pain  of  death,  unless  authorised 
to  quit  by  written  orders  from  the  commander- 
in-chief  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  also  ordered,  that  a  guard  shall  be  kept 


ill  the  rear  of  the  different  armies,  vith  orders 
to  shoot  all  persons  who  shall  fly  or  desert  from 
any  engagement ;  and  that  these  orders  shall  be 
taken  notice  of  by  all  officers  commanding  such 
engagement 
^  All  men  refusing  to  obey  their  superior  officers, 
to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  punished  ac« 
cording  to  their^entence. 
*  It  is  also  ordered,  that  all  men  who  shall  at* 
tempt  to  leave  their  respective  quarters  yfhok 
they  have  been  halted  by  the  commander-in- 
chief,  shall  suffer  death,  imless  th^  shall  have 
leave  from  their  officers  for  so  doing. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  commander-in-chief,  that 
all  persons  who  have  stolen  or  taken  away  any 
horse  or  horses,  shall  immediately  bring  in  all 
such  horses  to  the  camp,  at  head  quarters;  other- 
wise '  for  any  horse  that  shall  be  seen  or  found 
in  the;  possession  of  any  person  to  whom  hedoet 
not  belong,  that  person  shall^  on  being  con« 
victed  thereof,  suffer  death  ..\ 

And  any  goods  that  shall  have  been  plnn* 
dered  fh)m  any  houae,  if  not  brought  into  head 
quarters,  or  returned  immediately  to  the  houses 
or  owners,  that  all  persons  so  plundermg  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  on  being  convicted  thereof 
suffisr  death. 

It  b  also  iciolved,  that  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  take  upon  them  to  kill  or  murder  any 
person  or  prisoner,  bum  any  house,  pr  commit 
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any  pluxider,  without  special  written  orders  from 
the  coipmaiider-in-chief,  shall  suffer  death. 
By  order  of 
B.  R  HAEVEY,  Cominandcr-in-chief, 
FRANCIS  BREEN,  Sec,  and  Adj, 
Head-qi^artet8,  Carrickburn 
camp,  June  6,  ^79^' 


For  the  same  purpose  was  issued  the  fpllowingf 
proclamation, 

TO  THi:  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND, 

Cornitrymen  and  feltowrsoldiers ! 

YouB  patriotic  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
your  country  have  hitherto  exceeded  your- most 
sanguine  expectations,  and  in  a  short  time  must 
ultimately  be  crowned  with  success.  Liberty 
has  raised  her  drooping  head  :  thousands  daily 
flock  to.  her  standard :  the  voice  of  her  childrea 
every  where  prevails.  Let  us  then,  in  the  mo* 
mcnt  of  triumph,  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
Ruler  of  the  Universe,  that  a  total  stop  has  been 
pat  to  those  sanguinary  measures  which  of  late 
were  but  too  often  resorted  to  by  the  creatures  of 
government,  to  keep  theipeople  in  slavery. 

Nothing  now,  my  countrymen,,  appears  neces^ 
sary  to  secure  the  conquests  yjoix  have  so  bravely 
won,  but  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  your  chiefs ;  for,  through  a.  want  of  proper 
subprdination  and  discipline^  all  may  be  endan- 
gered. 
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At  this  eventful    period,   all    Europe  must 
admire,   and  posterity  will  read  with  astonish- 
ment, the  heroic  acts  achieved  by  people  stran-   . 
gers  to  miUtary  tactics,  and  having  few  profes-" 
sional  commanders :  but  what  power  can  resist 
men  fighting  for  liberty ! 

In  the  moment  of  triumph,  my  countrymen, 
let  not  your  victories  be  tarnished  with  any 
wanton  act  of  cruelty  :  many  of  those  unfortu- 
nate men  now  in  prison  were  not  your  enemies 
from  principle;  most  of  them,  compelled  by 
necessity,  were  obliged  to  oppose  yuu  :  neither 
let  a  difference  in  religious  sentiments  cause  a 
difference  among  the  people.  Recur  to  thg 
debates  in  the  Irish  house  of  lords  of  the  Idth  , 
of  February  last ;  you  will  there  see  a  patriotic 
and  enlightened  protestant  bishop,  with  manly 
eloquence,  pleading  for  cathoKc  emancipation 
and  parliamentary  reform,  in  opposition  to  the 
haughty  arguments  of  the  lord  chancellor,- 
and  the  powerful  opposition  of  his  fellow- 
courtiers. 

To  promote  a  uiiion  of  brotheriiood  and 
affection  among  our  countrymen  of  all  religious 
persuasions  has  been  our  principal  object:  wa 
have  sworn  in  the  most  solemn  manner^  have 
associated  for  this  laudable  purpose,  apd  no' 
power  on  earth  shall  shake  our  resolution. ' 
To  iny  protestant  soldiers,   I  feel  much  An^ 
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debted  for  their  gallant  behaviour  in  the  field, 
wheie  th^  exhibited  signd  proofe  of  bravery  ia 
thecause^ 

EDWARD  ROCHE. 

W«xfonl,  June  7th,  179«- 


These  orders  and  proclamations  vere  vain. 
The  following  is  a  letter  from  Bagenai  Harvey 
to  Mr.  Francis  Glasscott,  who  had  writtoi  to 
him  for  his  protection. 

DEAR  SIB, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter ;  but  what  to 
do  for  you  I  know  not.  I  from  my  heart  wish 
to  protect  all  property;  I  can  scarce  protect 
myself;  and  indeed  my  situation  is  much  to  be 
pitted,  and  distressing  to  myself.  I  took  my 
present  situation  in  hopes  of  doing  good,  and 
preventing  mischief,  my  trust  is  in  Providence  : 
I  acted  always  an  honest  disinterested  part ;  and 
had  my  advice  been  taken  by  those  in  power, 
the  present  mischief /rould  never  have  arisen. 
If  I  can  retire  to  a  priVate  station  again,  I  will 
immediately.  Mr.  Tottenham's  refusing  to 
speak  to  the  gentleman  I  sent  into  Ross,  who 
was  madly  shot  by  the  soldiers,  was  very  nnfor* 
tunate :  it  has  set  the  people  mad  with  rage,  and 
there  is  no  restraining  them.  The  person  I  sent 
in  had  private  instructions  to  propose  a  recoh- 
emation;  but  God  knows  where  this  busines$ 
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irill  end ;  but  end  how  it  will,  the  good  men  of 
both  parties  will  be  inevitably  ruined. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c.  &c.  * 
June  mh,  1798.  B.  B.  HARVEY. 

How  far  the  shooting  of  men,  bearing  flags 
of  truce,,  without  orders  from  the  commanding 
officer,  may  be  consistent  with  strict  military 
discipline,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  judg^;  but 
certainly,  a  relaxation  of  discipline  in  the  army 
was  a  matter  on  which  the  rebels  had  been 
instruct^  to  rely  for  success,  previously  to  the 
insurrection,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  conspiracy. 

The  following  oaths,  ordered  to  be  adminis* 
tered  to  privates  and  officers  among  the  rebels, 
proved  as  unavailing  for  the  establishment  of 
discipline  among  them,  a^  the  orders  and  procla^ 
mations  of  their  generals. 

OATH    OF   A    PRIVATE. 

t 

I,  *  *,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  and 
lake  God,  aiid  his  only  son,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  witness,  that  I  will  at  all  times  be 
^edient  to  the  commands  of  my  officers ;  diai 
I  am  ready  to  lay  down  my  life  for  the  good  of 
my  country ;  that  I  have  an  aversion  to  plunder, 
and  to  the  spilling  of  innocent  blood ;  that  I 
will  fight  courage<Shisly  in  the  field,  and  have 
mercy  where  it  can  be  given ;  that  I  will  avdid 
drunkenness,  tending  to  disorder  ^nd  ruin ;  that 
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I  will  endeavour  to  make  as  many  friends  and  as 
few  enemies,  as  possible ;  that  above  all  I  detest 
a  coward,  and  that  I  will  look  upon  him  as  aa 
enemy,  who  will  stand  back  in  the  time  of 
battle.— /&  help  me  Qod  ! 


OATH     ORDERED     TO     BE     ADMINISTBREZT     TO 
OFFICERS. 

In  the  awful  presence  of  God,  who  knows  the 
heart  and  thoughts  of  all  men,  and  calling  my 
country  to  witness,  I,  *  *,  officer  in  *  *,  do 
solemnly  swear,  that  I  do  not  consider  my  life 
my  own,  when  my  country  demands  it ;  ,that  I 
consider  that  the  present  moment  calls  for  a 
proof  of  the  sincerity  of  that  sentinient,  and  I 
am  ready  and  desirous  to  stand  the  test ;  and  I 
do  av^r,  that  I  am  determined  to  die,  or  lead  to 
victory ;  and  that  all  my  actions  shaH  be  directed 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  common  cause,  unin- 
fiuenced  by  any  inferior  motive ;  and  I  further 
declare  my  utter  aversion  to  all  alarmists,  union- 
breakers,  and  cowards,  and  my  respect  and 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  superior  officers, 
So  help  me  God! 

By  order  of  the  council, 

B.  B.  HARVEY,  President 
NICHOLAS  GREY,  Sec. 

Done  at  the  council-chamber^ 
Wexford,  June,  14,   1798. 
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'     '  NUMBER  II. 

EXTRACT     FROM     THE     TRIAL     OF      WILLIAM 
FENLON.:     COURT-MARTIAL    AT    WEXFORD, - 
SEPT.    12,    1799- 

Mary  Hall,  morn. 
Says,  that  pn  the  morning  of  the  14th  of 
June,   in  the  rebellion,  she  sent  her^^on  with 
some  tea  to- her  husband,  who  was  the  nightf 
before  a  prisoner  with  the  rebels  in  Mr.  Bayle's 
barn  ;  that  soon  after  her  son  returned,  and  told 
her  that  his  father  begged  she  would  go  up 
directly,  for  he  had  .been  taken  to  Vinegar- 
hill,  and  put  into  the  mill,  and  was  in  fear  of 
being  immediately  put  to  death ;  that  she  did  . 
go  up,  when  her  husband  told  her  he  was  to  be 
put  to  death ;  and,    the  prisoner  then   coming 
up,  her  husband  said,  "  that's  the  man  will  kill 
*'me.   Bill  Fenlon,  the  nailor."    The  prisoner 
Fenlon  then  came  into  the  mill,  and  desired  her 
husbantd  to  come  out     Witness  immediiately  * 
asked  prisoner  if  he  would  not  give  her  husband 
atrial.     Prisoner  said  he  would,  bu<  that  Dan 
Raherty,  (a  man  who  liad  sworn  against  her 
husband)  should  try  him.    Witness  answered^ 
she  was  contented,  so  he  was  tried,  and  begged 
he  would  have  commpassion  on  her  and  her  ten 
children.    The  prisoner  then  said  with  an  oatb» 
that  he  would  shoot  him  first,  and  try  him  after- 

Bb 
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wards.  Prisoner  thea  tore  her  husband  out  of 
her  arms,  and  placed  sentries  on  each  door  to 
keep  her  within.  In  some  time  after,  witness 
heard  a  shot,  and  forced  her  way  out  of  the 
door,  where  she  saw  the  rebels  dragging  a  body 
by  the  heels.  The  prisoner  was  there  with  a 
blunderbuss  and  an  officer's,  sash.  The  body 
they  were  dragging,  she  found,  was  her  bus* 
band's.  $he  took  the  body  in  her  arma  During 
this  time  it  thundered  violently^  with  much 
lightDing.  The  rebels  feU  on  their  kneesy  mi 
i^sed  thenufdves.  Some  of  them  desired  her  to 
tbcow  the  body  of  her  husband  away^  and  bless 
herself.  They  then  asked  her  what  was  the 
reason  of  the  thunder?  She  answered,  that  God 
was  angry  at  their  acts.  ^'  NO|  yo«  w^^-e^'' 
jeplted  they,  ^<  God  sounds  the  horn  af  Joy  that 
'*  an  prangemam  is  killed.*'  Her  husbaod  theo^ 
whom  sheliad  thought  dead^  stretched  out  lus 
feet}  and  turned  to  her,  and  saki»  ''  MoUy,  my 
^^  dear,  take  n>e  from  these  people"  and  tken 
exfwed  The  body  of  her  husband  was  black,  ^ 
if  from^  the  sti;ipes  of  a  eat-o^niue*tuls>  and  the 
mark  of  a  bullet  that  entered  bis  breast  and  came 
out  at  bis  shoulder.  The  rebels^  among  whom  was 
the  prisoner,  refused  to  let  her  take  the  body,  but 
witness  declared  she  would  not  leave  it.  Tb^ 
ss^id  they  would  not  kill  her^  as  ske  was  with 
child,  smd  she  should  have  a  chrietiaiii  whieh 
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she  never  had  before ;  but  if  she  was  so  fond  of 
a  dead  husband,  they  would  cut  him  into  pound 
pieces,  and  put  him  into  her  skirts. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THETRIAI*  OF  JOHN  HAUGHRAN. 

Satajh  Smith,  swom^ 
Sats,  that  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  in  the  rebel- 
lion, a  party  of  rebels  came  to  her  house  ^t  Salt- 
miUs>  nearXintern*  "That  the  prisoner  was  one 
of  the  party,  and  seemed  to  witness  to  be  tibeir 
Jeiaden    They  asked  for  her  hu&band,     She  told 
them  he  was  not  at  boipe.    They  then  passed 
her  door,  but  the  prisoner  stopped  them,  and 
ordered  them  to  g6  into  the  hous^  and  trjr.    The/ 
vent  in,  and  brought  put  her  hufibandy  whom 
they  left  guarded,  while  they  Went  to  sedrch  for 
another  protestant  family*      On  their  coming 
baek,  witness  begged  they  would  permit  hec 
husband  to  stop  and  get  his  breakfast;  but  the 
prisoner  said    he    should  not  stay;   and  gave 
orders  that  he  and  all  the  protectants  they  could ' 
find  that  day  should  be  brought  to  Sculkbogue*-^ 
There  were  twenty-four  young  and  old,  of  the 
parish  of  Tintem,  sent  there,  and  murdered  on 
5th  of  June,  among  whom  was  the  husband^ 
the  brother,  sister,  and  -niece,   of  the  witness: 
Witness  received  several  orders  from  the  prisoner- 
relative  to  distributing  milk,  and  never  kiiew  any 
one  in  command  at  Tintcrn  except  the  prisoner. 
Once,  on  a  complaint  being  made  against  her. 
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she  went  to  the  prisoner  to  know  what  she 
should  do,  who  desired  her  to  distribute  the 
milk  to  the  rebels  every  piorning  as  far  as  it 
would  go.  When  the  account  came  to  Tintera 
of  the  murders  at  ScuUabogue,  the  widows  and 
relatives  of  those  that  were  murdered  got  together, 
and  w6re  lamenting  in  the  street,  when  the  pri- 
soner came  up  to  witness  and  said,  if  he  heard 
any  more  of  it,*  he  would  collect  us  all  togethfer, 
and  send  us  after  our  husbands.  A  few  days 
after,  the  prisoner  gave  a  pass  to  witness  to  go 
and  get  herself  christened,  and  told  her  they 
must  all  be  of  one  religion,  for  it  was  that  they 
were  fighting  for.  The  pass  was  signed  by  the 
prisoner.  Witness  never  knew  any  one  give  a 
a  pass  but  the  prisoner. 

Catherine  Poor,  stvom. 
Says,  that  she  was  a  prisoner  at  Tintem,  during 
the  rebellion,  and  always  understood  that  tha 
prisoner  was  a  captain  and  justice  of  pekce :  has 
heard  the  rebels  call  him  captain*  Witness  went 
to  get  something  to  eat:  He  said  he  would  not 
give  her  any  unless  she  became  a  christian;  for 
if  he  did,  he  should  break  his  oath* 
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NUMBER  III. 

TRIAL  OF  ANDREW  FARREL.       WEXFORD, 
MAY  22,   1800. 

yor  Gordon,  of  the  Dumfries  TCgiment,  pre- 
sident, Johii  Henry  Lyster,  Esq.  acting  judge 
advocate, 

TVilliam  Furlongs  stvorn. 
Q.  by  the  prosecutor.    Did  you  know  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pentland? 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  he  living  or  dead? 
A.  He  is  dead  ? 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  canie  by  hii^  death? 
A.  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebels  pa 
WhitsunfTuesday,  and  put  into  the  wind-mill  on 
Vinegar-hill,  where  I  saw  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pentland, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Trockc,  three  men  of  the  name  of 
Gill,  and  about  thirty  more  loyalists  in  custody 
of  the  rebels.  The  prisoner,  Andrew  Farrel,  was 
there.  The  rebels  called  him  captain  Farrel,  to 
which  name  he  answered.  He  had  a  drawn' 
sword  in  his  hand.  I  heard  ^him  bid  the  loyalists 
fall  on  their  ^knees,  and  prepare  for  death,  as  they 
shbuld  be  killed  directly.  The  prisoner  then 
ordered  out  several  of  the  loyalists,  who  were 
instantly  murdered.  In  particular  I  saw  him 
take  Mr.  Pentland  by  the  breast,  and  by  force 
put  him  out  of  the  mill  door,  where  he  was- 
instantly  put  to  death,     Mx^  Pentland  resi3ted 
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as  much  as  he  could.  There  were  fourteen  or 
fifteen  murdered  at  that  time.  I  saw  their  bodies 
lying  dead  when  I  got  out  The  prisoner  came 
up  to  me,  and  told  me,  I  must  know  where  there 
were  arms  in  Enniscortby,  and  that  if  I  would 
tell,  he  would  save  me.  I  said  I  would.  I  was 
then  taken  to  Enniscorthy,  where  I  was  saved 
by  a  man  who  had  been  a  malster  to  my  uncle. 

Q.  Dq  you  know  of  the  prisoner  having  acted 
as  a  captain  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I  saw  "him  sworn  to  act  as  a  captain. 

Cross-ea^amined  by  the  prisoner. 
Q.  Are  there  any  of  the  thirty  men,  that  you 
saw  in  the  wifid-mill,  alive  noM^,  except  yourself? 
A.  There  are,    I^  believe,    eight  of  them^  or 
*  more. 

Q.  What  time  on  Whitsun  Tuesday  was  i£  that 
you  saw  me? 

A.  It  was,  I  believe,  about  eleven  or  twelve": 
it  was  the  time  you  were  distributing  powder  to 
the  rebels. 

Q.  Do  you  prosecute  me  because  I  could  not 
save  your,  brother  that  was  killed  on  the  hill? 
A.  I  never  knew  before  that  you  were  present 
,   at  my  brother's  death. 

Francis  Bradley ^  sworn. 
Q.  hf  tf^e  prosecutor.     Did  you  know  Mir, 
Philip  Annesly? 
-    A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Is  be  living  or  dead? 

A:  I  bdiere  he  is  dead*~it  is  so  repated  in  the 
country;  and  that  he  lies  buried aMr  Mr.  Bale'si 
in  a  ditch. 

Q»  Do  you  know  Andrew  Faj^rel,  the  prisoner? 

A.  I  do.  . 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  with  Mr.  Annesly  in  the 
rebellion  ? 

A.  I  saw  Mr.  Annesly  a  prisoner  iu  custody 
of  FarreL  I  was  going  to  Mn  Wheeler's  wboi  I 
met  them.  Mr.  Annesly  called  'me,  and  re* 
quested  I  would  take  his  watch  and  nionqr,  and 
give  them  to  his  friends.  I  refused,  bring  afraid^ 
and  asked  him  why]  he  made  the  request  He 
told  mt  Andrew  Farrd  was  taking  him,  to  be 
killed. 

Q.  Was  Farrel  near  enough  to  hear  what  Mft 
Annesly  said? 

A*  He  certainly  was. 

Q.  Did  Jie  make  any  observation  on  whd; 
Annaly  said? 

A.  He  did  not  say  a  word  * 

Cross-ej^amined  bjf  the  prisoner. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  know  me?  . 

A.  I  have  known  your  penion  fout  or  five 
years. 

Q.  What  day  of  the  month  was  this  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  was  'm  the  begin* 
ningofthercbcllipiu 
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Q.  Did  you  know  anyone  elseof  the  party? 

A.  There  was  one  Biennan^  a  weaver,  who 
teemed  to  interfere  for  Mr.  Annesly. 
Henry  Whitney y  mom.  ' 

•  Q.  hy,  the  prosecutor.  Did  you  know  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Pentland? 

.   A.  I  did. 
Q.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 
'A.  He  is  dead. 

•  Q.  Relate  to  the  court  what  youinow  of  his 
dcath>  • 

A.  I  wad  taken  prisoner  ahout  four  miles  ftom 
Enniscorthy^  and  brought  into  the  mill  on  Vine- 
gar-hill. In  a  ftvr  hours  after  I  saw  Andrew 
JFarrel,^  the  prisoner,  drag  Mr.  Pentland,  either 
by  the  breast  or  by  the  hair,  out  of  the  door, 
whero^he  was  directly  piked  to  death. 

Q.  Were  there  any  others  taken  out? 

A.  There  were,  I  believe,  twenty-five  while 
I  was  there.     They  were  all  put  to  death. 

Q.  Were  there  any  put  to  death  after  William 
Furlong  was  sent  out  ? 

A.  There  were  a  good  many. 

Q.  Did  y^u  see  any  of  them  dead  ? 
.     A.  I  did.     When  I  got  out  they  were  lying 
in  a  heap,  except  Mr.  Pentland.     His  body  lay 
separat&from  the  rest,  and  was  stripped,  and  very 
bloody. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Pentland  expostulate  with  the 
prisoner  when  he  was  taking  him  out? 


-   >^ 
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A.  WhenFarrel  desired  us  all  to  go  down  on 
•ar  knees,  and  told  us  we  had  not  an  hour  to 
live,  Mr.  Pentland  and  Mr.  Trocke  got  up,  and 
begged  they  might  be  spared*  Mr.  Pentland 
sfltd  that  they  were  clergymen^'  and  that  heiras 
a  stranger,  and  had  been  but  a  short  time  in  the 
country,  and  was  a  north-cpuntrymao.  He  then 
offered  his  watch,  which  was  taken  by  a  man  of. 
the  name  of  Foley.  The  prisoner  then  seized 
him  and  put  him  out  of  the  door,  where  he  was 
murdered,  as  was  every  person  the  prisoner  put 
out,  except  Mr.  Hornick's  son.  The  prisoner 
attempted  to  drag  me  out,  but  I  was  held  back 
by  some  of  my  fellow^prisoners. 

Q.  How  were  you  saved  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  rebel  of  my  acquaintance,  of  the 
name  of  Doran.  He  told  Farrel  I  was  an  honest 
quiet  man;  on  which  Farrel  examined  me  about 
arms,  and  then  let  mei  out. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  the  parish  of  which  Mn 
Pentland  was  clergyman  ? 

A.  I  did.  He  had  been  but  a  few  months  in 
the  parish. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  ? 

A.  He  was  a  remarkably  quiet  harmless  man. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  prisoner  before  the 
rebellion? 

A.  Idi^  • 
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CroiS'^jf&mined  by  the  pmomr. 

Q.  Where  did  y<Hi  live  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion? 

A;  AtEDniscorthy. 

Q.  Had  y<m  any  cooversation  with  Farloti^ 
4m  the  rabject  of  your  efridence  ? 

A.  We  have  often  talked  of  what  we  saw  vet 
the  wind-mUl. 

John  Gill,  swdm.   * 

Q.  by  the  prosecutor.  Were  you  a  prisoner  in 
the  wind-mill  on  Vinegar-hill  in  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I  was  on  Whitsunday,  with  many  other 
loyalists. 

Q.  Were  there  any  of  them  put  to  death  that 
day^ 

A.  There  were, 

Q.  Do  you  know  Andrew  Farrel  ?  / 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  that  day  in  the  wind-mill  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  was  his  conduct  there  ? ; 

A.  One  of  the  party  that  brought  me  prisoner 
to  the  wind-mill,  said,  on  Coming  in,  "captain 
"Farrel,  here  is  an  orangeman.**  On  which 
Farrel  said  to  the  guard,  "  take  care  of^  bin*" 
Some  time  after,  finding  the  prisoner  in  great 
favour  with  the  rebels,  I  entreated  him  to  save 
my  life.  He  asked  me  my  name.  I  told'  him 
Gill.     "That 4s  a  bad  name,'*  said  he,  "pre- 
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**  pare  for  death;  you  have  not  an  hour  to  live.*' 
I  again  begged  my  life,  and  said  that  I  and  my 
brother  would  play  the  fife  and  beat  the  dmn 
for  them;  but  he  desired  me  to  put  such  thoughts 
out  of  my  head,  as  I  should  certainly  die. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  one  put  to  death  at  that 
time? 

A,  When  I  wa3  brought  out,  I  saw  John  Gill 
of  Monglass  lying  near  the  door.     He  was  just 
dying.     A  party  of  rebels,    armed  with  pikes 
and  guns,  formed  a  line  in  front  of  the  m^lL 
door.     Behind  them  there  weit  some  on  horse- 
back.    On  being  brought  out,  there  was  one 
Andrew  Martin,  with  a  drawn  sword,  standing 
inside  the  line,  as  executioner.     I  immediately 
addressed  the  rebels,  and  asked  if  they  would 
put  a  man  to  death  without  trial.     Martin  cried 
out,  "Damn  your  soul,  do  you  come  hereto 
*'  preach?" — and  made  a  stab  at  me,  which  hit 
me  in  the  wrist.     Some  of  the  rebels  i>ade  him 
stop,  and  asked  me  how  I  chose  to  die.  I  replied, 
"  as  a  Christian^''    One  of  those  on  horseback 
said,  "  may  be  he  i&a  Christian,"  and  asked  me, 
"  are  you  a  Christian  ?"  I  told  him  I  believed  in 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  through  whom  I  hoped 
to  be  saved.     Martin  then  said,    *'  O  damn  your 
"  soul:  you  are  a  Christian  in  your  own  way," — 
and  directly  stabbed  me  in  the  side.     I  fell  on 
my  face,  and  was  then  stabbed  in  the  back,  and 
beaten  on  the  head  witl^  some  heavy  instruments 
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I  Still  kept  ray  senses.  My  brother  was  next 
brought  out,  and  asked  the  same  question,  how 
he  chose  to  die.  He  boldly  answered  that  he 
wouM  die  a  protestant  On  which  they  all 
shouted,  and  rushed  forward,  and  piked  him  to 
death.  Mr.  Hornick  was  next  brought  oat,  and 
asked  how  he  would  die.  He  answered  that  he 
would  die  as  he  had  lived.  He  was  directly 
murdered.  I  then  fainted,  and  continued  insen-  * 
sible  until  my  wife  canoe  for  jne  in  the  eveping. 
She  found  great  difficulty  in  saving  me,  as  there 
was  an  old  man  with  a  scythe  examining  the 
bodies^  and  striking  on  the  head  such  as  he  found 
with  any  appearance  of  life.  She  toqk  me  to  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  where,  finding  I  had  life,  she 
hid  me.  The'  next  morning  I  was  idxmd  there 
by  the  rebels,  and  brought  lip  to  the  hill,  from 
which  I  escaped  by  the  help  of  a  man  that  was 
to  marry  my  daughter.  About  half  a  mile  from  ' 
the  hill  I  was  met  by  two  men,  one  of  whom 
fired  at  me.  The  ball  grazed  my  head  and 
stunned  me.  I  there  lay  until  my  wife  again 
found  me.  From  that,  until  Vinegar-hill  was 
tak^n  by  the  king's  troops,  I  lived  in  the  fields 
and  ditches. 

Cross-examined  by  tke  prisoner. 
Q.  Did  you  put  in  a  claim  for  your  losses? 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  get  your  claim? 
A.  I  did,  a  part. 
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Q.  Were  you  jiot  refused  compensation  for 
your  losses  unless  you  prosecuted  some  one  ? 

A.  No  such  thing.  No  objection. was  mode 
to  me. 

Q.  Were  you  instructed  what  to  say? 

A.  I  Was  not 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  me  before  that  day? 

A.  I  never  did ;  but  I  am  sure  I  will  never 
forget  you. 

Q.  Did  you  see  me  take  any  one  out  of  the 
mill? 

A  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  ? 

A.  About  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  not  Coffey  saved  by  me? 

A.  You  granted  leave  to  Luke  Byrne,  arid  two 
^others,  who  interceded  for  him,  to  save  Coffey*s 
life. 

Q.  Is  there  any  on^  else  alive  who  was  in  the 
mill  that  day  ? 

A.  There  is  one  Warren,  who  was  half  killed 
like  myself. 

John  Atistin  swam. 

Q.  by  the  prosecutor.   Do  you  know  Andrew 
Farrel,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  ? 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  during  the  rebellion  ? 
A.  I  did. 
Q.  In  what  capacity  did  he  act? 
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A.  I  was  brought  a  prisijner  iuto  Enniicortliy 
by  one  captain  West,  who  brought  me  to  the 
place  where  the  prisoner  was  on  parade  with  ^ome 
rebels.  West  said,  *'  captain  Farrel,  here  is  an 
**  orang^an  1  have  brought  you.**-*-^'*  Very 
"  well,"  said  the  prisoner;  '*  I  will  take  care  of 
'*  hita/'  He  then  ordered  four  or  five  along 
with  him,  and  took  me  to  the  rebel  guard- 
house, where  there  we're  fifteen  or  si:i^en  loy- 
alists confined.— One  of  them,  a  Mr.Robiuson^ 
begged  of  the  prisoner  to  save  them.  The  pri.  . 
•oner  answered,  with  an  oath,  that  he  would 
have  them  all  put  to  death  befoi^  the  next 
night. 

Cross-ejeamned  by  the  prisoner. 

Q.  When  was  this? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  about  eight 
or  nine  days  after  the  rebellion  broke  out. 

Q.  Were  the  men  all  put  to  death  the  next 
day  ? 

A.  I  cannot  telL  I  got  out  by  the  interccs- 
sion  of  a  rebel 

Q.  Do  you  rccollectbeing  saved  another  time, 
and  by  whom? 

A.  I  was,  by  one  Lacey. 

Q.  Did  you  see  me  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  I  interfere  to  save  you  I 

A.  Notyoumdeed« 
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John  Mooney  sworn. 

Q.  by  the  prosecutor. '  Do  you  know  thepii* 
Boner?  - 

A.  I  do,  very  well. 

Q»  Did  you  see  him  ^  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  ? 

A.  As  a  captain.  I  saw  him  sworn  in  as  such, 
and  a  lieutenant  sworn  under  him,  when  he  was 
kissed  by  Keams  the  priest ;  I  saw'  him  head  a 
party  at  the  attack  on  Mr.  Cavenah's  house,  at 
Borris.    I  have  heard  him  called  St  Ruth. 

,  Cross-examined  by  the  prisoner. 

Q.  At  what  time  in  the  rebellion  did  you  hear 
me  called  captain  ? 

A.  Through  the  whole  rebellion. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  see  me  sworn  in? 
.  A.  When  you  came  back  from  Borris,  Morgan 
Byrne  and  you  had  a  dispute  which  of  you  should 
be  eldest  captain.  Byrne  said  he  had  subscribed 
a  long  time  to  the  united  men.  You  answered 
you  had  subscribed  as  long. 

David  Ogdcn  sworft. 

Q.  by  the  prosecutor^    Do  you  know  the  pri- 
ioner^  Andrew  Farrel? 
.  A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  during  the  rebellion  ?\ 
^.  I  did 

Qt  In  what  capacity  did  he  act } 
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A.  He  came  one  day  to  Mr.  Wheeler's  house, 
where  I  had  gone  for  safety.  He  was  at  the  head 
of  a  party,  of  which  he  seemed  to  have  the 
chief  command.  He  took  Mr.  Wheeler  and 
myself  out  of  the  house,  to  bring  us,  as  he  said 
to  Vinegar-hill.     We  were  released  by  one  Mac- 

'  leane,  who  by  threatening  and  entreaties  got  us 
from  Farrel.  Macleane  said,  if  ,we  were  not 
released,  he  would  go  to  the  hill,  and  tell  that  he 
had  found  the  prisoner,  the  day  of  the  battle  of 

,   Enniscorthy,    disguised    in    women's  clothes, 
robbing,  instead  of  fighting  the  king's  army. 
.    Q.  Was  the  prisoner  armed  ? 
A.  He  was  armed  with  a  broad  sword. 

Cross-examined  by  the  prisoner^ 

Q.  When  was  tHis  ? 

A.  I  believe  about  the  third  day  after  the 
rebels  took  Enniscorthy. 

Q.  Did  you  not  think  that  I  was  one  of  those 
that  should  have  rescued  you  ? 

A.  I  thought  you  ought  to  jbave  done  so,  as 
you  were  a  tenant  of  my  uncle's ;  but  you  didf 
not  You  would  not  give  Mr.  Wheeler  time  to 
shave  himself. 

Q.  Who  was  at  Mr.  Wheeler's  with  you  ? 
•   A.  There. were  my  wife  and  sisters,  Mrs.  Brad- 
ley, and  I  believe  Mrs.  Wheeler,  and  MiSs  New- 
bold. 
Q.  Were  you  unwell  at  that  time? 
A»  I  was. 
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Q.  Did  you  not  say,  *' Andrew  Farrel,  wo*nt 
you  save  me  ?** 

Ai  T  do  not  know  but  I  might  faavessud  so ; 
but  you  insisted  on  taking  me  to  Vinegar-hill, 
which  could  not  have  been  to  save  me.  It  was 
at  that  time  the  common  place  of  execution* 
*  Q.  Were  not  your  senses  in  that  disturbed 
state  as  to  be  liable  to  mistake  my  conduct  ? 
*.  A.  It  is  impossible.  I  certainjiy  was  agitated 
as  I  thought  I  was  to  be  murdered,,  but  I  never 
lost  my  recollection.  I  remember  you  observed 
me,  and,  winking  at  one  of  your  companions, 
desired  me  not  to  be  so  agitated,  foif  when  I.  were 
once  arrived  at  the  hill  I  would  be  quiet  enough. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  person  brought  away 
from  Mr.  Wheeler's  ? 

A.  None  but  Mr.  Wheeler  and  L 

prisoner's  defence.' 
Jame^  Hunt  stoom. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner.    Were  you  on  Vinegar- 
hill  on  Whitsunday  in  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I  was.    I  was  a  prisoner  to  the  rebels,  wlio 
kept  me  just  outside  the  mill  door. 

Q.  What  did  you  see  done  there  ? 

A.  I  saw  a  man,  called  Mr.  Pentland,  brought 
out,  and  put  to  death  by  one  Conners. 

Q.  By  whose  order  was  he  brought  out? 

A.  By  order  of  Morgan  Byrne^  who  was  but- 
side  the  mill  door. 
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Q.  I)i4  you  see  me  thett  ? 

A.  I  did  not 

Q.  How  many  did  you  see  put  to  death  ? 

A*  Mr.  Horaickv  Mr.  FeBtland,  and  another 
fiian.  I  was  then  taken  down  to  the  bottom  <^ 
thehilL 

Q;  by  the  court.  Might  not  the  prisoner  l^vh 
been  in  the  mill  \nthout  your  knowledge  ? 

A.  He  nright;  but  I  did  not  see  Unv  nor 
bear  tell  of  him. 

Q.  Are  you  now  a  prisoner  ? 

A.  I  am, 

Q.  For  what? 

A.  For  suspicion  of  robbing  my  next  ne^* 
hour. 

John  Rogan  sworn. 
Q.  by  the  prisoner.  Were  yon  on  Vinegar-hill 
on  Whitsun-Tuesday  ? 
A.  I  was  not 

James  Bryan  sworn. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner.  Were  you  cm  Vinegar- 
h\\\  on  Wfaitsun-Tu^day  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  At  what  time? 

A«  I  was  on  every  part  of  the  hill  frc^  sine 
o'clock  until  three  or  four  in  the  evening,  and 
did  not  see  you  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  one  taken  olit  of  the 
wind-mill? 
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A.  I  did  not,  but  I  taw  a  man  dead  that  had 
been  taken  out. 

Q.  Who  was  ^  man  ? 

A.  A  Mr.  Pentland.  I  vas  lying  on  the  hiU 
when  I  heard  that  Mr.  Pentland  was  to  be  killed 
I  ran  to  save  him,  but  was  too  late.  He  was 
dead  when  I  got  up.  I  heard  that  one  Conflors 
and  one  Byrne  had  killed  him. 

Q.  by  the  court.  Where  do  you  live  and  what 
is  your  religion  ? 

A.  I  am  a  Roman  catholic,  and .  Uve  in  the 
parish  of  Kiliann,  of  which  Mr.  Pentland  was 
minister. 

Q.  What  was  his  character  in  the  parish  ? 

A.  He  bore  a  most  excellent  dutfaeter^  a 
quiet  mild  man, 

Q*  Are  you  a  prisoner  now  ? 

A.  I  am  for  suspicion  of  a  rape* 

IFiUiam  JVilkmscn  m$m. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  see  me  during  the 
rebellioit? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  me  in  the  gaafd-^honse  at  £s^ 
niscorthy  r 

A.  I  did,    t  was  a  prisoner  there^ 

Q*  Wh^t  was  my  conduct  there  ? 

A.  You  used  me  civilly.  Yon  took  me  an^ 
seventeon  more  out,  and  saved  us,  the  day  tha( 
^ve  were  ordered  to  be  murdered  by  Kerns  die 
priei^b 
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0,  Were  you  with  me  during  the  rebellion  ? 

A.  I  was  very  often  ;  almost  every  day. 

Q.  What  was  my  character  during  the '  re- 
bellion ? 

A.  You  saved  those  I  spoke  of,  but  I  cannot 
say  any  thing  fkrftier. 

Q.  by  the  court.    Did  you  carry  a  pike  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  nor  a  gun. 
'    Q.  'What  arms  did  you  carry  ? 

A.  I  had  a  stick  with  a  piece  of  a  nail  rod  in 
tlie  end  of  it. 
•    Q.  Would  it  kill  a  man? 

A.  It  would. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  pri- 
$ooer  lately  with  respect  to  the  evidence  you 
were  to  give  ?         . 

A.  Not  one  Word.  I  bad  no  conversation 
with  him  on  any  subject. 

Q.  Were  you  not  in  the  gaol  with  the  pri- 
soner? 

A.  I  was  not ;  I  never  was  in  the  gaoL 

Q.  Do  you'swear  that  you  had  no  convena- 
tioil  at  all  with  the  prisoner  ? 

A.  I  had  at  a  window. 

Q.  Where  was^this  window  ?    ! 
'  A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  looked  into  the 
gaol  yard,  Xtf  into  the  street. 
^Q.  Was  it  not  the  griated  door  of  hisccU  you 
spoke  to  him  at?     .  . 
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A.  I  do  not  ktiov  whether  it  was  a  doot  or  s 
lyindow. 

Q.  Were  you  not  drinking  with  theprkoner  ?* 

A«  He  put  a  bottle  through  the  bars,  and  bade- 
me  take  a  sup*, 

Q.  Did  not  the  prisoner  give  you  money? 

A.  He  gave  me  some  to  bear  my  expences. 

Q.  What  expences  ? 

A.  The  expences  I  was  at  to  stay  for  his  trial 

Q.  When  was  this  ? 

A.  The  day  before  yesterday, 

Mary  Hall^corn. 

Q.  by  the  prisoner.  Did  you  see  me  during 
the  rebellion? 

A.  I  did.  I  saw  you  very  often,  but  I  do 
not  recollect  any  particular  day  except  Whitsun- 
Tuesday* 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  me  guilty  of  any  outrage 
or*  crime  ? 

A.  I  never  saw  you  guilty  of  any  thing  but 
brewing  open  a  house  and  robbing  it, 

Q.  Whose  house  was  it  ? 

A.  Mr.  Joseph  Sparrow's,  where  you  took 
every  thing,  even  the  sheets  under  two  cripples 
that  lay  in  the  house.  You  behaved  civilly  to 
my  little  boy,  and  made  the  butcher  give  him 
a  good  bit  of  meat. 

Q.  by  the  court.  You  say  you  saw  the  pri- 
aoner  often ;  in  what  capacity  ? 


39d  AFPEKDIX)   SO.  TJf. 

A.  I  cftnnot  say.  I  have  seen  him  with  a 
drawn  sword  at  the  head  of  a  party.  They  obeyed 
him.  I  remember  he  ordered  them  to  fire  rato 
Mr.  Jo$eph*s  Sparrow's  house;  and  they  ^  ao. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Philip  Annesly  ? 

A.  I  didt  I  saw  htm  dragged  out  of  the  mill 
on  Vinegar^hill,  the  day  my  husband  was  mur- 
dered. I  afterwards  saw  his  body  lying  dead  on 
the  hiU. 


The  reader  may  see,  from  the  perusal  of  this 
trial,  that  Andrew  Farrel,  so  active  in  robbery 
and  jnnrderi  was  a  very  great  coward.  In  fact, 
the  greatest  plunderers  and  murderersi  both  of 
the  rebel  and  of  the  loyalist  parties,  were  the 
greatest  cowards.  This  is  the  most  deplorable 
state  of  society,  wlien  the  worthless  find  them^ 
(selves  able  to  efxert  their  malignant  inclinations 
Vit^  impunity. 

This  remarkable  circumstance  attended  the 
death  of  Andrew  Farrel,  that  he  died  in  the  most 
solemn  assertion  of  an  evident  falsehood^  for 
what  he  doubtless  regarded  as  a  laudable  and  ge- 
nerous purpose.  When  he  wt^s  led  to  execution, 
and  on  the  point  of  being  launched  into  the 
othei*  world,  he  addressed  a  magistrate  in  word$ 
to  this  amount : 

**  Sir,  to  shew  you  on  what  sort  of  evidence 
'*  men  are  liable  to  be  condemned  to  death  ip 
^^tbis  foi^ntry,  I  now,  ^t  thp  moment  of  my 
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^' being  plunged  iBtociteniity,  take  God  and  my 
**  Smioar  to  wilnasa^  diat  I  never  was  oa  Vine* 
*^  gar^hill ;  afid  if  I  teU  a  lye,  may  I  be  consigned 
*^  to  everlasting  punisbmeat !''        . 

This,  vbich  was  doubtless  intended  to  put  a 
stop,  or  at  least  an  impediment,  to  prosecutions^ 
liad^  from  the  notoriety  of  the  matter  denied,  a 
contrary  effect  Beside  the  above  given  evidence, 
the  following  affidavit  was  made. 

County  of)  James  Coffey,  of  Enniscortby, 
JVcrford. }  in  said  county,  gentleman,  came 
this  day  before  me,  and  solemnly  made  oath  on 
the  holy  evangelists,  that  he  was  on  Vinegar- 
hill  on  Tuesday  in  Whitsun  week,  in  the  year 
1798,  a  prisoner  to  the  rebels;  and  there  saw 
Andrew  Farrel,  lately  executed  at  Wexford,  a 
commander  among  the  rebels,  while  they  were 
murdering  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pentland,  Mr.  Gill  of 
Monglass,  Thomas  Gill,  the  wheelwright,  and 
others  :  and  that  he  saw,  at  the  same  time,  John 
.Gill,  the  wheelright,  stabbed  and  left  for  dead- 
He  further  swears  that  the  said  Andrew  Farrel, 
by  his  influence  among  the  rebels,  saved  the 
lives  of  deponent  and  of  captain  Blacks  at  the 
same  time  and  place. 

JAMElfCOFFIiY. 

,  Sworn  before  me,  at  Enniscorthy, 
this  95th  day  of  June,  1800,  . 
THOMAS  H ANDCOCK. 
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As  remarkable  as  the  declaration  of  Andref^ 

^  Farrel  is  the  fdllbwiiig  t  in  ^ivrUch  I  am  inclined 

to  suspect  somewhat  of  an  overcharge  in  some 

points^  from  the  gloomy  state  of  the  man's  mind 

'at  the  time  of  the  confession. 

The  Confession  of  James  ^eaghan.  Taken  before  the 
high  sheriff  of  the  cotinty  of  JVexford^  and  John 
H.^Lyster^  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the 
feacef  or  said  county y  the  day  before  his  execution. 
ly  James  Beaguan,  acknowledge  and  confess 
that  I  am  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  I  am  to 
suffer;  but  that  I  did  not  commit  it  from  ill 
yiiW  to  the  people  that  were  murdered,  but  from 
the  orders  of  Luke  Byrne.     I  could  not  disobey 
him.   *No    person    could   refu&e  to  obey  the 
orders  of  the  commanders.     I  am  sure  that  any 
jnan  in  command  could  save  the  lives  of  the 
poor  people.     Every  man  that  was  a  protestant 
was  called  an  orangeman,  and  every  one  was  to 
be  killed,  from  the  poorest  man  in  the  country. 
Before  the  rebellion,  I  never  heard  there  was  any 
hiitred  between  Roman  catholics  and  protes- 
tapts;  they  alwayjs  lived  peaceably  together.     I 
always  found  thc^rotestants  better  masters,  and 
more  indulgent  landlords,  than  my  own  religion. 
During  the  rebellion,  I  never  saw  any  one  inter- 
fere to  prevent  murder,  but  one  Byrne,  who 
saved  a  man ;  I  think  4II  that  were  present  were 
as  guilty  as  thos?  that  perpetrated  the  murders— 
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it  was  tliinking  we  were  ^U  equally  guilty  that 
,  prevented  me  from  flying  the  conntiy.  The 
women  were  numerous,  and  were  as  bad  as  the 
men.  The  rebels  treated  their  prisoners  with 
great  severity,  very  different  from  the  way  I 
have  been  treated  in  gaoL  They  thought  it 
Tio  more  a  sin  to  kill  a  protestant  than  a  dog. 
Had  it  not  been  that  they  were  so  soon  quashed, 
they  would  have  fought  with  each  other  for  the 
property  of  the  protestants — ^they  were  beginning 
before  the  battle  of  Vinegar-hill.  Ever  since 
the  rebellion  I  never  heard  one  of  the  rebels  ex- 
press the  least  sorrow  for  what  was  done ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  have  heard  them  say  they  were  sbrry 
while  they  had  the  power  they  did  not  kill  more, 
and  that  there  was  not  half  enough  killed.  I 
know  that  the  rebels  were  determined  to  rise  if 
the  French  should  come,  and  I  believe  they  did 
not  give  up  half  their  arms ;  there  are  guns, 
bayonetSf  and  pikes,  hid  in  the  country.  (.•.) 
Now,  gentlemen,  remember  what  I  tell  you — 
if  you  and  the  protestants  are  ever  in  the  power 
of  the  catholics  again,  as  they  are  now  in  yours, 
they  will  not  leave  one  of  you  alive,  you  will 
aU  go  smack  smooth  ;  even  those  that  cam- 
.  paigned  with  them  would,  in  the  end,  have  been 
billed — I  have  heard  them  say  so  many  times. 
Taken  before  us,  August  2Sd,  1799. 

qHKIST.  WILSON,  Sheriff, 
JOHN  H.  LYSTER, 
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N.  B.    From  tbia  mark  (.*.)  Beaghan  ^;>oke 
'Without  having  been  asked  any  ciuefttionfi  ;  and* 
3poke  with  an  earnestness  and  in  a  manner  that 
flbewed  his  sincerity. 


From  my  inquiries  concerning  Father  ShaUow^ 
of  Adamstown,  I  believe  that  he  n^ver  vrat  to 
Carrickburn^amp,  or  Scullabogue-honse,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  release  of  pri- 
soners, in  which  he  succeeded  not,  except  that 
one  poor  girl  escaped  by  his  means,  aaad  that  he 
vas  chiefly  instrumental  in  the  liberatioii  of 
young  Mr.  Lett  of  Kilgibbon.  Miss  Lett,  of 
Kilgibbon,  had  voluntarily  accompanied  her 
brother  to  ScuUabogue,  and  was  not  a. prisoner 
there.    She  returned  with  her  brother  wbbn  be 

was  liberated. 

# 

NUMBER    IV. 

Thefollofwing  is  copied  from  the  appettdkc^  No.  6, 
of  Dr.  Duigenan's  "  Fair  Representation  of 
the  present  political  State  of  Ireland. 

'^  It  is  but  justice  to  observe,  that  it  is  alleged 
*''  in  bebalf  of  the  late  Cornelius  Grogan,  Esq. 
♦'  that  his  residence  was  only  three  miles  from 
**  the  town  of  Wexford;  that  he  was, advanced 
**  in  years,  and  very  infirm  ;  that  the  rebellion 
'♦  broke  out  very  suddenly  and  unexpectedly ; 
^'  that  his  infirmities  di;sabled  him  from  retreating 
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^^  filMD  the  rebels  m£ti  that  expedition  which 
*  could  gite  him  any  reasonable  hopes  of  escape ; 
'^  that  the  rebels  imagined  die  presumed  coun* 
*^  teaance  and  support  of  a  gentleman  pf  Iris 
''  rank  and  consequence  would  acquire  credit  to 
*'  their  cause ;  and  when  they  had  him  in  their 
"  power,  they  conferred  on  him  what  title  they 
^'  pleased,  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  acquiesce, 
•*  for  the  preservation  of  his  life  among  such  a 
''  sAvage  banditti ;  and  that  he  never  acted  as 
'  "  commissary-general  of  their  army,  or  in  any 
*^  military  capacity  among  them :  and  indeed  ifc 
''  is  very  certain,  that  whatever  title  of  general 
V  or  commander  they  might  have  given  him,  he 
"was  utterly  incapable  of  undertaking  or  per- 
<*  forming  any  active  service,  being  much  ad- 
-"  vanced  in  years,  and  a  great  martyr  to  the 
**  gout     His   two  brothers,    Thomas   Grogan 
"  Knox,    and  John    Knox  'Grogan,    at   the 
*^  same  time  were  eminent  for  their  loyalty  and 
."courage;  and  in  the  rebellion  one  of  them 
"  (Thomas)  was  slain,  gallantly  charging  the 
♦^  rebels  at  the  battle  of  Arklow,  at  the  head  of 
^'  a  brave  coips  of  yeomen  raised  by  him.    The 
**  other  brother  John  Knox  Grogan)  was  many 
**  years  a  cavalry  officer  in  the  king's  army,  (the 
"  5th  and  1 8th  light  dragoons)  and  is  a  gentleman 
♦'  of  great  honour  and  integrity."    To  this  may 
be  added,  conceruingthe  last  named  gentleman, 
$hat  as  captain  he  raised  the  Healthfield  yeoman 
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cavalry  in  September^  179^;  that  he  went  to 
Enniscordiy  with  twelve  of  his  men,  when  h^ 
was  informed  that  it  was  to  be  attacked  the  S6th 
of  May,  and  continued  ther^  with  captain  So- 
]on;ion  Richards  and  bis  corps,  during  that  nig-ht 
and  Sunday  morning,  doing  all  in  his  power  to* 
disperse  the  rebels,  who  were  then  burning  the 
protestants'  houses  about  that  neighbourhood ; 
that  when  serjeant  Stanley  had  yet  to  force  his 
way  to  Cork,  to  hold  a  commission  on  the  rebels 
there,  captain  Grogan,  with  fourteen  of  his 
men,  conducted  him  safe  to  Waterford  the  27th 
of  May ;  that  on  the  S8th  he  applied  to  general 
Fawcet  for  a  good  force  to  bring  to  Wexford. 
The  general  gave  him  an  order  for  two  hundred 
of  the  Donegal  militia  and  a  six-pounder.  He 
left  New  Geneva  at  four  o'clock  that  evening, 
and  arrived  at  Wexford  with  them  at  seven 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  the  2Pth.  In  the  retreat  of 
the  army  from  Wexford  the  next  day,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  neck,  as  he  marched  with  his 
corps  in  the  advanced  guard.  I  should  also  add 
that  I  lived  many  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Thomas  Grogan  Knox,  who  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Arklow^  and  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of 
great  benevolence  and  generosity. 


The  following  is  a  true  copy  of  a  Letter 
written  by  fieauchamp  Bagenal  Harvey  to  the 
rebels  at  the  station  of  Three-rocks,  at^hc  request 


'-^ 
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of  several  magistrates,  about  two  hours  before 
the  evacuation  of  Wexford  by  the  king's  troops. 
He  was  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  it,  ill  of  the 
gout 

'*  I  have  been  treated  in  prison  with  all 
possible  humanity,  and  am  now  at  liberty.  I 
have  procured  the  liberty  of  all  the  prisoners.  If 
you  pretend  to  Christian  charity,  do  not  commit 
massacre,  or  bum  the  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants; and  spare  your  prisoners'  lives. 

B,  B.  HARVEY.^ 

Wednesday,  May  30,  1/98.  . 


The  place»  of  confinemcnl 
in  Wexford,  while  the  town 
the  rebels,  are  thus  stated, 

:  of  loyalist  prisoners 

was  in  possession  of 

with  the  number  of 

prisoners  in  each. 
In  the  jail 
In  the  market-house 

148 
48 

In  the  barrajk 
In  the  prison  srhip 
In  the  court-house 

36 

In  a  private  house 

3 

In  all  -  -  260 
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NUMBER  V. 

RSMARKS      ON       Sift        RICHJiRD        HCTSORIVb's 
MBMOIRS    OP    REBELLIONS     IN     IRSLANI>« 

Sir  HiCHARD,  residing  ift  the  capital,  col- 
lecting R  perplexing  mass  of  materials  of  the 
same  kind,  and  having  no  personal  knowledge 
of  the  transactions  in  the  country,  has  been  led 
into  a  multitude  of  errors  of  little  moment. 
Those  few,  indeed,  which  I  think  proper  at 
present  to  notice,  are  hardly  of  any  consequence. 

In  page  344  of  the  quarto  edition,  he  says, 
that  Gorey  was  attacked  on  the  SOth  of  May  by 
a  numerous  body  of  rebels.  This  is  totally 
destitute  of  foundation, '  except  that  a  great 
number  of  women  were  assembling  at  the 
distance  of  three  or  four  miles,  with  intention  of 
marching  tq  pluftder  the  town,  which  hayd  been 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner  deserted  by  the 
army.  This  female  brigade,  liowever,  dispersed 
without  approaching  the  town,  on  a  false  report 
of  the  advance  of  a  body  of  Welch  cavalry. 

He  says  in  page  442,  that  our  troops  got 
possession  of  Gorey  on  the  12th  of  June.*  They 
certainly  did  not  till  the  1 9th,  the  day  previous 
to  that  of  general  Needham  s  memorable  march 
to  Vinegar-hill. 

In  his  appendix,  page  «3,  he  says  that  Father 

*  He  has  cocrectcd  this  in  his  thiid  edition* 


Mcirphy*s  jounu^l  was  fofund  by  captain  Hi^^ 
Moore.  It  wu  foofsd  by  an  ofiicer  of  the 
fensible  regiment  of  Durham  infantry,  Ueute* 
nant^colonei  Bainbridge,  from  whom  captain 
Moore  procured  it,  as  be  also  procured  a  plan  of 
the  battle  of  Arklow. 

In  pagQ  431,  he  calls  Father  Philip  Roche  an 
inhuman  savage.  So  far  as  his  having  a  rough 
and  boisterpQs  exterior,  and  his  being  often  in  a 
tate  of  intoxication,  the  term  may  in  3oib0f 
degtee  be  applicable;  but  for  a  charge  of  cruelty 
against  hhn^  I  can  find  no  foundation.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  heard,  from  indubitable  author 
rity,  many  instances  of  his  active  human  ity%  1 
knew  Father  Roche  foi-  some  years  before  the 
rebellion,  and  he^  was'  certainly  not  a  favourite 
with  me,  as  I  disliked  his  rough  familiar  mamier, 
and  Ms  too  frequent  indulgence  of  ebtfiety ;  but 
his  behaviour  in  the  rebellion  has  convinced  me^ 
that  lie  possessed  a  humane  and  generous  hearty 
with  an  uncommon  share  of  personal  coovage* 
My  information  comes  from  numbers  of  protest 
tants,  who  were  protected  in  his  camp. 

I  ^have  already  elsewhere  noticed  Sir  Richard's 
estimate  of  the  population  of  Ireland.  He  sup- 
poses the  number  of  men  capable  of  bearing 
arms  iji  the  county  of  Wexford  to  be  sixty^nine 
thousand ;  from  which  we  must  infer  the  number 
of  persons  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  in  this  county 
to  be  three  hundred  and  forty «iive  thousand;  since 
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males  of  the  niilHary  age  constitute,  in  Eui^opean 
countries  a  fifth  part  only  of  tiie  vhole  popu* 
lation.  He  supposes  the  county  of  Wexford  to 
contain  a  thirty^fourth  part  of  the  number  of 
people  in  the  whole  island:  hence  we  are  to 
infer  the  number  of  people  in  the  whole  island 
to  be  eleven  millions  and  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  !  I  know  of  no  rational  estimate 
of  the  population  of  Ireland,,  exc^t  that  of 
Chalmers* 

In  page  370  he  plainly  innnuates,  that  all 
those  among  the  rebels  who  were  above  the  rank 
of  the  vulgar,  some  of  whom  he  particularizes  by 
name,  were  guilty  of,  or  consenting  to,  the 
massacre  of  protestants.  John  H17,  however^ 
who,  to  the  infamy  of  his  memory,  murdered  a 
man  called  Grqr  Thomas,  on  Vinegar-hill,  was 
the  only  Romish  gentleman  whom  I  consider, 
from  what  I  have  heard,  as  guilty  of  murder, 
from  motives  of  religious  hatred;  yet  I  am 
informed,  that  even  this  murder  arose  from  a 
private  picfue  in  Hay.  Some,  whose  names  1 
have  already  mentioned,  were  certainly  men  of 
active  humanity ;  and  some  were  never  nev  any 
scene  of  massacre  at  the  time  of  its  perpetration. 
Of  this  piece  of  fortune  several  have  since  good 
cause  to  be  glad,  since  their  successful  fhter^ 
ference  to  prevent  murder  might  have  been 
brought  against  them  as  a  proof  of  their  having 
a  command,  among  the  rebels,  and  might  have 
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brought  them  to  the  gailows.  I  know  of  no 
religious  murders  committed  at  the  camps  of 
Three-rocks^  Carrickburii,*  Slyeevekeelter,  or 
Lacken,  where  men  of  education  and  property 
presided.  I  know  many  protest^nts,  whose 
names  I  could  mention,  who  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  rebels  in  these  camps,  none  of  whom  ever 
heard  of  any  murders  of  protestants  committed 
in  them;  The  places  of  butchery  were  V inegai:-^ 
hill  and  Wexford;  besides  that  many  murdeis 
were  committed  here  and  there  in  the  country. 
Concerning  one  person  mentioned,  in  the 
above-quoted  page,  Jeremiah  Fitzhenry,  from 
whom  I  took  a  lease  of  the  place  where  I  now 
ntside,  I  have  made  a  very  plarticular  inquiry. 
Whether  he  had  any  command  among  the  rebels,  - 
may  he  a  matter  of  doubt;  my  opinion  is,  that 
he  had  none ;  but  I  have  not  a  shadow,  of  reason 
to  iiuspect  that  he  was  near  any  place  of  murder 
at  the  time  of  its  commission,  or  that  he  ever 
approved  of  the-perpetration  of  such  acts.f  Mr. 

*  Scullabogue  Iks  at  tlie  foot  of  Carrickbuin  mounUdn  ; 
Imt  At  the  time  of  the  massacre  no  encampment  existed  there. 

f  To  prevent  misconception,  I  here  copy  Sir  Richard's  own 
vords. 

<*  Unwilling  ^to  di^ust  the  reader,  I  will  give  him  a  circum* 
*<  stantial  account  of  but  a  few  of  the  various  cruelties  pxactised 
**  on  the  victims  who  were  immolated  on  Vin^;ar-hiU  hj  thesv 
'*  ferocious  fanatics ;  had  they  been  perpetrated  by  the  di^  of 
**  the  people,  some  allowance  might  have  been  made  for  the 
^  force  of  xeligioos  bigotry  on  the  minds  of  the  vulgar  bardi 

pd 
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Thomas  Townsend,  liarrister  atlav»  andm^nbor 
of  the  last  Irkt^  parlta9ieiit»  intimately  aoquai^tted 
irith  political  ^IBait%  at  Cosk,  as  lM(iii|^  araouel 
to  the  general^  commandiog  in  tiie  wotfaem 
ilistricty  in  the  time  of  the  rebdUon^andmiiieBjt 

"  but  7e  li.ay«  to  lament  that  many  perfona  wiK>se  lirtK,  €4o« 
**  cation,  or  opulence,  raised  than  far  Aote  that  descrlptioo, 
"^^  Were  present  at,  or  were  contenting  to,  l!ie  perpetration  of 
^  ^  ifcese  atrocitice ;  fpr  w  flri  libt  they  iy6i#mintM<l^  b  ^ 
« iditt  can>|i»  where  thqr  daity;  toql|  phicyit  ^^  4^  iMf 
ff  QooU  i^t«f  pref^tt4  them  k  unqye^Uc^^li^  >  fot  qaiiviUu^ 
**  that  I  could  discover  ever  occurred,  that  the  peTKmal  mtcr- 
**-  fe^ence,  or  the  written  protecdoa  of  a  rebel  officer,  or  obe  of 
^  their  i^iests,  cBd  not  ^ve  the  life  •f  a  person  iestin^sdto 
^^tnictioB. 

^  Ms.  Wiltaatelr^,  II  Mmc  4»4a im^ 
««coft^y,  ufa^  1^  e^rfj  in;  th^  c^ny.  i/k.  F^tdi^SflW^ 
<'  ((inqprl^  $  |i;ierQ^ai^t»  and  ^eH  edu^ted,  l^ld  that  ra^ }  and 
**  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was  educated  for  die  bar,  wei» 
^  officers  there :  ode  Kelty,  an  opulent  farmer  netf^t&at  toim» 
« a  rebel  Officer,  vh«  has  been  katagtdl:  tU  btM4f  Lnfe 
*<Byriie,atMtee|»aQitolwaaoaiuia^pq|bitf^^ 
«'^Kfessl*.C^dt^9*  W^mi,  ib<y-'wyi«^  aft4  nfiU^  pA} 
^  Marineth,  a  farmer,  was  wealthy;  Andrew  Farrel  was  in  good 
**  dtcunifitniiwsfc  and  yet  he  una  a«tfiArQ  in  piloiftHtet  ^  amssa- 
«^cia» :  JbKttiakFi^MM^,  «a»dtto  J4dbiC<Miil^'%«^ 
«(ir^of  tilHi  «»ptotfvi^oC  theFiJUlNsnr3(«49l^9(>«^^ 
^  of  Wexford :  JohnColdough,  of  a  family  highly  respegMMfc 
"  ^W9^?V«3fnte4  tJi^  cpuaj^,,  w.v  Wl  e*M*ed, 
^*  af4  lA  good  cii:cui9M)UM9e%  di^^pecflvinsQlDgf  )iiM4i^  tp 
^  theinlijy9x^^Qf  iuV3i)tieism»  He  ^«i  tibe  oo]j^  gs^t  that  I 
'<  cofild  IcaxA  of  bis^  Cvniljf.  Messrs.  Qiy^i  #>ld  Wi^mp^ 
^  %9i«.  w^«e  xqbol  r.hjtftftaiB»>  aivl  a^lti;4ded  the  cs^i^-'* 
.  ^YiiiMC9Ab«P}toWm9A4^Wi»aW^«^ 


tbei»^OfNt^elyi(;(Hi|riidicta^  from  biir  6wn  li»ow«- 
UAge^Ae  fe»^i%  iteteiMiifc  of  Sir  hkkmd, 
cootMiMiwNow  XI.  of  btaa^pendiXy  '*  Thecm*- 
''jqpicacy  wasio&iiitely  iiiM»  tei^il:  m  theci^ 
;of  Cork  tbaa  4a  D:iAliii|  becavae  the  ^oteifaalE 
of  the  esUMisb64  ehurob,  whbae  dssl^ctioiit  w« 
xnedttat^7  w^e  smck  loifor  in  pvoptoHioli  to  the 

firmed  Md0r§af^»ci^9i  Hbe,  vigilance  aad  «i€ii- 
tiotM^pf  tbeexMutivepo^r  w^6re  not  so  octtvo 
asd;  vigorOM  as  w  the  tnTetropoIis,  the  seat  of   . 
jgov<ci!d|oent      Tkcfe    was    great    di'saffecttoa 
l^aH)i]|;  t)ie  pof  ish  yeoMeai  pvticulariy  *w  the 
Cork    legiott.     Swtoiy    ted    Donorab,    two 
ieadisra  ip  ti^  eoospifacy,  ood  DrtnpiEt&B^  OM#f<- 
mi^  mmbers  cf  it  mtil  thejf  utere  4arreitei^ 
^f»fB/^  of  tbem  >wn^  to  perscms  who^  faooaifie 
afpi ot«:9,>  ti«^  tiiey  totered  kslto  k  merely  to 
<obtaia  armsy    and  a   knoNrledge    of  niilitar^ 
disaipliaf^/'     Mn    ToMmi^end,    anM%     oth^ 
asMprtiOti^  afl&nns*  ii»  reply,  that,  ''  Ove  oi  the 
n^ofift  wddeii  and  diligtet  searcbe^  fdr   arBi% 
vhkb  perkaps  e^er  took  place,  was  ma^  at 
Cork,'  and  stsek  vas  the  pmdent  t^giotur  witlk 
wkicb it  had  been  directcii^  that  ereb  the  super* 
mimerafy  weapons  of  the  yeomaMy  of  the  city 
v^re  afijsai^,  af^i  de|ios4i;ed  in  proper  phvce^; 
»nd  notwitl>9tanding  ihe   caddeimea,  wextent^ 
and  seal  of  the  seateh^  m#  abapefmtr  hmdrti 
9taad^mrm  (if  tkrtan»wili  i^t^)  m$id  ht 
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found  in  that  great  city;  Kod  th&C  vef^' almost 
entirely  fowling-pieces,  pistote,  swords;  and  even 
«word-canes."  With  respect  to  the  organization, 
be  says,  "  Ifuhe  most  consistent  and  creiifblc 
testimdny  be  unquestioned,  the  organized  sections 
dn  the  diree  districts,  into  v^rhich  the  city  was 
divided,  had  nbt  proceeded  beyond  the  section 
-No.  83,  amounting,  in  a  population  computed 
to  be  near  one  hundred  thousand,  to  one  thtmsand 
tmd' seventy-nine"  Of  the  three  men  arrested 
l)elongnig  to  the  Cork  legion,  which  consisted 
of  eight  hundred,  Sweeny  had  been  expeHed  a 
considerable  time  before  his  arrest,  and'  had 
sever  been  again^  admitted ;  Donovan,  though 
prosecuted  with  great  acrimony,  was  acquitted 
and  restored  to  his  place  in  the  legion;  and 
Drtnnane  was  arrested  unaccused,  and  enlarged, 
wthout  any  other  examination  than  what  he 
himself  liad  scdicited,  from  a  court  of  inquiry 
After  his  ttbecation.  The  most  abandoned  of  all 
the  informers;  and  they  tvere  in  general  the  most 
^gradedj  .ir^oinousj  and  sanguinary  of  mankind 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  blew  the  .lightest 
lireath.of  auspicion  upon  that  gentleman/* 
.  The  chief  part  of  Sir  Richard's  reply  is,  that 
'Mr.  ToMHsend's  patnphlet  is  '^  scoiited  and  con- 
^mned  by  ail  the  loyal  citizens  of  Cork."  Ab 
I  am  jioC  acquainted  with  tliese  citizens,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  judge  between  the  baronet  and 
the  lawyer;  .hut  I  know  that  Sir  R.  sometimes 
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applies  the  term  all  to  a  part;  and  scouting 
arguments  have  no  force,  unless  the  scout&s  be 
Men  of  reflexion,  judgment,  and  candour. 
\  Of  the  difference  between  the  superior  and 
tefcnor  classes  of  Romanists,  the  following  is  an 
instance.  A  labouring  peasant,  who  took  the 
title  of  captain  Gormaghan,  went  one  Sundajr 
morning  into  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Francis^  rector  of  Killegny,  and  after  threatening 
to  cut  off  the  arm  of  a  son  of  Mr.  Francis, 
because  he  could  not  dextrously  sign  his  fore- 
head with  a  cross  in  the  Romanist  manner,^ 
drove  out  the  whole  family  before  him  to  the 
Romish  chapel,  declaring  that  no  religion; 
except  that  alone  which  God  permitted,  must 
any  longer  be  professed  Tlie  Fitzhenry 'family, 
who  formed  part  of  the  congregation,  were  at 
this  scene  evidently  affected  with  deep  concern,' 
which  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  the 
unfeeling  crowd.  They  advised  in  whispers  the 
distressed  family  to  endeavour  to  hide  their 
g^ef  from  the  fanatic  mob ;  and  administered 
such  comfort  as  the  fear  of  ofibnding  the  igno- 
rant bigots  {permitted.  That  this  captain  Gor- 
maghan has  never  been  n]olested  since  the 
rebellion,  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  moderation  of 
the  protestants  of  this  parish ;  as  also  one 
Michael  Wicken,  and  one  Philip  Dillon,  wha 
insisted  on  having  these  protestants  put  to  death, 
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and  foamed  with  rage  when   the  vet|  «C'^ 

Romanists  would  liot  consent  to  it* 

To  regard  the  Romanists  of  Ireland  w  a^l^lw 
Idgotted  and  disloyal,  I  must  consider  ap  h^hly 
unjust  I  know  that  the  ignorant  muVt^md^t 
^ink  their  orwn  religion  the  only  one  admitted 
by  God,  and  that  to  suppress  all  others  ia  meif- 
torious.  Some  perhaps  of  a  i;ank  above  tlni 
vulgar,  admit  the  same  doctrine,  which,  hov*r 
ever,  must  be  inwardly  rejected  by  every  reflects 
ing  person  who  takes  reason  for  his  guide ;  ap4 
such  are  certainly  to  be  found  ^rnong  Iri^ 
Romanists.  Many  military  officers^  I  believe^ 
can  testify  for  the  good  h^h^viour  of  the  jRoman^ 
('atholip  soldiers  under  their  cQinmaiid,  in  tj^^ 
time  of  the  rebe^ion,;  and  X  thinH  that  many  pr^ 
testapt  clergymen  will  adqiit,  that  they  rccovef 
tl^ir tithes  with  muph  less  trouble  from  B|9ali^liffe9 
than  fro^)  any  other  peopli;  of  religion}  deQ<K 
nipation,  qot  excepting  even  t\m^  «if  tho 
^tablished  church.  Th^  a\UhQF  ef  t\^  JMura* 
^ve  of  transactions  ft(  l^iUalai  so  qftep  ftbt«4y 
quoted^  speaks  of  many  Rjom^nists  «^  prepffty 
in  ths^t  quarter  unwiUing  to  t^e  ai^fis  l^^Ril 

*  Tbis  account  of  tbe  l^ehaviour  of  the  Fitzhenrys  I  ha4  ftm 
Mr.  Fr^cis*8  eldest  daughter. 

1  find  that  thnf  captain  Ooimaghan,  who  commhted  this  out- 
isge  on  Mr.  Fcancis  and  his  family,  behnmi  remarlMy  w«n 
tos^mi  otbermq(ftl9J9«i|hKll^wfia<m«to4  HWMff 
IVicken  6r  Dillon. 


tlM*B|itisli  govemoaent ;  I  believe  that  many  endi 
nay  be  fottttd  i&  tbe  south  of  Irelaxid  ako^  Bui 
if  tbqr.  have  in  general  a  dblike  to  protestaatB 
and  to  British  government,  unkiadneM  canntft 
remedy  the  evil  I  choofte  not  at  present  to  enter 
into  this  sutgect  inrtber,  than  to  add^  that  some 
ol^tiQiis  to  certain  measures  with  respect  to 
the  Romatiitts  of  Ireland  seem  to  be  removed 
wiA  the  local*  parliament  of  this  island. 

In  the  above  quoted  page  Sir  Riehard  has 
made  a  mistake,  which  .probably  himself  has 
corrected  befofe  thil  He  reckons  Messrs^ 
Ckidd  asd  Walsh^  of  Enniteortl^^  among  the 
rebel  commanders,  md  taoiUy  fixes  the  censure 
on  William  Codd,  who  is  ^ell  known  to  have 
behaved  with  loyally^  and  to  have  had  no  conr 
neicion  io  this  business  with  Walsh.  In  the  next 
pagCilie  has  made  a  trifling  mistake  in  eonsider* 
lag  John  H^ry  Coleloughas  tlie  only  Bomsnist 
of  bis  family^  aud  a  person  debased  by  religious 
iMgotiy,  The  branch  of  iatnily  to  which  he 
belonged  were  all  Reman  eatiiolics }  ^  he  Wat 
certainly  in  an  Uncommon  Atgt^  liberal  m 
religious  matters^  and  a  foe  to  bigotry^ 

We  are  not  to  consider  all  ad  indubitable  faot^ 
which  have  been  srworA  by  the  Idwini.soit  o#peo«^ 
pie  agamst  prJEsoneis  on  trial  >  some  evidences  of 
this^  description  being,,  on  these  Oocasiovs,  far 
enough  from  beiiq^  unexceptionable*  Jhm  that 
Thomas  Clopney^    as  was  swoni  mt  his  trials 
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ordered  the  church  of  Qld  RoM  to  be  buni^ 
and  when  he  saw  it  in  flames,  excllumedj  tlial 
^' the  devil's  house  was  then  bfartiing^/'  appears 
to  mc  very  doubtful. 

•  The  facts  asslierted  in  the  affidavits  and  narra- 
tives of  respectable  persons,  such  as  Mirs.  Heydon, 
(see  page  95 — 97  of  the  appendix)  are  absolutely 
unquestionaole :  but  other  facts  might  also  be 
related,  which  in  some  cases  would  give  a  some- 
what different  complexion  to  afikirs.  Thus  the 
massacre  of  thirty-six  profestants  on  Bloody 
Friday,  affirmed  in  the  affidavit  of  James  Pippard, 
deputy  sovereign  of  Gorey,  (page  147)  is  un- 
questionable: but  we  are  not  informed  in  this 
affidavit,  that  a  considerable  number  of  Romanists 
had  that  day  been  put  to  death,  in  and  about 
Gorey,  some  of  whom  were  kinsmen  of  those 
who  were  most  active  afterwards  in  this  massacre 
of  the  protestants.  But,  perhaps,  the  reader  mil 
say,  these  Romanists  who  had  been  slaughtered 
were  rebels.  Doubtless  some  of  them  were,  and 
well  deserved  their  fate;  yet  the  feelings  of 
rebels  and  their  kinsmen  may  be  similiar  to  those 
of  loyalists^  and  they  may  in  like  manner  endea* 
vour  to  retaliate.  That  all,  however,  were  guilty, 
may  be  doubtful,  since  a  few,  who  were  brought 
into  the  town  for  slaughter,  were  libe^tted  at  the 
intercession  of  some  humane  yeomen,  who  knew 
them  to  be  innocent  Que  Toole,  who  was  one 
of  the  most  active  in  this  massacre  of  the  pro* 


^'tants,  has  smce  been  acquitted  in  a  trial  fay 
juiy  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  This 
unfortunate  afEaifi  in  which  some  of  the  best 
and  most  inoffensive  protestants  of.  the^  coiintay 
lost  their  liv^s,  originated  from  a  mistake  in 
general  Needham's  express,  and  the  temerity  of 
a  few,  as  I  have  already  related.  Notwithstand* 
ing  the  fury  of  the  rebels  on  this  occasion^  they 
spared  the  lives  of  some  who  fell  into  their  hands» 
particularly  John  Nun,  Esq.  of  Gorey.  "the 
execution  of  revenge  by  one  party,  excites  a  ' 
spirit  of  revenge  in  the  opposite ;  and  if  both 
protestantsand  Romanists  would  attend,  as  much 
lis  I  wish  them,  to  the  essentials  of  Christianity, 
they  would  exchange  complete  forgiveness  mu* 
tually,  and  live  in  that  harmony  which  their 
common  Redeemer  has  in  his  doctrines  reeom* 
mended. 


COPY    OF    A    LETTER    OF    POCi^R  CAULFIELD, 
TO  JAMES  BOYDE,  ESQ.  WEXFORD. 

SIR, 

With  equal  surprise  and  concern  I  have/ 
lately  been  told,  that  it  is  whispered  about,  you 
have  many  grievous  charges  against  me,  as  many  as 
would  hang  fifity  men.  If  this  report  be  founded 
in  truth  conscious  innocence  presses  me  to  request, 
and  I  expect  from  your  candour,  that  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  let  me  know  it;  for  I  do 
not,-  nor  will  I  skulk^  or  fly  from  justice,  or  th» 
laws.     I  shall  be  here,  or  in  the  neighbourhood, 
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Cpctily,  and  ready  to  awirtr  aogr  ItgH  Or  ffit 

call:    I  hope  you  vill  bdieve  met    when.  I 

aMUTC  yoot  that  I    dtell,    by  many  degrees^ 

prefer  innooeiit  death  to  ioglorknia  aad  wounded 

tiOQoun 

That  I  hare  been  foully  calumiiiated,  and 
noM  gtosaly  msulted,  w  too  notorious ;  and  that 
I  bore  it  in  all  meekness  and  patience  is  not  lees 
^o;  ndr  is  it  a  sei^ret^  though  dince  OTerlooked^ 
that  during  the  horrid  rebellion  in  Wexford,  I 
did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve  and  save 
lay  protestant  neighbours  and  their  property; 
and  if  I  did  not  more,  it  was  nufbrtunate  lor 
them  and  painful  to  me,  that  I  could  not  effkct 
it,  being  myself  in  constant  terror  for  my  life. 
Hie  fabrications  and  false  taks  of  the  ignoraafi 
and  prejudiced,  I  can,  I  thank  God,  despise; 
but  charges  of  treason  or  felqny  are  too  muchf 
for  a  Christian  innocent  man  to  bear. 

This  consideration,  I  hope,  will  make  my 
apblogy  forgiving  you  this  trouble;  and  humbly 
requesting  you  will  inform  me  how  I  stand  in 
that  respect, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  with  great  respect^ 

your  most  humble, 

and  most  obedient  servant 

JAMES  CAULFIELD, 

.BiBfallr,Ma]rI|^1800. 


The  Doctof ,  says,  that  he  never  ree^f  cd  My 
4twwer  to  the  foregoing  letter* . 


The  following  letter,  concerning  Doctor  Caul- 
field,  has  been  sent  to  me  with  a  request  that 
I  should  insert  it 

Dttblm,  doth  Maxch,  1798; 
SIE, 

I  AM  directed  by  my  Lord*Lieutenant  to 

desira  you  will  make  a  proper  acknowledgement 

to  the  titular  bishop,  who  lives  in  your  neigh* 

bourhood,  fo?  the  active  and  zealous  part  he  is 

taking  in  preserving  peace  and  good  order  among 

his  flock*    Exertions  of  this  nature  are  more 

particularly  called  for,   when  eveiy  artifice  is . 

employed  to  seduce  the  lower  orders  from  their 

all^pance,  to  inculcate  the  spirit  of  iHstrust  of 

their  protestant  brethien,  smI  to  goad  tbem  to 

acts  of  outrage  and  ioaurrection.  Those  ate  not 

the  patfaa  to  public  in^irovtment,  or  happiness, 

and  it  ts»  thereiorQ^  in  sudi  timea  v  these,  that 

thQ$e  mcaa  d«serv«  the  best  of  the  emtmumpf^ 

whO|   regaidless  of  tntimidaition,  and  s^^aibltf 

atooe  to  |ho  cal(  of  duty,  impress  ti»  obligationa 

of  obedience,  morality,  and  religion,  in  proportion 

a»  endeavoim  are  seade  to  diaaolve  duse  ties  of 

sQcijBty.    I  4m:  sure  you  iriU  oontinne  thai  lite, 

whid^  you  bav«adefte(i  for  prcscrraBg  the 

ftoo^  V^r  and  hanpoqy  of  yew  aeigbbotirhood. 
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irom  which  good  effects  have  already 'floHTdl, 
and  from  which  further  good  consequences  will 
naturally  follow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
'  ^  E.  COOKE. 

TO  C£SAR  CpLCLQUGH,   ^SQ. 
(of  PUFFKY-HALL.) 


Father  John  Murphy's  Journal^  fmnd  an  the 
.  jfield  of  battle  at  Jrklow,  by  lieutenant^colfinei 
JBainbrit^ey  of  the  Durham  femlMe  infantry^ 
and  sent  by  him  to  general  Needhqm. 

<*  Saturday  night,  May|26,  at  6  A,M. 
'^  179s,  began  the  r^ublic  of  Ireland,  in  Boula* 
"  vogue,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  barony  of 
^'  Gorey,  and  parish  of  Kilcormick,  commanded 
**  by  the  Rev.  DoctorMurphy,  parish  priest  of  the 
''  said  parish,  in  the  aforesaid  parish,  when  all 
V  the  protestants  of  that  parish  were  disarmed, 
^'  and,  among  the  aforesaid,  a  bigot,  named 
^'  Thomas  Bookey,  who  lost  his  life  by  his 
"  rashness. 

^'  86.  From  thence  came  to  Oulart,  a  country 
'^  village  adjoining,  when  the  republic  attacked 
'^  a  minister's  house  for  arms,  and  was  denied  of; 
^\  laid  siege  immediately  to  It,  and  killed  him 


'^  atid  Willis  forces ;  they  same  day  bamed  his 
.''  house;,  and  aU  the  oraxigenien^s  houses  in  thafc 
>«  axid  all:  thQ.adjoming' parishes  in  .that  .part  of 
**  the  cQuirtiy.  :   .  /' 

*' The  same  day  a  part  of  the  army,  to  the 

*^  amount  of  one  htmdred  and  four  of  infantry, 

<^and  two.  tn>op»   of  cavalry,  *  attacked   the 

*  ^  republic  on^  Oulart-hfll,  when  the  militaiT:  were 

^'repulsed. with  the  loss  of  one  hundred  and 

*^  twelve  mtsn,   and  the  republic  had  four  kille<( 

^'  a&d  th^n  w^ent  to  a   hiU  called  Corrigruay 

>^'Wbere*the  i^puUic  encamped  that'nigbt,  and 

^-^^  from  theciOB  went  to  a  town  called  Caihblln, 

"^  which  wa^  talcen  without*  resistance,  tod  the 

f^  same  day:  took  another  town  and  iUte  of  a 

**  bishop.     At  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  same 

^^  day,   they  laid  siege  to  Euniscorthyy  when 

*^  they  were  opposed  by  an  army  of  seven,  him* 

*^  dred  men,  then  they  were  forced  to  set  both 

^^  ends  of  the  town* on  fire,  and  then  took  &e 

''  town  in  the  space  of  one  hour,  and  then  ea- 

^'  camped  on  a  hill  near  the  town,  called  Vine- 

"gar-hiU, 

BRYAN  BULGER, 

DARBY  MURPHY,  hb  hand  and  pen. 

Dated  this  dptb. 

The  inaccuracy  of  this  incipient  journal  cannot 
escape  the  reader's  notice.  I  have  copied  it  from 
Sir  R.  Musgrave's  book,  as' he  doubtless  had  the 
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origiaati&oBi  general  Needbam.  A  cop^,  which 
^ftiendtaDttUin praqM94for  me,  hati$d\y  dUfers 
ftoai  i^.  Bblger  bat  been  secrefoQr  tt^  fanber 
Muq>hy.    By  the  ^afe  of  a  bi^iop^  k  meant 

,     ■!»'  *|1  l^^    III 

aiTfliBCEr  ro  thk  u>mi  BraHO'p' orULC^AiA* 

«  Iftqiw,  Oetbbsr  S0,  I^lje. 

',*|3(JV»  on  jthe  poiot  <»f  ifttttlDh^  to 
''  I'raiM^ei  Itbink  H  mg  di^ty  to  tesltfy  to  yoa 
''  the.  6Kti;4or4i«baiy  odteoiQ  wttk  wHkk  yov 
''  cqQ4vci  ba»  alw^yt  in^ired  Ae  Snce  I  have 
'^  hadJdM  good  fof  tune  of  beinifadqcmti ted  vith 
'^  yoii^  Ihave  always^  yegretb»l  that  tha  dBiace 
''  4if  W9f^  aod  aay  duty  as  a  mifiilary  oflbex^  bare 
'^dlflif^  me»  m  carsying  tfcc  «ioow^  of  vat 
'SiKtf  your  Bi^g^boiithdody    to  disturb    the 
''  do^iettiQ  btppMess  vbich  jroMiOi^oyedy^  aadof 
«  whidl  ytm  are  i4  ewry  renpect  a«orth>^    Ictt 
<'  isa|ipy,  if  in  ietumiiig  |M»  my  caufiti3r»  i  oatt'^ 
*^  flatter  myself  that  I  have  acquired  any  daim 
^'  to  your  estefni     Independently  of  other  rea* 
''  9»^  wl)iek  I  hvt^  foe  laving  and  esteeming 
*'  youy  the  representation  which  citiMft  Qiarost^ 
''  gives  me  of  all  your  good  offices  to  him  and 
'*  Ms  officers^  as  well  before  as  after  the  reduction 
"^  of  KflTala,  will  demand  for  ever  my  esteem 
'•^  and  gratitude. 


AtwmmXf  iro.  t(.  Aid 

'"^  T  Mtraat  you,  my  kird^  to  accept  my  liecla^ 

^^  ration  of  il^  and  to  impart  it  ti>  your  worihf 

''  I  anif  with  tbc  highest  esteem^ 

''  MY  |,O^D| 

^^  yWT  most  IwmUe  9ei:vant 


NUMBER  VI 

AT  A  OZSE.KAL  QUARTERLY  ]C£lptXKQ  OF  THS^ 
bpVSRNaRS  AKP  Q.OVEBNi;a4£S  OF  THE 
WEXF^D  fSkUAhS  nQHQQUOS  HTDlZSTRYy 
HXLS^  UN  7H1^  t9T  OAr  Of  FUB.  180^ 

It  wia3  miaaiiiiouslj  molvedy 

That  tihe  oondqcfc of  the  Ecndifet  thtf^  pi 
this  tevnv  in  compoBmi^  tiote  p«mita  «f  $iwjk 
ohildfcn  tf  tdKfi  icltgioo,  »i  were  pupiki  sil  ^wri 
8€hooi  tQ  \rildbcbr8Lv  tiiose  cfaiUien^  nn^  p(»i» 
of  exopmmunicaitioK^  excitca  quc  Mitpii«, 

That  the  leason  as$igntd  h^  thfi  Art.  Johm 
Cunio,  pariah  prifist  of  W«iw4  for  ti)^  iKi»s 
vithdrav%  via.  '^  t^at  attempta  had  bfe»  ma^ 
*^  to  seduce  them  from  their  leKgioiib''  appaais. 
to  ua  to  hate  na  othor  foundation  ilian;  91  too 
caqf  b^f  of  the  miarapittentmtiws  of  prnjiwdjiafv 
and  the  fictbiu  of  cftlunnor  ',^9Sii^  w«  catt.  lif  q» 
Mr.  Gocm  to  MJtttantwtf  tlM  ^liarise,  bj^MmiiMr 
tl^epataona  who  adtemfited  nxtdk  wdtiiotiofi.  a»d 
ptodttdni^  tbecbildiea  qb  whofB  iti  waftpa^lkedj^ 
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That,  had  such  attempts  beea  mad^  they 
>puld  not  justify  the  mode  of  conduct  whic^ 
has  been  adopted ;  as  it  does  not  appear  that 
complaint  was  ever  mad^  thereof  to  any  governor 
or  governess,  or  at  any  general  quarterly  meet- 
ing ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  interests  of  their 
religion  could  possibly  have  been  injured  by 
deferring  this  violent  measure  one  week  longer, 
when  the  general  quarterly  meeting  of  this  day 
would  have  afforded  an  opportunity  of  com- 
plaint and  redress.  * 

That  the  female  school  of  industiy  was  esta- 
blished at  a  time  of  universal  scarcity  and 
distress;  and  that  the  children  of  the  Romish 
religion  were  admitted  into  said  school,  and 
therein  educated,  and  in  part  clothed  and  ied ; 
not,  as  is  falsely  asserted,  to  induce  them  to 
barter  their  religion  for  the  supply  of  tlieif  wants ; 
{of .such  baseness  the  gcrvemors  and  governesses 
of  that  school  are  incapable,)  but  to  prevent 
those  wretched  children  from  falling  the  imme- 
diate victims  of  poverty  and  vice,  to  enable  them 
to  earn  their  daily  bread  by  honest  industry,  and 
to  teach  tliem  virtue. 

That,  when  this  subject,  if  cause  of  complaint 
did  actually  exist,  could  have  been  so  easily 
adjusted  by  a  temperate  conduct,  and  a  proper 
tepresentation,  on  the  part  of  the  Romi^  ckfgji 
of  any  grievance  or  defect,  which  occurred  to 
them  in  .the  arrangements  or  conduct  of  this 


APPENDIX,   Na  VI.  417 

uifsDt  in^itutiOB,  we  lament  the  precipitancy 
which  compels  M  to  order,  that  the  resolutions 
be  three  times  inserted  in  the  Dublin  Journal^ 
and  that  two  hundred  copies  of  them  be  printed 
for  circulation  here.   * 

(Signed,  by  order) 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY,  Sea 

,  Wexford,  Feb.  1,  1802. 


W£XFOEl>  POOR  SCHOOL  OF  lyDUjSTRT. 

Rev.  John  Corrin,  parish  priest  of  Wexford, 
having  been' particularly  censured  by.  the  gover* 
nors  and  governesses  of  the  Wexford  poor  school 
of  industry,  in  their  resolutions  of  the  1st  inst. 
published  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  and  in  hand 
bills,  deems  it  incumbent  on  him  to  lay  before 
the  impartial  public,  the  principal  reasons  which 
induced  the  Roman  catholic  clergy  of  Wexford 
to  admonish  the  Roman  catholics  to  withdraw 
their  children  from  the  female  poor  school  of 
industry  therein. 

Among  the  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  school,  it  was  a  fundamental  one^  that  no 
person  whosoever  should  be  permitted  to  inter- 
fere, in  any  manner,  with  the  respective  religion 
of  the  children;  and  to  prevent  any  jealousies, 
or  suspicions  of  such  interference,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  protestants;  should  be  sent  to  the 
church,  and  the  Roman  catholics  to  the  chape), 
,  to  be  instructed  in  the  catechisin.    Those  regu- 

X  e 


lations  have  been  TiotorioHsly  vielatefl.     On  Vkc 
day  the  children  |;ot  new  tilorties,  tlie  Roman 
tsatholics  were  conducted  in  procession  ftom  the 
ischool  to  the   church,    where  fcty  remaitied 
during  divine  service,   although  to  a  DMOSsagt^ 
from  one  of   the  governesses,    by    Miss  Jane 
Sutton,    to  Mr.  Corrin,    requesting  to    know 
whether  the  Roman  catholic  children  would  be 
permitted  to  appear  in  church  on  that  day,   it 
was  answered,  that  the  rules  tf  Hie  Roman  catho^ 
lie  church  forbid  its  memhei^s  to  join  in  dny  feli- 
^ous  xoorsh^  but  its  own  on  any  account  wluitso- 
ever.     2dly.  The  protestant  catechism  was  taugh  t 
publicly  in  the  school.      The  Roman  cathdIFc 
catechism  was  not.     The  consequence  of  this 
was  that  the  Roman  catholic  children,  ^hfn 
questioned  concerning   the  christian  doctrine^ 
answered  from  the  protestant  catechism,   and 
.  knew  more  of  it  than  their  own.      3dly.  They 
were  compelled  every  day'  to  join  the  protestants 
in  prayer.     4thly.  Four   of  the  children,  viz. 
Eliz.  Elliot,  Eliz.  Murphy,  Mary  M*Namay,^and 
Bridget  Doyle,  since  they  frequented  the  scliool, 
quitted  the  chapel,  and  went  to  church;  and  Mary 
M*Namay,  and  Bridget  Doyle  are  become  pro- 
testants.    5thly.  The  Roman  catholic  children 
were  compelled  to  work  on  the  days  C(ftnmdnded 
to  be  kept  holy  by  the  Roman  catholic  church. 

The  undernamed,  who  appear  to  be  the  best 
'informed  of  the  Roman  catholic  cliildren  of  the 


fcllpol^  tibeyouqgc^of  u'hQm  is,  ^  least,  twelve 
ye^d»  old,  fipiQe  of  them,  fourteen  s^^dfifteeil,  vi^. 
.£liz^l>)S)h,Br^€ne,  ^vy:  WJiitty,  MargaretJPiefce, 
Ann  X;^qp^eiits,  M»iy  jJwet,  A^^n  Synixot,  l^ary 
Civ^ms,  Elmh.  HWjco^t  Catheripe  Kirvan,  Mar- 
^ftr«tW»kIi,  Mary.WaUb,  Mary  Pjprce,  Juditii 
Gal)>  h^vesoj^fpqly  declared,  thatjIVj^^.  Gibsoq, 
one  of  .^be  mjst]:esse8  of  the  school,  Miss  liaqnah 
Jacob,  and  Af^ss  Charlotte  Turner,  the  two  nipst 
/re^eijit  visitors  of  the  .  ^hool,  ^(f  fircqyently 
.attacked  them  on  tbe.  difi^ent  points  of  tbeir 
^^ligion  aiHl  of  their  clergy,  that  scfircely  a  4ay 
passed,  ^specially  since  t^be  death  of  Afrs.  Parker^ 
but  they  hpard  something  s?iid  to. excite  in  theqi 
a.dqtestation  of  their  religipn,  ^fid  of  their  cl^rgy^ 
Tb^y  partipulvly  remember  that  Mrs.  Gibso|i 
.told  tbem  tbey  wesre  all  idol^tors;  that  tbey 
Jcept  but.  nine  cqmmandmcnts ;  tjb^  tbey  paid 
.divine  worship  to  images;  th»t  priests  hafi  np 
iinore  power  to  ^^plve  from  ^ins  tU^n  othei* 
men;  that  the  virgin  Msu'y  was  no. /more  \hfLa 
Any  piher  woman;  that  sb^  oiigbt  npt  to  bp 
.i:alled  ble^^ed;  that  it  was  a  fine  t^hipg  to  go  to 
/phiirc)i,  where  they  would  understand  what  the 
niinij^ter  staid  ;  and  Maiy  Cusiens  declares,  that 
Mrs.  (xibson.eQdeavpurfd  to  prevail  on  her  par- 
tiout^ar ly  to  go  to  church,  which  ^be  believes  - 
site  wpuld  have  done,  .had  she  not  b^en  with^ 
drawn  from  the  school.  Mrs.  Gibsron  told  them 
Ibe-Pppekepta  J/if^f  or  IfWd  woman.    She 
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frcqucntly  repeated  stories  of  the  incontineticy 
of  priests,  and  of  the  sad  fate  of  a  young  lady, 
who  was  so  intimate   with  a  priest,  that  her 
friends  were  obliged  to  use  violence  to  separate 
them.     She  said  that  no  people  were  more  cal- 
lous to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  poor  than 
priests,  and  instanced  a  case,  that  a  poor  woman 
had  died  lately  in  Bride-street  without  a  priest, 
as  Father  Corrin  would  not  attend  her,  because 
she  had  not  money  to  give  him.     Ann  Clements 
declared  that  Miss  Hannah  Jacob  endeavoured 
to  induce  her  to  become  a  protestant,  and  pointed 
out  several  texts  of  scripture  which,  she  told  her, 
plainly  proved  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Roman 
<:atholic  religion  was  false ;  and  she  believes  that^ 
had  she  not  been  withdra>ra  from  the  school, 
she  would  have  become  a  protestant     She  like- 
wise declared,  that  when  she  asked  Miss  Jacob's 
j!>ermission  to  read  the  Roman  catholic  catechisip 
for  the  ignorant  Catholic  children,  Miss  Jacob 
said,  she  would  not  permit  false  doctrine  to  be 
taught  in  that  school ;  she  also  declared,  tbat 
Mrs.  Gibson  beat  her  severely  for  vindicating  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Corrin,  when  his  character  was  aspersed 
by  one  of  the  scholars,  who  now  goes  to  church, 
and  said  she  fought  for  her  priest  like  a  game 
cock,  and  desired  the  scholars  to  call  her  nothing 
else  but  the  pet  fox.    That  the  protestant  chil- 
dren, from  thef  example  of  Mrs.   Gibspn,  had 
frequent  broils  with  the  Roman  catholics,  par- 
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ticularly  when  Mr.  Montgomery  was  last  absent. 
Ann  Synnoty  one  of  the  most  sensible  of  the 
Roman  catholic  scholars,  was  directed  to  give 
information  of  all  these  proceedings  to  Rev.  J. 
Elgee,  which  she  promise4  to  do.  It  is  now. 
discovered  that  she  failed  in  her  promise^  assignr 
ing  for  her  reason  that  she  would  have  no  hand 
in  depriving  Mrs.  Gibson  of  her  bread.  The 
above-mentioned  scholars  are  willing  to  confirm 
by  an  oath  their  respective  declarations,  when 
called  upon  by  competent  authority.  Mr,  Corrin, 
with  great  deference,  submits  this  plain  narrative 
of  facts,  M'ithout  any  comment^  to  the  en* 
lightened  and  unbiassed  of  every  religious  par- 
suasion.  They  will  appreciate  his  conduct,  and 
determine  whether  the  Roman  catholic  clergy  of 
Wexford  be  justly  cliarged  with  intolerance,  illi- 
berality,  or  impropriety,  in  admonishing  the 
Roman  catholics  to  withdraw  their  children  from, 
the  female  poor  school  of  industry  in  that  town^ 
when  it  had  ceased  to  be  conducted  conform- 
ably to  its  original  institution,  of  which  unrcr 
strained  liberty  of  conscience  was  the  basis  and 

most  prominent  feature. 

JOHN  CORRIN. 

Wexford,  l6th  Feb.  1802. 

The  reader  may  observe   that   Mr.   Corrin* 
avows  the  interdiction  of  catholics  from  being  . 
present  at  protestant  ceremonies ;  and  also  pro- 
claims tlie  interdiction  of  work  on  holy  days.  Fo? 
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the  former  interdiction  the  catholic  clergy  litfve 
reason,  as  without  it  their  flocks  nfiight  be 
gradually  thinned.  For  the  latter,  I  perceive  no 
adequate  object  The  consecration  of  a  great 
number  of  days  to  idleness,  if  not  also  to  vice, 
is  often  attended  with  serious  losses  to  indivi«> 
duals,  and  to  the  public. 

The  intervention  of  a  holyday,  followed  by 
an  unfavourable  change  of  weather,  has  occa- 
,  sioned  the  damage  or  loss  of  corn,  turf,  &c. 
The  catholic  church  of  France  has  abolished 
this  pernicious  practice,  regarding  fiftj'-two  Sun- 
days in  the  year  as  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of 
religion.  Will  that  of  Ireland  be  the  last  to 
admit  any  rational  reform  in  matters  of  manifest 
utilitv? 

The  violation  of  compact,  of  which  Mr.  Cor- 
rin  complains,  was  certainly,  if  committed  by 
iny^  not  very  honourable,  and  was  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  governors  and  governesses  iu 
general.  Miss  Turner  cleared  herself  by  affida%'it, 
independently  of  which,  I  believe,  she  was  ac- 
quitted in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Corrin, 
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NAMES  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  TH£^COtlKT-:a&j(a« 
TIAL  ON  SIR  EDWARD  CROSBIE«. 

Major  Denis,  of  the  9th  dragoons,  pr^i^eiil:. 
Captain  Martin,  of  the  9th  dragoons. 
Captain  Sheraton,  3Sd  regimemt. 
Capt  Buthin,  unattached. 
Lieut.  Loftus,  pth  dragoons^ 
Lieut  Roe,  Armagh  reginenb. 
Lieut.  Best,  half  pay. 
Lieut  Higgins,  9th  dragoons* 
Lieut  Ogle,  Armagh  regiment* 
Lieut.  Magrath,  North  Cork. 
Xieiit.  Bagwell,  9th  dragoons. 
Ensign  EUis,  Armagh  regiment 
Cornet  Fleming,  9tii  dragoons. 

''  The  insults  offered  to  her,"  (Lady  Crosbie, 
widow  of  Sir  Edward,  after  his  d^th)^  ^^  by 
''  the  military,  became  now  so  alarming;  that 
^^  these,  together  with  a  midnight  visit  from 
'^  colonel  Mahon,  of  the  9th  dragoons,  and  a 
'^  party  of  dragoons,  on  a  frivoloos  pcetence, 
^^  after  what  had  befallen  her  laanented  husband, 
^'  excited  in  her  no  utlreasonable  apprehensions 
'^  for  her  owa  security  :  and  she  was  obliged  at 
**  length  litera;Uy  to^y  for  refuge  to  Englmd." 
See  the  pamphkt,  page  9< 
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AN  EXACT  COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROU  MAJOR 
DENIS,  IN  ANSWER  TO  AN  APPLICATION 
FOR  THE  COPY. OF  THE  MINUTES  OF  SIR 
EDWARD'S  TRIAL. 

Moimt-Mellick,  Feb.  1, 1800. 

*'•  MADAM, 

"  I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  letter, 
**  representing  a  conversation  I  had  with  a 
<^  lady  at  Harrowgate,  respecting  a  transaction 
*^  which  occurred  durinj^  the  late  rebellion.  It 
^'  concerns  me  much  to  renew  a  subject^  which 
'^  /  h&pedwas  buried  in  ohtmon.  But  as  the  lady 
^'  has  thought  proper  to  mention  the  business, 
"  and  which  I  thought  I  was  on]y  speaking  on 
"  in  confidence,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
''on  her  representing  to  me  that  reflection  had 
'^  been  cast  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court* 
'^  martial,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  in  vindt- 
^'  cation  I  declared  my  sentiments,  observing  I 
'•  could  by  the  proceedings  prove  the  assertion  I 
^'  made.  The  lady  will,  I  am  sure,  do  m^  jus- 
"  tice,  to  recollect  what  my  sentiments  were  :— 
*'  that  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  bring  for- 
'*  ward  any  thing  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  any 
*'  of  the  family,  part  of  whom  I  had  been 
'^  acquainted  with  a  long  time,  and  had  the 
**  highest  respect  for.  No  stranger  has  seen 
"  from  me,  since  the  unfortunate  time  I 
'^  allude  to,  any  copy.  I  understand  applica- 
<'  tions  have  already  b^eti  made  to  my  superior 
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V  olEficcrs  for  such  a  copy :  I  think  myself  un- 
'^  warrantable  in  doing  so  at  present.  Any  thing 
**  in  niy  power,  consistent  with  what  I  conceive. 
"  propriety,  1  would  do  to  serve  lady  Crosbie, 
"  or  any  of  the  family ;  but^  in  the  present  case, 
^  I  am  sure  she  will  excuse  me. 

''  I  am,  madam,    . 
**  Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

HUM.  DENIS. 
I  imagine  the  original  proceedings  are  placed 
in  the  judge  advocate's  office. 


County  of  the  City^  GeorgeLucas^of  BtowneV 
of  Dublin  to  wit.  }  hill,  in  the  county  of  Car«- 
low,  farmer,  late  Shepherd  of  Sir,  Ed  ward  Wil;. 
liam  Crosbie,  of  View-mount,  in  the  said  county, 
maketh  oath,  that,  from  the  nature  of  this  the 
deponent's  employment,  he  w^s  constantly  about 
the  house  and  demesne  of  the  said  Sir  Edward 
William  Crosbie,  at  View-mownt,  aforesaid,  and 
from  thence,  and  from  his  observations  of  the 
conduct  of  the  said  Sir  Edward  William  Crosbie, 
both  before  and  after  the  attack  of  the  rebels  cm 
the  town  of  Carlow,  tliis  deponent  was  enabled 
to  give  very  material  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
said  Sir  Edward  William  Crosbie  upon  his  trial, 
for  which  purpose^this  deponent  was  directed  to 
attend  at  the  place  of  trial  by  lady  Crosbie,  the 
wife  of  the  said  Sir  Ed  ward  William  Crosbie.  And 
this  deponent  saith,  he  has  reason  to  believe that^ 
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if  the  said  Sip  Edward  WttKam  Cnshit  had  left 
lib  house  at  View-mouBt,  on  the  morahig  of  the* 
day  of  the  attack  of  Carlow  by  the  rebels,  and 
had  gone,  ot  attempted  to  gO|  itita  the  toini  of 
Carlow,  f<*^  the  purpose  of  giving  any  infonaa* 
tion,  or  at  all,  the  family  and  property  of  the 
said  Sir  Edward  Wliiiam  would  have  been  des- 
troyed Irjr  the  rebels^  whowere  mfull  fotre  about 
the  said  town  of  Carlo  w.     This  deponent  saith^ 
tdiat  he  accordingly  attended  on  the  Sd  and  4th 
days  of  June,  at  the  barrack  gate  m  the  town 
of  Carlow,  to  give  evidence  upon  the  said  trial ; 
and  saitth>  thst  on  the  4tk  day  of  Jime  this  de- 
ponent was  called  npon  to  go  wu  the  e^uit, 
and  to  give  evidence  for  the  said  Sir  Edwaitl 
William,  by  Robert  Ki^waii,  gaoler  of  Carlowv 
wfto  was  the  person  (as*  this  deponent  heard  and 
Relieves)  instructed,   by  the  said   Sir  Edward 
Vtlliain,  to  call  for  his  witn^ses ;  and  this  de- 
ponent thereupon  went  forward,  and  attennpted 
to  go  into  the  barrack-yard,   for  the  purpose  of 
giving  his  evidence  before  the  sadd  court,  npcMi 
the  trial  of  the  said  Sir  Edward  WUKam.  Cnosbie^ 
which  was  then  going  on.     And  this  deponest 
saith,  that  upon  his  attempting  to  go  forwaod^ 
for  that  purpose,  the  sentind,  thenonguai^, 
presented  his  bayonet  against  this  deponent^  and 
refused  him  entrance,  and  said  deponent  should 
not  go  in,  although  he  was  informed,  upon  this 
deponent  bemgso  called^  that  he  attended  as  a 


^f^ithess  n^on  the  said  trial. *  And  thi&  deponent 
saith,  that  Mary  Hutchimoity  and  other  matenal 
iditnesses^,  who  attended  to  give  evidence,  upon 
the  said  trial,  in  favour  of  the  said  Sir  Edward 
William  Crosbie,  xcere>  refused  admttance  in  the 
like  manner.  And  this  deponent  saith,  that  he 
is,  and  always  was,  a  protestant  of  the  church 
of  Ireland,  as  by  law  established,  ai^d  sarxtb^  he 
never  was  concerned  in  the  said  rebellion,  or  in 
any  act  in  favour  thereof;  and  was  always  a  true 
and  faithful  subject  to  the  present  established 
government.  And  this  deponent  saith,  that  this 
affidavit  is  made  at  the  special  instance  and  ie« 
quest  of  the  said  lady  Crosbie. 

GEORGE  LUCAS- 
Swpm  before  me  this  25th  day  of 

December  1800. 
Signed  JONH  CARLETON. 

*  <<  This  fact  was  communicated  to  colonel  Mahon,  imme- 
diately after  thd  trial,  by  lady  Crosbie  herself ;  who  waited 
on  him  as  commaading  ofScefy  aild  told  hitn,  that  whatever 
was  the  determioation  of  the  coiirtj  the  mustsolefeoitily  ^rottst 
against  its  being  pat  into  exoeution.  Upcul  which  he  satd^ 
pray^  madam,  what  grounds  have  you  for  such  delay  ?  Her 
answer  was,  upon  strong  grounds  indeed  ;  for  that  the  principal 
witnesses  in  Sir  Edward's  favour  were  prevented  frotn  coming 
into  court  to  give  sOch  Strong  evid^ee  In  his  fiiV<tttr>  as  ihust,  if 
received,  have  powerfiilfy  operated  ki  her  hmbind'g  vimlkttiaQ. 
<f  Good  G6d/  Madam,  are  you  certaiA  of  what  you  say?" 
'<>I  am,  sir,  and  can  pf  ove  it  on  the  oaths  of  those  prevented.*' 
ignorance,  therefore,  of  this  important  fact  formed  no  excuse 
for  the  execution  of  the  dreadful  sentence. 
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The  following  18  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
J^oissieTj  from  the  Reo.  Robert  Robinson,  who 
has,  with  the  lo^  of  his  parishioners,  and  the 
esteem .  of  the  gentry  all  around,  attended  the 
cure  of  TullaWy  these  thirty  years  past^  dated 
TulloWy  Jan.  30,   1799- 

"  You  R  letter  found  me  in  a  large  and  gay- 
company,  and  the  revulsion  it  occasioned  had 
su6h  an  effect  on  me,  as  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
describe,  but  which  no  friend  of  Sir  Edward 
Crosbie  need  be  ashamed  to  avow ;  and  that  I 
was  such  is  my  boast  and  my  pride,  notwith- 
standing the  rash  and  fatal  sentence  which  de- 
prived him  of  life.     No  difference  of  opinion 
could  ever  loosen  the  bonds  of  amity  between 
him  and  me,  or  cool  our  affection ;  and  as  to 
,  party  spirit,  although  I  profess  myself  as  loyal 
a  subject  as  any  in  his  Majesty  s  dominions,  and 
sincerely  abhor  the  rebellion,  which  has  of  late 
distracted   this  unhappy  country,  yet  I  should 
be  sorry  to  consider  myself  as  a  partizan.     I 
knew  Sir  £dward*s  political  sentiments  well,  and 
do  solemnly  declare,  that  he  never,  to  my  recol- 
lection, uttered  a  word  of  treasonable  tendency ; 
and  with  me  he  was  ever  unreserved.     Would  to 
God  he  had  been  less  so  to  others  I  I  will.tell  you 
the  two  grand  points  on  which  he  was  most  wann. 
One  was  that  he  thought  this  kingdom  governed 
by  Great  Britain  rather  as  a  coldny  than  a  federal 
state.  The  other  wa3  that  hi^  noble  heart  spurned 


APPENDIX,    NO.  VII.  4fi9 

at  the  hauteur  and  oppression  of  the  great  and 
rich  toward  the  poor  and  lowly :  On  these  topics 
he  always  expressed  himself  with  ardour,  and 
often  in  the  presence  of  those  who  felt  themselves 
galled;  and  this  attached  to  him  the  character 
of  disaffected  and  republican.     But  I  will  give 
you  a  strong  proof  that  he  was  not  so:  the 
morning  that  he  fought  young  Burton,    (of 
which  no  doubt  you  heard),   I  was  saying  to 
him,  that  I  much  feared  the  duel  would  be  im- 
puted to  politics,  as  I  knew  he  had  the  nsmie  of 
being  a  republican.     His  reply  was,   "  if  such 
be  the  character  they  give,  me,   is  is  most  unde- 
served ;  and  1  call  upon  you  as  my  friend,    if  I 
fall,  to  clear  my  memory  from  so  ungrounded  a 
charge,  as  I  am  a  steady  friend  to  tlje  constitution 
of  king,  lords,  and  commons,  with  a  parliamen- 
tary reform,   striking  off  the  rotten  boroughs."* 
These  sentiments  uttered  on  such  an  occasion, 
by  a  man,  whom,  in  a  long  course  of  most  in- 
timate acquaintance,  I  never  knew  guilty  of  the 
minutest  falsehood,   must  be  admitted  as  the 
genuine  effusions  of  his  heart ;  and  that  he  did 
8o  express  himself  to  me,  I  declare  on  the  word 
of  a  christian  clergyman.     Was  he  then  2^  re- 
publican?   No.     His  own  declaration  a  little 
before  he  suffered,  and  which  I  read  in  his  own 
handwriting,  clears  him  from  thp  imputation  of 
being  a  member  of  any  treasonable  society." 
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Rev.  Sir, 

As  you  have  publicly  professed  a  wish 
to  be  informed  of  any  involuntary  errors  c  n- 
tained  in  your  history,  when  speculative  opinions 
supply  the  place  of  fact,  and  are  so  pre\^alent» 
hearsey  evidence,  whether  oral,  manuscript,  or 
printed,  is  to  be  received  with  the  greatest  caution, 
and  the  great  superiority  of  occular^information 
to  any  other^  induces  me,   from  my  personal 
knowledge  of  facts,  to  send  you,  along  with  my 
own  opinion,  auxiliary  documents  that  cannot 
fail  to  convince  you  that  the  introduction  of  my 
name  into  your  history  is  not  such  as  t  am  en- 
titled to,  and  I  hope  your  professions  of  libe- 
rality and  candour  may  be  realized  in  doing 
justice  to  my  present  communication. — Accord- 
ing to  the  plan  contained  in  Mr.  By  tne's  circular 
letter,  two  persons  deputed  from  each  catholic 
congregation  in  the  county  of  Wexford  assem- 
bled at  Enniscorthy,  on  the  29th  of  July  1799, 
,wher^  thisy  elected  delegates  to  represent  the 
county  in  the  general  committee  of  the  catholics 
of  Ireland.     I  attended  this  meetin2:  as  a  voter 
from  the  congregation  I  belonged  to,  and  had 
the  honour  of  being  elected  one  of  the  delegates 
for  the  county  of  Wexford,  'so  that  the  inter- 
mediate step  gf  baronials  (^vhich  you  mention  in 


ty^ii^r  history)  h^d-  btit  a  .«pec«^tlve  .^xktGnc^ 

invented  I  dc^mi^turaDy  Mippose  for  the  p^uifposp 

'S>f  arnvm^^^g  the  eatbolic  couimittee  with  thp 

itjr$teiQ  of  united  Iriisiinien,  .SL^ajm&tmcotpir 

laHy  devoid  of  teutb,  as  no  knid  of  coiqmum* 

cation  existed  bet|B)^wnJ!hein.  :  Ipoirder  that  the 

laeeting  of  ihe /geisk^r^  ooit^mittee  shouH^ 

ipublicly  attended^. proposals  were, made  itQ:hii:e 

the  Rotunda  and  other  public  rplaces  whichroouU 

&ot  be  obtained.  :  Such  disappointment  was  the 

jnore  coaa^picuous,  as  such  refusal  was  notraig- 

nified  to  nuttiy. other  applications  of  the^me. 

kind,  ..so  thaJt  no  .other  place  but  the  Taylor'f- 

hall,  in.fiack-flane^  could  be  obtained,  ^wkifsh 

/pceduded  the  possibility  of.  being  ^hle  |o,^f  t 

any  hut  thed^g^tes,  as  it  wo£«aaFcelyiHi$oijsnt 

I  to :  contain  Hbenit  ^nd  \thus  m^s  itlie  committee 

ifrnsteated  in^bAving  their  as^mbly publicly ^«i 

leod«L.    The  Sfii»t  meejkiag  of  this,  general  «<«- 

^mitteetook  pkce  in  December  171)2,  Sot.bqvw 

days  only )  which  you  mention  to  be  many 

T iweeks ;  .and  the.  second  and  final  meetiqg  was  for 

tight  days,  .from  the  l6th  of  4pril  I7d;:r,  to  the 

25  th  only^  meeting  on  Saturday  the  20th,  bei^gyi 

Jthe.  court  of  king's  bench,  where  all  Uiedel^gat^ 

attended  totake  the  oaths  of  aUsgiance  prescribe 

in  the  late  act  of  parliament,    and  this  meetiqg 

ended  in  dissolution.  ThecoUectionsmiadeby  the 

catholics  of  Ireland  to  defray  the  necessary  ei^- 

pences  attendant  on  the  pursuit  of  their  eman- 
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cjpiation  were  Voluntary  subacriptions»  not  in -any 
degree  assessments,  as  it  is  evident  that  the 
entreaties  of  the  sub^committte  (by  no  means 
orders)  were  not  attended  to^-  as  two-thirds  of 
the  counties  of  Ireland  never  produced  one  far- 
thing. I  paid  the  collection  of  the  County  of 
Wexford  to  the  treasurer  in  179S9  and  no  second 

*  collection  ever  Was  niade  thefe.  The  statue  of 
the  king  could  not  be  erected,  although  voted 
by  catholic  gratitude,  which  along  with  other 
honourable  engagements  of  the  committee,  wefg 
superseded  by  the  illiberality  of  the  general  and 
calumnious  outcry  raised  at  the  time  against  our 
collections.  The  petition  c^the  catholics  of 
Ireland,  presented  to  tha  king  on  the  2d  Januaiy 

*  1793,  might  be  supposed  to  escape  aqimadvet- 
si<Hi,  when  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  signify  his  strongest  approbation  in  hisrecom* 

'  mehdation  to  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  who  in 
consequence  repealed  the  greater  part  of  the 
penar  statutes  against  catholics.'   The  late  earl 

'  of  Clare  did  assert,  as  you  have  done  in  your 
history,    that  the  catholic  petition  was  surpri- 

'singly  fraught  with  misrepresentation^.   On  this 

'  assertion  being  so  publicly  made  the  petition  was 
reprinted,  reciting  the  statutes  on  which  the  al- 
legations were  grounded,  prepared  by  the  ho- 
nourable Simon  Butler,  whose  reputation  as  a 

lawyer,  the  chancellor  was  too  well  aware  of  to 
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attempt  to  expose  bis  error  again,  aAd  gave  up 
the  point ;  so  that  I  imagine  this  public  docu- 
ment will  be  equally  convincing  to  you,  as  I  send 
ittoyou  along  with  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
cadiolic  cotnhiittee  relating  to  this  event,  for 
your  perusal,  as  I  shotild  wish  your  avowal  to 
proceed  frotn  the  most  perfect  iiiformatidd  oiii 
the  subject.  Although  I  profess  the  Roman 
caitiiQiiC  reli^on,  I  should  not  be  of  tMt  com- 
munion one  single  hour  were  th6ir  tenets  as  they 
are  represented,  through  that  baneful  prejudicd 
so  prevalent  in  Ireland,-  fhat  proves  siich  an  ef- 
ftrtiial  draw  back  to  the  otherwise  infalliabld 
prosperity  of  the  country,  and  I  cannot  suffi-* 
cienttylameiit  to  see  so  industriottSly  circulairedy 
as  it  only  serves  to  keep  alive  those  prgudiiberi 
that  all  liberal  men  see  through  and  reprdbate  as 
a  pest  to  society.  A  sloop  had  been  fitted  out  by 
the  insurgents,  but  twice  condemned  as  totally 
uiifit  for  that  service,  was  hauled  on  one  side  in 
the  harbour,  where  she  sunk  within  a  foot  of  her 
dedc,  and  remained  in  that  situation  for  a  mouthy 
when  she  was  pumped  out,  and  I  Was  on'  the. 
Mtnk  d«yj  without  trial  or  inquiry,  sent  on  board 
along  with  those  that  had  been  tried,  andjieb- 
tenced  to  transportation.  The  wet  straw  was  left  iif 
the  hold  and  a  little  dry  straw  shook  ovet  it,  whichr 
our  walling  on  soon  made  as  bad  as  the  rest,  M 
that  it  was  flot  pb8$ibie  to  sit  or  lie  down  Witbtnit 

rf 
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imbibing  the  wet,  nor  could  \ve  ever  have  the 
satisfaction  of  resting  s^gainst  the  sides  of  the 
ship,  as  the  planks  vrere  water-soaked,  and  the 
effervescence  of  the  putrid  malt  so  strongs  as  to 
turn  jnoney  black  in  our  pockets  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours ;  we  had  also  a  profusion  of  luts 
that  bit  some  of  the  prisoners.  My  health  has  been 
greatly  impaired  by  five^^veeks  confinement  xm 
board  this  sloop,  and  I  fear  it  may  never  be  per- 
fectly re-established  1  Ii  should  detain  you  too 
long  was  I  to  enumerate  the  various  hardships  I 
endured  during  a. period  of  thirteen  months  that 
I  was  confined,  which  I  was  at  last  released  froft 
by  an  honourable  acquittal,  at  the  Summer  assizer 
in  Wexford  1799,  independent  of  the  amnesty 
bill,  whereas  my  persecutors  could  be  punished 
by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  constitution  had 
they  not  the  indemnity  bills  to  skreen  their  base 
and  tyrannical  conduct  towards  me.  I  have 
confined  myself  merely  to  the  facts  stated  ia 
your  history,  in  which  I  have  been  an  eye  wit^ 
ness,  and  in  some  degree  concerned,  so  that  it 
precluded  the  possibility  of  cavilling  or  contra- 
diction, and  hope  you  may  behind  enough  to 
set  them  ia  their  proper  colours.  I  request  the 
favour  of  your  answer,  as  I  am  anxious  to  leam 
your  determination  on  a  subject  you  have  hi- 
therto been  so  much  misinformed,  as  I  do  not 
mean  to  let  such  a  misrepresentation  pass  uuc* 
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£ut6d  to  posterity,  I  am  therefore  anxious  to 
l^m  your  answer,  and  hare  the  honour  to  be^ 
with  great  respect, 

Rev.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant,     . 
EDWARD  HAY. 

Gublin,  6th  July  1802. 

TO  THE  REV.  MR.  GORDON,  BORO  LODQE. 


County  ofTVex-'x  Mr.  Thoi^Ias  Taylor,  ot 
ford^  to  wit,  J  the  tOM^n  of  Wexford,  mer- 
chant, who  was  a  prisoner  in  the  goal  of  Wex- 
ford during  the  rebellibn,  freely  and  volunta- 
rily maketh  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  and 
saith,  that  he  has  known  the  prisoners  to  express 
the  comfort  and  consolation  they  experienced 
from  Mr.  Edward  Hay's  dei>ortment  and  manner 
towards  them,  and  has  always  heard  them 
express  their  joy  on  Mr.  Hay  visiting  the  goal. 
Deponent  being  an  Englishman^  and  not  long 
in  Ireland,  had  no  kind  of  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Hay,  but  always  approached  him  when  he 
saw  him  conversing  with  his  fellow  prisoner*, 
and  experienced  the  consolation  of  his  conver- 
sation, although  not  addressed  to  him  ;  but  con- 
sidered Mr.  Hay  the  greatest  friend  of  the 
loyalists,  as  the  purport  of  his  visits  to  the  goal 
evidently  was  to  give  general  comfort  to  all  he 
saw  in  distress,  as  he  communicated  his  senti- 
ments openly  and  candidfy  to  them,  a^  unde- 
ceived the  prisoners  with  respect  to  many  false 
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reports  that  were  circulated.  Deponefit  ha» 
Wrd  Mr.  Hay  exprcM  bis  horror  and  detesta- 
tion of  the  barbarous  proceedings  of  the  rebels, 
and  that  he  would  lose  his  life,  or  put  a  ^top  to 
the  cruelties  that  were  committing  on  Tmegar- 
hill,  had  he  been  there.  Deponent  remembers 
to  have  heard  of  an  order  for  several  prisoners  to 
be  sent  to  Enniscorthy,  which  order  might  have 
been  complied  with,  had  not  Mr.  Hay  gained 
intelligence  that  they  were  to  be  put  to  death, 
and  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  prisoners  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Enniscorthy,  Mr.  Hay 
declared  that  he  would  make  such  representa- 
tions to  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Wiexford,  as 
to  have  them  detained  in  goal,  as  their  only 
place  of  safety ;  on  which  occasion  he  has  heard 
the  prisoners  express  their  utmost  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Hay,  whom  they  consulted  oil  all  occasions 
of  distress,  and  from  whom  they  received  every 
possible  comfort.  Various  reports  were  propa^ 
gated  which  tended  to  rouze  and  irritate  the 
passions  of  the  people  to  revenge,  that  the  army 
had  committed  the  greatest  excesses,  which 
alarmed  the  prisoners  very  much,  who  consulted 
Mr.  Hay  about  a  proposal  they  had  drawn  up, 
to  be  forwarded  to  government,  intimating  their 
great  danger,  and  hoping  that  the  prisoners 
taken  by  the  army  might  meet  with  the  like 
good  treatment  that  th^y  did,  otherwise  reprisals 
^ight  be  made,  and  their  destruction  inevitabiCr 
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Mr.  Hay  undertook  the  task  of  endeavouriqg 
to  forward  this  proposal  with  the  greatest  alacrity, 
and  conducted  Captain  M^Manus  to  consult 
with  Lord  Kingsborough,  who  accordingly  wrote 
a  letter  in  the  name  of  ^11  the  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  many  officers,  and  principal  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  which  proposal  was  dis- 
patched by  an  officer,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
next  commanding  officer  of  his  majesty's  forces, 
but  who  would  not  be  allowed  to  proceM  farther 
than  the  rebel  camp  at  Enniscorthy,  and  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Wexford,  at  which  disap- 
pointment we  considered  our  situation  more  cri- 
tical than  ever,  and  experienced  in  a  greater 
degree  the  consoling  3^isits  of  Mr.  Hay,  who 
truly  sympathized  in  our  feelings,  and  felt  this 
disappointment  as  much  as  any  of  us.  Depo- 
nent never  saw  Mr.  Hay  appear  with  arms,  or 
with  any  kind  of  green  ornament,  then  usually 
worn  by  all  descriptions  of  persons ;  and  from 
what  he  has  seen,  and  every  information  he 
could  learn,  believes  that,  during  the  rebellion, 
Mr.  Hay  was  solely  actuated  by  principles  of 
philanthropy,  in  any  interference  of  his  during; 
that  period. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  38th  day  of  August,  1 799, 

EBEN,  JACOa 
TH08.  TAYLOR 
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Dear  Sir, 

In.  compliance  with  your  request,   and 
having  received  a  summons  to  attend  jour  trials 
I  shall  relate  the  circumstances  I  recollect  of 
your  conduct  during  the  rebellion,  which  I  send 
you  immediately,  as  you  mention  you  want  to 
jhave    your  instructions    made  out     for    your 
lawyers,  previous  to  the  assizes.     I  was  taken 
prisoner  along  with  Lord  Kingsborough  and 
captain  O'Hea,  on  the  second  day  of  June>  1798> 
we  were  confined  together  in  a  house  ia  Wex- 
ford, with  a  strong  guard  over  us;  from  tlie  great 
fury  of  the  people  against  Lord.  Kingsborough, 
.we  expected  every  moment  to  be  put  to  death; 
Mr.  Edward  Hay.  visited  us  frequently,  and  we 
clearly   perceived  his  disposition  to  afford  ns 
every  consolation  in  his  power,  as  he  took  every 
opportunity  he  could  of  softening  our  captivity, 
and  has  frequently  conducted  ray  family  to  sec 
.  me,  at  a  time  it  was  extremely  dangerous  to  seem 
or  appear  friendly  to  us.     Whenever  we  expe- 
'  rienced  any  kind  of  distress,  we  always  sent  for 
.  Mr.  Hay,  who  readily  came  tq  us,   and  never 
left  us,  without  being  convinced  that  he  wou\4 
|Jp  his  utmost  to  be  of  service  to^  us.     1  have 
pypi^y  reason  to  believe,  that  he  saved  our  lives* 
on  several  occasions,  when  the  mob  were  fpr 
bringing  us  out,  and  putting  us  to  death.     One 
day,  in  particular,  I  perfectly  recollect  his  stand- 
ing with  his  back  to  the  door  df  the  house  \i\ 
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which  we  were  confined,  where  he  remained  until 
the  tumultuous  crowd  had  dispersed,  who  souglit 
OUT  instaut  deatruction.  I  always  heard  Mr. 
Hay  express  his  horror  at  the  barbarous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  rebels,  and  his  earnest  wish  that 
peace  and  good  order  might  be  restored.  Various 
reports  being  industriously  circulated  that  tended 
to  rou^e  and  irritate  the  passions  of  the  people  to 
TCvenge,  that  the  army  had  committed  the 
greatest  excesses  which  alarmed  us,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  prisoners  in  Wexford,  for  our  situ- 
ation, we  as  usual  consulted  Mr.'  Hay,  on  this 
peculiar  cause  of  distress,  and  found*  hiniparti^ 
cularly'  anxious  to  forward  a  negociation  of 
prisoners,  proposed  by  lord  Kingsborough,  M 
the  best  mode  of  re-establishing  peace  and  good 
order;  during  this  dilemma,  letters  had  been 
forwarded  through  thp  rebel  camps,  from  Pub- 
iin,  to  lord  Kingsborough ;  in  answer  to  which, 
was  considered  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
forwarding  this  measure,  which  Mr.  Hay  readily 
undertook,  and  accordingly  conducted  captain 
M'Manus  to  consult  with  us,  and  in  conse- 
quence, a  letter  was  written  by  Lord  Kings- 
borough, in  the  name  of  all  the  prisoners,  among 
whom  were  thirteen  officers,  arid  great  numbers 
of  yeomanry  officers,  and  principal  gentlemen  of 
the  county,  intimating  that  they  were  well 
treated,  and  in  every  respect  prisoners  of  war ; 
limping  therefore  that  the  prisoners  taken  by  the 
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anny  might  oieet  wiUi  the  like  good  treatment 
that  tl^ey  did,  otherwise,  they  feared  r/sprisals 
jnighjb  be  made,  and  their  destruction  inevitable; 
which  proposal  was  oonfided  to  my  charge,  aad 
with  which  I  was  to  proceed  to  the  next  cooi-* 
^s^ndi^g  officers  of  the  army,  and  to  return  with 
the  answer  with  all  convenient  speed.  I  accord- 
ingly set  off  from  Wexford  on  the  14th  day  of 
June,  1798,  ^nd  proceeded  as  f^  as  Enniscorthy^ 
2|^ere  I  was  stopped  by  the  people,  and  not  allowed 
to  proceed  any  further,  and  obliged  to  return  to 
Wexfoixl  the  next  day;  on  which  di^ppoint* 
ment  we  felt  our  situation  more  alarming  than 
cyer,  and  experienced,  in  a  greater  d^^e,  tb^ 
^nsoling  visits  of  ]\Ir.  Hay^  who  was  truly  con* 
c^ed  at  this  disappobtment  Among  the 
inany  attentions  paid  to  us  by  Mr.  Hay,  he 
brought  us  letters  tli^t  were  directed  to  v^  a^^ 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  whi^h,  if 
Wfuic  publip  to  t^mi  woul4  hffyc  proved  oiur 
instaut  destruction,  ^f  which  piece  of  servicf 
Mr.  Hay  narrowly  escaped  witl^  lii^  life,  as 
captain  ^eugh^^  who  then  commanded  in  Weic* 
fordi  was  yefy  angry  on  hieajring  it  ffom  Lor4 
Kingsborpi^,  who  inadvertently  mentiQne4 
Mr.  Uuy  having  dpne  sq ;  and  Mr.  Hay  wa^ 
:^ftcr^ards  constantly  prevented  from  visiting.Q$» 
}fy  order  of  captain  Keugh.  I  never  saw  Of 
heard  pf  Mr.  Hay  haying  any  cofnmand  aijioiigs^ 
the  rebels,  or  (}id  ever  see  him  appear  ii)  anas,  of 
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wear  any  mark  of  distinction  or  uniform,  which 
I  bad  daily  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  had  it 
been  90,  as  the  house  in  which  we  were  confined 
was  situated  in  the  Bullring,  and  commanded  a 
full  view  of  thfi  most  frequented  str€iet,$  in  Wex- 
ford, through  which  all  the  armed  men  in  the 
town  paiised  and  repassed  twice  a  day.  On  tlie 
90tb  day  of  June,  1798,  the  day  of  the  massacre 
on  the  bridge,  considering  our  situation  more 
critical  than  ever,  we  wished  to  see  Mr.  Hay ; 
Ijord  Kingsborough  sent  for  him,  and  he  imme* 
diately  attended,  but  was  denied  admittance  to 
us,  but  we  spoke  to  hioi  out  of  the  window,  and 
he  declared  to  us,  that  as  long  as  he  was  aliv«v 
we  might  depend  on  every  exertion  of  his.  Wc 
liad  at. last  the  consolation  of  Mr.  Hay  being 
admitted  up-stairs  to  us  at*  eight  o'clock  ia  the 
evening.  We  found  him  beyond  expression 
aflfected  at  the  cruelties  that  bad  been  com^ 
mitted ;  that  he  had  in  vain  done  every  thing  ia 
his  power  to  prevent  them,  and  anxious  to  under- 
take any  thing  for  safety  of  the  prisoners.  After 
a  variety  of  consultation.  Lord  Kingfeborougi|t 
and  Mr.  Hay  agreed  to  go  out  to  meet  the  army, 
that  was  approaching  Wexford,  in  oider  to  save 
th«  town  from  destruction.  The  Wexford  meft 
that  had  gone  out  that  day,  returned  from  the 
l9^tle  of  Fook's  MiU^  when  Mr.  Hay  was  stitt 
v^itb.  us ;  he  then  proposed  to  go  and  consult  die 
principal   inbabitantt^  who  he  had    not    the 
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smallest  doubt  would  agree  to  facilitate  the  plan; 
it  being  then  late  at  night,  he  promised  to  return 
early  in  the  morning,  to  set  off  with  lord  King9- 
borough  ;  who  was  so  anxious  to  have  the  pro- 
ject carried  into  execution,  that  he  was  dressed 
in  full  regimentals,  and  completely  ready  to  set 
off  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  of 
June,  1798,  at  which  time  he  sent  for  Mr.  Hay, 
.who  immediately  attending,  represented  to  lord 
Kingsborough  the  danger  of  his  going  out 
equipped  as  be  was,  and  that  it  would  prove  their 
inevitable  destruction  if  they  went  without  the 
consent  of  the  people.  Lord  Kingsborough  then 
entreated  Mr.  Hay  to  hasten  a  meetinor  of  the 
princ^l  inhabitants,  and  to  have  the  drum 
beat  to  arms,  and  the  pien  would  speedily  repair 
to  parade,  where  their  consent  might  be  obtained, 
for  th(^e  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  as  the  smallest 
delay  might  prove  the  destructioa  of  the  to*n 
and  all  its  inhabitants.  Mr.  Hay  mstantly  com* 
^lied,  and  returned  with  an  account  of  the  Wex- 
ford men  having  agreed  to  the  plan,  with  the 
greatest  alacrity ;  and  it  had  been  further  pro- 
posed,  that  lord  Kingsborough  should  not  leave 
the  town,  which  should  be  instantly  surrendered 
to  him,  as  military  commander  ;  and  that  doctor 
Jacob  should  reassume  the  office  of  Mayor,  all 
of  Which  was  immediately  carried  into  effect, 
with  some  opposition  on  the  part'  of  captain 
Keugh,  who  wanted  to  retain  the  commaiid,  but 
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was  most  spiritedly  opposed  by  Mr.  ^Hay,  who 
set  ofFwith  captain  M'Manus,  as  soon  as  lordi^ 
Kingbborough  could  write  out  the  necessary  dis<^ 
patches  to  the  next  conomanding  officer  of  his 
majesty's  forces,  announcing  the  town  of  Wcxt 
ford   having  surrendered  to  him ;  and  that  in 
consequence  of  the  behaviour  of  those  in  the 
town  during  the  rebellion,  they,    "the  town's 
people,"  should  be  protected  in  person  and  pro- 
perty,   "except  murderers,  and  people  who  had 
instigated  others   to  commit  murder,"  hoping 
that  these  terms  might  be  ratified,  as  he   had 
pledged  his  honour  in  ith  most  solemn  manner 
to  have  them  fulfilled,  on  the  town  being  surrea- 
dered  to  him :  the  Wexford  men  not  being  con- 
cerned in  the  massacte  which  was  perpetrated  by 
country  people  in   their  absence.     I  saw  Mr- 
Hay  on  his  return  from  genefal  Lake,  on  the 
Sfind  of  June,  1798,  when  Lord  Kingsborough 
considered  himself  under  so  many  obligations  to 
him,  which  he  acknowledged  in  the  strongest 
terms,   and    insisted    he  .  should    live   in    the 
house  with  him,  where  Mr.  Hay  remained  with 
us  until  we  left  Wexford,  on  the  S9th  of  June, 
1798,  during  which  period,   I  have  heard  him 
repeatedly  express  a  desire  to  be  brought  to 
trial  if  any  thing  was  alleged  against  Kim,  as  he 
*  would  wish  to  have  the  benefit  of  our  testimony 
before  we  went  to  Watcrford.     I  consider  myself 
\|)04nd;  QQ  all  occasions  that  may  be  afforded  me» 
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and  I  think  it  an  indispensible  duty  te  do  justice 
to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Mr.  Hay  duriag 
the  rebellion  in  Wexford.  Actuated  by  princi- 
ples of  honour  and  gratitude  I  think  myself 
bound  to  subscribe  to. 

MICHL.  BOURKE, 
Capt.  and  paymaster,  North-Cork  militia* 
^sUips,  June  3rd.  1799.. 
TO  EDVL>.  HAY,  ESQ.  WEXFOBD  GOAL. 

I  believe  the  above  statement  of  I^.  Bpurke^ 
with  the  alterations  I  have  ma(le  to  be  true. 

KmCiSTON. 

N.  B.  The  alteration  alluded  to  by  lord  King- 
ston, are  marked  by  inverted  commas. 


t>VLh\in,  March  igth,  1800. 

According  to  your  request,  I  have  made 
a  proper  retrospect  on  die  circum^taaces  yon 
allude  to  in  your  letter  of  the  17th»  and  recol- 
lect perfectly  when  a  memorial  was  presented  to 
M.  Gen.  Hunter,  on  your  p^  from  on  b^ard  a 
prison  ship,  denying  you  had  ever  petitioned  for 
transportation,  and  to  b;  liberated  under  the 
general  proclamation :  th^  the  general  had  eveiy 
good  disposition  to  liberate  you,  and  believe 
would  have  complied  Mdth  your  petition ;  but  on 
questioning  the  committee,  on  this  poin^  they 
still  asserted  you  petitioned  for  transportation. 
CeQ,  Uimter  declaiedi  ifao^  you  should*  apply 
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to  his  Kxcellency,  and  if  you  wish^  it,   woiikl 
forward  such  memorial.    When  you  xrcre  after- 
waards  removed  from  the  prison  ship  to  the  goal, 
on  account  of  ill-health,  through  the  interference 
of  general  Craddock,  and  recommendation  camt 
by  which  I  was  sent  to  you  to  inquire  more  par- 
ticularly into  your  situation,  when  you  demon- 
strated the  fact»  so  clearly  to  me  by  documents, 
and  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  general 
would  liberate  you,  oi^  discpvering  the  iniquitous 
designs  of  the  committee  as  I  conceive  you  had 
sufficient  proofs  to   shew  the  falsity  of  their 
a&sertion.      But  unfortunately  for  you  at  that 
period,  the  landing  of  the  French  in  this  king- 
dom obliged  the  general  to  depart  hastily,  which 
left  you  and  many  more  innocent  persons  the 
victims  of  a  persecuting  sanguinary  party,  which 
I  call  that  vile  body,  commonly  callecl,  ^'  the 
"  committee."    However,  I  congratulated  you 
on  your  happy  escape  from  becoming  the  victim 
of»  suborned  perjury,  which  to  my  knowledge 
was  too  commonly  resorted  to  in  that  tOM^n 
under  the  pretext  of  law. 

I  regret  exceedingly  general  Hunter  is  not  in 
the  realm,  as  you  would  be  certain  to  meet  from 
him  every  honourable  testimony  of  your  aitoa- 
tion,  as  he  never  countenanced  party  of  any  kind^ 
and  was  always  ready  to  relieve  the  oppressed. 
I  shall  be  happy  at  any  time  to  come  forward  to 
attest  any  thing  that  comes  to  my  recollection^ 
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and  should  long  since  unveil  the  hofrid  atfd^* 

cious  practices  of  that  town,  if  my  public  duties^ 

did  not  interfere* — I  wish  you  may  succeed  id 

getting  redress ;    and  have  the  honour  to  re*" 

main,     sib. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  EDW.  FITZGERALD, 

EDWARD  HAT,  ESQ.  Lt.  Major  of  Brigade. 


— / 

From  what  I  saw  of  jour  conduct  while 

I  was  at  Wexford  a  prisoner,  I  am  convinced, 
that  you  did  all  in  your  power  to  save  the  people 
whom  the  rebels  wished  to  mufder,  and  myself 
among  that  number.  And  it  was  through 
you,  &c.  that  the  town  of  Wexford  was  given 
up  to  me,  which  circumstance,  I  believe,  saved 
the  lives  of  many ;  and  by  what  I  have  heard 
from  you  of  your  trial,  &c.  think  you  have  been 
very  unjustly  persecuted. 

Your  most  obedient  humWe  servant,  - 
Colney,  Dec.  14,1799.  KINGSTON, 

BDWD.  HAY,  ESQ. 


NUMBER  IX. 

Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  author  of  Memoirs  of 
mM  the  r^liellions  in  Ireland,  (parturiiitnt  monies  !) 
has  in  a  pamphlet /^ro/e^^e(i/y   written  against- 
Doctor  Caulfield,     Ron^an  catholic  bishop  of 
Ferns,  given  ud  the  following  letter,    demon 
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sftmtiv*  of  niilitaxy  honour  in  men  of  liberal 
education. 

COPY  OF  A  ^£TT£R    FKOK   MAJOR    WILLIAMS| 
>      TO    IIAJOR  0£N£aAX  N££DUAM. 

Naas,  March  1,  IQM* 

W£,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the 
Durham  regiment,  who  were  present  at  the 
battle  of  Arklow,  feel  it  a  justice  due  to  you, 
under  whom  we  served,  to  declare,  that  Mn 
Gordon  was  not  authorized  by  any  of  us  to  make 
use  of  those  insinuations,  which  appear  in  his 
history,  tending  to  reflect  on  your  conduct  that 
day ;  and  we  are  convinced,  that  no  proposal  to 
retreat  was  made  by  you  to  Colonel  Skerrett^  or 
any  other  officer. 

We  lament  colonel  Skerrett,  being  at  New- 
foundland, who  could  have  given  the  best  testi- 
mony.    We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

G.   HANBUUY  WILLIAMS,  major 

JOHN  HOLMES,    '\ 

t.   V.MORGAN,      i  j^^^ 

S.  WALLINTON,     |       '^ 

J.   B££VAR,  J 

W.  GIBBONS,         "\ 

w.  oiBBs.  Ueutenant,. 

J.  DUTTON,  I 

OW£N  FAWCET,  J 

.^  THOs.  HAS3£L,  surgeon. 

JOHN  WALTON^  assistaut  surgeon. 
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These  very  dfficerd,  particularly  Holmeft  and 
Beever,  so  frequently  told  the  stoiy  of  general 
l^eedam's  proposal  of  a  retreat,    aod  colonel 
Skerrett's  addwer,  that  I  and  many  others  were 
disgusted  with  the  repetition.     Of  this  the  most 
ample  proofs  can  be  produced,  since  numeithii 
indeed  were  the  witness.     Among  those,  who^ 
most  contrary  to   their  inclination,    would  be 
bound  by  a  sense  of  propriety  to  give  this  evi- 
dence is  Mr.  John  Hiihtir  Gowan  of  Moiihtnebo, 
near  Gorey.     His  feniily  are  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, and  Miss  lilartha  Gowan  of  Eriniscor- 
thy,  his  niece,  has  often  heard  the  story  from 
all  these  officers,   and  from  colonel  Bainbridge. 
Among  those  in  the  viciriitj  o^Naas,  who  could 
give    evidence    in  my    favour,    is  Mr.  James 
Critchly,  the  present  high  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Wicklow,  a  man  of  a  very  respectable  fortune 
and  character,   who  repeatedly  heard  the  story 
from  Owen  Fawcet     I  know  not  whaf  title  to 
give  Mr.  Fawcet  now,  as  I  have  not  heard  what 
office  has  been  procured  him  for  his  signature 
by  General  Needham,  and  the  Musgravian,  or 
truth  oppossing  junto.     Holmes  told  me  that 
the  general,   being  determined   to  retreat,  and 
wishing  to  lay  the  blame  thereof  on  colonel 
Skerret,  sent  his  aid-du-oamp  to  him  for  advice 
concerning  the  choice  of  a  place  to  which  they 
should  retreat.     He  afterwai-ds  informed  me  that 
general  Skerrett  (he  had  then  become  general) 
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liad  written  some  observations  on  the  rebellion^ 
for  my  use,  which  were  then  in  the  hands  of  co- 
lonel Bainbridgc  for  correction,  and  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  the  Colonel  should 
have  finished  this  correction.  The  general  and 
colonel  told  me  the  same,  and  sent  them  to 
me  corrected  here  and  there,  and  in  some  places 
interlined  with  a  pencil.  They  have  been  since 
the  publication  of  the  above  letter  of  the  honest 
officers,  deposited  with  Mr.  Porter,  of  Grafton- 
street,  Dublin,  the  publisher  of  the  first  editioa 
of  this  book,  who  can  shew  them  to  any  person 
desirous  of  seeing  them. 

The  reply  to  the  proposal  of  a  retreat  is  cou^ 
tained  in  pages  10  and  11  of  these  obsetvation&, 
Thus  the  manuscript  runs. — "  Tlie  noble  reply 
'^  of  colonel  Skerrett  to  it  was  concise.  We  caa 
•*  only  hope  for  victory  by  preserving  our  ranks. 
'^  If  we  break,  all  is  lost,  and  after  what  I  have 
^*  seen  of  the  Durham  regiment,  they  shall  never 
•*  retire."  In  the  interlining  here  we  read, 
"  That  day  will  ever  reflect  honour  on  himself.'* 
The  rest  of  the  interlining  in  this  place  is  oI;^lite* 
rated;  but  the  following  words  are  legible^ 
though  a  pen  has  been  'drawn  over  some  of 
them ;  •*  to  ask  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  opinion  as  to  a  situation 
"  in  the  case  of  being  obliged  to  retreat" 

Holmes,  I  am  persuaded,  (of  the  rest  I  have 
a  worse  opinion)  would  not  dare  to  deny  on  oath 
what  I  assert,     Men  of  low  education  have 
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been  found,  who  would  scruple  at  no  breach  of 
honour  for  emolument,  yet  M'ould   shudder  at 
perjury.     Why  was  the .  letter  of  these  officers 
not  procured  until  almost  a  year  after  the  public 
cation  of  my  book  ?   Sir  R  Musgrave  telb  you 
that  the  honourable  general  Needham  knew  no- 
thing of  my  book  till  then.     Whatever  opinion 
I  had  before  entertained  of  Sir  Richard's  intellect 
and  candour y  I  am  really  sorry  for  so  flagrant  a 
violation   of  propriety.      He  well  knew,    as  is 
known  by  many  members  of  his  junto,  that  what 
relaJted  to  general  Needham,    in  my  book^  was 
shewn  to  said  general  immediately  after  its  publi- 
cation.    The  evident  fact  is  that  no  such  letter 
could  be  procured  till  after  colonel  Bain\)ridge's 
dieath,  for  he  was  a  gentleman^  never  having  been 
iailor,  pedlar,  drummer,  fifer,  nor  rank-and-file- 
man;*  besides  that  his  pencil  writing  was  in  my 
hands.  At  length,  after  his  death  it  was  procured^ 
but  it  remained  unpublished  till  after  the  honour- 
able men,  who  had  subscribed  it,  were  gone  out 
of  the  country,  and  were  consequently  freed  from 
the  shame  which  they  must  suffer  in  meeting 
the  eyes  of  any  of  those  persons,  who  were  ac- 
quainted   M'ith   their    previous    declarations* — 

*  Men,  y/ho  adopt  the  principles  of  gentlemen,  on  being 
promoted  from  a  mean  condition  into  that  rank,  cannot  be 
debased  by  the  consideration  of  their  former  state.  The  case 
is  different,  when  the  vilest  prindples  of  the  meanest  dass  are 
feigned  by  them  when  promoted  to  a  higher  rank. 
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Hblmes,  as  well  as  colonel  Bainbridge,  read  in 
manuscript  my  account  of  the  battle  of  Arklow, 
and  declared  that  it  was  perfectly  agreeable  to 
their  own  and  general  Skerrett's  sentiments. 
Why  were  not  the  names  of  captains  Dante, 
Wilkinson,  and  others,  subscribed  to  this  letter, 
who  had  been  in  the  battle  of  Arklow?  These 
appear  to  have  some  property,  and  not,  to  have 
thought  their  situation  so  desperate  as  to  be 
obliged  to  take  such  a  step.  Perhaps  also  they 
had  a  principle  superior  to  such  foul  dealing 
independently  of  property.  Captain  Dante,  who/ 
having  a  personal  quarrel  with  my  family,  might 
have  been  gratified  with  such  a  signature,  de- 
clined the  hojwur.  That  of  Holmes  was  the  last 
signature  obtained,  a  man  of  tio  very  shallow 
speculation^  who  certainly  would  not  make  a 
barter  for  nothing. 

This  transaction,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to 
the  reader,  created  not  the  least  surprise  in  me, 
because  a  transaction  of  a  far  darker  hue  had 
before  occurred  in  a  combination  of  these  same 
officers  against  me,  against  whom,  I  really  be- 
lieve, they  were  far  from  having  any  personal 
enmity,  at  a  time  when  the  command  of  the  re- 
gitoeut,  by  colonel  Bainbridge's  violent  sickness, ' 
devolved  on  major  Williams.  Of  this  nefarious 
combination,  procured  by  the  interest  of  a  ge- 
neral officer,  all  powerful,  it  seems,  with  them, 
and  counteracted  by  the  generosity  of  another 
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general  officer,  a  truly  worthy  man,  of  a  cha« 
racter  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  the  for* 
iner,  I  shall  give  an  account  hereafter,  and  I 
hope  that,  for,  the  honour  of  the  British  army, 
attention  will  he  paid  to  this  affair  by  tlie  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

These  officers,  while  they  remained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gorey,  were  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  contemptuously  of  general  Needham, 
whom  they  seldom  honoured  with  any  other  ap- 
pellation than  that  of  general  Needless ;  and  told 
many  stories  of  piano-fortes,  jaunting  cars, 
eows,  horses,  &c.  but  one  which  lieutenant 
Gibbs  related,  was  so  extraordinary  that  few  be- 
lieved it ;  that  in  the  plunderinar  o€  Magauley's 
shop  at  Oulart,  m  the  march  from  Gorcy  to 
Yinegaf-hill,  a  scramble  was  made  for  the  brass 
money  in  the  till  or  drawer  of  the  counter. 

I  shall  take  loave  at  present  of  the  Lojfd 
jyurham  Fensibles  with  this  observation,  that  in 
no  other  regiment  could  ever  probably  have 
been  more  strongly  exemplified  how  much  the 
behaviour  of  soldiers  and  subaltern  officers  de« 
pends  on  the  principles  and  conduct  of  their 
commander.  Its  discipline  was  really  excellent 
until  the  departure  from  it  of  general  Skerrett, 
its  colonel,  to  Newfoundland.  After  that,  in  a 
long  sickness  of  cdond  Bainbridge,  and  his  long 
absence  in  England,  the  change  was  amazing. 
One  out  of  many  instances  may  suffice.    Mr. 
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Charles  Driver,  of  Gorcy,  a  very  eminent  boot* 
maker,  waiting  on  lieutenant  Dutton  with  a  pair 
of  boots  which  he  had  ordered,  and  expressing 
in  respectful  terms  his  unwillingness  to  leave 
them  without  being  paid,  (for  good  reasons 
which  he  had  not  the  imprudence  to  avow),  was 
ordered  by  Mr.  Dutton  ^into  the  guard-house, 
and  confined  there  some  hours ;  and  on  his  conh* 
plaint,  after  his  liberation,  to  major  Williams, 
'i^as  commanded  to  go,  and  be  damned,  about 
his  business.  Mr.  Driver  was  well  known  to  be 
a  very  zealous  loyalist,  whose  father  had  been 
murdered  by  the  rebels.  Whether  he  has  since 
been  paid  for  his  boots  I  know  not. 
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The  following  art 

Alexander  the  Gt. 
Andrews  Lancelot 
Aram  Eugene 
Arkwrigbt  Sir  Rd. 
ArmstiDng  John 
Bacon  John ' 
Bacon  Francis 
Baddcley  Mr. 
Barclay  Robert 
Bettenon  Thomas 
Bigg  John 
Blood  Thomas 
Boissi  Lewis  de 
Brown  Sir  William 
Bams  Robert 
Butler  Samuei 
Carey  Harry 
Carew  Bam.  Moore 
Cerveito 

Chatterton  Thomas 
Cheyne  George 
Churchill  Charles 
Cibber  Sua.  Maria  . 
Cleland  John 
Coram  Capt.  Tho. 
Comelly  Mr. 
Crichton  James 
Dancer  Daniel 
De  Foe  Daniel 
Dempster  Thomas 
D'Eon,  Chevalier 
Dogget  Thomas 
Drake  Six  Francis 
Duck  Stephen 
D'Urfey  Thomtt 
Elwcs  John 
Falconer  William 
FcltooJohn 
Ferguson  Junes 


Fielding  Henry 
Fisher  Mary 
Fitzmaurice  H.  T. 
Fletcher  Aug.  Roy 
Foote  Samuel 
Forbes  Hon.  John 
Fordyce,  banker 
Fox  Gcoi|;e 
Franklin  Benjamin 
Frederic  Colonel 
Fuller  Thomas 
Gainsborough  Th. 
Garrick  David 
Gascoigne  Sir  W. 
Glover  Wm.  Fred. 
Godwin  Mary  W.. 
Gordon  Hon.  Geo. 
Grose  Francis 
Hageraore  Rev.  Mr. 
Handel  Geo.  Frc. 
Hawkcsworth  Dr. 
Henderson  John 
Henderson,  comedian 
Hifieman  ^ul 
Hobbes  Thomas 
Hogarth  WiUiara 
Hopkins  Matthew 
Hudson  Capt.  H. 
Hutchinson  J.  Hely 

Jenkins  Henry 

Joan  of  Arc 

K9uftnanMr5.A. 

Killegrcw  Thomas 

Knellcr  Sir  Godfir. 

Lambnin  Maigat. 

L'Enclos  Ninon  de 

Lewis  Charles 

Lilburae  John 

Lithgow  William 


Lookup  Mr. 
Littleton  Lord  T. 
Macklin  Charles 
Madan  Martin 
Metcalf  John 
Michael  An.  de  Ca. 
Moliere  John  Bapt. 
Monsey  Dr.  Mtf^c 
Montague  C  Wo.    ' 
Montague  Hon,  W. 
Montague  Mrs. 
Mossop  Henry 
Mozart 
Nash  Richard 
Naylor  James 
Gates  Titus 
Oldcastle  Sir  Joha 
Oliver  John 
Pkgct  Wm.  Lord 
Parr  Thomas 
Penn  William 
Philips  John 
Phrett  Christopher 
Pope  Benjamin 
Pope  Alexander 
Powell  Foster 
Pratt  Edward 
Prentice  Harry 
Quin  James 
Radclifie  John 
Raleigh  Sir  Walter 
Rokcby  Lord 
Rochester  Earl 
Rousseau  J.  J. 
Sacheverell  Henry 
Boltngbroke  Lord 
St,  Pierre  Bust,  dc 
Savage  Richard 
SbuterEdwvd 
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